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FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON TO JOHN JAY.
Paris, March 5, 1786. .
Sir,

The several commissions to which Congress were
pleased to appoint Colenel Humphreys Secretary of Le-
gation being shortly to expire, and a French packet offer-
ing him a convenient passage in the month of April, he
proposes to avail himself of that occasion of returning to
his own country, and of there presenting his respects and
thanks to Congress. '

As a member of the several commissions with which
his office was connected, I think it my duty to bear testi-
mony to his ready, able, and faithful discharge of all its
duties ; and I beg leave, through you to Congress, to as-
sure them that bis talents and dispositions are such as they
may repose themselves on with security, should they think
proper to avail our country of them on any future occasion.

I have the honor to be, &c., )
TH: JEFFERSON.
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FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON TO JOHN JAY.
London, Marth 12, 1786.
Sir, .

The date of a letter from London will doubtless be as
unexpected 1o you, as it was unforeseen by myself a few
days ago. On the 27th of the last month, Col. Smith
arrived in Paris with a letter from Mr. Adams, informing
me that there was at this place a Minister from Tripoli,
having general powers to enter into treaties on behalf of
his State, and with whom it was possible we might do
something in our commissions to that power ; and that he
gave reason to believe he could also take arrangements
with us for Tunis.

He further added, that the Minister of Portugal here
had received ultimate instructions from his Court, and
that probably that treaty might be concluded in the space
of three weeks, were we all on the spot together.

He therefore pressed me to come over immediately.

The first of these objects had some weight on.my mind,
because, as we had sent no person to Tripoli or Tunis, I
thought if we could meet a Minister from them on this
ground, our arrangements would be settled much sooner,
and at less expense. ‘But what principally decided with
me was, the desire of bringing matters to a conclusion
with Portugal before the term of our commission should

‘expire, or any: new turn in the negotiations of France and

England should abate their willingness to fix a connexion
with us. ' ‘

A third motive had also its weight. [ hoped that my
attendance here, and the necessity of shortening it, might
be: made use of to force a decisive answer from this
Court.
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I therefore concluded to comply with Mr. Adams’s re-
. quest. : )
I went immediately to Versailles, and apprized the
Couat de Vergennes that circumstances of public duty
called me hither for three or four weeks, arranged with
him some matters, and set out with Col. Smith for this
place, where we arrived last night ; which was as early as

the excessive rigor of the weather admitted.

I saw Mr. Adams immediately, and again to-day.

He informs me that the Minister of Portugal was taken
ill five or six days ago, has been very much so, but is
now somewhat better.

It would be very mortifying, indeed, should this acci-
dent, with the shortness of the term to which I limit my
stay here, defeat what was the principal object of my
journey, and that without which I should hardly have
undertaken it. With respect to this country, I had no
doubt but that every consideration had been urged by
Mr. Adams, which was proper to be urged.

Nothing remains undone in- this way. But we shall
avail ourselves of my journey here, as if made on pur-
pose, just before the expiration of our commission, to
form our report to Congress on the execution of that
commission; which report they may be given to know
cannot be formed, without decisive information of the
ultimate determination of their Court.

There is Bo doubt what that determination will be ; but
it will be useful to have it, as it may put an end to all
further expectations on our side the water, and show that
the time is come for doing whatever is to be done by us,
for counteracting the unjust and greedy designs of this
country.
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We shall have the honor, before I leave this place, to
.inform you of the result of the several matters which
bave brought me to it.

A day or two before my departure from Paris, I re-
ceived your letter of January ; the question therein
proposed: ¢ How far Krance considers herself as bound
to insist on the delivery of the posts?”’ would, infallibly,
produce another: How far we consider ourselves as guar-
antees of their- American possessions, and bound to enter
into any future war in which these may be attacked ? .

The words of the treaty of alliance seem to be with-
out ambiguity on either head. Yet I should be afraid to
commit Congress, by answering without authority.

I will endeavor, on my return, to sound the opinion of
the Minister, if possible, without exposing myself to the
other question. Should any thing forcible be meditated
on those posts, it would possibly be thought prudent
previously to ask the good offices of France to obtain -
their delivery.

" In this case, they would probably say we must first ex-
ecate the treaty on our part, by repealing all acts which
have contravened it. ,

Now, this measure, if there be any candor in the Court
of London, would suffice to obtain a delivery of the

. posts from them, without the mediation of any third
power. :
However, if this mediation should be finally needed,
I see no reason to doubt our obtaining it, and still less to
guestion its omnipotent influence on the British Court.
I have the honor to be, &ec.,
TH: JEFFERSON.
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- FROM JOHN JAY TO THOMAS JEFFERSON.
New York, June 16, 1786.

" Dear Sir,
" Since my- last to you, gf the 14th ult., I have been
honored with yours of the 2d January, and 5th and 12th
of March last. I have also received a joint letter from
you and Mr. Adams, of 8th March. All of them have
been laid before Congress, who, as yet, have not given
me any orders respecting the contents of either.

The first of these letters, viz: that of 2d January,
strikes me as very interesting. I always wished, and
that very sincerely, that, on the return of peace, France
might derive essential advantages from our commerce.
I regret that this has not been the case, and that the
causes which occasioned the disappointment have not
sooner been investigated and removed. In my opinion,
you have done it candidly and ably ; and it would give
me great pleasure to hear that France has so regulated
her commerce, as that the people of this country may
indulge their desire of giving the productions of this
country in exchange for those of that. There is certain-
ly much wisdom and knewledge in France, but the inter-
ests of commerce do not appear to be as well understood
in that country as in England. However the system of
farming and monopoly may comport with the views of
Government in some points, the experience of ages bears
testimony te the injuries they have done to commerce.
Governments, however, like individuals, sometimes be-
come too strongly attached, by long continued habit,
even to' what daily does them harm; so that we may
apply to errors in politics, what was wisely remarked of
errors in ‘marals: it is bard for those who are accustomed
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to do evil to learn to do well. When I was in France, I
heard that system censured by almost every gentleman
whom I heard speak of it ; and yet it seems so firmly fix-
ed, perhaps by golden rivets, even on sovereigaty itself,
as that the speedy destruction of it seemrs rather to be
wished for than expected.

‘T herewith send copies of several -letters respecung
Mr. Gallatin, which will enable you to assure his friends
of his being alive, and probably doing well.

I am impatient to receive the orders of Congress on the
subject of your negotiations with the Barbary pewers.
As yet, that business remains under consideration. As to
further loans, I have long thought that they should be pres
ceded by proper arrangements for the payment of interest
and principal, so that the public faith may be punctuaily
kept. National character depends upon it, and I, for my
part, think national character is of more importance than
even peace with those pirates.

Your reasons for going to England appear to me as
they did to yeu, cogent and conelusive ; and I make no
doubt but that good will result from it, although, perbaps,
not all that. might have been expected. The affuir of
our posts is a serious business, and the more so, as, in my
opinion, Britain has too much reason on her side. They
who ask equity, should do it.

You will also receive with this letter some of our late
papers, and I shall take the first good opportunity that
may offer to write to you more particularly and explicitly
on several subjects.

With great and sincere esteem and respect, I have the
honor to be, &ec.,

JOHN JAY.
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FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON TO JOHN JAY.

London, April 23, 1786.
Sir,

In another letter of this day, I stated to you what had
passed with public characters since my arrival here.
Conversations with private individuals, I thought it best
not to mingle with the contents of that letter; yet,
as some have taken place, which relate to matters
within our instructions, and with persons whose opinions
deserve to have some weight, I will take the liberty of
stating them. In a conversation with an ancient and
respectable merchant of this place, such a view of the
true state of the commercial connexion of America and
Great Britain was presented to bim, as induced him to
acknowledge they had been mistaken in their opinions,
and to ask that Mr. Adams and myself wouald permit the
chairman of the committee of American merchants to call
on us.

He observed, that the same person happened to be
also chairman of the committee of the whole body of
British merchants, and that such was the respect paid to
his person and office, that we might consider what came
from him as coming from the committees themselves.
He called on us at an appointed hour. It was a Mr.
Duncan Campbell, formerly much concerned in the
American trade. We entered on the subject of the nen~
execution of the late treaty of peace, alleged on both
sides. 'We observed, that the refusal to deliver the
western posts, and the withdrawing American property,
contrary to express stipulation, having preceded what we
considered as breaches on our part, were to be consider-
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ed as the causes of our proceedings. The obstructions
thrown by our Legislatures in the way of the recovery of
their debts, was insisted on by him. We observed to
him, that the great amount of the debt from America to
Great Biritain, and the little circulating coin in the former
country, rendered -an immediate payment impossible ;
that time was necessary ; that we had been authorized
to enter into explanatory arrangements on this subject ;
that we bad made overtures for the purpose, which had
not been attended to, and that the States had therefore
been obliged to modify the article for themselves. He
ackunowledged the impossibility of immediate payment,
the propriety of an explanatory convention, and that
they were disposed to allow a reasonable time. We
mentioned the term of five years, including the present;
but that judgments might be allowed immediately, only
dividing the execution into equal and annual parts, so
that the last should be levied by the close of the year
1790. This seemed to be quite agreeable to him, and
to be as short a term as would be insisted on by them.
Proceeding to the sum to be demanded, we agreed that
the principal, with the interest incurring before and after
the war, should be paid ; but as to that incurring during
the war, we differed from him. He urged its justice
with respect to themselves, who had lain out of the use
of their money during that period. This was his only
topic. We opposed to it all those which circumstances,
both public and private, gave rise to. He appeared to
feel their weight, but said the renunciation of this inter-
est was a bitter pill, and such a one as the merchants
here could not swallow. He wished that no declaration
should be made as to this article ; but we observed, that
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if we entered into explanatory declarations of the points
unfavorable to us, we should expect, as a consideration
for this, corresponding declarations on the parts in our
favor. In fact, we supposed his view to be, to leave this
part of the taterest to stand on the general expressions of
the treaty, that they might avail themselves in individual
cases of the favorable dispositions of debtors or of juries.

We proceeded to the necessity of arrangements of our
fature commerce, were it only as a means of enabling our
eountry to pay its debts; that they had been contracted
while certain modes of remittance had existed here, and
had been aa inducement to us to contract these debts.
He said he was not authorized to speak on the subject of
the future commerce.

He appeared really and feelingly anxious that arrange-
ments should be stipulated as to the payment of the old
debts; said he would proceed at that moment to Lord
Caermarthen’s, and discuss the subject with him, and that
we might expect to hear from him. He took leave, and
we never since have heard from him, or any other per-
son, on the subject. ‘ '

Congress will judge how far these canversations should
influence their future proceedings, or those of the States.

I have the honor to be, &c.,
) TH : JEFFERSON.

@ @ Qi

FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON TO JOHN JAY.
London, April 23, 1786.
Str,
In my letter of March 12th, I had the honor of ex-
plaining to yeu the motives which had brought me to




o

this place. A joint letter from Mr. Adams and myself,
sent by the last packet, informed you of the result of our
conferences with the Tripoline Minister.

The conferences with the Minister of Portugal have
been drawn to a greater length than I expected ; however,
every thing is now agreed, and the treaty will be ready
for signature the day after to-morrow. I shall set out for
Paris the same day. With this country nothing is done ;
and that nothing is intended to be done on their part, ad-
mits not the smallest doubt. The nation is against any
change of measures. The Ministers are against it, some
from principle, others from subserviency ; and the King,
more than all men, is against it. If we take a retrospect
to the beginning of the present reign, we observe that,
amidst all the changes of Ministry, no change of measures
with respect to America ever took place, excepting only
at the moment of the peace, and the Minister of that
moment was immediately removed.

Judging of the future by the past, I do not expect a
change of disposition during the present reign, which bids
fair to be a long one, as the King is healthy and temperate ;
that he is persevering, we know. If he ever changes his
plan, it will be in consequence of events which neither
himself nor his Ministers at present place among those
which are probable. Even the opposition dare not open
their lips in favor of a connexion with us, so unpopular
would be the topic.

It is not that they think our commerce unimportant to
them; I find that the merchants have set sufficient value
on it; but that they are sure of keeping it on their own
terms. No better proof can be shown of the security in
which the Ministers thiok themselves on this head, than

12 THOMAS JEFFERSON—JOHN JAY.
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that they have not thought it worth while to give us a
conference on the subject, though, on my arrival, we ex-
hibited to them our commission, observed to them that it
would expire on the 12th of the next moath, and that I
had come aver on purpose to see if any arrangements
could be made before that ime. Of two months which
then remained, six weeks have' elapeed withous one scrap
of a pen or ove jword from a Minister, except a vague
proposition at am accidental meeting. We availed our-
selves even of that, to make another essay to extort some
sort of declaration from the Court; but their silence is
invincible. But of all this, as well as of the proceedings
in the pegotiation with Portugal, mmformation will be
given you by a joint letter from Mr. Adams and myself.

The moment is certainly arrived whes, the plan of this
Court being out of all doubt, Cangress and the States may
decide what their ewn measures should be. .

The Marquis of Lansdowne spoke of you ia very friegdly
terms, and desired me to present his respects to you,in the
first letter 1 should write.

He is thoroughly sensible of the folly of lhe present
measures of this country, as are a few other characters
about bim. Dr. Price is among these, and is particulurs
ly disturbed at the present prospects. He acknowledges,
however, that all change is, desperate ; which weighe the
more, as he. is intinate with Mr. Pitt.

This small band of fitends,. favarable s it is, does nn;
pretend to say one word in public an our subject.

K bave the haper to be, &¢., -
TH: JEFFERSON. ..
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. FROM JOHN JAY TO THOMAS JEFFERSON.

New York, July 14, 1786.
Dear Sir, ’

Since my last to you, of the 16th ult., I have been

honored with your letter of 23d, and a joint one from you
and Mr. Adams, of 25th April.
+ Considering the importance of our commerce with
Portugal, it gives me pleasure to learn that a treaty with
that kingdom was nearly concluded. Until our affairs
shall be more perfectly arranged, we shall treat under
disadvantages, and, therefore, I am not surprised that our
negotiations with Britain and Barbary are unpromising.
To be respectable abroad, it is necessary to be. so at
home ; and that will net be the case, until our public faith
acquires more confidence, and our Goverminent more
strength. ' . '

When, or how, these great objects will be attained, can
scarcely be conjectured. An uneasiness prevails- through
the country, and may produce eventually the desired refor-
mation, and it may also produce untoward eveats. Time
tlone can decide this and many other doubts ; for nations,
fike individuals, are more frequently guided by circum-
Atances, than circumstances by them.

I am not eharged to communicate to you any instruc-
tions, though I have reason to think that some will be
teady by the time the next packet will sail. Nor have
I any very. interesting intelligence ‘to transmit. ‘The
British Goveérmment at New Brunswick have lately given
uneasiness to Massachusetts, by extending their jurisdic-
tion farther than the treaty will warrant. And from the
present state of our Indian affairs, there is reasom to ad-
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prehend trouble with them. They appear dissatisfied
with their late cessions to us, and it is not improbable
that they will give interruption to our surveyors. How
far these people may be instigated by our neighbors, is
not decided ; but the asperity observable in the British
nation towards us, creates suspicions that they wish to see
our difficulties, of every kind, increase and accumulate.
Indeed, I fear that other European nations do not regard
us entirely without jealousy. There are some little cir-
cumstances, which look as if the Dutch regret our having
found the way to China; and that will, doubtless, be
more or less the case with every nation, with whese com-
mercial views we may interfere. I am happy in reflect-
ing that there can be but little clashing of interests be-
tween us and France, and, therefore, that she will proba-
bly continue disposed to wish us.well -and do us good,
especially if we honesily fulfil our pecuniary engage-
ments with her. These engagements, however, give me
much eoncern. . Every principle and consideration of
honor, justice, and interest, call upon us for good faith and
punctuality ; and yet we are, unhappily, so circumstanced,
that the moneys necessary for the purpose are not pro-
vided, nor in such a way of being provided as they ought
to be. This is owing, not to any thing wrong in Con-
gress, but to their not possessing that power of coercion,
without which, no Government can possibly autain the
most salutary and constitutional objects. Excuses and
palliations, and applications for more time, make bad re-
mittances, and will afford no inducements to our allies or
others to afford us similar aids on future occasions.

I send herewith a packet for you from Mr. Hopkinsox,
and the public papers. ; The latter will inform you of the
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death of General Greene ; this is a serious loss to this
country, as well as his family, and is universally and justs
ly lamented.
With great esteem and regard I have- the henor 0
be, &e.
' JOHN JAY. .

=@ S

FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON ':l‘O WILLIAM CARMICHAEL.

Paris, May 5, 1986,
Sir,

A visit of two months to England has been the cause
of your not hearing from me during that period. Your
jetters of February the 3d, to Mr. Adams emd myself,
and of February the 4th, to me, had come to. hand be-
fore my departure.. While I was in London, Mr. Adams
received the letters giving inforraation of Mr. Lambs
arrival at Algiers. - In'London we had conferences with
a Tripoline Ambassador, new at that Court, named
Abdrahaman. He asked us thirty thoussmd guineas fo
a peace with his Court, and as much for Tunis, for which
he said he could answer. What we were authosized to
offor being, to this, but gs a drdp o a bucket, our con-
fevences were repeated only for the purpose of obtaiing
informetion. If the demands of Algiers and Morooso
should be propertioned to this, according to their supersor
power, it is easy to foresee that the United Scates will
wot buy a peace with money. What principally lod me
to England was, the information that the Chevalier del
Pinto, Portuguese Minister at thet Court, had received
full powers to treat with us. - I acoerdingly went thess,
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and, in'the course of six weeks, we arranged a commer-
cial tréaty between our two countriés. His powers were
only to negotiate, not to sign: and, as I could not wait,
Mr. Adams and myself signed, and the' Chevalier del
Pinto expected daily the arrival of powers to do the
same. The footing on which each has placed the other,
is that of the most favored nation. We wished much to
have had some privileges in their American possessions ;
but this was net to ' be effected. The right to import
flour into Portugal, though not conceded by the treaty,
we are not without hopes of obtaining.

My journey furnished us with occasion to renew’ our
overtures’ to the Court of London ; which it was the
more important to' do, as our powers to that Court were
to expire on the 12th of this month. These overtures
were not attended to, and, our’ commission expiring, we
made our final report to Coogeess ; and I suppose this the
last offer of friendship which will ever be made on our
part. The treaty of peace being unexecuted on either
psrt, in important points, each ‘will now take their own
measures for obtaining execution. I think the: King,
Ministers, and nition, are mote bitterly hostile to us at
present, than at any period of the late war. A like dis-
position on-our part has beén rising- for some time. In
what events these things will end, we cannot foresee.
QOur countrymen are- eager in their pissions and ‘enter=
prises, and- not disposed to calculate their interests against
these. Odr enemies (for such they are in fact) have,
for twelve years past,fdllowed but one uniform role—that
of doing exactly the contrary of what reason points out.
Having early, duting our contest, observed this in the
Baritish conduct, I' governed myself* by'it, in ail prognos

Vor. m.—2
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tications of -their measures ; and I can say, with truth,
it never failed me but in the circumstance of their ,making
peace with us, I bave no letters from America of later
date than the new year. Mr. Adams bad, to the begin-
ning of February. I am in hopes our letters will give 2
new spur to the- proposition for investing Congress with
the regulation of our commerce.

This will be handed you- by a_Baron Walterstorff, a
Danish gentleman, whom, if you did not already know,
I should take the liberty of recommending to you. - You
were so kind as to write me that vou would forward me
- a particular map, which bas not come to hand. I beg
you to be assured of the respect and esteem with which

I have the henor to be, &ec.,
TH: JEFFERSON.,
-
FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON TO M. DUMAS.
' Paris, May 6, 1786.
Sir,”

Having been absent, m England, for some time past,
your favors of February the 27th, March the  28th, and
April the 11th, have not been acknowledged so soon as
they should have been. I am obliged to you for assisting
to make me known to the Rhingrave de Salm and the
Marquis de la Coste, whose reputations render an ac-
guaintance with them desirable. 1 have not yet seen either,
but expect that honor from the Rhingrave very soon.
Your letters to Mr. Jay and Mr. Van Berckel, received
in my absence, will be forivarded by a gentleman who
leaves this place for New York within a'few days. I
sent the treaty with Prussia by a gentleman who sailed
from Havre the 11th of November. The arrival of that




DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENCE. 19

vessel in America is not yet known here. Though the

time is not long enough to produce despair, it is suffi-

ciently so to give inquietude lest it should be lost, This

would be a cause of much concern to me. I beg the

favor of you to mention this circumstance to the Baron

de Thulemeier, as an apology for his not hearing from us.

The last advices from America bring us nothing interest-

ing. A principal object of my journey to London was to’
enter into commercial arrangements with Portugal. This
has been done almpst in the precise tesms.of those of Prus-

sia. The English are still our enemies.” The spirit ex-

isting there, and rising in America, has a very lowering

aspect. 'To what events it may give birth, I canhot fore-

see. - Weare young, and can survive them ; but their
rotten inachine must crush under the trial.- The animos-
ities of Sovereigns are temporary, and may be allayed ;

but those ‘which seize the whole body of a people—and

of a people, too, who dictate their own measures—pro-

duce calawities of long duration.- 1 shall ot wonder to see
the scenes of ancient Rome and Carthage renewed in-our-
day ; and, if not pursued to the same issue, it may be be-
cause the republic of modern powers will not permit the

extinction of any oné¢ of its mgmbers. Peace and. friend--
ship with all mankind. is our wisest policy ;- and T wish we -
may be permitted to pursue it. But the temper and folly
of our enemies may not leave this in. our choict.- I am’
happy in our prospect of friendship with tlie most estima-:
ble*powers of Europe, and pasticularly with those of the

confederacy, of which yours is. That your present crisis

may have a happy issue, is the prayer and wish of him

who has the honor to be, &c.,

TH: JEFFERSON.
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FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON TO JOHN ADAMS.
Paris, May 11, 1786.
Dear Sir, -

I do myself the honor of enclosing to you letters which
came to hand last night from Mr. Lamb, Mr. Carmichael,
and Mr. Barclay. By these, you will perceive that our
peace is not to be purchased at Algiers, but at a price far
beyond our powers. What that would be, indeed, Mr.
Lamb does not say, nor probably does he know. But as
he knew our uliimatum, we are to suppose, from his let-
ter, that it would.be a price infinitely beyond that. A
reference to Congress hereen seems to be necessary. Till
that can be obtained, Mr. Lamb must be idle at Algiers,
Carthagena, or elsewhere. Would he not be better em-
ployed in going to- Congress? They would be ablé to
draw from him and Mr. Randall the information necessary
to determine what they will do. And if they determine
te negotiate, they cam reappoiat the same, or appoint a
new negotiator, according to the opinion they form on
their examination. I suggest this to you as my first
thoughts ; an ultimate opinion should not be formed till
we see Mr. Randall, who may be shertly expected. In
the mean time, should an.opportunity occur, favor me
with your ideas. hereon, that we may be maturing our
opinions. I shall send copies of these three letters to
Mr. Jay, by the packet which sails from L’Omem the first
of next month.

1 have the honor to be, &c.,
TH : JEFFERSON.
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FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON TO JOHN JAY.

Paris, May 12, 1786.
Sir, '

The last letters I had the honor of addressing you
frem this place, were of the 2d and 2Tth of January;
those from London, were of the 12th of March and 23
of April. '

In the month of February the Baron de Blome, Minis-
ter Plenipotentiary at this Court from Denmark, informed
me that he was instructed by his Court to give notice to
the Ministers from the United States, appointed to nego-
tiate a treaty of commmnerce with them, that the Baron de
Walterstorff, formerly commissioned by them for the
same pufpose, had received another destination, which
called him to the West Indies; that they were sensible
of the advantages which would arise to the two coun-
tries from a commercial intercourse; that their ports
were accordingly placed on a very firm footing, as they
supposed ours to be also ; that they supposed the com-
merce on each part might be well conducted under the
actual arrangements, but that, whenever sny circum-
stances should arise, which would render particular stipu-
lations more eligible, they would be ready to concur with
the United States in establishing them, being desirous of
continuing on the terms of the strictest harmony and
friendship with them.

In my letter of January 27, I'informed you of what had
passed between the Imperial Ambassador and Secretary
of Embassy, and inyself, on the subject of the treaty with
their Sovereign. '

The Ambassador was in hourly expectations of re-
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ceiving his full powers when I was called to London.
Though 1 had received Mr. Adams’s opinion in favor of
our proceeding in the treaty, yet it was neither his nor my
opinion that this object should overweigh those which
called me to London.

A treaty with Portugal was more important, exclusive
of what was to be done with England and the States of
Barbary.

On my return to Paris, the Secretary of Embassy:
called on me to inform me the Ambassador had received
his full powers very soou after my departure ; and was
now ready to begin on our arrangements: that he was
sensible, however, that these could not be settled before
our commission would expire ; but as he supposed Con-
gress would be willing to renew it, we might proceed to
confer ‘together, leaving the effect of our conferences to
rest on the event of a renewal of the commission. He
asked also a draught of our propositions, as a ground-work
to proceed on. I met with the Ambassador a few days
after ; he said the same things, in substance, and conclud-
ed by asking our propositions.

I gave him a draught, which was a copy of. what we
had originally proposed to Denmark, with such alterations
as had occurred and been approved in our negotiations
with Pyussia, Tuscany, and Portugal.

T'be enclosed letters of December 9, and January 18,
from O’Bryen; of February 24, March 13, 20, 23, 27, 31,
April 5, and 10, from Mr. Barclay ; of March 29, from Mr.
Lamb ; and February 3, and April 13, from Mr. Carmi-
chael, will put you in possession of my latest intelligence
on the affuirs of Morocco and Algiers. You will per-
ceive by them that Mr. Randall may be daily expected
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here. If the propositions to Algiers appear from his ac-
count to be as unhopeful as Mr. Lamb seems to consider
them, it is not improbable that Mr. Adams and myself
may think that, instead o remaining at Carthagena, as
Mr. Lamb proposes, it will be better for him to proceed
to.Congress, without occasioning any-loss of time. This
will offer the two advantages, of giving them all the infor-
mation he may be possessed of, and of putting it in their
power to appoint any negotiator they may think proper,
should they find negotiation still eligible. However, Mr.
Adams and myself shall have better grounds to decide
on, when we shall receive the information of Mr. Ran-
dall. . .

Col. Humphreys carried you the Leyden Gazette to the
beginning of April; I now enclose it from that to the pre-
sent date, together with the Gazette of France from Feb-
ruary 3 to May 12. ‘

I have the honor to be, &ec.,

TH: JEFFERSON.

FROM THOMAS BARCLAY TO THOMAS JEFFERSON,

Bayonne, February 24, 1786.
Dear Sir, '

1 bad the pleasure of receiving your note addressed to
me at Bordeaux, and delivered your enclosure agreeable
to your directions. To-morrow we shall set forward,
and 1 expect in about twelve days to get to Madrid,
from whence I shall write to you, as at present there is
nothing better to offer than a detail of bad roads and in-
terruptions.
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I received a letter yesterday from Mr. Carmichael, who
wishes tosee us—a pleasure I have by this day’s post given
+him reason to expect as soon as possible. Mr. Bondfield
bought two hogsheads of Haut Brienne wine for you, and
fined it before I reached Bordeaux ; so he has robbed me
of any share in the merit of that purchase.

I hope there is not any occasion for me to assure you
of the respect and esteem wherewith

I am, dear sir, &ec.,
THOS: BARCLAY.

FROM THOMAS BARCLAY TO THOMAS JEFFERSON.

Madrid, March 13, 1786.
Sir,

I have little of consequence to communicate in this
fetter, but I shall give you the trouble of a more particu-
lar one before Ileave this place, and then make my apology
for the shortness of this. At present, 1 shall only say, that,
by appointment, I am to see the Count de Florida Blanca
this day week, and that I have every reason to expect all
the protectionand influence from hence that can be wished.
I do not incline to let this post depart, without the assurance
of my being, )

With great respect and esteem, &c.,
THOS: BARCLAY.
Please forward the enclosures to Mrs. Barclay.
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FROM THOMAS BARCLAY TO THOMAS JEFFERSON.

Madrid, March 20, 1786.
Sir,

I wrote you a few lines, informing you of my arrival,
and expectation of seeing the Count of Florida Blanca
this day, agreeably to his appointment ; in consequence
of which, Mr. Carmichael accompanied me to the Pardo,
where the Count resides at present, and where we were
informed that the Minister could not receive us before
Wednesday next, as he has had, within a few days, the
account of the death of his father. There is nothing
important in this, except the delay ; however, I have
thought proper to mention it to you, and, as soon as I
can be more particular, I will write to you and Mr.
Adams. In the mean time,

I remain, &c., ,

THOS: BARCLAY.

et @ Pteee

FROM THOMAS BARCLAY TO THOMAS JEFFERSON.

Madrid, March 23, 1786.
Sir,

I had the pleasure of addressing you twice, since my
arrival here ; and though I had nothing worth the atten-
tion of you or Mr. Adams to communicate, I thought
you would wish to know how I am employed, and to be
able to say to him that I have made some progress in
my journey. :

Yesterday I was introduced to the Count of Florida
Blanca, at the Pardo ; be received and treated me like a
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man of business, extremely well disposed to serve our
country ; his manner was frank and easy. He said the
Emperor of Morocco proposed making the King nego-
tiator of the peace ; but that he would inform the Empe-
ror it would be better the business should be done in
Morocco ; and be called in his Secretary, and gave him
directions te prepare the letters for me against Saturday -
next.

He added, that he would propose to the King to write
to the Emperor himself; and I have no doubt but I
shall have the honor of carrying this powerful recom-
mendation.

We are again to wait on the Count de Florida Blanca
on Sunday, and probably I may have it in my power to
write you more particularly by Monda) 3 post.

I am, &ec.,
THOS: BARCLAY.

Mr. Lamb sailed on the 11th for Barcelona.

@ @ O

FROM THOMAS BARCLAY TO JOHN ADAMS.

Madrid, March 27, 1786.
Dear Sir,

- T arrived here on the 10th, and expect to be able to pro-
ceed to Cadiz in a few days. The copies of three short
letters, which I wrote ta Mr. Jefferson, will place before
you our progress until this day, when I had the pleasure
of receiving, through the hands of Mr, Carmichael, the
King’s letter to the Emperor, informing him that it would
be better the peace should be made in Morocco than in
Spain, and recommending the object of - the mission to his
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Majesty’s attention. The. Count de Florida Blanca has
also sent me letters to General O’Reily at Cadiz, to the
Consul General of Spain at Morocco, and' to one of the
Spanish Fathers, placed at Mequinez for the redemption
of captives. In short, I have the greatest reason to be
pleased with the part this Court has taken in the affair,
which I think reflects much honor on Mr. Carmichael’s
influence and attention. '

To show you at once the state in which I find the busi-
ness with Morocco situated on my arrival here, I send
you a copy of a letter written by the Count de Florida
Blanca to Mr. Carmichael, offering the intervention of his
Catholic Majesty, on the idea of the business being done
here, with Mr. Carmichael’s reply ; and I have now to
add, that I shall set forward with the most flattering
prospect of success, hoping soon to be able to give you a
satisfactory account of the business Being finished. It
will not, perhaps, be in my power to write you very ofien.
There are at this place and at Victoria persons appointed
to translate or decipher every suspicious paper, and from
them little can escape. Nothing new, of consequence,
will probably arise until I reach Morocco. If T am able
to close the treaty to my satisfaction, I shall send it to you
by land, and remain in Africa or Spain, until you return
it with the ratification. And T embrace this opportunity
of offering my services, if you want them, at Tunis and
Tripoli, where T am certain this Court will, on applica-
tion, give its weight to the person employed at those
places. If you should think my going further than Mo-
rocco necessary, let me know, as soon as possible, your
intentions, that I may arrange matters accordingly, and
avail myself of the disposition which this Court shows to
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serve us. Please to.put your letters under cover to Mr.
Carmichael; unsealed, that he may be at once master of
the subject. Situated as we are, we cannot leave this
without being presented, which will be done, I expect,
in a few days, by the French Ambassador ; after which,
we will continue our journey. But the roads to Cadiz
are in such shocking order, that the gentleman by whom
I now write has been twenty-four days eoming from
thence.  Mr. Lamb purchased a vessel of about fifty
tons, at Barcelona, and sailed for Algiers the 11th, with a
wind capable of placing him in port the next day. He
went under Spanish colors, which I hope may protect him,
though there is no peace hitherto signed between the twe
countries. A person is expected every hour from Al-
giers, who will be able to give a particular account of Mr.
Lamb. If I am so lucky as to see him, 1 will transmit
you what I can learn, and Mr. Carmichael will give you
all the information he can collect.
‘ 1 am, dear sir, &c.,
THOS. BARCLAY.

——) @ Otrm

FROM THOMAS BARCLAY TO THOMAS JEFFERSON.

Madrid, March 31, 1786.
Dear Sir, - .

I bave ‘not any thing of consequence to trouble you
with, that is not comtained in the enclosed copy of what
I wrote Mr. Adams the 27th, to which I beg leave to re-
fer you. We have not yet beard from Lamb since he
sailed, but I thiok a few days will ‘bring Mr. Carmichael
some letters from him. His business here was very pub-

~
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lic, and ours is no secret; Don Gabriel spoke of it yes-
terday -before several persons. He remarked that there
was not a great deal to be learned by making:such a voy-
age; and-hoped we should succeed in our expectations.
The only political subjects which engage the attention
of the people here, are the cooloess that subsists between
this Court and .that of Naples, and the accession of Spain
to the treaty with France and Holland. It seems more
than probable that this aceession will take place, notwith-
standing, the vigorous efforts to prevent t; and- the pro-
ble consequences will be a- treaty between Russia, Den-~
mark;, and England—at least there are. some appearances
that such events are not impessible. You will excuse
me for saying. any.thing on matters concerning which
you have probably much better information than I'can
give you, and believe me, sineerely,
Dear ‘Sir, your most obedient humble servant,
THOS. BARCLAY.

et @ Gt

~ FROM THOMAS BARCLAY TO THOMAS JEFFERSON.

Madrid, April 5, 1786.
Sir,

I had. the pleasure of writing to you the31st of Iast
month, by a gentleman going to Paris, and of sending:
you a copy of what I wrote Mr, Adems the 27th. 1.
now, by the Spanish courier, send you copies aof both
those lettars. This' day the Spanish despatches. hrrived:
from Algiers, by which- Mr. Carmichael, whe writes you:
by. this opportumity, received a letter from Mr. Lamb,
with another from Mr. Randall, the latter dated the 26th.
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of March. Mr. Randall writes that they did not arrive
at Algiers until the 25th, when the Dey refused them
permission to land, but, on the representation of the
Count d’Espilly, the Minister employed by this Court to
negotiate with Algiers, (who is an intimate acquaintance
of Mr. Carmichael, and to whom Mr. Lamb and Mr.
Randall had letters of introduction,) they were permitted
to land, and were received by the French Consul with
great attention. The Count d’Espilly has mentioned his
fears of Mr. Lamgb’s success ; ¢ as the United States have
no treaty with the Porte, and that the most that can
be expected will be a truce, until Congress can send a
Minister to Constantinople.”

The Dey’s fleet is not ready for sea, nor have any steps
been taken towards fitting it out. Our people, who
were carried into Algiers, have bebaved with the utmost
decorum, and were made extremely happy by the arrival
of Mr. Lamb. To the above I have but little to add,
but that the truce between Spain and Algiers expired
with the last month, and that, as there are no prepara-
tions waking by the Dey to send out the cruisers, though
the season is advancing fast, the probable consequence is,
that the peace will be made with Spain. In the mean
time, the Count d’Espilly has demanded a truce of
another month. The Ministers from Portugal and Na-
ples to Algiers are waiting-at Carthagena, to see the
event of the Spanish negotiations ; if they are terminated
to the wishes of this Court, they will proceed to Algiers,
under the sanction of Spain; and, in that case, I am cer-
tain Mr. Lamb may be provided with the same recom-
mendations to the Dey, that were so kindly given me to

the Emperor.
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I shall set out for Cadiz in a few days; the roads are
very near being impassable.
I am, with great respect, &c.,
THOS:. BARCLAY.

——t}Q @ Jtwee

FROM THOMAS BARCLAY TO THOMAS JEFFERSON AND
. JOHN ADAMS.

Madsid, April 10, 1786.
Gentlemen,

The day before yesterday Mr. Carmlcbael received
letters from Algiers from Mr. Lamb, dated the 29th of
last month, and from Mr. Randall the 26th, (which I
think a very wrong date,) with a postseript from on board
a vessel in the bay of Alicant, of the 1st instant, after a
passage of 26 hours.

He cannot come on shore without a permission from -
Court to shorten his quarantine, which Mr, Carmichael
has applied for, and probably Mr. Randall will soon be
at Paris. Though Mr. Carmichael will write to you on
this subject, and though I have no information from Afri-
ca bat what I derive from him, I think it a part of my
duty to give you the outlmes of what intelligence I can
collect, though it should prove a work of supererogation.

Mr. Lamb’s letter is short and obscure, nor do I un-
derstand the whole of it. However, he says “no peace
can be made until Congress' grant a larger sum to pay
for it, and he will return to Spain to wait for orders.”
Mr. Randall says the Dey of Algiers has refused to treat
with Mr. Lamb, without assigning any reason for it. It
does net appear, by either letter, that Mr. Lamb has had
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any audience of the Dey of Algiers; but ¥ shall think it
very strange if he returns to Europe without knowing on
what termsa treaty may be made. Aad-if I find that to
be the case, unless I have your directions to the con-
trary, I shall hold myself justifiable, at the expense of
some time and money, to attain that knowledge.

The removal of the Court, the compliance with neces-
sary forms, and the intervention of the holy week, (during
some days of which, I need not pretend to set forward,)
have detained me some time longer than I expected ; but
the delay can be of no consequence,as the Count de
Florida Blanca was so condescending as to apprize the
Spanish Consul at Morocco of my being thus far on my
way. Indeed, the attention shown here to the business:
in which I am engaged, far surpassed my warmest expect-
ations. It will give me great pleasure to receive a letter
from you. If an opportunity to Cadiz should offer, please
o pat it under cover to Messieurs Linon and Bellew of that
place, who will take care of it.

I am, with great respect, &e.,
' THOMAS BARCLAY.

I wish whatIhave put in cipher may be tolerably cor-
rect, not having time to examine it. '

ot @ Giensie
FROM JOHN LAMB TO THOMAS JEFFERSON.

Algiers, March 29; 1786.
Sir,
This is by Mr. Randall, who will tell your Excellency-
¥y situation at present. I am sure, by the best informe-
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tion, the sum will by no means answer our object, if the
amount is not greatly augmented. It is my duty to ad--
vise to abandon the undertaking, as it will be entirely in
vam to persevere. It is lost momey, the expenses that
arise on the attempt. The last amount that I can give,
please to let me know. I shall wait at Carthagena for:
an answer. The people will cost, for their deliverance, at
least twelve hundred hard dollars per head. The num-
ber is twenty-one. Your Excellency sees how feeble we
are. I have good reason to think that peace may be
made with these people, but it will cost a tour to Con-
stantinople. Much may be done in France, if they please
to forward our peace here. If we fight those people, five
thirty-six gun frigates will be the least force, and two
large tenders.

Your Excellency has some account of the place by
Mr. Randall, and | shall endeavor to procure as much as
Ican. Ishall leave a safety here, for a future coming to
this place. Have desired Mr. Randall to make all pos-
sible despatch. '

With due respect, &c.,
JOHN LAMB.

e L L

FROM WILLIAM CARMICHAEL TO MESSRS. JOHN ADAMS
AND THOMAS JEFFERSON.

Madrid, February 3, 1786.
Gentlemen, o '
On the 4th December last, Mr. Lamb delivered me
the letter which your Excellencies did me the honor to
address me, dated from London the 1st, and from Paris
VoL, 111.—3
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the 11th, of October. At the same time, that gentleman
communicated to me his instructions, and I all the intelli-
gence I had been able to procure relative to the negotia-.
tion- between this country and:the Regency of Algiers.
The Count d’Espilly, whose friendship I cultivated, had-
returned to Algiers long before Mr. Lamb’s arrival, and a
Secretary, whom he had despatched from that place after
his return, wijth letters for the Minister, had also set
off for Alicant. From these gentlemen I had obtained
an account of the state of the negotiation. The princi-
pal articles proposed by Spain had been agreed to by the.
Dey and his Ministers ; but as the former wished to in-
clude the Courts of Naples and Portugal in the ratification,
the Count de Florida Blanca had instructed. the Count.
d’Espilly to prevail on the latter to admit and receive
Ministers from these Courts, and was actually waiting the
answer from Algiers at the period when Mr. Lamb came
hither. It was evideat to me, that, should this proposition-
be accepted, of which I had no doubt with respect to the
first mentioned Court, the nomination and voyage of these
Ministers would occasion delay ; and until the treaty be-
tween Spain and the Regency should be concluded, I had
reason to think that this Court would not interfere directly
in our favor. :

The manner in which his Excellency the Count de
Florida Blanca had explained his sentiments to me oa
this subject, induced me to form this opinion; for as
soon as I knew the probable success of d’Espilly’s nego-
tiation, I insinuated to the Minister how acceptable the
goad offices of his Majesty, to accommodate the States
to the Barbary powers, would be to the people at large
in America ; and his Excellency then assured me that as
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soon as their own affairs were arranged with Algiers, his
Catholic Majesty would employ all his influence to accel-
erate a peace for the United States with that and the other
Barbary States, and authorized me to inform Congress of
the King’s intentions.

Having received these assurances, I engaged the Count
d’Espilly to prepare, by every favorable insinuation, the
Dey’s Ministers and favorites to support any overture
which might be made by the States, which he promised
me to do ; and the proofs of confidence he gave me in-
duce me to rely on his promises.

He also engaged to give me the earliest information
with respect to the intentions of those people; and, since
his. return, has proved, by his behavior to our captives,
and his correspondence with me, that he will avail him-
self of all the means, which he can employ with propn-
ety, to fulfil his promises.

When Mr. Lamb arrived, the royal family had just
come to this capital from the Escurial, and, during their-
- residence here, it is extremely difficult to have access to
the Minister. : .

The King in a few days after went to Aranjuez on a
hunting party, and the Count de Florida Blanca accom-
panied him, and none but the family ambassadors follow
the Court on this occasion. :

However, as I was desirous to have a conference with
the Minister as soon as possible on the subject of your
Excellencies’ letter, I wrote to the Under Secretary in
the Department of Foreign Affairs, charged. with the
correspondence to the United. States, to know whether,
if I came to Aranjueg, I should have an opportunity of
speaking with his Excellency, to whom I wished to make
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a communication in person, of some advice I had received
lately. No. 1 is a copy of the answer I received from
that gentleman. On the return of his Majesty to this
capital, I procured an audience from the Minister, to
whom T communicated” Mr. Lamb’s arrival, and the ob-
ject of his mission ; making use of such arguments and
insinuations as I thought most likely to induce his Excel-
lency to contribute to its success.
I received from him the strongest assurances to the
“same purport as those before mentioned ; at the same time,
hewever, he added, that until he should receive further
advice from Algiers, it was impossible for him to take an
open part in the negotiation, and advised me to detain
my countryman until the Count went to the Pardo, when
he hoped to have it in his power to give me a more ex-
plicit answer. During this audience, I took an occa-
sion of mentioning, without affectation, your Excellen-
cies’ sentiments with respect to his generous interference
in the affair. of Morocco, with which he appeared much
pleased, and told me it should not be ‘his fault, nor did he
think it would be mine, if Spain and the United States
were not as good friends as they were near neighbors in
America. o
In the same conversation, he promised me ample satis-
faction on a subject in which I had been obliged to have
recourse to him, and I have since received it ; his Majesty
having been pleased to fine, and render incapable of serv-
ing in the revenue, the Governor of Laredo, on a com-
plaint made to meé by an American captain of the unjust
and arbitrary proceeding of the latter. All the officers
employed in this affiir by the Governor have been
punished.
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I communicated to Messrs. Lamb and Randall what
passed on this occasion, and these gentlemen consented
to wait without reluctance here, until the period mentioned
by the Minister.

Four days after the Count had been fixed at the Par-
do, I again waited on the Minister, who received me
very well, but, on explaining the motive of my visit, his
Excellency declared to me that it was not in his power
to be more explicit, as he had not yet received the let-
ters he expected from Algiers; that, until he received the
intelligence he expected, he could not order the Count
d’Espilly to employ the King’s interference in our affairs ;
‘repeating his former assurances, and hinting the obstacles
we must expect to encounterin this negotiation ; at the same
time, he observed to me, that we must not be discouraged.
He told me that the first objection made by the Alge-
riies would arise from our not having a treaty with the
Grand Seignior, as this circumstance occasioned great
difficulties to Portugal in the actual negotiation. 1 en-
treated his Excellency to pardon my importunity and
anxiety on this subject, as they proceeded as much from
iny wish to cement an- amicable intercourse; by reciprocal
good offices between the two countries of Spain and
America, as from my apprehension that ualess Mr.
Lamb should artive at Algiers before their cruisers were
sent to sea, further hostilities on their part might render
an accommodation still more difficult. I also urged the
nature of Mr. Lamb’s instructions, and the necessity of
Congress being early informed of the disposition of the
Regency ; expressing a hope that, by the time Mr. Lamb
could arrive at a seaport, and prepare for his departure
from thence, it might be in his Excellency’s power to
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afford him all the assistance necessary to insure the success
of his mission.

To these reflections I ndded the loss that would acerve
to Spain, from the difficulties to which we should be ex-
posed in our intercourse with a country, whose produce
found a ready sale in America, and from which country
Spain could be supplied with so many articles that it now
takes from the northern nations of Eurape, whose Consuls,
his Excellency knew, did every thing in their power .to
obstruct the peace which he was endeavoring to make for
the commercial and political interests of a country, the
councils of which he directed.

‘The Count de Florida Blanca replied, that he acqui-
esced in my reasons for the departure of Mr. Lamb, and
repeated to me, and authorized me to write your Excel-
lencies, that, “ the day after their own affairs should be
arranged with Algiers, his Catholic Majesty would em-
ploy all his influence to facilitate our accommodations ;”’
1o which he added many assurances of his desire to give a
preference to the commerce of the United States to
that which Spain at present carried on with the nerthern
part of Europe, particularly with Sweden and Denmatk.
The freedom with which this Minister has spoken to me,
on several occasions, his "sentiments with respect to the
northern powers, has not less surprised than convinced
me of his wish to diminish their commerce and influence
in the Mediterranean. In the course of this conversation,
he appealed to my own experience on the reliance that
might be placed on his word ; to which I made the proper
answer and acknowledgments, and concluded by asking
passports and letters for Messrs. Lamb and Randall,
which his Excellency promised to send me.

y
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On my return to thiscity from the Pardo, I received let-
ters from Algiers, of which Nos. 2 and 3 are copies. They
avere brought by a courier extraordindry, and the arrival of
that courier induced me to hope that the Minister might
have received such information as might enable him to act
openly in our favor; although, in fact, this hope arose more
frem my wishes that such might be the case,than from the
reasons which ought to induce a contrary sentiment, in con-
sequence of the information I had received with respect to
their negotiation previously.

Your Excellencies will easily conceive that the first
-efforts of this Court must be employed to procure a peace
for those nations to which they are allied by the ties of
family connexions—engagements to which these connexions
have given rise, and the routual aids which they have re-
ceived from these nations, durmg their late operations
against Algiers.

However, notwithstanding these considerations, I took
the liberty, on reminding his Excellency the Count de
Florida Blanca of the passports and letters he had -pro-
mised me, to insinuate my expectations of being able to
obtain all that might be necessary for Mr. Lamb on bis
atrival at Algiers.

To this application, I received a reply of which No 5
i3 a copy, as also a letter to the Count de Cessalto, Cap-
tain General of Catalonia, of which I also annex a copy,
No. 6, as I do of the several letters which I have received
from Algiers since the arfival of Messrs. Lamb and Randall,
in Madrid.

The latter set off for Barcelona the 26th ult., in com-
pany with Mr. Harrison, a native of Virginia, who will
tiave the honor to deliver your Excellencies’ letters from
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me. Mr. Lamb did not leave this until the 1st instant ; but
as he travels post, he will arrive at Barcelona before the
gentleman above mentioned.. I refer your Excellencies to
the account these gentlemen may render you of my con-
duct in this business.

I have procured bills for Mr. Lamb at Barcelona, for
the amount of which he has drawn, agreeably to his in-
structions.

I have established a credit for whatever he may choose

_to draw.

I have given him letters to the Count d’Espilly, and
bave given him all the advice that I thonght might be
useful to bim.

O his arrival at Algiers, he will find letiers of introduc-
tion to most of the Consuls employed by foreign nations
there, from their Ministers at this Court.

I did not choose to expose his mission to those gem
tlemen, until his departure from Barcelona renders it
public. :

Having rendered to your Excellencies an account of
my proceedings, in consequence of the letter which you
did me the honor to address me by Mr. Lamb, it may be
necessary to add, for your information and that-of Con-
gress, (to which body I take the liberty of requesting
you to forward a copy of this letter,) that the peace ne-
gotiating at present between this country and the Regency
of Algiers will cost this country near one million and a
half of dollars; and I beg leave to add, that my informa-

" tion is so circumstantial, and derived from such a source,
as leaves me not the smallest reason to doubt its authen-
ticity.

The Dey of Algiérs is -now mose than eighty years
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old, and his Ministers all press a eonclusion of the treaty,
in order that while they are in power they may partici-
pate the presents made on this eccasion.

The durability of this peace is uncertain, or of any
other made in the present moment with these pirates.
If I am rightly informed, as soon as this treaty is conclud-
ed with Spain and Naples, they mean to declare war
against Denmark, the Venetians, and Dutch.

1 shall not fail to inform you of all I can learn on these
points, because there may be circumstances on which
may depend your future instructions to Mr. Lamb, and
the measures which Congress may think proper.to adopt.

On the 30th ultimo the convention was signed by the
Ambassadors of France and Portugal, respecting their
differences on the coast of Africa. '

As I have not an accurate map of that coast before
me, I refer to a future letter the limits accorded by the
latter for a free trade to other nations. Mutual demands
of indemnification have been waived on each part; a mu-
tual expression of good will, and a desire to be en the
best terms, will appear in the articles of this convention ;
in the expression of which France preserves her dignity.

With the highest sentiments of gratitude for the confi-
dence your Excellencies have been pleased to accord
me, .

I have the honor to be, &c.,
WM. CARMICHAEL.
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FROM WILLIAM CARMICHAEL TO MESSRS. ADAMS AND
) JEFFERSON. o

Madrid, April 13, 1786.
Gentlemen, 4
I forward the enclosed letter from Mr. Lamb, for your
Excellencies’ information. That gentleman has also writ-
ten to me, but, as T suppose he has given Mr. Jefferson a
more ample and satisfactory detail of the state of the ne-
gotiation than I'can comprehend from his letter to me, I
"do not think it necessary to forward a copy of it.” Mr.
Barclay, to whom I have communicated all the intelli-
gence I have received on this subject, will write your
Excellencies more explicitly than my situation permits
me to'do. I cannot, however, refrain from remarking,
that either Congress must adopt other methods than the
present to make peace, or instantly determine’to protect
their trade with the southern parts of Europe, by a mari-
time force. L
I have the honor to be, &c.,
WM. CARMICHAEL.

| OB Gtteem !

FROM M. OTAMENDI TO W, CARMIGHAEL.
Translation.

My Dear Sir,

T have informed the Count of your wish to speak to
him when most suitable to_him, although it should be ne-
cessary for you to come here. But his Excellency finds
it impossible during your stay here.
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We are to make a small jaunt of twenty-eight leagues
next Thursday, to see a new road. Fridey is a desperate-
day. I thiok that you had best write to him a line re-
questing an interview at our return, it not being easy for
him to-appoint a day beforehand.

In fear that you might want the papers annexed 1
would not detain them. 1 am very sensible of your re-
membrance, having' the honor to call myself, with the most
perfect esteem and respect, Sir, &c., -

OTAMENDIL
13th December. Co

A

Enclosed in a letter from William Carmichael, without
signature or address.

Algiers, December 15, 1785.
Sir,

Count d’Espilly is retumed from the Court of Madrid.
Since the Tth of October last, he was expected here
with so much impatience, that the Dey would absolutely
see him before he had even time to go to the French
Consul’s country house, where the Countess, his lady, had
remained after his departure from hence, to” convince the
Dey of the sincerity of the promxse he had made hlm, of
returning.

It is said he had orders from his Court to signify to
the Dey that all the offers made by Don Joseph de
Mazzardo were absolutely without orders, and that his
Catholic Majesty disapproved them in the fullest extent.
The Count complained to the Dey in the strongest
terms of his having permitted the cruisers to sail until his

.
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return ; and it is doubtless this Prince assured him it
‘ought not to give the Count the-least uneasiness, as he
-had threatened all the Rais in general, and each in par-
ticular, before their sailing, that he would cause the first
of them that committed the least insult to the Spanish
flag, or to any part of the Spanish coast, to be immedi-
.ately strangled; and in fact the twelve cruisers that
sailed on the 3d of October last are all returned, without
giving Spain the least cause of complaint, notwithstanding
a Catalan barque, richly laden, returning from the West
Indies, abandoned by her crew, fearing the truce agreed
upon was expired, as generally reported in Europe, was
brought in here by one of the cruisers, but immediately
returned without difficulty, to the Count, on his first ap-
plication. A like accident happened to a Venetian snow
of twelve guns, also abandoned by her crew, under the
dréad of the Tunisians, was picked up by one of the
cruisers of this Regency, but lost on the coast of Arzeo,
and which, most probably, has saved the Venetian Con-
sul a very disagreeable refusal, as they had already.re-
ported here that this snow was a Russian.

The Dey promised the Count d’Espilly that he will
not permit any of the cruisers to sail before the month of
March next is expired, and it is assured his Excellency
has written his Catholic Majesty to the same effect.

This Prince has also, within these few days, returned
to the Count seven fusileers, belonging to the Oran, sent
here by the Bey of Mascara, found by the Moors at some
distance from. the stipulated limits of that garrison ; as
this Regency, on the first overtures of a peace, would
not agree thiat Oran should be included, but which they
have at length consented to ; so that Oran remains with-

i
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out any communication with the Moors of the Kingdom "
of Algiers, and in the same manner that ‘Ceuta has been
for a long time with the Moors of Morocco.

et @ Qe

FROM COUNT DE FLORIDA BLANCA.

Translation.

Most. Excellent Sir,

Having immediately granted the passports to Messrs.
Lamb and Randall, requested in a note of 22d of this
month, from Da. William Carmichael, the underwritten,
first Secretary. of State, by order of his Majesty, transmits
a letter for the Captain General of Catalonia, to facilitate
their passage to Algiers, in what may depend upon him.
And as to their commission to treat of peace between the
United States and that Regency, the King will not omit
to repeat the proofs of his goeod will towards the United
Scates, according to circumstances and their reciprocal
good correspondence. -

At the Pardo, 31st May, 1786.
FLORIDA BLANCA.

0@ O

FROM COUNT DE FLORIDA BLANCA.

Translation.

Most Excellent Sir,

Messrs. Lamb and Randall, Americans, commissioned
by the United States to treat of peace with that Regency,
being about to pass to Algiers, I recommend them to your
Excellency, by order of the King, that you may facilitate
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their embarcation, and do them any services that may de-
pend on your Excellency.
. At the Pardo, 31st May, 1786.
FLORIDA BLANCA.

et ® O Otene—

FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON TO JOHN JAY.

Paris, May 22, 1786.
Sir,

The duty has been imposed on me of making the fol-
lowing communication to Congress,

It is necessary for me previously to observe, that
though the Government of the United Netherlands have
‘both anordinmiry and extraordinary Ambassador here, yet'
the patriotic party, now decisively possessed .of all the
powers of Government, havesent hither a Rhingrave de
Salm, as possessing plenary confidence, to treat with this
Court on some matters not yet made known to the pub-
lic. His character and credit, accordingly, are so well
known here, that, passing by the regular Ambassadors,

they are actually in negotiation with him.

He took occasion to speak with me to-day on the sub-
ject of Mr. Dumas : after saying much in his favor, he as-
sured me that Congress could not so much oblige the pa-
triotic party as by naming Mr. Dumas to their diploma-
tic appointment at the Hague; and further, that should
they have any thing interesting to do there, there was no
other man who could do it so effectually as Mr. Dumas.

1 wished to avoid flattering his expectations, and there-
fore mentioned to him the'resolution of Congress, confin-
ing their diplomatic appointments to citizens of the United

States.
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He seemed to admit they could not expect him to be
made Minister Plenipotentiary, but asked -if it would not
be possible to:give him the character of Resident.

I told him we were in the.usage of appointing only
one character inferior to that of Minister Plenipatentiary,
which was that of Chargé d’Affaires: that I was far
from presuming to say that could be obtained. in the pre-
sent case ; but that one other difficulty oceurred to me in
that moment. 1 observed that they had a Minister Ple-
nipotentiary with Congress, and that Congress naming
for their Court only a Chargé d’Affaires might perbaps:
be considered as disrespectful, and might ogcasion the
recall of their Minister. He assured me it would not;
nay, that it should not. We are, continued he, but a
party, and therefore cannot make a formal declara-
tion on this subject; but we know how far we can.
undertake, and, if you please, the me‘,mbers of our:
party shall go and make a declaration privately, be-
fore the French Ambassador at our Court, that nothing
amiss shall be. conceived of it, and that our Minister
shall not be affected by it. I told him this would not
be desired. He asked me if I thought Count.de Ver-
gennes writing a second letter on this subject would be
of service. v

I told him I could not suppose a repetition of his ap-
plieation could be material.

My object in avoiding a second letter. from. the Caunt
de Vergennes, as .well as the declaration before the,
French Ambassadar, was, that embarrassments might not,
be multiplied, if Coag:ess should not. think proper to.
comply with their requests. He concluded by desiring I
would urge this matter to Congress.
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. I observed to him that Monsieur de Massigc had for-
merly done it with five.

.He said it was true, but that vessels of relief woald
be necessary. I hinted to him, that I thought the En-
glish capable of administering aid to the Algerines. He
seemed to think it impossible, on account of the scandal
it would bring on them. 1 asked him what had occa-
sioned the blockade by M, de. Massic; he said, an in-
fraction of their treaty by the Algerines.

I had a good deal of conversation with him, also, on
the situation of affairs between Eagland and the United
States, and particularly on their refusal to deliver up our
posts. ' _

I observed to him, that the obstructions thrown in the
way of the recovery of their debts. were the effect, and
not the cause, as they pretended, of their refusal to de-
liver up the posts; that the merchants: interested ia
these debts showed a great disposition ‘to make arrange-
ments with us; that the article of time we: could cer-
tainly have settled, and probably that of the interest
during the war; but that the Minister showing no dis-
position to have these matters arranged, I thought it a suf-
ficient proof that this was not the true cause of their de-
taining the posts.  He concurred as to the justice of our
requiring time for the payment of our debts, said nothing
which showed a difference of opinion as to the article of
interest, and seemed to believe fully thejr object was"to
divert the channel of the fur trade before they deliyered
up the posts, and expressed a strong sense of the import-
ance of that commerce to us,

I told him I really ceuld not foresee whdt would be the
event of this detention; that the situation of the British
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funds, and desire of their Minister to begia to reduce the
national debt, seemed to indicate that they could not wish
a war. :

He thought s0, but that neither were we in a condition
to go to war. . '

1 told him I was uninformed what Congress proposed
to do on this subject ; but that we should certainly always
count on the good offices of France, and I was sure that
the offer of them would suffice to induce Great Britain to
do us justice. He said that surely we might always count
on the friendship of France. I added, that, by the treaty
of alliance, she was bound to guaranty our limits to us, as
they should be established at the moment of peace. He
said they were 30, mais qu'il nous était nécessaire de les
constater. I told him there was no question what our
boundaries were ; that the English themselves admitted
they were clear beyond all question. '

1 feared, however, to press this any farther, lest a re-
ciprocal question should be put to me ; and, therefore, di-
verted the conversation to another object. '

This is-a sketch only of a conference, which was
lengthy. 1 have endeavored to give the substance, and
sometimes the expressions, where they were material.

I supposed it would be agreeable to Congress to have
it communicated to them, in the present undecided state
in which these subjects are.

I should add, that an explanation of the transaction of
Monsieur de Massiac with the Algerines, before hinted
at, will be found in the enclosed letter from the Count
d’Estaing to me, wherein he gives also his own opinion.
The whole is submitted to Congress, as 1 conceive it my
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duty to furnish them with whatever information I can
gather, which may throw any light on the subjects depend-
ing before them.
.I have the honor to be, &ec.,
TH : JEFFERSON.

—rt @ @ Bttnee

FROM COUNT D’ESTAING TO THOMAS JEFFERSON.

Paris, May 17, 1786.
Sir,

In giving you an account of an opinion of Mr. Massidc,
and which absolutely corresponds with my own, I cannot
too much observe how great a difference may take place,
in the course of forty years, between the means which he
required, and those which political circumstances that I
cannot ascertain may exact.

This Secretary of State, afterwards Vice-Admiral, had
the modesty, when a captain, to propose a means for the
reduction of Algiers, less brilliant for himself, but more
sure and economical, than the one Government was about
to adopt.

They wanted him to undertake a bombardment. He
proposed a simple blockade. All the force he required
was a single line of battle ship, two strong frigates, and
two sloops of war.,

I am conviaced that, by blockadmg up Algaers,
anchoring, and with a long range—that is to say, with se-
veral cables spliced to each other, and with iron chains—
one might, if necessary, always remain there ; and there
is no barbarian power thus coafined, which would not seon
sue for peace.
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During the war before last, the English remained, even
in winter, at anchorage before Morlaix on the coast of
Britany, which is a much more dangerous coast.

Expeditious preparation for sailing of the vessels which
form the blockade, which should be of a sufficient num-
ber to prevent any thing from entering or going out,
while the rest remain at their stations ; the choice of these
stations, skilful manceuvres, strict watch during the night,
every precaution against the element which a seaman
ought to be acquainted with ; also against the enemy, to
prevent the sudden attack of boats, and to repel them in
case they should make an attack, by bastingages prepar
ed for the purpose; frequent refreshments for the crews,
relieving the men, an unshaken . constancy and exactness
in the service, are the means which, in my opinion, would
render the event indubitable. :

Bembardments are but transitory. It is, if I may so
express myself, like breaking glass windows with guineas.
Nose have produced the desired effect against the bar-
barians. Even an imperfect blockade, were one to have
the patience and courage to persist therein, would occa-
sion a perpetual evil; it would be insupportable in the
long run; to obtain the end proposed, no advantage ought
to be lost. If several powers would come to a good un-
derstanding, and pursue a plan formed on the principles
of humanity ; if they were not counteracted by others,
it would require but & few years to compel the barbarians
o cease being pirates; they would bécome merchants in
spite of themselves. It is neadless to observe, that the
unsuccessful attempts of Spain, and those under which
she republic of Venice perhaps hides other views, have
increased the sirength as well as the seli-lave of all the
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barbarians. We are assured that the Algerines have fit-
¢ted out merchantmen with heavy cannon. This would
render it necessary to blockade the place with two ships
of the line, so that one of the two might remain moored
near the bar, while the other might prepare to support
such of the frigates as should give chase.
. » But their xebecks, even their frigates, and all their ves-
sels, although overcharged with men, are moreover so
badly armed and manceuvred, that assistance from witheut
would be mast to be feared. ,
Your Excellency has wld me the only end true means
ef bringing to terms the only people who can take a plea-
sure in disturbing our commerce. You see I speak as an
American citizen. This title dear to my heart—the value
of which I fully prize—affords me the happy opportunity
of offering still more particularly the homage, the sincere
attachment, and respect with which I have the honor to
be, &c., '
ESTAING.

et O Gt
FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON P0 JOHN JAY.

Paris, May 27, 1786.
Sir,

Ino my letter of the 12th instant, which goes by the
same packet, but was delivered to a private hand,
I bad the honor of enclosing to you letters from
Mr. Carmichael, Mr. Barclay, ‘and Mr. Lamb, on
the Barbary affairs. Others came to hand last night,
which are now copying, and will be enclosed to you by
the post of this day, as far as they can be copied, The
whole cannot possibly be in readiness, and it is the last
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post which will be in time for the packet. By these
you will see that Mr. Lamb is returned to Spain. T ex-
pect soon from Mr. Adams an answer to my letter, pro-
posing to instruct Mr. Lamb to repair to Congress.

The agreement supposed to be made between Spain
and Algiers, that the latter shall make no peace with any
mation not under treaty with the Porte, is difficult of ex-
planation ; its existence, however, may account for the
difference of opinion between the Counts de Vergennes
and d’Espilly, as to the expediency of our treating with
the Porte. 1f Mr. Adams concurs with me in opinion;
we shall cease all further proceedings with the Barbary
powers, till we receive further instructions from Congress ¢
except as to Morocco, which 1 have hopes we may better
succeed in. '

I have the honor to be, &ec.,
TH: JEFFERSON.

et Q @ Gt

FROM P. R. RANDALL TO JOHN ADAMS AND THOMAS
JEFFERSON. '
Madrid, May 14, 1786

. Since my arrival here from Carthagena, I have been in
constant expectation of a secure opportunity for fotward-.
ing the enclosed, being nearly the copy of a letter ¥
wrote to my father shortly after my landing in Spain.
‘Tt contains all the observations I have been enabled to
make, by reason of the obstacles which (in my situation
at Algiers) prevented particular inquiry. Indeed, I had
not the most distant idea of remaining for so short a time ;
otherwise, perhaps, I might have afforded greater satisfacs
tion in this respect. .
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I bave not received any letters from Mr. Lamb since
his arrival at Alicant, but have lately heard that he is re-
leased from quarantine. He may, therefore, be expected
here every day, as he had informed Mr. Carmichael of
his intention of coming up immediately.

I shall be governed by his orders, and endeavor still
to evince that nothing on my part has been, or shall be,
wanting, to fulfil my duty; although I must hope that
circumstances will be considered, if my services have.not
been equal to the expectation formed of them. Haste,
and the little opportunity I have had to prepare my ob-
servations, as well as the manner of writing in a crowd, I
trust, will plead my apology for delivering them in their
present state, especially as my father might have commu-
nicated in New York the intelligence they contain. ‘I
have, therefore, conceived that alterations might be im-
proper, as your Excellency will distinguish what is well
founded, and may be enabled tojudge what opinion might
be formed of them in New York.

The Envoys from Portugal and Naples are still at Car-
thagena, awaiting the completion of the Spanish treaty.

This Court would undoubtedly have wished Mr. Lamb
to remain in like manner, if his . instructions . could have
justified the delay, before their interference could, consist-
ent with their own interest, be employed in favor of the
United States.

The Portuguese Envoy told me at Carthagena, that
he had no expectations of succeeding, and would rather
see a confederacy formed against the Barbary States, by
those with whom they are at war. He appeared much
dissatisfied at being so long delayed. It would be pre-
sumption in me to offer any news ; Mr. Carmichael being
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so much better enabled to afford information, and will
write by the present occasion.
I am, with proper respect, &c.,
P. R. RANDALL.

et ® @ Gt
FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON TO JOHN JAY.

Paris, May 27, 1786.
Sir,

In my letter of January 2d, 1 had the honor of stating
10 you what had passed here on the subject of the com-
merciable articles between this country and the United
States. I beg leave now to resume that subject. I
therein informed you that this Government had agreed to
receive our fish oils on the footing on which they receive
those of the Hanseatic towns, which gave us a reduction,
of daty from 36 liv. 15s. on the larrique, to 11 liv. 5s.
amounting to about 42 liv. on the English ton, according
to a statement by Monsieur Langrain, enclosed «in that
letter. 'This was true ; but there was another truth, which
neither that statemeant, nor any other evidence I then had,
enabled me to discover, and which it is but lately I could
be ascertained of ; which is, that there is another duty
called the droit des huiles et savons, to which the Hanse
towns are subject, as we are also, of consequence. This
is of six deniers on the nett pound, and ten sous per
livre on that, amounting to 3liv. 15s. on the nett buan-
dred, French , weight, or to 60liv. 13s. 6d. the English
ton. _This, with the reduced duty, makes about 102liv,
13s. 6d., or very npearly four guineas, according to the
present exchange, on the English ton. Though this be
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still advantageous, when compared with the English duty
of eighteen guineas, yet it is Jess so than we had expected ;
and it will remain, when we apply for ‘a renewal of the
indulgence, to see whether we can obtain further reduc-
tion.

The fur trade is an object of desire in this country.
Liondon is at present their market for furs ; they pay for
them there in ready money. Could they draw their furs
into their own ports from the United States, they would

pay us for them in productions : nor should we lose by the

exchange of market, since, though the French pay the
London merchants in cash, those merchants pay us ia
manufactures. A very wealthy and well comected com-
pany is proposing here to associate themselves with aa
American company, each to possess half the interest, and
to carry on the fur trade between the two countries.
The company here expect to make the principal part of
the advanees. They also are soliciting considerable in-
dulgences from this Government, from which the part of
the company or oar side the water will reap half thé
advantage. As no exclusive idea enters into this scheme,
it appears to me worthy of encouragement. It is hoped
the Government here will interest themselves for its sue-
gess. If they do, one of two things may happen: either
the English will be afraid to stop the vessels of a compa-
ny consisting partly of French subjects, and patronized
by the Court, (in which case, the commerce will be laid

open generally ;) or, if they stop the vessels, the French -

company, which is strongly comected with men in power,
will complain in form to their Government, who may thus
be interested as principals in the rectification of this
abuse. As yet, however, the proposition has not taken such
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a form as to assure us that it will be prosecuted to this
As to the article of tobacco, which had become an im-
portant branch of remittance to all the States, I had the
bonor of communicating to you my proposition to the
Court to abolish the monopoly- of it in their farm; that
the Count de Vergennes was, I thought, thoroughly sen-
sible of the expediency of this proposition, and disposed
to befriend it; that the renewal of the lease of the farms
had been eonsequently suspended six months, and was
still in suspense; but that so powerful were the Farmers
General, and so tottering the tenure of the Minister of
Finance in his office, that I despaired of preventing the
renewal of the farm at that time.
- Things were in this state when the Marquis de la Fay-
ette returned from Berlin. On communieating to him
what was on the carpet, he proposed to me a conference
with some persons well acquainted with the commercial
system of the country. We met—they proposed the en-
deavoring to have a committee appointed to inquire into the
subject: the proposition was made to the Count de Ver-
gennes, who befriended it, and had the Marquis de la
Fayette named a member of the committee. He became,
of course, the active and truly zealous member for the
iberty of commerce ; others, though well" disposed, not
choosing to oppose the farm openly. This eommittee
has met from time to time. It showed an early and de-
cisive conviction that the measure taken by the farm to
put the purchase of their tobaccoes into monopoly on
that side the water, as the sale of them was on this,
tended to the annihilation of commerce between the two
countries. Various palliatives were proposed from time to
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time. I confess that I met them all with indifference :
my object being a radical cure of the evil, by discon-
tinuing the farm, and ot a mere assuagement of it for
the present moment, which, rendering it more bearable,
might lessen the necessity of removing it totally, and per-
haps prevent that removal.

. In the mean time, the other branches of the farm ren-.
dered the renewal of the lease necessary; and it being
said to be too far advanced 1o have the article of tebacca
separated from it and suspended, it was signed in the
month of March, while I was in England, with a clause
(which is usual) that the King may discontinue it when he
pleases, on certain conditions.

When I found here a memorial from the merchants of
L’Orient complaining of their having 6,000 hbds. of to-
bacco on hand, and of the distresses they were. under
from the loss of this medium of remittance, I enclosed
it to the Count de Vergennes, and asked his interference.
I saw him on the 23d instant, and spoke to him on the
subject. He told me there was to be a committee held
the next day at Berni, the seat of the Comptroller Gen-
eral, and that he would attend it himself, to have some-
thing done. I asked him if I was to- consider the ex-
punging that article from the farm as desperate.

. He said the difficulty of changing so ancient an iostitu-
tion was immense ; that the King draws from it a revenue
of twenty-nine milliong of , livres ; that an interruption
of this revenue at least, if not a diminution, would attend
a change; that their fioances were not in a condition to
bear even an interruption ; and, in short, that no Minister
could venture to take upon himself so hazardous an op-
eration. This was only saying explicitly what I had long
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been sensible of—that the Comptroller General’s contin-
uance in office was too much on a poise to permit him te
shift this weight out of his own scale into that of his ad-
versaries, and that we must be contented to await the
completion of the public expectation that there will be a
change in this office, which change may give us another
chance for effecting this desirable reformation. Incidents
enough will arise to keep this object in our view, and to
direct the attention to it, as the only point on which the
interests and harmony of the two countries (so far as this
article of their commerce may influence) will ultimately
find repose.

The committee met the next day. ‘The only question
agitated was, how best to relieve the trade under its double
moropoly. '

The committee found themselves supported by the
presence and sentiments of the Couut de Vergennes.
They, therefore, resolved that the contract with Mr.
Morris, if executed on his part, ought not to be annulled
here ; but that nosimilar one should ever be made herealter.
That solong as it continued, the Farmers should be obliged
to purchase from twelve to fifteen thousand hogsheads of
tobacco a year, over and above what they should receive
from Mr. Morris, from such merchants as should bring it
in French or American vessels, on the same condition
contracted with Mr. Morris; providing, however, that
where the cargo shall not be assorted, the prices shall
be thirty-eight, thirty-six, and thirty-four livres, for the
first, second, and third qualities, of whichsoever the cargo’
may consist. In case of dispute about the quality, spe-
cimens are to be sent to the Council, who will appoint per-
gsons to examine and decide on it. ‘'This is, indeed, the
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least bad of all the palliations which have been proposed;
‘but it contains the seeds of perpetual trouble. It is easy
to foresee that the Farmers will multiply difficulties and
vexations on those who shall propose to sell to them by
force, and that these will be making perpetual complaints,
so that both parties will be kept on the fret.

If, without fatiguing the friendly dispositions of the
Ministry, this should give them just so much trouble as
may indace them to look to the demolition of the mono-
poly as a desirable point of rest, it may produce a perma-
nent as well as a temporary good. This determination of
the committee needs the King’s order to be carried into
effect. I have been in hourly expectation of receiving
official information that it is ultimately confirmed by him,
But, as yet, it is not come, and the post will set out to-
day. Should it arrive in time, I will enclose it. Should
it not arrive, as I do not apprehend any danger of its
being rejected, or even altered materially, (seeing that
M. de Vergennes approved of it, and M. de Calonne ac-
quiesced,) I have supposed you would wish to be apprized
of its substance, for a communication of which I am in-
debted to the Marquis de la Fayette ; though you cannot
publish it formally till you know it is confirmed by the
King, yet an unauthoritative kind of notice may be given to
the merchants, to put them on their guard ; otherwise,
the merchants here having first knowledge of it, may, by
their agents, purchase up all the tobacco they have on
hand, at a low price, and thus engross to themselves all
the benefit.

In the same letter, of January 2d, I mentioned that
the rice of Carolina, compared with that of the Medi-
texranean, was better and dearer. This was on my ewn
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observation, having examined both in the shops here,
where they are retailed. Further inquiries give me
reason to believe that the rice of Carolina, on its arrival,
is fouler and cheaper; and that it is obliged to be cleaned
here, before it is saleable ; that this advances the price;
but, at the same time, the quality also, beyond that of'the
Mediterranean. Whether the trouble of this operation
discourages the merchant, or the.price the consumer, or
whether the merchants of Carolina have ‘not yet learned
the way to this market, I cannot tell. I find, in fact, thag
but a small proportion of the rice consumed here is from
the American market. But the consumption of this
article here is immense. If the growers of American rice
would endeavor to adapt their preparation of it to the taste
of this country, so as to give it, over the Mediterranean
rice, the advantage of which it seems susceptible, it weuld
very much increase the quantity for which they find sale.
As far as I have been able to find, it is received here on &
favorable footing. . ,

1 shall reserve my letter open to the last moment, ir
hopes of being able to put into it the order of the King
to the Farmers General.

I have the honor of enclosing a copy of theu‘ contract
with Mr, Morris, to which the resolution of the committee
refers, and to be, with sentiments of the most perfect re-
spect, &c.

TH: JEFFERSON.



64 THOMAS JEFFERSON—JOHN JAY.

TOBACCO CONTRACT.
Traonslation.

We, the undersigned, Robert Morris, heretofore Super-
intendent of the Finances of the United States of Ame-
rica, residing in Philadelphia, on the one part, and Le
Normand, Receiver General of the Finances of the
Generality of Lia Rochelle, residing in Paris, on the other
part, have agreed, and have respectively treated with
each other, about the sale and purchase of sixty thousand
hogslreads of tobacco, from nine to ten hundred weight,
of the different growths of the continent of America, on
the ‘following terms and conditions, viz:

That I, Robert Morris, engage on my part: 1st. To
ship and deliver at the several ports of France, hereafter
specified, the whole at my hazard and risk, until the total
delivery, to the said Sieur Le Normand, of thessixty thou=
sand hogsheads of tobacco, in the space of the three suc-
cessive years of 1785, 1786, 1787, at the rate of twen-
ty thousand hogsheads per annum. '

2d. I moreover engage to assort each annual comple-
ment in the following proportions, viz :

One-fourth part James and York river tobacco; half
Potomac and Rappahannock ; and the other fourth in
Maryland tobaccos one-third of - which, at least, fit for
smoking : the whole of the first qualities fit for France.

3d. I also oblige myself to ship the sufficient quantity
in vessels which shall be American, in preference to
French ; that the aforesaid quantity of twenty thousand
hogsheads shall arrive in the ports of Bordeaux, Havre-
de-Grace, Dieppe, and Morlaix, in the following propor-
tions, viz : seven thousand hogsheads to Bordeaux, seven
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thousand to Havre-de-Grace, three thousand to Dieppe,
and three thousand to Morlaix ; observing that the pro-
portion of Maryland tobacco fit for smoking shall of pre-
ference be comprehended in equal proportions in the par-
cels sent to Morlaix, Bordeaux, and Havre.

And in case where any {shipments shall exceed in one
year the aforesaid distribution, the excess shall be carried
in augmentation to Havre-de-Grace.

4th. The tobacco shipped and delivered in conformity
to the aforesaid, shall be paid for by the said Sieur Le
Normand to me, at the price of thirty-six livres tournois
for each hundred weight, marc weight ; and the said Sieur
Le Normand shall discharge the amount of each cargo
within a month after the delivery to Messrs. Le Coutenlx
& Co., my bankers in Paris; deducting, however, two
livres tournois for each hundred, marc weight, for the re-
imbursement of a million advance, which the said Sieur
Le Normand has put into the hands of the aforesaid
. Messrs. Le Couteulx & Co., to hold at my disposal, as
appears by their receipt at foot of the present contract.

5th. I consent that the two thousand hogsheads, of
which I have given advice, by my letter of 27th October,
to the said Sieur Lie Normand, of the purchase and speedy
loading for the port of Havre-de-Grace, shall make part of
my first delivery for this year, and shall be paid for to me
at the price of thirty-six livres tournois, with the deduction
of two ltvres tournois per hundred weight, as is specified in
the preceding article. ‘

6th. For the mode of delivering the tobacco: it shall
be taken out of the hogsheads, and none shall be rejected
but what is damaged ; then the tobacco shall be weighed
on the quay, and received at the weight it really weighed,

Vor. m1.—5
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without any deduction whatever ; and until it is weighed,
it shall be at my risk and expense.

Tth. The damaged tobacco shall be cut and sent to some
other place, if my correspondents shall think proper ; other-
wise, it shall be burnt in their presence.

And I, Le Normand, accept in general and submlt to
all the clauses and conditions mentioned in the seven
foregoing articles; and, as a preliminary to the present
contract, I have remitted the sum of a million of livres
tournois, mentioned in the 4th article, to Messrs. Le
Couteulx & Co., as appears by their receipt annexed at
the foot of the present contract, for the said sum to be
reimbursed conformably to said article. I moreover con-
sent,

Ist. That in case that the vessels employed in this
business shall become subject to greater or new duties or
taxes than what the French vessels coming from France
pay, the aforesaid duties shall be charged to me.

2d. That all the duties which hereafter, or posterior to
the present treaty, may be put either on exportation from
America, or on the importation into France, shall be charged
to me ; and, in consequence, I will be accountable to Mr.
R. Morris for those which may happen in America, on the
exportation, at the rate of 5liv. 5s. tournois for each hard
dollar; and this, upon an authentic certificate that the duty
is imposed.

3d. I engage that the Farmers General shall not make,
either directly or indirectly, any purchases of tobacco in
America ; and, consequently, if I have occasien for a
greater quantity of tobacco, it shall be furnished to me, on
the same price and conditions.

Done in five parts, at Paris ; .four of which to be sent
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to America, by the English and French packets, the
fifth to be deposited in the hands of Messrs. Le Cou-
teulx & Co.
At Paris, 11th January, 1785.
LE NORMAND,
Receiver General of Finances.
Sigued at Philadelphia, 10th April, 1785.
) ROBERT MORRIS.
Certified to be true and conformable to the original
in my hands at Paris, 20th February, 1788.
LE NORMAND.

We, the undersigned, acknowledge to have received
from Mr. Le Normand, Receiver General of the
Finances of the Generality of La Rochelle, the sum of
one million livres tournois, in effects to our satisfaction,
which we promise to hold at the disposal of Mr. Robert
Morris, heretofore Superintendent General of the Fi-
nances of the United States of America, after the ab-
solute asceptation of the present treaty, a duplicate of
which has been placed in our hands.

At Paris, 11th January, 1785.
LE COUTEULX & CO.

! nntt® @ Gt

FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON TO JOHN JAY.

Paris, May 31, 1786.
Sir,
A safe opportunity occurring by the way of London,
I have it now in my power to transmit you the sequel of
the papers relative to Algiers, which could not be in rea-
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diness to go with my letter of the ®ith instant by the
French packet, which I expect will sail from L’Orient
to-morrow.

I am enabled, at the same time, to send you a copy of
the resolutions of the committee on the subject of the to
‘bacco, together with a copy of the Count de Vergennes’s
letter to me, giving official notice of them, having en-
closed a copy of Mr. Morris’s contract in my letter of .
May 27th on the same subject. You will be enabled to
give such notice of the whole as you think proper.

I have the henor to be, &ec.,
TH: JEFFERSON.

i@ @ Qe

FROM THE COUNT DE VERGENNES TO THOMAS JEFFERSON.

Translation.

Versailles, May 30, 1786.
Sir, :

I take the earliest opportunity to inform you, that not-
withstanding the treaty which the Farmers General
bave made with Mr. Robert Morris, for the delivery of
a certain quantity of tobacco, they have just concluded
to take in the way of trade as much as 15,000 hogsheads
per annum. To let you understand better the extent of
the decision in question, I send it to you in the extract
enclosed. I beg that you will make it known both in
America, as also to the American owners of vessels who
may be found in our ports, so that they may direct their
commercial speculations accordingly.

I have the honor to be, &c.,
DE VERGENNES.
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Translation.

Resolves of a Committee held at Berni, 24th March,
1786.

The committee, resuming their former deliberations
respecting a treaty made with Mr. Morris; informed of
the circumstances in which it was made ; also informed of
the despatch of twelve thousand hogsheads of tobacco,
the approaching arrival of which has been announced by
Mr. Couteulx, the correspondent of Mr. Morris, bave
unanimously thought that the execution of the treaty
ought to extend until the 1st of January, 1788, saving
the right of aonulliog, in case of failure of execution on
the part of the said Mr. Morris, the conditions of the said
treaty ; taking afterwards into consideration the interest of
the national commerce with that of the United States,
bave agreed on the resolutions hereafter enumerated:

Ist. After the expiration of the treaty with Mr. Mor-
ris, there shall be made no more bargains of the same
kind.

2d. The Farmer General shall always bave in bhis
magazines a necessary supply for the exercise of his pri-
vilege, which supply shall be formed by what shall be
furnished by the contract with Mr, Morris, as well as by
what he shall procure by means of commerce.

8d. To secure this supply, the Farmer General shall
purchase, during the continuation of the contract with Mr.
Morris, only the tobacco which can be furnished by trade,
and brought in Frrench or American vessels, to the amount
of 12 to 15 thousand hogsheads every year, at the same
price, and on the same conditions, stipulated with the said
Mr. Morris.
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4th. In cases where cargoes shall not be assorted, the
tobacco shall be paid for at the following prices:
" Livres.
1st quality James and York river tobacco, nett cwt. 38
2d do. Potomac and Rappahannock - - 36
3d do. Maryland tobacco - - - - 34

All the first qualities of each kind proper for France.

5th. In cases of difficulty respecting the quality, sam-
ples shall be sent to the Council, and it shall be deter-
mined by a commission, which shall be authorized to have
the samples examined by such person as may be proper.

6th. When the tobacco furnished by the Americans
shall not be delivered in a manufacturing port, there
shall be deducted from the stipulated prices thirty sous
per nett quintal, for expenses of transportatien.

et ® @ Qv

FROM JOHN JAY TO THOMAS JEFFERSON.

New York, August 18, 1786.
Sir, :

My last to you was dated the 14th of last month;
since which, I bave received and laid before Congress
your several letters of 12th, 22d, 23d, two of 27th,
and one of 31st May last, with the papers enclosed with
them.

It has happened, from various circumstances, that seve-
ral reports on foreign affairs still lie before Congress,
undecided upon.  The want of an adequate representa-
tion for long intervals, and the multiplicity of business
which pressed upon them when that was not the case,
have occasioned delays and omissions, which, however
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unavoidable, are much to be regretted. It is painful to
me to reflect, that, although my attention to business is
unremitted, yet I so eften experience unseasonable de-
lays and successive obstacles in obtaining the decision
and sentiments of Congress, even on points which re-
quire despatch. But so it is, and I must be content with
leaving nothing undone that may depend upon me.

The Consular Convention is now, as it has long been,
under the consideration of Congress; and I have reason
to hope they will soon enable me to send you full in-
structions on that subject.

I have long thought, and become daily more con-

vinced, that the construction of our Federal Government
is fundamentally wrong. To vest legislative, judicial,
and executive power in one and the same body of men,
and that too in a body daily changing its members, can
never be wise. In my opinion, those three great de-
partments of sovereignty should be forever separated,
and so distributed, as to serve as checks on each other.
But these are subjects that have long been familiar to
you, and on which' yon are too well informed not to an-
ticipate every thing that I might say on them.
- I enclose a late ordinance of Congress for Indian af-
fairs, and their requisition for the ensuing year. Those
subjects have consumed much time ; they are, however,
moportant ones, and the attention of Congress to them'
could not, with propriety, have been postpoued.

I have advised Congress to renew your commission, as
to certain powers. Our treasury is ill supplied; some
States pay nothing, and others very little. The impost
not yet established. The people, generally, uneasy in a
certain degree, but without seeming to discern the true
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oguse, viz: want of emergy, both in State and Federal
Governments. It takes time to make sovereigns of sub-
jeets. .
I am, dear sir, &c.,

_ JOHN JAY.

@ @ Gre—

FROM JOHN JAY TO THOMAS JEFFERSON.
> Office for Foreign Affairs,
October 3, 1786.
Sir,

I have the honor of transmitting you, herewith en-
closed, the following papers, viz:

No. 1. A copy of the Consular Convention signed by
the French and American Plenipotentiaries.

No. 2. A copy of the act of Congress, vadér whieh
the American Plenipotentiary signed the same.

No. 3. A copy of a scheme of a convention mea-
tiened and referred to in said act. ’ '

No. 4. A copy of a report on the said convention.

No. 5. A copy of an act of Congress containing ia-
structions and giving authority to you, on the subject of
the said convention,

These papers will possess you fully of the whole busi-
ness. I am persuaded that it will appear to you as it
does to Congess, to be a delicate one, and to require de-
licate management.

The original scheme of the convention_ is far from be-
ipg unexceptionable, but a former Congress having agreed
to it, it would be,improper now to recede ; and therefore
Congress are content to ratify a convention made com-
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formable to that scheme, aud to their act of the 25th day
of January, 1782, provided a clause limiting its duration
be added. It will be proper, therefore, to press on the
Court only such objections to the convention as arise
from its departure from the scheme. On. making an ac-
curate comparison, such departure will appear manifest to
his Majesty ; and there is reason to expect,.from his can-
dor, that he will readily consent to remove the objections
occasioned by it.

As it certainly is wise to try the merits of institutions
entirely new by actual experienee, before nations adopt
them forever, the propriety of rendering this convention
probationary, in the first instance, is unquestionable. Con-
gress cannot, therefore, presume that his most Christian
Majesty will object to a clause for limiting its duration.
The design of this convention being for mutual and recip-
rocal benefit and convenience, it would be doing injustice
to his Majesty to suppose that he would wish to provide
for its existing longer than it should prove useful and sat-
isfactory.

If, after the experience of a few years, it should be
found to answer the purposes intended by it, both parties
will have sufficient inducements to rénew it, either in its
present form, or with such alterations and amendments as
time, experience, and other circumstances, may indicate.

With great respect, &c.,
‘ JOHN JAY.
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FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON TO WILLIAM CARMICHAEL.

Paris, June 20, 1786.
Dear Sir,

. My last to you was of the 5th May, by Baron Wal-
terstorfl. Since that, I have been honored with yours of
April the 13th, and May the 16th and 18th. The pre-
sent covers letters to Mr. Lamb and Mr. Randall, inform-
ing them that the demands of Algiers, for the ransom of
our prisoners, and also for peace, are so infinitely beyond
our instructions, that we must refer the matter back to
Congress, and, therefore, praying them to come on im-
mediately. I will beg the favor of you to forward these
letters. The whole of this business, therefore, is sus-
-pended till we receive further orders, except as to Mr.
Barclay’s mission. Your bills have been received and
“honored. The first naming expressly a letter of advice,
and none coming, it was refused till the receipt of your
letter to me, in which you mentioned that you had drawn
two bills. I immediately informed Mr. Grand, who
thereupon honored the bill.

I have received no public letters of late date. Through
other channels, I have collected some articles of informa-
tion, which may be acceptable to you.

. * » . * » .

In a letter of March the 20th, from Dr. Franklin to
me, is this passage: “ As to public affairs, the Con-
gress has not been able to assemble more than seven
or eight States, during the whole winter ; so the treaty
with Prussia remains still uoratified, though there is no
doubt of its being done soon, as a full Congress is ex-

pected next month. The d.isposition to furnish Con-
e 4
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gress with ample powers augments daily, as people be-
come more enlightened. And I do not remember ever
to have seen, during my long life, more signs of public
felicity than appear at present throughout these States.
The cultivators of the earth, who make the bulk of our
nation, have made good crops, which are paid for at
high prices, with ready monéy ; the artisans, too, receive
high wages; and the value of all real estate is augment-
ed greatly. Merchants and shopkeepers, indeed, com-
plain that there is not business enough. But this is
evidently not owing to the fewness of buyers, but to the
too great numbers of sellers ; for the consumption of goods
was never greater, as appears by the dress, furniture,
and manner of living, of all ranks of the people.” His
health is good, except as to the stone, which does not
grow worse. I thank you for your attention to my request
about the books, which Mr. Barclay writes me he has
forwarded from Cadiz. '
I have the honor to be, &ec.,
TH : JEFFERSON.

et ® @ Gtove—

FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON TO JOHN JAY.

Paris, April 8, 1786.
Sir,

My letters to you by the last French packet were
dated May 12th, 22d, 23d, 27th, 27th; and I sent by
the way of London, one dated May 31st. Since this, I
have been honored with yours of May 5th; the letter
therein enclosed for Mr. Dumas, has been duly forward-
ed; and the report on-thgsubject of the Consular Con-
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vention I delivered to the Count de Vergennes the first
levee day after the return of the King, who was gone to
Cherbourg at the time of my receiving it. Mr. Randall
being so far on his return, and meaning to go by the way
of London, where his stay will be short, he will be the
bearer of this letter, with which I have an opportunity of
enclosing the last letters I have received from Mr. Bar-
clay and Mr. Lamb. Mr. Barclay left Cadiz soon after
the date of his letter. I wrote to Mr. Lamb on the
20th June, with the concurrence of Mr. Adams, to re-
pair to Congress with all possible despatch; recommend-
ing, but not “enjoining, his coming by the way of Mar-
seilles and Paris, suppesing it possible that the informa-
tion he might communicate might be usefully applied by
Mr. Adams and myself in the execution of the commands
of Congress. I afterwards wrote him another letter, de-
siring expressly that, if this route was likely to retard
much his attendance on Congress, he would take such
other as should be shortest.

At the desire of Monsieur Houdon, I have the honor
to enclose to you his propositions for making the equestrian
statue of General Washington.

In the autumn of the last year, I received letters
from an American master of a ship, of the name of
Asquith, informing me that he had had a most disastrous
passage across the Atlantic ; that they had put into Brest
when in such distress, that they were obliged to make
the first port possible; that they had been immediately
seized by the ofticers of the Farmers General, their ves-
sel and her lading seized, and that themselves were then
in jail, suffering from every want. Letters by every
post gave me to believe their distress was very real; all




DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENCE. 17

their cash was soon exhausted ; and the winter setting in
very severely, I desired a merchant of Brest to furnish
“them a livre a day apiece. It was some time before I
could be ascertained of the nature of the proceedings
agaionst them ; it proved at length to be a prosecution, as
for endeavoring to introduce tobacco in contraband. I was
induced to order this allowance, from evidence that
the men, six in number, must inevitably perish, if left to
the pittance allowed by the Farmers General to their
prisoners, and from a hope that the matter would soon be
decided. 1was led on by this delusive hope from week
to week, and month to month, and it  proved to be ten
months before they were discharged. Tapplied early to
Count de Vergennes, and was informed by him that the
matter being in a regular course of law, there could be
no interference, and that, if the sentence should be
against them, I might expect a remission of so much of
it as should depend on the King. They were con-
demned to forfeit their vessel and cargo, to a fine, and
to the galleys ; the fine and condemnation to the galleys
were remitted immediately by the King; but the for-
feiture of the vessel and cargo being for the benefit of
the Farmers, he could not remit that. They were also
to pay the expenses of their prosecution, and to remain in
jail till they did it; so that, upon the whole, 1 was
obliged to advance for them 2620#v. 2s., being some-
what upwards of one hundred guineas; for. which, I
informed Asquith from the beginning, he must consider
himself as answerable to the Unaited States. .I accord
ingly enclose the account, showing the purposes for
which the money was paid, and his own original ac-
knowledgment that it was for his use. Iown1am un-
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certain whether I have done right in this, but I am
persuaded some of them would have perished without
this advance ; I, therefore, thought it one of those cases
where citizens, being under unexpected calamity, have a
right to call for the patronage of the public servants.
All the disinterested testimony I have ever been able to
get, has been in favor of the innocence of these men.
Count de Vergennes, however, believed them guilty ;
and I was assured the depositions regularly taken were
much against them. I enclose, herewith, the state of their
case, as it appeared to me in the beginning, and as I com-
municated it by letter to the Minister.

Having been lately desired by the Swedish Ambassa-
dor to state to him what I thought the best measure for
rendering the island of St. Bartholomew useful to the
commerce of Sweden and the United States, I did it
in a letter of which I enclose a copy ; my view in doing
it is, thay, if any further or better measure should occur
to Congress, on its being communicated to me, I can still
suggest it to the Ambassador, probably before any final
decision. It being raterial that the reduction of the
duties on whale oil, which would expire with the close of
this year, should be revived in time for the whalemen to
take measures in consequence, we have applied for a
coatinuance of the reduction, and even for an abolition of
all duties. The committee, of the creation of which I
informed you in my letter of May 27th, and of which the
Marquis de la Fayette is a member, were in favor of the
abolition ; but there is little prospeet—perhaps none at all
—of obtaining a confirmation of their sentence. I have
no doubt of the continuance of the abatement of the duties,
on the footing stated in that letter: the term of three
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years will probably be adopted. The Gazettes of Ley-
den and of France, from the former to the present date,
accompany this.
I have the honor to be, &ec.,
TH: JEFFERSON.

—et® @ Qe

FROM THOMAS BARCLAY TO MESSRS.. ADAMS AND JEF-
FERSON.

Cadiz, May 23, 1786.
Gentlemen, ‘

Since my arrival here, the 9th, nothing has occurred
worth your attention. I am waiting for a vessel that is
bound to Mogadore, and expect to sail in & few days.
You have probably as late accounts from Mr. Lamb as I
can give you ; yet it may not be improper to inform you
of his arrival at Alicant, the 24th of last month, where
doubtless his quarantine has delayed his proceeding to
Madrid. The enclosed is a copy of a letter from the
Count d’Espilly to Mr. Carmichael, dated at Algiers, the
20th past. Whether it will convey any thing new or
not, I cannot say ; nor whether Mr. Carmichael may not
already have transmitted to you its contents.

I hope to have the pleasure of soon hearing from you,
and of béing informed whether you have any commands
for me further than Morocco. I have long been anxious
to see the trade of our country to these parts put on a
safe and respectable footing, as I am well acquainted
with the importance of the object ; and if I can, while I
am in the neighborhood of Africa, in the smallest degree
contribute towards the doing it, no care or attention on
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my part shall be wanting. 1f my going to Constamtino-
ple will be thought by you uséful, you have only to com-
mand me, and I offer you my services there, or any
where else without limitation. As soon as I bave exe-
cuted the business in which I am engaged, I intend to re-
turn to America for a few months, having already pro-
. cured permission from Congress to go there to settle some
of my affairs, that require my presence. 1 send you,
herewith enclosed, an extract of a letter, written from
" Morocco to the Consul of the Emperor of Germany at
this place, from whom I received it ; but it is the only in-
telligence here of the Emperor of Morocco having made
such a declaration, and probably is no more than a sud-
den gust of passion, which has blown over with the cir- .
cumstance that occasioned it. It is, however, certain that
the British are not at present a favored people in Mo-
rocco, and that a letter from his Catholic Majesty is like-
ly to have greater weight in that country than one from
any other potentate on earth. I have had some conver-
sation with the Marquis de Vialli, who is well known to
the Emperor of Morocco, and who says he has frequent-
ly talked with him on the subject of America. His
opinion is, that the Emperor will demand a uibute of
18,000 dollars per anoum. ‘This gentleman, to whom I
was made known by Gen. O’Reily, the late Governor of
Andalusia and Cadiz, has given me a good deal of
useful information and advice ; but to what purposes I
shall be able to apply either, remains to be tried. Indeed,

1 much fear the Emperor’s ideas will exceed those of my
" constituents. Immediately on my arrival here, I wrote to
him that T would embark for Mogadore as soon as possi-
ble ; which I did, to cut short any delays that might occur
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there, by waiting his permission to go to Morocco, where
he is at presefit ; and I expect, by the time I get to Mogs-
dore, orders will ‘be lodged for my getting forward. 1
heg you will believe me, gentlemen, &c., ,
THOS. BARCLAY

—"o @ S

FROM JOHN LAMB TO THOMAS JEPFERSON.

Madrid, May 20, 1786.

After my little dnsappomtments, I arrived at Algiers
the 256th March, and, within the term of three or four
days, I found that the whole amount of the money in my
‘hands, belonging to the public, would not purchase the
unfortunate captives ; in consequence of which, I des-
patched Mr. Randall, so that your Excellencies might
bave the earliest netice of our matters in that quarter.
In a short letter to your Excellencies, I stated our affairs.
‘Accordingly, Mr. Randall sailed the 29th or 30th March,
with my desire to him to proceed with all possible des-
‘patch, to give the earliest.notice that was in my power ;
‘but when I canie here, I found Mr. Randull wasin Aran-
juez. Ireceived aline from him at nine the next évening,
in conseqaence of which I wrote him, and desired him'ts
proceed ; he answered my letter. The three letters I
berein enclose, so that your Excellencues will naturally
ex¢use me for the detention.

On the 3d day of April, T was admitted to an audience
‘with the Dey ; but he would not speak of peace, set the
slaves at most exorbitant prices; far beyond my limits.
‘The Tth, I bad a second interview ; but still he was of the
seme mind. About the 17th, I had the third and last in-

You. 111.—6
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terview ; he fell something of his first price, and I bere
enclose the last price, which is enormous, as your Excel-
lencies will see. My next views were o have an ac-
quaintance with their principal Minister, which I sooa
brought to pass by.some presents to this Minister’s confi-
dant, end he was our interpreter. - He told me that it was
his greatest desire that.eur peace might be made with
their Regency, and that, for his part, he would use his
utmost endeavors for the purpose ; but until the affairs of
Spain were settled, little could be done on our matter ;
and farther told me, not to mind the little put-offs by the
Dey, nor the enormous price asked for our slaves ; that the
price that was set on.our people was only to put a more mo-
dest face on theprice which they intend to make the Spag-
iards pay for their people, and advised me to go to Spaia,
and. wait uotil they had done with Spain, and that I might
rest assured that he would, at all opportunities, write to me.
I begged him to write to Mr. Carmichael ; he did. Ibegged
him o give me a free pass to come to Algiers and go
when. I pleased ;: he likewise dig, but told me shat if the
letter was expased that he hqd written Mr. Carmichael, he
shonld lose bis life, and when I returned that | might ex-
pect the same. 1 had sqweral interviews with this Min-
Jater, and the above is the purport and substamce, exeept-
ing that they had an entire right to .rake pence or. wez,
\\vithout the voice of the Grand Seiguior, and that they
were under no control by the Ottoman Porte.. Hae told
me that it would not be lang after my arrival.in Spain,
before he should let me know what sieps it weuld be best
1o take, and whea for me to retur, if I was ordered backs
and, as I found it was of no consequence to tagry longer
than unti] I had farshey orglers, Itook his advice and retwn-
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ed. There is no doubt but I shall hear from him soon.
After - waiting in -Spain a long time for the influence of
that Court, I was obliged to leave Madrid without
success ; for 1 got no- letter, although Mr. Carmichael”
took the utmost pains. About four or five days be-
fore I left Algiers, I received twa- letters from Mr. Car-
michael ; enclosed in one of those wasan open letter from
the Court of Spain, in favor of our mission to that Re-
gency, and directed to Count d’Espllly But, previous
to the reception of the letter, he told me if such a let-
ter came to him he could not make any use_ of it, neither
did he. - The reason he best knows; but this is sure, that
he cares very little about our peace in that quarter. The
letter I'carried from France was of no consequence. If
your Excellency could procure a letter from the Court of
France, and directed to the Dey, with their desires to
him fof a peace with the United States of America, it
would give great weight ; but such a letter, T dare say,
would be hard to be procured. The treatment I received
from the French Consul was polite ; indeed, he paid me
great attention. Mr. Logie, likewise, received me as an

old friend, and declared to me that he had no orders to
counteract my mission from his Court, ‘which 1 am sure
of. T Ieft the packet in the hands of Count d’Espily, ;
who bath employed her for Spain, until I call for her,

and have the Count’s receipt for the vessel. I thought
proper to leave. my own stores whioli I caried over,‘in
Algiers, and loft thems with Mr. Wolf, wha is a very hon-
est-good gentleman; and I believe a fliénd: to our cause
i thdt quarter; and, by fhe desiie'of Caunt o’ Kspétly,
baye left the care of our unfortunate pesple likewise it
bis hands, tagether wish' four hundred dollars to pay thew
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past expenses, and buy them such things as will make
them comfortable ; which money, I am sure, will be fru-
gally expended. 1 shall wait your Excellency’s further-
orders at Alicant, hoping that my conduct may be ap-
proved of, and am, with due respect, your Excellency’s -
s Most obedient, humble servant, .
JOHN LAMB.

N.B: The plague is within the limits of the Regency
of Algiers; in consequence of which it will make very
long quarantines in Spain. The vessel that I have bought
for the convenience of our business, [ believe will be or-
dered to Mahon, to perform quarantine. To purchase
this vessel was unavoidable, as I could not get to Algiers
well without.

I here give your Excellency an account of the pnces
of eur unfortunate people, and it is as follows, viz :

3 Captaing, at $6,000 each per head - §18,000

R Mates . - “ 4,000 do. - 8,000
2 Passengers, ¢ 4,000 do. - 8000
14 Sailors, =« 1400 ’ d_o. - 19,600
21 amount 1o the enormous sum of - 53,600

11 per cent. to be added accordmg to custom . 5,896

To Spanish milled dollars - .. $59,496

So that your Excellencies see how far beyond your
expectations the sum amounts, which renders me incape-
ble of acting until further orders. The price the 8pan-
iards are giving for their people is —— short of what is
charged us, and they have eleven hundred men, and
some upwards, in Algiers ; it will cost Spain more thew
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a million and a half of dollars for their slaves only ; the
peace of Spain and their slaves will amount to more than
three millions of dollars. I have only to add, that their
cruisers will, in all probability, be at sea by the 6th of
June, at farthest. I am of opinion that, if we follow our
pretension for peace this sunmer, they will hear pro-
posals, but not at the price we expected ; nor by the open
way we first went to work. If France will give nothing
but sealed letters, we had better bave none. To fight these
people, the first year will cost us more than half a million
pounds sterling. I have, by expetience of a long date, a
perfect knowledge of the cost of armed vessels; and at the
distance we are from these people, and foreign ports to
make use of, it will be a heavy tex upon us, aond with-
out the least prospect of gain. 1 hope I shall be excused
in speaking my mind so freely ; it is.out of zealous desires
for the goad of the conatry I belong to ; and it is my opinion,
thae for a less sum than the first year would ocost us te
fight, we can make peace, and, if we intend it at all, mow
is the only time to pursue, as the way is. seemingly opsa
for a trial. w :

I hope no more of .eur people will be so unbappy
as to fall into thosé' people’s hands this summer, and, in
that case, it will in a memner discourage them in their
expectations. Spain is our sure friend in our peace with
Algiers ; but they have not finished their peace at present.
We shall bave their assistance. at the conclusion of their
pexce. ‘ , L .
With due respect, &c.,

: J. LAMB. -

I have o objections to there being a tris] made at .
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5TH, LANGCAGE

& Is Turkisb, Arabic, Lingua Franca, Jtalian. Lingua
Franca is a corruption of Turkish, Italian, and Spannh
much spoken at Algiers at this time.

6TH & TTH, GOVERNMENT, RELIGION.

Little subordination is paid to the Ottoman Porte ; they,
however, acknowledge. the Grand Seignior to be the spi-
ritual head of their religion, and that is Mahometanism.
By the same species of fanaticism, the Christian religion
they hold in the utmost contempt.

CAPTURES. -

Two ships from the United States of America, with
- 21 persons on board, officers included. Of the different
niations, slaves about fifteen hundred. They are at war
with -all nations, except France, England, Denmark, Hol-
land, Spain, Sweden, Venice, and the - Emperor of Ger-
many.

et B Gtnee
Translation.

. Mr. Houdon asks for the executing am equestrian
stague in bronze of General Washington, having the pri--
vilege of the workshops in the city contsining the fur-.
naces proper for' this casting, and the dwelling house
thereto annexed, the sum of 600,000/iv. ; and ten years,
dating from this tme, to perform the work.; supposiag
that the pgreement. will be sigued by the two parties in
the copise of this.year. This priee being agreed to, the
peyments shall be divided a8 meay best suit Congress ; re-
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‘presenting, however, that during the' first years a variety
of disbursements must occur.

He conceives that he ought to prevail on the Senste
to allow this work to be cast in two parts—that is to say,
the General and the horse separately ; this will by no
means injure the unity of the work, but will rather, on re-
flection, be advantageous to every part, the casting, exe-
eution, solidity, and convenience for transportation. He
insists on this point, from the experience which he- and
bis workmen have endeavored to acquire to render them-
selves capable. He does not know at present of a founder
existing, on whom he can rely so well as on those whom -
he has himself prepared, at a great expense, during fifteen
.years that he has been in possession of the furnaces, in
which the equesirian statue of Leuis XV, Kiog of
France, was cast. The persons who were emp!oyed i
that business are now dead.

@ @ Stone—

Translation.

Description, of the cost of several Bronze Statues, and the
names of the artists who executed them.

Mr. Talconet was invited - to Russia to - inake the.
equestrian statwe of Peter the Great at Petersburg, in
bronze, on the following conditions: To have the ex~ .
penses of boaiding and lodging defrayed until his work
should be entirely finished ; that if, by means of sickness
or any other accident, the time and work should be pro-
longed beyond eight years, Mr. Talconet fully relies, en
the equity of ber Imperial Majesty to make allowasces
for his expenses and lodging for said time, as he cannet
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guard against unforeseen accidents.. He moreover re-
ceived 25,000liv. per annum, from  the Enipress, his
joursey from Paris-to Petersburg, and his retura to this
city, paid. That he would only -receive orders, either
from her Imperial Majesty directly, or through her Min-
amster. Prince Gallitzin, Minister of Russia, had offered
bhim, on the part of his Court, 400,000/iv. ; he would only
accept, however, 200,000/iv. Mr. Pajou asked 600,000
&iv. Mr. Coustou, 450,000/iv. Mr. Vassée, 400,0000iv.
‘The founder was to receive 140,000i0. immediately ufter
the casting, which, if it did not succeed, he was to have
10,000liv. per annum to begin it again. The expenses
of the workshops to be at the cost of the Court. The
equestrian statue in bronze, of -Frederick V,at Copen-
hagen, was made by Mr. Sally ; he received for the model
and the pains he bestowed on this piece, 600,00080.
It is true that this bronze statue, cast by Goor, con-
“tained upwards of 3,000 pieces, large and small. A pen-
sion of 5,000/iv. during life was given to Mr. Sally,
and which he drew two years after his arrival at Co-
penhagen. He, moreover, had a pension of 9,000/v.,
4,500liv. of which were paid till he finished his work,
and 4,5000iv. paid by the King until his death, and a
forther gratification of 36,000liv. The founder was paid
for the expenses of his two journeys, 40,000%v., 12,000
tiv. per annum, and 2,000%4v. income after the casting;
he remained about four years at Copenhagen, and re-
turned home -with about 200,000ktv. He asked, for
going to Petersburg, to cast the statue of Peter the
Great, 480,000liv. In short, for workmen’s wages, and
every thing depending thereon, for the space of eigh-
teen or nineteen years, -which were employed in this
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work, it cost the Tndia Company 2,200,000¥3. ; io which,
it is said, the King added 600,000liv., which makes in all
aear 3,000,0000v. Mr. Bouchardon. who began the
equestrian statue, in bronze, of Louis XiII, King of
France, which is at Paris, enjoyed during fiftecen years,
(that is to say, until his-death, which surprised him in the
middle of his work,) a pension of 15,000/iv. per annum.

| et @Bbere

FROM JOHN MEHEGAN TO THOMAS JEFFRBRSON, .

. Excellént Sir, " - . :

As T have seen the distress of your unfortunate coun-
wymen, [ implore you will use your utmost endeavors to
extricate them from this unhappy affair. They are now
in real want, having only three poor sous per day each
man to live on, which will scarce keep life, in the cold
prison they are confined in. The people in whom they
confided having got all the money they had, three
poor guineas excepted, and which they expect the law-
" yers at Brest will demand, as they sent for ten guineas
to carry on the suit; but the poor men have not such
a sum. And if they do not send money, they will be
deserted, and they will lose their libesty and property,
and “their ‘unfortunate families will be-ruined and suffer
for a crime they are imnocent of, withont your protec-
tion and assistance. :

The officers, and every one who saw the condition they
were in when they ‘came in here, ewn:they must either
perish at séa for want of provisiond and répairs, er come
imo this places alt threir provisions being so near out, as
hot t6 have tasted two days at miost, and the efficers have
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not the least circumstantial proof ageinst them, only pure
suspicions. : )

The officers have confined them the same as cnmm-b.
and give only the allowance destined. for criminals. The
peaple who came to get what they could from them, now
they are in distress, have entirely abandoned them. I
then entreat your Excellency to use your endeayors to
relieve and favor those objects of compassion, who, in a
strange land, are not able. to redress their grievances.
Exert, then, your influence in favor of your distressed—I
dare say innocent—<countrymen; their troubles are so great, -
that I fear they will not be able to bear them.. Should
Commodore John Paul Jones be at Versailles, I entreat
you to present him my respects. You will pardon the
liberty I take.

. lam,&c,' *
JOHN MEHEGAN.

N

et @ Qtwen.

_ Paris, November. 14, 1785. ‘
Slr, _

I take the liberty of troubling your Excellency on bo-
half of six citizens of the United States, who have been
for some time confined in the- prisons of St. Pol de Leon,
and of referring for particulars to the enclosed state of
their case. Some of -the material facts. therein mention-
ed are founded .om the bill of sale for the vessel, her clear-
ance from Bakimore, and ber log-book. The. originals
of-the two last, and a copy of the first, are in my hands.
I have also letters from a merchant .in. Liverpool to
Asquith, which reader it, very probable that his vessel
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was bound to Liverpool. The other circumstances de-
pend on their affirmation ; but T must say that in these
facts they have been uniform and steady. 1 have thus
long avoided troubling your Excellency with this case, in
hopes it would receive its decision in the ordinary course
of law, and I relied that that would indemnify the suf-
“ferers, il they had been used unjustly. But though they
have been in close confinement now near three months,
it has yet no appearance of approaching. to decision. In
the mean time, the cold of the winter is coming on, and,
to men in their situation, may produce events which would
render all indemnification too late. I must, therefore,
pray the assistance of your Excellency for the liberation
of their persons, if the established order of things may ]
possibly admit of it. As to their property and their per
sonal sufferings hitherto, I bave fall cenfidence that the .
laws have provided for their discussion some tribunal
where justice will be done them. I enclose the opinion
of an advocate, forwarded to me by a gentleman whom I
had desired to obtain, from some judicious person of that
faculty, a state of their case. This may, perbaps, give
a better idea than I can of the situation of their cause.
His inquiries have led him to believe they are innocent
men ; but that they mast lose their vessel under the edict
which forbids those under thirty tons to approach the
coast. Admitting their innocence as he does, I should
suppose them net the objects on whom 'such ediot was
meant to operate. The essential papers, which he says
they redemanded from him and did not return, were sent
10 me at my desjre.
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William end Catherine, Wiliam M Ncil, captein,
Williom Thompson, William Neilly, Rebert Andersen,
mariners, and Wiiliam Foxler, passcager.

Lister Asquith, a citizen of the State of Maryland,
baving 2 lawsoit depending in Eagland, which required
bis presence, as iavolving in its izsue early his whole
fortone, determined to go thither in a sma'l schoooer of
bis own, that he might, at the same time, take with him
an adventore of tobacco and flour to Liverpool, where
he had commercial connexions. This schooer be pur-
chssed as of fifty-nine and a half tons, as appears by his

bill of sale; but she had been registered by her owner at
twenty-one tons, in order to evade the double duties in
England, to which American vessels are now subject.
He cleared out from Baltimore for Liverpoel, the 11th
of June, 1785, with eight hogsheads of tobacco and
sixty barrels of flodr, but ran aground at Smith’s point,
sprung a leak, and was obliged to return to Baltimore to
refit; having stopped his leak, he took his cargo on
bourd agnin, and, his health being infirm, he engaged
Captain William M’Neil® to go with him, and on the
0¢h June sailed for Norfolk, in Virginia, and on the
20d came to in Hampton roads, at the mouth of the

’

*This was the offiosr, who, on the evacnation of Fort Miftis,
afisr the British had passed.the chevaux-de-frize in the Delaware,
wab loft with filleen men to destroy the works; which he did, and
brought off his men sucessfully. He had, before that, been eom-
mander of the Rattlesnake sloop of war, and had much annoyed
the British trade. Beiog bred a seaman, he had returned to that
vooation.




DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENCE. 98

river on which Norfoll is. Learning here that tobacco
would be better than flour for the English market, he
landed fifty barrels of his flour, and one hogshead of to- .
bacco, which he found to be bad, meaning to take, in~
stead thereof, nine hogsheads of tobacco'more. But
the same night it began to blow very hard, with much
rain. The 23d, the. storm became more heavy ; they
let go both their anchors, but were driven, notwithstand-
ing, from their ancharage, forced to put to sea, and go
before the wind.. The occurrences of their voyage wilt
be best detailed by short.extracts from their log-book:

Juae 24th. The weather becomes worse ; one.of the
foreshrouds and the foremast carried away.

June 25th. Shifted their ballast, which threw them oty
their beam- ends, andshipped a very heavy sea.-

- Held a consultation; the result of which was, timt
seeing ‘they were mow driven so far to sea, and the
weathsr continuing still very bad, it was better. to steer
for Liverpool, their port of destination ; thongh they had
oot their eargo on.board, and no other clearance but that
which they took from Baltimore. _

June 20¢th. The first observation they had been able to
take, N.-Lat. 38° 13",

June 30th. Winds begm to be light, but the sea snll
very heavy.

July Gth. Light winds and a nmooth sea, for the ﬁm
time, in Lat. 43° 52'.

July 9ih. Spokea French bng, Comte d’Anms, Cap-
tain Pierre Monreaux, from St, Maloes, in distress for
pravisions ; relieved her with three barrels of “flour.

. August 6th. Thick weather and a stvong wind ; made
the Land’s Ead of England.
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Avgust Tth.  Unable ta fetch the land, therefore: bore
off for Scilly, and came to with beth anchors ; drove not-
withstanding, and obliged to get up the anchorsand pm to
sea, running southwardly.

+ August 8th. Made the land of France, but d1d not
know what part. N

. Here the log-book ends ; at this time they had on board
but 10 gallons of water, 4 or 5 pounds of bread, 2 or 8
pounds of candles, no firewood, their sails unfit to be
trusted to any longer, and all their materials for mending
ther exhausted by the.. constant’ repairs which the vio-
lence of the weather had called for. They therefore took
a pilat aboard, who carried them into Port du Val'; but
being informed by the captain of a véssel there that the
schooner was too sharp built (as the American vessels
mostly were) to lie in.that port, he put out immediately,
and the next morning the pilot brought him to anchor in
the port of .the Isle de Bas. He went immediately to
Rascoff, and protested at the Admiralty the true state ‘of
bis case, and reported his vessel and cargo to the custors-
house. In making the report of his vessel, stated her as
21 tons. The officer informed him that if she was no
larger, she would be confiscated by an edict, which forbade
all vessels.under 30 tops to approach the coast; he told
the officer what was the real truth as to his register and
his bill of sale, and was permitted to report her accord-
ing tothe latter. He paid the usual fees of 10/iv. 7s.,
and obtained a clearance. Notwithstanding this, he-was
soon ‘visited by other persons, whom he suppeses to
bave heen Commis of the Fermes who seized his vesssl,
carriad her: to the pier, and confined the crew 1o the ves-
sel and half the pier, puttiog sentinels over them. They
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brought a gauger, who measured her hold and part of her
steerage ; allowing nothing for the cockpit, cabin, fore-
castle, and above one-half the steerage, which is almost
half the vessel, and thus made her contents (if that bad
been of any importance) much below the truth.. The
tobacco was weighed, and found to be 6,487lbs.,* which
was sent on the 18th to Landivisiau, and on the 19th
they were committed to close prison at St. Pol de Leop,
where they have been confined gver since. They bad,
when they first landed, some money, of which they were
soon . disembarrassed by different perspns, who, ia va-
rious forms, undertoek to serve thew.- Unable to spesk
or understand a word of the language of the couutry,
friendless, and left without money, they have languished
three months in a loathsome jail, without any other sus-
tenance, a great part of the time, than what could be
procured for three sous a day, which have been furnished
them to prewent their perishing. They have been made
to understand that a criminal process is going on against
them under two-heads. 1st. As having sold tobacco in
contraband ; and, 2d, as baving entered a_port of
.France in a vessel of less than 30 tops burden.  In sup-
port of the first charge, they understand that the- cireum-
stance is relied on, of their baving been seen off the
coast by the Employés des Uermes: one .or two days.

* A hogshead of tobacco weighs generally about 1,000lbs. Eng-

" lish, equal to 917Ibs. French ; the 7 hogsheads he sailed with would

therefore weigh, according to this estimate, 6,423lbs. They actwal-

ly weighed more on the first essay. When afterwards weighed at

Landivisiav, they had lost 841bs. from heing oatried ifto a drier air.

* Perhaps, 100, a difference of weights may have catered into this ap-
parent loss, ‘ . A ‘ :

VoL, 111.—7
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They acknowledge they may have been so seen while
beating off Port du Val till they eould get a pilot, while
entering the port ; and again, going round from thence to
the road of the Isle de Bas. The reasons for this have
been explained. They further add, that all the time they
were at Port ‘du Val, they hed a King’s officer on board,
from whom, as well as from their-pilot and the-captain, by
‘whose advice they left that port for the road of the Isle de
Bas, information can be obtained by their accusers (who
are not imprisoned) of the true motives for that measure.
#t is said to be urged, also, that there was found in their ves-
sel some loose tobacco i a blanket, which excites a suspi-
.cion that they had been selling tabacco.. When they
were stowing their lading, they broke a hogshead, as is
always necessary, and is always done to fill up the stow-
age; and to consolidate and keep the whole mass finn
-and in place. ‘Fhe loose tobacco which kad eome out of
the broken hogshead, they repacked im hags; but
in' the course of the distresses of their disastrous voy-
‘age, they had employed these bags, as they had done
‘evéry - thing else of the same nature, in mending their
sails. The condition of their sails when they came. into
port will prove this ; and ‘they- were seen by witnesses
enough, to whom their accusers, being at liberty, can have
access. - Besidet, the sale of a part of their tobacco is a
fact which, had it taken place, might have been proved.
'_Bu't they deny that it has been proved, or even can be
proved by true men, because it neverexisted. And they
hope the justice: of this country does ot permit strangers,
‘seeking in their ports an asylum from death, to be throwm
into jail and continued there indefinitely, on the possibili-
ty of a fact without any proof ; more especially when,
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as in the present cese, a‘demonstration to the comtrary js
furnished by their clearance, which shows they never had
mote than eight hogsheads of tobacco on board, of which
oae had been put ashore at Hampton in Virginia, as has
been before related, aad. the seven others remained when
they first entered port. If they had been smugglers of
tobaoco, the opposite coast offered a much fairer field, be-
cause ths gain there is so great, because they understand
the language and laws of the country, they know its har-
bors and coasts, and have connexions in them. ‘These
circamstances are so important to smugglers, that they do
pot :expect an instanoe has ever .occurred of the contra-
band of tobaeca attempted oathis side the channel, by a
crew wholly American. Be this as it may, tbey are pot
of that description of- men.

As to the secend charge, that. they may h&ve eatered
a pert of France in a vessel of less than thirty tons bur
den, they, in the frst: place, observe, that they saw the
gauger measure the vessel, and affirm that this method of
measuring could render little more than balf her trye con-
tents ; -but they say forthery that were she below the size
of thirty tons,and, when eatering the port, had they knowh
of the alternative of ejther forfeiting their vessel and car
go, or of perishing at sea, they must still bave entered
the -part ; the lass -of their vessel .and cargo being the
less evil. But the character of the lawgiver assures
them -that the intgntion of his laws is pervetied, when
misapplied -to persons, who, under their circusastancds,
take refuge in his ports. They bave ng oceasion to recur
from his clemency to his justice, by claiming the benefit
of that article in the treaty which binds the two nations
together, and which assures to the fugitives of either,
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from the dangers of the sea, a hospitable reception, and
without measuring the size of their vessel.

Upon the whole, they protest themselves to be as in-
nocent as they have been unfortunate. Instead of relief
‘in a friendly port, they have seen their misfortunes aggra-
vated by the conduct of officers, who, in their greediness
for giin, can'see in no circumstance any thing but ‘proofs
of guilt. They have already long suffered, and- are stifl
suﬂ'ering,' whatever scanty sustenance an-inclemeht’ season
and'close confinement can offer most distressing to men
who have been used to neither, and who have wives'and
-ehildren at home participating of their distresses. They
are utterly ignorant of the laws and language of  the
country where they are sufftring; they dre deprived of
that property which would enable them to, procure coun-
sel to place their injuries in a true light ; they are distant
from the stations of those who are appointed by their
country to pationize their rights ; they are not at liberty
to go to them, nor able to have communication through
any other than the uncertain medium of the posts ; and
they see themselves already ruined by the losses and: de-
lays they have been made to incur, and by the failure of
the original object of their voyage.

They throw themselves, therefore, on the patronage of
the Government, and pray that its energy may be jnter-
‘posed in aid of their poverty and ignorance, to restore
‘them to theit liberty, and to extend to them ‘thiat retribu-
tion which the laws of every country mean to extend to
those who suffer unjustly.’ '

' . . A
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Accounrt of disbyrsements and money paid by John Diot
& Co., merchants in Morlaiz, to Mr. Lister Asquith
and his crew, since the beginning of their detainment
in the prison of St. Pol de Leon to this day, in conse-
quence of his Excellency Thomas Jefferson’s desire to
Messrs. Borgnois des Bordes, freéres, merchants in
Brest; said detainment proceeding from the seizure
and condemnation by the Farmers General, of the
schooner called William and Catharine, the 9th Au-
gust, 1785, in the harbor of Roscoff, viz:

June 9th, 1786.
To cash paid Mr. Lister Asquith, for }us own
and his crew’s maintenance in St. Pol jail,

from the 22d October, 1785, tll.15th of

this present month of June, included, being
two hundred and thirty-seven days, at twen-
ty sous per day per man, or six livres per
day for the six men - - -
To cash paid to the attorney in St. Pol, for
signifying the appeal from the first judg-
ment of-the custom-house in Brest -
To sundry postages to Morlaix, and messages
sent from Morlaix to 8t. Pol, forward and
backward - - - - -
To cash paid Mr. Glean, attoi'ney in Brest, for

notification of the appeal of the sentence

issued in Brest, and signification of same to
the custom-house attorney, and to the entre-
poseur in Landivisiau - - -
To sundry postages paid by Messrs. des Bordes,
in Brest, &ec. - - - -
Postage of Mr. Jefferson’s last message -
To cash paid Mr. Gewy, interpreter in Brest,
for his trouble and actings - - -
To cash paid Mr. Derm, entreposeur in Landx-

18140
30100

1422 00 0
14129

1810 0

13150

9 40

12 00.9
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visiau, acting for and in behalf of the Far-
mers General, in consequence of the agree-
ment passed and settled betwixt him and
Mr. Lister Asqmth in the prison of St. Pol,
* the 3d of this present month of June, for the
following causes, viz
The charges of pracés-ocrbal seizire of 19th
- August - - - - -
For the cost and lawsmt. at'the custom-house
* office in Brest . - - -
For jail fees paid by the custom-house, for Mr.
Asquith and his crew, during ten months,

1916 6

82171

at fifty-four livres per month - - 54000 0

For cost, reporting and comptrolling of the
aforesaid action of the 3d June * - -
To cash paid Mr. Asquith and his crew, the

23d March, in consequence of Messrs. .

des Bordes’s letter, 13th said monl}n, for
buying clothes to cover them in jail, as
per receipt, twelve livres to each man,

bemg - - - - -

To cash paid Mr. Lister Asquith and crew,
for their travelling expenses going home,
according to Mr. Jefferson’s order, 22d

May, one guinea per inan, as per receipt -

To interest of said sum, from 22d October to
this day, valued at 3 per cent. livre -
To commission and trouble of said John Diot
& Co. writings, translanons, and other do-

37-50

72158

ings in this affair - - - 121 60

679 18 7

000

144 00 0

W 00 4

194 18

wmmo 20

Amoumilig, the within account of our disbursements,
and money paid to and for Mr. Lister Asquith and his
crew, to two thousand six hundred and ‘twenty livres
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and two sous, as per particulars in the said account,
which we cemfy to be true and sincere.

JOHN DIOT & Co
St. Pol de Leon, June 9, 1786.

I, the underwritten, do hereby acknowledge and certify
that the sums mentioned in the above account, amount-
ing to two thousand six hundred and twenty livres two
sous, have effectually and truly been paid to and for me,
as mentioned in the above said account, by Messrs. John
Diot & Co., by the orders of his Excellency Thomas
Jefferson, Esq., to Messrs. Borgnois des Bordes, fréres,
werchants in Brest, to whom said-sum is lawfully doe.

LISTER ASQUITH.
8t. Polde Leon, June 9,1786. =~

—d @ S

FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON TO BARON DE STAEL.

~ Paris, June 12, 1786,
Sir, : . ,

In compliance with your Excellency’s desire, I will
throw on paper such considerations as occur to me on the
question, “ How may the islapd of St. Bartholomew be
rendered instramental for promoting commerce between
Sweden and the United States?” They will be rapid,
undigested, and incomplete ; but a desire of centribating
to bind the two countries together in interest, and a re-
speot for your commands, will induce me to hazard them.
I shall make the interest of Sweden the. basis of my
theory, because we have no right te expect her to depart
from them in order to promote ows. '

* Ancient nations considered colonies principally as re-
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ceptacles for a teo numerous population, and as natural
and useful allies in times of war. - Bat modern nations,
viewing commerce as an object of first importance, value
colonies chiefly as instruments for the increase of that.
This is principally effected by their taking commodities
from the mother State, whether raised within herself; or.
obtained elsewhere, in the course of her trade, and fur-
nishing, in return, colonial productions- necessary for her
consumption, or for her commerce of exchange with other.
nations. Jn this way the colonies of Spain, Portugal,.
France, and England have been chiefly subgervient to
the advantages of their mother eountry. In this way, too,
in a smaller degree, has Denmark derived utility from her
American colonies ; and so, also, Holland, except as to
the island of St. Eustatius : this is by nature a rock, bar-
ren and unproductive in itself; but its owners became
sensible that what nature had denied it, policy could
more than supply. It was conveniently situated for car-
rying on contraband trade with both the continents, and
with the islands of America. They made it, therefore,
an enfrepdt for all nations.. Hither are brought the pro-
ductions of every other part of America, and the Dutch
give in exchange such articles as in the course of their
commerce they can most advantageously gather up; and
it is a question on which they will not enable us to decide,
whether by furnishing American productions-to the com-
merce of Holland, and by finding vent for such produc-
tions of the old world as the Dutch merchaots obtain .to
advantage, the barren rock of St. Eustatius does not give
more activity to their commerce, and leave‘ with them
greater profits, than their more fertile possessions on the
continent of South America. The Danes, finding that
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their islands were capable of yielding but moderate ad-
vantages by their native productions, bave also laid them
open to foreign commerce, in order to draw through them
articles which they do not produce in themselves, or not
in great quantities. But these nations, only half emanci-
pated from the fetters of commercial prejudices, have
taken only half a step towards placing these institutions
on their best footing. Both the Dutch and Danish free
ports-are under restrictions, which discourage very much
the operations of exchange in them.

The island of St. Bartholomew, lately ceded to Swe-
den, is, if I am rightly informed, capable of furnishing
little of its own productions to that country. It remains,
then, to make it the instrument for obtaining, through its
intermediation, such American productions as Sweden
can consume or dispose of, and for finding, in return, a
veat for the native productions ef Sweden. Let us sup-
pose it then made a free port;, without a single restric-
tion. These consequences will follow : 1st. It will draw
to itself that tide of commerce which at present sets to-
wards the Dutch and Danish islands, because vessels
going to these are often obliged to negotiate a part of '
their cargoes at St. Eustatius;.and to go to St. Thomas
to negotiate the residue ; whereas, when they shall know
that there is a port where all asticles are free both for
importation and exportation, they will go to that port
which enables them to perform, by one voyage, the ex-
changes which, hitherto, they could only effect by two.
2d. Every species of American produce, whether of -the
precious raetals or of commodities, which Sweden may
want for its own' consumption, or as aliment for its com-
merce with other nations, will be collected, either fairly
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or by eontraband, into the magasines of St. Bartholomew.
3d. All the productions which Sweden can furnish firom'
within itself, or obtain to advantage from other nations,
will; in like manner, be deposited in the magagines of.
St. Bartholomew, and will be carried to ‘the several parts’
of America, in payment: for what shall ‘be. taken from
them. : : : :

- If it be objected that this unrestrained license will give
opportunity ta the subjects of other natioss to carry on
exchanges there, in which Sweden will be noways inter-.
ested : I say, 1st. That there will be few of these’opera-
tions into which the Swedish merchants will not be taken,
in the beginning, or in the long run. 2d. That there
will be few of these exchanges, into which productions will
not enter, when productions are wanted in return. 3d.
That, suppose neither Swedish merchants nor productions
enter into the operation, what objections can Sweden have
to other people’s meeting ir one of her ports, to.carry on
their commercial exchanges ? On the contrary, would not
every enlightened nation be glad if all others would come
to her, as a common centre for commercial operations ?
If all the merchants who make.the exchanges of com-
merce in Amsterdam, London, Lisbon, Leghorn, &c.
would go, by commen consent, to perform these opera-
tions in Stockholm, would that wise Government obstruct
such an assembly ? If all the exchanges now made in
the several ports of the two cortinents, and of the islands
of America—in Philadelpbia, for instance, Charleston, St.
Eustatius, Porto Bello, Rio Janeiro—were proposed to be
transferred to the island of St. Bartholomew, would that
island be rendered thereby less able to promote the .com-
merce of the mother country ? ' :
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These general observations have anticipated the an-
swer to our question, How may the island of St. Bartho-
lomew be rendered instrumental to the particular com-
merce between Sweden ‘and the United States? The
United States have much occasion for the productions of
Sweden, particalarly for its iron; for a part of this they
can furnish indigo, rice, tobacco ; and, so far, the exchange
may be effected by the merchants of the two countries
in the ports of the United States, or of Sweden. The
surplus of their wants they cannot take at all, unless Swe-
den wil: administer to them the means of paying for it ;
this she maysdo, by receiving at St. Bartholomew what-
ever productions they will bring. They will, of eourse,
send their flour, salt fish, and other things wanting in the
other ports of America, which, by the Swedish merchant
at St. Bartholomew, will be run into those ports, and
exchanged for precious metals or commerciable commo-
dities ; or, the American merchant, taking on himself
these operations, will run his flour or salt fish into those
ports himself, take cash, or such commerciable articles a8
suit. Sweden, and go with these to St. Bartholomew, to
pay for the iron he wants. :

The interest of the United States, then, is, that St.
Bartholomew be made a port of unlimited freedom ; and
such, too, is evidently the interest of Sweden. If it be
freed by halves, the free ports of other nations, at pre-
sent in possession of the commerce, will retain it against
any new port offering no superior advantages. The
situation of St. Bartholomew is very favorable to
these views, as it is among the most windward, and
therefore the most accessible of the West India islands.
How far they may be seconded by the character of its
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port, the Government of Sweden will best know, as-they
have taken the necessary information on that point.

Unacquainted with the details of commerce, I am able
to present only . general views of this subject ; they are
such, however, as experience seems to have proved ;
they may appear founded on a wadt of -attention to the
laws of society, inconsistent with sound morality. . But
first let the line be drawn between the just and equal
regulations of associated States, and the partial and op-
pressive rescripts of metropolitan cupidity, and we shall
see whetber the interloper, or the legislator of Chili and
Peru, is on the right side of that line: They will need
apology for anether cause, where it will be more difficult
to be found ; that, as they offer nothing bat what would
have occurred, and in a better form, toyourself, nobody
is more sensible of this than myself, and I can expect
your indulgence only by praying you to.consider them,
not as pretending to any information which you do ‘not
already posse ss, but as the offerings of that perfect esteem,
with which

I have the honor to be, &c.,
TH: JEFFERSON

o} © @ Gtveee
FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON TO JOHN ADAMS.

. Paris, July 11, 1786.
Dear Sir,

Qur ingtructions relative to the Barbary States baving
requiredus to proceed by way of negotiation, to obtain
their peace,.it became our duty to do this to the best of
our power. Whatever might be our. private opinions,
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they were to be suppressed, and thé line marked out to
us was to be followed. It has been so, honestly and zeal-
ously. ' It was, therefore, never material for us to consult
together on the best. plan of conduct towards these
States. 1 acknowledge I very early thought it would be
best to effect a peace through the medium of war.
Though it is a question with which we bave nothing to
do, yet as you proposed some discussion of it; I shall
trouble you with my reasons. Of the four positions laid
down in your letter of the 3d instant, I agree to the
. three first ; which are; in substance, that the good offices
“of our friends cannot procure us a peace, without paying
its price ; that they cannot materially lessen that price;
and that paying it, we can have peace in spite of the in-
trigues of our enemies. A3 to the fourth, that the longer
the negotiation is delayed, the larger will be the demand :
this will depend on the intermediate captures; if they
are many and rich, the price may be raised ; if few and
poor, it will be lessened. However, if it is decided that
we shall buy a peace, 1 know no reason for delaying the
operatien, but should rather think it ought to be hasten-
ed. - But I should prefer obtaining it by war.

Ist. Justice is in favor of this opinion. 2d. Honor
favors it. 3d. It will procure us respect in Europe ;
and respect is a safeguard to interest. 4th. It will arm
the federal head with the safest of all the instruments of
coercion over its delinquent members, and prevent it from
-using what would be less safe. I think that so far you
go with me. But in the next steps we shall differ.
5th. I think it least expensive. 6th. Equally effectual.
I ask a fleet of one hundred and fifty guns, the one-half
of which shall be in constant cruise. This fleet, built,
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manned, and victoalled for six moaths, will cost four hyn-
dred and fifty thousand pounds sterling, Its annual ex-
pense will be three hundred pounds sterlisg a gun, in-
cluding every thing ; this will -be forty-five thousand
pounds sterling a-year. I take British experience for the
basis of my calculation, though we knpw, from our own
experience, that we can do in this way for pounds law-
ful, what costs them pounds sterling. Were we tocharge
all this to the Algerine war, it would amount to litile
-more than we must pay if we buy peace. Butasitis
proper and necesgary that we should establish a small mg-
rine force (even were we to buy a peace from the Alge-
rines,) and as that force, laid up in our dogk-yards, would
cost us half as mach annually as if kept in order for ser-
.vice, we have a right to say that only twenty-two thou-
sand and five hundred pouads sterling, per annum, should
Jbe charged to the Algerine war. 6tb. It will be as effec-
tual. To all the mismanagements of Spain and Portugal
urged to show that war against those people is ineffectual,
I urge a single fact to prove the contrary, where there is
any management. About forty years ago, the Algerines
having broken their treaty with France, this Court sent
" Monsiear ‘de Massisc, with . one large and two small
frigates ; he blockaded the harbor of Algiers three months,
and they subscribed to the terms he propesed. If it be
admitted, however, that war, on the fairest prospects, is
still exposed to .uncertainties, | weigh agsinst this the
greater unoertainty of the duration of a peace bought
with mopey, from such a people, from a Dey ejghty
years old, and by a nation who, on the hypothesis of
buyiog peace, is to have no power on the sea to enforge
an pbservance of it.
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So far I have gone on the supposition that the. whole
weight of this war should rest on us.  But, 1. Naples
will join us. The character of their Naval Minister,
{Acton,) his known sentiments with respect to the peace
‘Spain is officiously trying to make for them, and his dis-
_positions against the Algerines, give the best grounds to
believe it. 2. Every principle of reason assures us that
‘Portugal will join us, I state this, as taking for granted,
what all seem to believe, that they will not be at peace
'with' Algiers. I suppose, then, -that a convention might
be formed between Portugal, Naples, and the United
States, by which the burden of the war might be quo-
taed on them, according to their respective wealth ; and
the term of it should be, when Algiers should subscribe
toa peace with all three on equal terms. This might
be left open for other nations’to accede to, and many, if
not most of the powers of Europe, (except France,
England, Holland, and Spain, if her peace be made,)
would sooner op later enter into the confederacy, for
the sake of having their peace with the piratical States
guaranued by the whole, Isuppose that, in this case,
Jaur proportion of force would not be the half of what 1
first calculated on.

These are the reasons which have influenced my
judgment on this question ; I give them to you, to show
you that I am imposed on by a semblanee of reason, at
least; and not with an expectation of their changisg
your opinion. You have viewed the subject, I am sure,
in all its bearings. You have weighed: both questions,
with all their circumstances. You make the result dif-
ferent from what I do. The same facts -impress us dif-
ferently. This is enough to make me suspect an error
in my process of reasoning, though I am not able to de-
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tectit. It.is of no consequence, as I bave nothing to say
in-the decision, and am ready to proceed heartily on any
other plan which may be adopted, if my agency should
. be thought useful. With respéct to the dispositions. of
the States, I am utterly vninformed ; I cannot help think-
ing, however, that on a view. of all the circumstances,
they might be united in cither of the plans.

Having written this en the receipt of your letter, with-
out knowing ‘of any opportunity of sending it, I know
not when it will go. I add' nothing, therefore, on. any
other subject, but assurances of the sincere .esteem and
respect, with which I am, &c.,

TH: JEFFERSON.

—et® @ Gtuo—

FROM ,;TOHN, JAY TO THOMAS JEFFERSON.

Office for Foreign Affairs,
October 12, 1786.

er,

Since my last to you, of the 18th August, I have re-
ceived and laid before Congress the letters you did me
the hovor t6 write on the 8th July last.

"I have some despatches of importance ready for you,
but I prefer sending them by a conveyance that will offer
about ten days hence.

" 1 enclose a certified copy of an act of Congress for
recalling Mr. Lamb ; another copy has been sent to Mr.

- Adams,
As the despatches above alluded to are particular, I

shall, at present, only add an assurance, which I always
make with pleasure, viz: that I am, with very sincere
esteem and regard, &c., : - "

.JOHN JAY.

« -
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FHOM JOHN JAY TO THOMAS JEFFERSON.
. . New York, October 27, 1786.
Dear Sir,

I wrete you a few lines by the last French packet,
mentioning the letters I had received from you, and that
- by another conveyance you would receive particular and
important despatches from me.

Those despatches relate to the Consular Convention.
. They began with a letter fram me of the 3d instant,
~which, ameng other'matters, enumerates the number of
papers apnexed to it.

After those despatches were completed, it was acci-
- dentally and seasomably discovered that the entry of the
-.scheme of the convention in the books of this office was
. erroneous.  As, in forming my report, I considered this
scheme as really being what it appeared to be from that
entry, correspoadent errors naturally took place in' the
report. :
On making that ducovery, I wrote a letter to the Pre-
sident of Congress, dated the 9th instant, a copy of which
.you will find to be the last paper which forms the packet
berewith enclosed. On that Jetter Congress were pleased
. to direct me to -take. order ; which is, in other words,
saying that they approve of the opxmon given in the ltst
paragraph ‘of the letter. -

We learn from the Chargé d*Affaires of France, that
a tréaty - is' concluded. for us with Morooco. We gre
anxious to be ‘ascertained of the fact, and to receive a
.- copy of i, that positive and ' accurate information on the
-subject may be published.. It is long sace we heard that
a treaty with Purtugnl wag llchemse conchded, but it has

Vor. .8 5 e
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not yet urrived, nor are we advised- of the reasons which
rotard its cooveyaoce, . - .

In my opinion, you and Mr. Adams.should have com-
‘missions to treat with the Emperor and some ether
ipowers ; but it 'so happens that mare domestic objeots
. divert the attention of Congress in a considerable degree

from their affairs abroad. o c

The inefficacy of our Government becomes daily more
.‘and more apparent. Our credit and our Treasury are in
a sad sitvation, and it is probable that either the wisdom
or passions of the people may produce changes.

A spirit of licentiousness has infected Massachusets,
which appears more formidable than some at first appre-

hended. Whether similar symptoms will not soon mark
‘d like disease ‘in several other States, is very. problem-
atical.

- 'The publie papers herewith. sent. contain every thing
generally known about these matters. A reluctance to
tixes, an impatienee of government, a rage for property,
"and little regard to the ‘means of acquiring it, together
with a desire of equality in all things, seem to actuate
the mass of those who dre uneasy in their circumstances.
“To these may be added the influence of ambitious adven-
- threts, and the speculations of many characters who pre-
fer private to public good, and of others whe expect to

. gain more from wrecks made by teispests, than from the
~prodifce of patient and homest iddistry. As the knaves
and-fools: of this world are forever in: alliance; it is easy
o perceive how much vigor and wisdom a Government,
‘“fofa itd constriction and adinistration, showld: possess,
+ in-ovder o répress the ¢vils which ndtunilly flow frem
such copious sources of injustice and -evil.:
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' Much, I think, is to be feared from the sentiments
which such a state of things is calculated to infuse into
the minds of the rational and well-intentioned. 1In their
eyes, the charms of liberty will daily fade ; and in seeking
for peace and security, they will too naturally turn towards
systems in direct opposition to those which oppress and
disquiet them.

If faction should long bear down law and government,
tyranny may raise its head, or the more sober part of the
people may even think of a King.

In short, my dear Sir, we are in a very unpleasant sit-
uation. Changes are necessary ; but what they ought to
be, what they will be, and how and when to be produced,
are arduous questions. I feel for the cause of liberty,
and for the honor of my countrymen who have so nobly
asserted it, and who, at present, so abuse its blessings.
If it should ot take root in this soil, little pajns will be
taken to cultivate it in any other.

This letter will be carried to London by the Rev. Mr.
Provost, who will, with his own hands, deliver it 1o Mr.
Adams, with one from me requesting him to convey it to
you by some trusty hand.

‘I have. the honor to be, &c.,
JOHN JAY.

(

P.' S. I.also enclose copies of three acts of Congress,
vis : of 16th, 20th, and 21st ibstant.®

3

* See Journals of Congress, pages 713, T14.
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FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON.TO JOHN JAY. a

Paris, August 11, 1786.
" 8ir, '

Since the date of my last, which was July 8th, I have
been honored with the receipt of yours of June 16th.
I am to thank you, on the part of the Minister of Geneva,
for the intelligence it contained on the subject of Galla-
tin, whose relations will be relieved by the receipt of it.

The enclosed intelligence relative to the instructions
of the Court of London to Sir Guy Carleton, came to
me through the Count de la Touche and Marquis de Ta
Fayette. De la Touche is a director under the Mares-
‘chal de Castries, Minister for the Marine Department,
and possibly receives' this intelligence from him, and he
from their Ambassador at London; possibly, too, it

"might be fabricated here ; yet, weighing the characters of
the Ministers of St. James and Versailles, I think the
former more capable of giving such instructions, than the
latter of fabricating them, for the small purposes it could
answer. - T

The Gazette of France, of July 28th, announces the
arrival of Peyrouse at Brazil ; that he was to touch at
Otaheite, and proceed to California, and still further north-
wardly. This paper, as you well know, gives out such
facts as the Court are willing the world should be pos-
sessed of ; the presumption is, therefore, that they will
make an establishment of some sort on the northwest
coast of America.

I trouble you with a copy of a letter from Schweig-
hauser and Dobrée, on a subject with which I am quite
unacquainted. Their letter to Congress, of November
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30th, 1780, gives their state of the matter ; how fur it may
be true and just, can probably be ascertained by Dr. Frank-:
lin, Dr: Lee, and other gentlemen, now in America..
I shall beg leave to be honored with the commands of
Congress on this subject. I have inquired into the state
of the arms mentioned in this letter to me ; the principal
articles are, about thirty thousand bayonets, filty thousand
gun-locks, thirty cases of arms, twenty-two cases of
sabres, and some other things, of lite consequence. The
quay at Nantes baving been overflowed by the river
Leoire, the greatest part of these arms were under water.’
and are now, as I am informed, a solid mass of rust, not
worth the expense of throwing them out. of the ware-
house, much less that of storage. Were not their want.
of value a sufficient reason against reclaiming the pro-
perty of these arms, it rests with Congress to- decide.
whether other reasons are not -opposed to this reclama-
tion. - They were the- property of a sovereign body ; they
were seized by an individual, taken. cognizance of by a

court of justice, and refused, or at least not restored, by
the sovereign within whose States they had been arreste
ed. These are cifcumstances which have been men-
tioned to me ; Dr. Franklin, however, will be able to in-
Jorm Congress, with precision, as to what passed on this
subject. If the information I have received be any
thing like the truth, the discussion of this matter cany
only be with the Court of Versailles ; it would be very
delicate, and could haye but one of two objects—either to
recover the arms, which are not worth receiving, orto
satiffy us on the point of honor. Congress will judge
how far thelatter may be worth pursuing ageinst a partic-
ufar ajly, and under actual circumstances. An instance,
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too, of acquiescence, on our part, under a wrong, tather
than disturb our friendship by altercations, may have its
value in some future case ; however, I shall-be ready w
" do.in this what Congress shall be pleased to dirsét.’

- I enclose the. despatches relative to the Barbary nego-
tiations, received since my last. It is painful to me ter
overwhelm Congress and yourself continually with these
voluminous papers, but 1 have no right to suppress any
pait of them ; and it is one of those cases, when, from a
want of well-digested information, we must be contented
to examine a great deal of rubbish, in order to find a little
good matter.

- The Gazettes of Leyden and Franee, to the presens
date, accompany this, which, for want of direct safe op-
pertunities, I am obliged to send by an American gentle-
man, by the way of London. The irregularity of the
French packets has diverted elsewhere the tide of pas-
sengers, who used to furnish me occasions of writing to
you, without permitting my letters to go through the past.
office ; so that when the .packets go now, I can seldom
write by them. '

I have the honor to be, &ec.,
TH: JEFFERSON.

0 @Ot )
FROM SCHWEIGHAUSER AND DOBREE TO THOMAS JEF-
FERSON.

. Sir,

In hopes of obtaining from you the justice whicli has
been so long denied us, we beg leave to ‘enclose a copy of
the letter our late partne} and parent, Mr. J. D. Schweig-
hauser, wrote to Oongress the 30th - November, 1780
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which will give you ample information of our claime for
our advanges for the continental frigate Alliance, to which
we join a copy of the resolve which it produced. Mr.
Johnson persisted in his refusal of examining our ae-
counts, as no longer Auditor General ; and Dr. Franklili|
refuged the payment of them, as not having been eanm,?
ined by this gentleman. We repeatedly solicited that
he would name a committee for that purpose; but, to
elude satisfying us, he would not adopt this measure.

. We have since laid these accounts and _their vouchers
before Thomas Barclay, Esquire, who has seen. every
ape of them, and is perfectly convinced, as was Dr,
Franklio himself, of their exactness. Permit us earnestly
to request, as an act of justice and friendship, that you
would put us in the way of obtaining our payment, and
to assure you of our acknowledgment and gratitude. We
have still a parcel of arms, &c. on hand, belonging to
Congress, which our co-partners in the house of Puchel-
berg & Co., in L’Orient, have laid an attachment on, to
assure them and us our due, or at Jeast part of it ; for we
know not the value of them, and not being yet author-
ized to sell them, they are of no utility to us, and we
fear that. warehouse rent of them will absorb ene day
their whole amount, which, without that, will be greatly
reduced by the want of having them cleaned, which per-
mission we have so often vainly solicited. If you eould
give us directions to sell them, it would be securing to
the States a value which is now daily diwinishing, and
will, by further delays, be absolutely eaten up.

We submit the whole to your justice, and have-thg

bonor to be, &c. . .

SCHWEIGHAUSER & DOBRE
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Extract of a letter from William Carmichhe!’.
‘  Madrid, July 15, 1786.

“ This country has signed its peace with Algiers, but
there are still arrangements to be made that require time,
patience, and address. I send you a letter which I re-’
ceived from thence this moment. As I have not time to’
copy. it, you will please to retarn it to me. T wish not
to derogate from the merit or services of any one, but
justice to myself, and still more the interests and honor
. of our country, oblige me to say that eur peace with the
Barbary States could have been negotiated here with
much less expense, with much less noise, and with greater
probability of success, than in the mode adopted by Con-
gress. - A negotiation with Algiers is not yet to be re-
garded as desperate. It is a question of calculation,
whenever our Republic will act and think for them-
selves; they will do what they please until that period ;-
we shall be the partridge and its young ones. We shall
never be respected until we respect oursélves. As you
may not possibly have heard from Mr. Barclay since his
arrival in Africa, I enclose you copies of a letter which I
received from his Excellency the Count de Florida
Blanca, with extracts from those received from the agent
of Spain in Morocco, and from a Minister of the Em-
peror, which I entreat'you to forward to Congress by the
first occasion, as few opportunities from hence offer for
the transmission of my despatches. I make no comment
on the nature of these letters. I am persuaded you will
at once see ‘the good faith and candor with which the
Ministry act on our bebalf. This Court will observe the
same conduct with respect to the Barbary powers in gen-
eral, the moment it can effectually interfere.”
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Extract of a letter from William Carmichael to Thomas
Jeﬁ'crson :
Madrid, July 15, 1786.

1 have just received the enclosed letters from Mr.
'Lamb, which I forward by the same courier to whom I
intrusted my last for  your Excellency. Mr. Lamb
writes me that his health not permitting ‘him to journey
by land, he has resigned his commission, and means im-
mediately to close his public accounts. The Count
&Espilly, and another agent of Spain, employed at Al-
giers and at Twnis, are now here. The first is much at-
tached to me, and the other I shall cultivate, and through
their means be enabled to obtain intelligence with re-
“spect to the situation of affairs on the Barbary coast, and
make such insinuations as yourself and Mr. Adams may
judge proper for the public interest. Whatever may be
the decision of Corgress, I think it necessary to induce
the Algerines to believe that the United States are more
disposed to be at peace than at war with them. Their
Minister of Marine desires peace with us, and appears
apprehensive of seeing American cruisers in the Medi-
terranean. I have ways of cultivating his friendly dis-
position, and excitiog his apprehensions. The Count’
d’Espilly informed me of a circumstance, that marked
strongly - the rancor of the Brifish in all parts of the
world to us. * 1 omitted mentioning it to you, because I
wished to have previously an exact detail of the trans-
action in writing from the Count himsell. He tells me,
that after Mr. Lamb’s departure from Algiers, the British -
Consul at'Barcelona, Mr. Gregory, advised Mr. Logie,
Consul at Algiers, that the Spanish papers procured by
Mr. Lamb for his vessel ‘were not regular, "that Mr.
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Lamb bad taken with him eigbty thousand dollars, &c.,
and that the Dey might seize the vessel as American
property.  Mr. Logie immediately communicated this
information to the Dey. The vessel having heen sent
by the Count d’Espilly’s desirg to Tunis, on public
business, the Dey replied that he had permitted the
American officers to Jand, that they were gone away,
and, as be supposed, had taken their money with them ;

at the vessel was now under his protection ; and con-
cluded by telling the Consul to mind his own busiaess,
and not to intermeddle, in future, with what did npt cpncern
him. This conduct of the British Consuls must arisg
from the Court, for their private characters gre good, and
they are men of liberal and bumane principles. As
soop, as the treaty is published, I will send you a copy of
it. D’Espilly will return in a few weeks to Algiers, to
terminate the ransom of the slgves, and to aid the Nea-
pelitan and Portuguese Envoys in their negotiations, the
result of which is doubtful. These pirates will. have
Russna and the Emperor on their hands, as in the last
cruise they have taken a Russian vessel worth eighty
thousand dollars, and a Tuscaw ship with forty prison-
ers. The Russian Minister at this Court, to whom I
gave the first information of this capture, tells me that he
will write to the Dey, as a Pacha of the Turkish Empire,
and enclose him a copy of the article of their treaty
with the Porte, demanding an immediate restitution of
the vessel end people, with damages. He added, that
he is sure of the approbation of his Sovereign, who will
be pleased to see one of her Ministers writing in a hayghty
style to a power that all Eurepe cqurts at present. When
sha}l we be in a situgtion to do this?”’
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¢ I have this moment received a letter for Mr. Lamb,
which I suppose to be from you, and shall forward it this
night to Alieant.”

P. S. Ihave just remarked your card of the 7th July,
whieh escaped my attention when I wrote the above.
‘The letter enclosed is from Mrs, Lamb, advising ne, that,
by her busband’s direction, she had drawn on me for five
hundred pouands sterling ; I forward the legter for his ad-
wice. He has left money in my banker’s hands here, bug
of which Inever choose to have the dispasitiop.”

—nQ @ Prwr—

FROM JOHKN LAMB TO THOMAS JEFFERSON.

Alicant, July 15, 1786.

I received your Excellency’s letters of the 20th instant,
and find by them that Mr. Randall had not then come
to Paris. By Mr. Randall 1 stated the exact situation
of our affairs at Algiers, and sent forward a duplicate
of the same to Congress. - The. demands at Algiers, ne
doubt, will be great. My health will,’ by no means,
admit of undertaking the journey your Exeellency points
out. I dare say my indisposition will. be a sufficiens
excuse. If itis not, in duty to myself, I bave no further
pretensions to this business, and beg ‘that my reasen-
able acoounts may be settled. It will 1ake some time
to collect my accounts. I am under bonds at Bar-
celona for the money I extracted for the purposes of
Algiers. 1 left the vessel:in the Spanish service whea
I left Algiers, as I wrote’; and she now is here under
quarantine, gnd canpot yet be come at. Not doubiing
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but I' should - have gone back, I lefi many things there;
but, as soon as may be, I will colledt all, and my accounts. .
When thatis done, I hope I shall be settled with in Eu-
rope, as that was promised before I left America. My let-
ter'of credit will be returned to your Excellericy’s orders.
I have  drawn as I have advised. I have letters dated
Algiérs, the 11th July, 1786 ; no more of our vessels
were then taken. It is highly necessary that some erders
should be given on account of our unfortunate people in
Algiers. I havé presumed to supply them with upwards
of eight hundred hard dollars, for their past expenses and
clothing.
With due respect, &c.,
JOHN LAMB.

ot ® @ Qoo

FROM JOHN LAMB TO THOMAS JEFFERSON.

S Alicant, July 18, 1786.
~July 156th I forwarded to your Excellency a letter,
ol 'which this is nearly a duplicate, as my first may not
come to hand. I find your Excellency had net received
my letters'I wrote by Mr. Randall. In them I gave as
exact an account of Algiers as I eould collect, whilst I
staid in ‘that place, and likewise how were we situated
there, and sent duplicates of the same to Congress, and
by safe oppoftunities—one via Cadiz, under cover to Mr.
Gardoqui, directly to-New York; and Mr. Randall
writes me, of the 20th June, Bordeaux, that he had for-
warded the other immediately to Philadelphia; so that
there'is not the least doubt of - Congress having as full an
account of &ll my proceedings as if I were present my-
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self, for I ean add nothing to thre account I have given to
your Exctellency, neither to Congress, were 1 present.
I have forwarded a copy of all my letters to Congress,
-since [ have been on this business, at the same time I
-wrote to your Excellency. My indisposition will not
permit me to - undertake the journey that your Excellen-
cy has ‘pointed out, therefore 1 am under the necessity
“to beg a settlement of my reasonable accounts since I
have'been on this journey, and return the letter of credit
"to your Excellency’s orders. I have announced an ac-
quaintance with one of the principal officers at Algiers,
and from him I had great expectations of asettlement
with that Regency by next season, or at least to have the
last price for our unfortunate people, and what they .
would have for a peace, and to strive for hostile proceed-
ings to cease for one year, so that Congress might’ have
more time. to prepare ; and supposed that, in case I brought
to pass the above, which I had every encouragement of,
it would -at least be worth' the expenses we have already
been' at. These were my reasons and these my pros-
pects, and, in consequence of the same, I thought best
to persevere, and exhibited as soon as I possibly could to
Ministers and likewise to Congress. As I well know
how far short the appropriation was for the peace, and
that oothing could be added to it by gentlemen abroad, it
is my opinion that it is out of the power of the United
States to force.those people to a compliance of a peace;
and to have them going on in the manner they do, it is
"not so well. To buy a peace will no doubt cost a consi-
derable sum ; but nations possessmg a strong navy have

‘preferred a purchase, &ec.
I am sensible that your Excellency has received
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many letters from gentlemen on my miission, and I think
they wrote, without consideration, as, in -fact, when they
wrote they knew nothing of the matter.. 4 letter has
beensent to your Excellency from Algiers, or rather for-
warded from Madrid. The gentleman who wrote that
letter knew nothing of my business in Algiers, and of
-course conld not write the truth. 1find some of the sea-
tences in his letter speaking of my business are entirely
false. It is necessary to have some order given on ag-
count of our people in. Algiers: they were stripped of
their clothing, and had many necessary debts against thep
when I came to Algiers.. Out of humauity, 1 paid for
their clothes, and the rest of their obligations I paid,
considering them reasonable ; and they amounted, with
what money I left, to upwards of 800 bard dollars, leav-
ing some money with them ; now they write me it is al-
most out, and very soon they will be ina very miserable
qondmon indeed.
I am, with great respect, &e.,
JOHN LAMB. .

—et® @ Soene—

FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON TO JOHN JAY.

Pagis, Angust 13, 1786.
Sir, ) .

The enclosed letter from Mr. Barclay, and gne from
Mr. Carmichael, of which I send you extracts, are come
‘to hand this morning, which is in time for them 10 go by
the same gentleman who carries my letter of the 11th.
I observe what Mr. Carmichael says on the subject of
the Partuguese treaty : “ I am sorry it meets with difficul-
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ties.” 1 doubt, however, whether he ascribes them to
their trie cause, when he supposes they are occasioned
by M. del Pinto’s being of a party opposed to that of
*their Minister at Madrid. The cause is not proportioned
to the effect. The treaty between France and Ergland
has lately been thought to have become stationary. Fhis
is conjectured from the rigor of the custom-houses, much -
~increased by a late order, as also from some other circum-
stances. 'The overtures between England and Portugal
are animated in proportion ; and in the same degree, I sus-
pect, that the latter lessens her care about us. If her
wines were to become superfluous at the English market,
she wished and hoped to find a great one with us, open
to receive them: M. -del Pinto’s courier, which carzed
the treaty to Falmouth, arrived @ few hours too late for
the Lisbon packet-boal This lost a month in the con-
veyance, and that thonth, by producmg new prospects,
has been critical. There is not a want of probability
‘that Del Pinto himseif will succeed to the deceased Mip--
ister in Portugal “This would be favorable to our
treaty, and fortunate for'us, in proportion to the value of
a connexion with that pation. He is sepsible, candid,
and has just ideas as to s, and favorable dispositions to-
wards us. I'expect that Mr. Adams is at this moment at
the Hague, as heé intended there to take leave of that
‘Court, and at the same time to exchange the ratification
of the Prussian treaty ; but I'send on to London copies
\of the enclosed, in bOpes he will speednly be returned
there. I shall propose to him that we comuder whether
the conduct of the Dey of Alglers leaves any hope that
any negotiator ‘could obtain his peace, without a prodl-
gious addition to the price ‘we had tl!ought of ! "If we



\

128 THOMAS JEFFERSON—JOHN JAY.

conclude on the negative, still it will remain ¢o decide
whether the expense of Mr. Barclay’s going there may
not be compensated by additional information, by the pos-
sibility that he might find their ultimatum, and the advan-
tage of relieving the mind of Congress from all suspense,
by possessing them of this ultimatum. The -peace of
Spain, too, beingconcluded, it is to.be’seem whether their
_interference can weigh as money. It has dope-so at Mo-

socco, but Algiers is a fiercer power. ’

' 1 have the honor te be, &c.,

TH: JEFFERSON

el Lo

© FROM THOMAS BARCLAY TO JORN ADAMS AND THOMAS
' :nnnnsos

- MOrocco, June 26 1786.
Gentlemen, : ,

" This day week we arrived bere ; since which, have
had two audiences of his Majesty—the first,a pubhc one;
and the second, a private one, yesterday. It is but a
few minutes since I heard that a courier will depart this
evening for Dardlbeyda, and I have pot time to emter

“into particulars. 1t will be agreeable, bowever, for you to
know that the last draught of the treaty is made, and will
probably be signed in a few days, and that our stay here

_will not exceed that of a week from this time. I believe
you will be satisfied on the whole, as there is only one
article more I could wish to be inserted; and that, I
really think, in all human probability, will never prove of
the least consequence. I shall proceed to Tangier, and
take an early opportunity of sending you a more detailed
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account of our proceedings, In-the mean time, I recom-
mend your transmitting, as soon as possible, through Mr.
Carmichael, the powers to treat with Tunis -and Tripoli,
and (if Mr. Lamb has declined all further concern) for
Algiers. If you had a treaty with the Porte, I flatter
myself the rest would follow ; and at all events Tunis and
Tripoli should be invited to our friendship.

There is a young man now under my care, who has
been a slave some time with the Arabs in the Desert; his
name is James Mercier, born in the town of Suffolk,
Nansemond ceunty, Virginia. -The King sent him after
the first audience, and I shall take himto Spain. I bave
no time to add, but that I'am, gentlemen, &ec., -

: THOS BARCLAY.

-»-uo..u——

Extract of a letter Jrom William Carmwhael to Thomas
Jeﬂ'erson

© Madrid, July 31, 1786.

“ Smce I lnd the honor of conveying to you the com-
munications made me by the- Count de Florida Blanca,
respecting the mission of Mr. Barclay in Morocco, I have
received the enclosed ‘letter for your .Excellency from
that gentleman, the contents of which are known to me.
I do not know what Congress may decide with regard to.
the other Barbary States ; but 1 am persuaded that, in our.
actual circumstances, negotiation will cost less than arma--
meunts, although I desire to see the commencement of a
military marine. I have hinted that-it ‘might. be possi-
ble to draw in the Italian' powers, in case that hostile

VYor. 11.—9
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measures should be adopted by the States, to centsibute;
in some measure, to defray the immense expense that
these armaments must oceasion. I heg leave to recom-
mend to- your Excellency’s cousideration this circum-
stanice. I flatter myself that I have acquired the confi-
dence of the corps diplomatigue from Ttaly to this Court ;
and I think, or I should not mention to you, that I may
be of some use to inspire sentiments, and to sketch the
outlines of projects advantageous to our interests, should
Congress decide to arm instead of negotiating. The
Court of Spain has conducted itself so generously in out
affairs with the Emperor of Morocco, and 1 have so
many reasons to be assured of the King’s and Minis~
ter’s desire to serve us in promoting our accommoda-
tion with the other Barbary powers, that, if my advice
could bave the least weight, I should counsel our
Ministers to solicit the good offices of his Catholic
Majesty, to further the views of the States on this head.
. I will stake my reputation on the best endeavors of Spain,
and forfeit all confidence if the Count de Florida Blanca
doth not-act as efficaciously as circumstances will permit
him, to effect what he hath already promised me. You,
Sir, ought to know our present situation, particularly with
Great Britain. 1 have just learned positively, what E
suspeoted long ago, that the British Ministry would ac-
commodate their disputes with respect to the Mosquito
shore with Spain. 'This has been done to the satisfaction:
of this Court. - Campo, at London, has the merit of this
sort. of convention ; though tke Minister of Great Britain
here has had the whole trouble. I have not seen the
erticles of this arrangement; but I know that ‘the British
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are to evacuate the Mosquito shore, and that they think
themselves recompensed by cessions more extensive in
anather quarter. '

“ The accommodation between this Court and that of
Naples, as proposed by France, will not be accepted ; at
the same time, permit me to ask in what state our treaty
is with Naples? I have a sure channel to convey such
insinuations as may be thought proper to the persons
who have the influence most important there. Mr.
Lamb’s bad state of health, it seems, doth not permit
his speedy return to America. 'There is little appear-
ance that either Naples or Portugal will make their peace
with the Regency. Our treaty meets with obstacles
much greater than you apprehended with Portugal.
Permit me to tell you, that there is a great probability
that the Ambassador of that nation’ here will be appoint-
ed first Minister’; that the Chevalier del Pinto is of another’
party.”

¢ The Count de Florida Blanca has been indisposed for
some time ; this is a public misfortune, but still more to
me, personally. Mr. Barclay mentions to me that the En-
glish are in disgrace in Morocco. If your powers from
Congress are so extensive as to admit Mr. Barclay’s ne-
gotiating in Barbary ; if even you can, conjointly with
Mr. Adams, take upon yau (what certainly I would do)
to consult the public interest without orders ; you will al-
low that gentleman to make overtures, in order to prevent
hossilities—at least to give time to Congress to adopt such
measures as they may judge proper. Be assured that all
thatI can do to second the operations of a mas proper to
be employed as he is, I shall do cheerfully.”
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FROM JOHN JAY TO THOMAS JEFFERSON.

Office for Foreign Affairs,
December 1, 1786. §.

Dear Sir, : ' .

The frigate called the South Carolina, belonging to
that State, assisted Spain at the reduction of Providence
and the Bahama islands. To obtain compensation for
which, Congress, at the instance of the State, have di-
rected application to be made to the Court of Madrid.
The Prince of Luxemburgh is, it seems, interested in the
frigate, and in the expected compensation. The Dele-
gates of South Carolina think his inﬂuenée,) if exerted,
would copduce much to the success of the application.
Your endeavors to obtain his aid and support are request-
ed ; and I bave the honor of transmitting to you, here-
with, the papers relative to that transaction, under an un-
sealed cover directed to Mr. Carmichael, to 'whom be
pleased to forward them, and from time to timg to give
him such advice and intelligence as may facilitate the exe-
cution of his instructions on this subject. '

With great esteem and regard,
I have the honor to be, &c.,
~ JOHN JAY.

ot P Qtnom ’
)

FROM JOHN JAY TO THOMAS JEITERSON;

Office for Foreign Affairs,
December 13, 1786.

Dear Sir,
Since closing my despatches to yeu of the 1st instant,
I learn from the Consul of France that the Prince of
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Luxemburgh was only the ostensible owner of the South
Carolina frigate, and that she, in reality, belonged to
the King of France, who was entitled to a fourth of
her prizes and profits. This information induces me to
think that it:would be advisable to converse on the sub-
ject ‘with the Count de Vergennes, previous to any ap-
plication to the Prince. ' These despatches will explain
this letter. -
With great respect and esteem,

. I have the honor to be, &e., !
‘ : JOHN JAY.

FROM JOHN JAY TO THOMAS JRFFERSON.

Oﬂice for Foreign Affairs,
. December 14, T786.

' Dear Sir,

"My last 1o:you was dated 27th October, by the way of
London; since which, I bave been honored with yours of the
11thand 13th August. They both arrived the 23d Novem-
ber last ; but Congress not having made a hoase-since the
“7th of that month, they have not yet been oﬁicnally com-
municated.

"The information reiatwe to Sir Guy Carleton 3 instruc-
tioas is in direct opposition to. intelligence I have received
on the same subject from persons in London, who have
opportunities of knowing the truth,and whese credit is
unquestionable. It is possible, however, that they may
have been either accidentally or designedly deceived. A
variety of considerations, and some facts, afford.room for
suspicions: that there is an understanding between' the in-
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surgents in Massachusetts and some leading person in
Canada ; but whether with or without the consent or cob-
nivanee of the British Government, is still to be ascer-
tained. There is so much evidence of their having semt
etnissaries to Quebec, and of ‘propositions made to and
received by them, from a cliaracter of distioction there,
that I am induced to think there is at least some truth in
it. A report has also circulated that the insurgents have
money and pay, not only for supplies and ‘ammunition,
but also for personal services. This fact is as yet sup-
ported by ‘slender proof; so much so, that my judgment
remains undecided and in suspense about it. Intimations
have been given that the people of Vermont are less and
less anxious to be admitted into the Confederacy, and that
they rather incline to a connexion of some kind or other
with Britain, than with us. This, also, remainsto be proved,
Two circumstances, however, give it some appearance of
probability, viz: it is said and believed they talked with
Sir Guy- Oarleton during the war ; and they know that, by
remaining separate from the States, they wili also remain
uncharged with our debts.. .

An idea that may do mischief has been véry incau-
tiously dropped where it should never have entered—
that the interests of the Atlantic and western parts of
the United States are distinct ; and that the growth of the
latter tending to diminish that of the former, the western
people have reason to be jealous of the northern. If Britain
really means to do us harm, she will adopt and impress
this idea.

You will perceive, from the public papers, that the
Government of Massachusetts has behaved with great
moderation asd condescension towards ‘the imsurgeats ¢
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‘more so, in my opinion, than was wise. Obsta principiis
always appeared to me to be a maxim very applicable to
such cases. Those malcontents, undoubtedly, ‘mean
more than the redress of grievances which their leaders
contplain of, and there is little doubt but that those lead-
ers have more extensive views than their followers sus-
pect. During .the winter they may, perhaps, continue
quiet ; but if, during the course of it, they should be able
to bring their affairs into system, and either obtain, or be
promised, foreign countenance and aid, they will proba-
bly give us trouble in the spring. ‘These pécple bear no
resemblance to an English mob ; they-are more tempe-
rate, cool, and regular in their conduct. They have
hitherto abstained from 'plunder, nor have they, that I
know of, committed any outrages, but such as the accom-
plishment of their purpose made necessary. I hear to-
day that some of their leaders in one of the counties
have certainly been taken by a party of herse from Bos-
ton. i
* In my letter of the 27th October, I enclosed a copy
of an act of Congress, authorizing you to settle the affair
of Schweighauser, and directing the Board of Treasury
to furnish you with the necessary information.” I pre-
sume, therefore, that such part of your letter of the 11th
August as relates to that mattet will be referred to the
Board, and that the Commissioners, according to order,
will collect and transmit to you the intelligence in ques-
tien. ’ ) : '
My sentiments respecting the’ discussion of this matter
with the Court perfectly correspond with yours.

The situation of ‘our captive countrymen at Algiers is
much to be Jameated; and the more so, as their déliver-
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ance is difficult to effect. Congress cannot command
money for that, nor, indeed, for other very important pur-
poses. Their requisitions produce little, and Government
(if it may be called a Government) js.so inadequate to its
objects, that essential alterations or essential evils must
take place. I hope you have, received the order of Can-
gress for Mr. Lamb’s recall ; another copy of it is here-
with enclosed.

-It seems probable that the delays of Portugal proceed
from. the cause you suggest. We hear the treaty be-
tween France and Britain will be concluded ; if so, many
consequences will _doubtless result from it to.us, as well
as Portugal. Some suspect that France and Eagland
will pursue similar systems of colonial commerce with us.
Of this, however, some doubts remain on my mind.
This country is still exceedingly out of humor with Bri-
tain, and every commercial privilege we have from
France, beyond what Britain admits, increases it, and
strengthens our predilections for France. It appears to
me that the Court is not sufficiently epprized of the ex-
pediency of having a discreet liberal-minded Minister.
here. It is important to both countries that France
should have nome but exact and candid representations
from hence ; and although that may possibly be the case
in general -at present, yet there is some evidence of one
of their Consuls having written that we suspected their
sincerity in prometing our peace with- Barbary. Such
communications may tend to illustrate the penetration
and intelligence of the writer; but I have no reason to
think them warranted by facts, nor conducive to mutual
coufidence. .We know that European commercial na-
tions never rejoice to see a rival at peace with those
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pirages, but we, nevertheless, think: that France has-more
inducements to do us good than -evil, especially en that
and such oecasions, " If.our Government could draw
forth the ‘resources of the country, which, notwithstand-
ing all appearances to the contrary,- are abundant, I -
should prefer war to tribute,-and carry on our Mediterra~
nean trade in vessels armed and manned at the publie
expease, - I daily become more-and more confirmed in
the opinion that Goverament should be divided into:ex-
esutive, legislative, and judicial departments. ~ Congress
is unequal to the first, very fit for the second, and but gl
calculated for the third. So much time is speat in dé-
liberation, that the season for action often passes by be-
fore they decide on what:should be done; nor is there
much .more secrecy than expedition in.their measures.
These inconveniénces arise, not from personal disqualifi-
cations, but from the nature and construction of the Gov-
ernment. ‘

- If Congress had money to purchase peace of Algners,
or redeem the captives there, it certainly would, accord-
ing to their present ideas, be well to lose no time in doing
both.. Neither ‘pains nor expense, if within any tolera-
ble limits, should be spared to ransom our fellow-citi-
zens; but the truth is, that no money is to be expected
at present from hence, nor do I think it would be right.
to make new loans, until we have. at -least some prospect
of paying the interest due on former ones. Our country
is fertile, abounding in useful productions, and those pro-
ductions in demand, and bearing a good price ; yet relax-
ation in Government, and extravagance in individuals,
ereate much public and private distress, and much pubhc
and pnvate want of good fajth. : :
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The public papers: will tell you how muth reason we
have to apprehend an Indian war, and to suspect that
Britain-instigates it.  In my opinion, our Indian affairs
have been ill managed. " Details would be tedious. In-
dians have been- murdered by our people in cold blood,
and o satisfaction given'; nor are they pleased with the
avidity with which we seek to acquire their lands.
Would it not be wiser gradually to extend our setfle-
ments, 35 want of room should make it necessary, than
to pitch our temts through the wilderness, in'a great va-
rety of places, far distant from each other, sd fiom
those advantages of edaeation, civilization, law and gov-
ernment, which compact settdlements and neighborheod
afford? Shell we not fill the wilderness with white
savages ; and will they not become more formidable to us
than the tawny ones who now inhabit it ?

- As to the sums of money expected fiom the stlso(
those lands, I suspect we shall be deceived, for, at what-
ever price thiey may be sold, the colleotion and payment
of it will not be easily accomplished. -

1 bhave the honor to be, &c.,
: JOHN JAY.

—e @t -

FTROM THOMAS JEFFERSON TO JOHN JAY.
éaﬁa, September 86, 1786.
Sir, .

The. last letters I had the honor of writing you were
of the 11th and 13th August; since that, I have been
favored with yours of July 14th and August 18th. 1
now euclose you such letters on the Barbary negotia-
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tions as have come to hind since my last : with these is
the copy of 2 joint letter from Mr. Adams and myself to
Mr. Lamb, In mine of August 13th, I mentioned that I
had proposed it as a subject of consideration to Mr. Ad-
ams, whether the mission of Mr. Barclay to Algiers
might answer any good purposes. He is of opinion that
it could not; I have, therefore, informed Mr. Barclay
(who, by this time, is probably in Spain) that he is at
liberty to return to this place, to London, or America, as
he shall think proper. You will perceive by the letter
from Mr. Carmichael, that it is the opigion of the Counts
de Florida Blanca and d&’Espilly, that a treaty with the
Ottoman Porte is necessary before one can be made with
Algiers. Such a treaty will require presents—not, indeed,
as the price of their peace, but such as are uswally made
in compliment to their Ministers. But as it would be m-
effectual towards opening to us the Mediterranean, untif
a peace with Algiers can be obtained, there seems to be
no reason for pressing it till there is a prospect of settle-
ment with the Algerines. ,

Since the death of the King of Pruula, the symptoms
of war between the Porte and the Russians and Vene-
tians have become stronger ; I think it is the opinion of
this Court, however, that there will be no war shortly on
the continent. I judge this, as well from other informe-
tion, as from the circumstance of a late reduction of their
land force. All their military preparations seem to be
against a naval war ; nevertheless, their treaty with Eng-
land has lately taken a sudden start; declarations have
been exchanged between the negotiators, in the nature of
preliminaries to a definitive treaty; the particulars of these
declarations are not yet certainly knows.
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1 was asked. by the Imperial Ambassador whether I had
received an answer on the subject of his proposition to
renew our powers to treat with his Sovereign. .A discrim-
ination which they understand to have been made in Amer-
ica, between the subjects of powers having treaties with
us, and those having none, seems to be the motive of their
pressing this matter. .

- It being known that M. de Calonne, the Minister of
Finance for this country, is at his wits’ end how to raise
supplies for the ensuing year, a' proposition has ‘been
made him by a‘ Dutch company, to purchase the debt of
the United States to this country for twenty millions of
. livres'in hand. Hie necessities dispose him to accede to
the proposition, but. a hesitation is produced by .the ap-
prehension that it might lessen our credit in Eurepe, 'and
perhaps be disagreeable to Congress. 1 -have been con-
sulted hereon by the agent of that company. I informed
“him that I could ndt judge what effect it might have on
our credit, and was not authorized either to approve or
disapprove of the transaction. I have since reflected on
this subject : if there be a danger that our payments may
not be punctual, it might be better that the discontents
which would thence arise sheuld be transferred from a
Court, of whose good-will we have so'much need, to
the breasts of a private company. But' it .has occurred
to me that we might find occasion to do what. would be
grateful to this Court, and establish with them a confi-
dence in our honor. I am- informed  that our credit in
Holland is souind ; might it not be possible, then, to borrow
there the four-and-twenty millions due’ to this’ country,
and'-thus pay. them' their whole debt at once? This
would save them. foom any loss on our account. - Nor is it
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liable' to the objection of impropriety in creating new
debts before we have more certain means of paying,
them ; it is only transferring-a debt from one creditor to.
another, and removing the causes. of discontent to per-
sons, with whom they. would do us less injury. . Think-
ing that this matter is worthy of the attention of Congress,
[iwill endeavor that the negotiation shall be- retarded, till
it may be possible for. me to know their decision, which,
therefore, I will take the [liberty of praying immediately.
You will have heard before this comes to hand that
the partiesin the United Netherlands have come. to an
open rupture. How far it will proceed; cannot now be
foreseen. I send you herewith the Gazettes of France.
and Leyden to.this date. - -
I have the hovor of being, &c., . »
TH: JEFFERSON.

-u.._'..u—-

FROM THOMAS BARCLAY TO MESSRS. ADAMS AND JEF-
FERSON. :

. - Moroceo, July 16, 1786.
Gentlemen, ' .

I wrote you on the 26th of last month, and expect-.
ed to have followed my letter in a week, but several
unforeseen matters have hitherto detained us ; however,
I expect we shall set out to-morrow or the day follow-
ing. The 13th instant the treaty was sent to me by
the Effendi j since which, some important alterations have
been made, which the villany and carelessness of .the-
Talbe Houdrani (to wham the drawing was committed)
made necessary ; and yesterday it was again. delivered from_
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Tahar Fennish, to whose hands the King commiuted the
arrangement of the matter. ' It still wants an additional
article, or rather a declaration, which his Majesty has
permiitted to be made in his name, but which he desired
might not make a part of the treaty. When this is doue, .
it will stand as I described it in my last letter, viz: * there
is only one article more I wish to see inserted, and that.I
think will never prove of any eonsequence.” .

When I send you the treaty, it will be necessary to ac-
company it with some remarks, with which I will not
now trouble you ; and the only one T shall make is, that
the King, throughout the whole, has acted in a mamper
the most gracious and condeseending, and I really believe.
the Americans possess as much of his respect and regard
as does any Christian mation whatever. If you should
think my services at Algiers, Tunis, or Tripoli, necessary,
1 hope your commands will meet me in the south of
Spain ; for, after returning to Paris, it will be utterly im-
possible for me to engage further in the business. A
peace with the Barbary powers is absolutely essential to
the commerce of our country, and I think a general one
might be mude, notwithstanding the impediments that
appear. 'The Emperor has ordered five frigates on a
cruise in the Atlantic Ocean. He is now at peace with
all the world, except Russia, Malta, Hamburg, and Dant-
zic. A treaty with the first of these powers was con-
cluded on, and the articles drawn, but it  was afterwards
broken off. The Emperor complains much of the treat-
ment he receives from England ; and Mr. Duff, who came
here some time ago as Pro-Consul, returned the day be-
fare we arrived, highly offended at his reception ; the Em-
peror having refused to receive the letter which Lord
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Sydaey wrote, saying he would read no letters from Eog-
land but such as were written by the King., I had a
letter yesterday from Mr. Carmichael, and was in great
hopes it would have covered one from you, but I am
hitherto without the pleasure of hearing fram you.
I am always, &c.,
THOS. BARCLAY.

— 9@ Ou—

FROM THOMAS BARCLAY TO MESSRS. ADAMS AND JEF-
FERSON.

. Mogadore, July 1786,
Gentlemen, - '
I wrote you from Moracco under date of the 16th.
As I do not know when that letter is likely to reach
you, I trouble you now with a copy of it; and as I shall
set out in a few days for Tangier, I defer, unul my arrival
in Europe, beiog particular.
I am, gentlemen, &c., .

THOS. BARCLAY.

—et® @ Qi

FROM THOMAS BARCLAY TO THOMAS JEFFERSON AND JORN
ADAMS,

Daralbeyda, Avgust 11, 1786.
Gentlemen, : :

I arrived here to-day, and shall continue my journey to
Tangier early in the morning. ‘The plague being at
Constantine, occasions a rigorous quarantine of forty days
(from Barbary) in Spain.- I shall therefore endeavor to
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getinto Ceuta, which, being in- the bands of the Span
iards, is an exception to the above remark, and I-think
the quarantine from thence is only twelve days.

The treaty shall be forwarded with all expedition as
soon as I arrive in Europe, and in the mean time, I am,

gentlemen, &c o
A THOS. BARCLAY.

—o 8O Ot
FROM JOHN LAMB TO THOMAS JEFFERSON.

Alicant, August 10, 1786.
Finding myself unable to embark, and desiring to have
my declaration ferwarded as soon as possible, according
to your Excellency’s orders, I have sent the vessel to
give the earliest notice. She sailed the 9th of this cur-
rent, with every transaction, together with my last orders
from your Excellency. The vessel is insured, and does
not sail at public expense. I should be glad if I could
hear if Mr. Raundall had arrived, and had delivered to
your Excellency my declaration, which I forwarded by
him. ‘At the reception of your Excellency’s last orders
to me, I stated my situation in two letters, one of the
16th, and the other of the 18th of July. I hope they have

come safe to hand.
I am, &ec.,
JOHN LAMB.
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¥ROM JOHN ADAMS AND THOMAS JEFFERSON TO me«
LAMB. ’

Sir,

We have received your two letters of the 15th and
18th July from Alicant, and are sorry to Ieam that your
indisposition discourages you from travelhng by land or by
sea,

We still think it most advisable, both for your own in-
terest and that of the United States, that you should re-
tum to Congress for their further instructions as soon as
possible ; and we again propose .to you to embark from
Spain,, by the first opportunity.

Congress have never informed us of any promwe made
or encouragement given you, that you should be settled
with in Europe, and we thiok it best you should seule
with their Board of Treasury.  Nevertheless, if you.
transmit to. s your account, we will adjust it, as far as lies-
" in us, subject to the revision of Congress. Your letter of
credit we wish you to return to one of us, by the firse

oppertunity, as you will not have occasion to draw again»
" by virtue of it.

Mzr. Randall is gane to New York, and it is our wish
that ‘you might be there with him, that Congress might.
have an opportunity of receiving from both together 2§
much information as possible, that you might mutually
aid each other in settling your accounts,

We have the honor to be, &c.,
JOHN ADAMS,
TH: JEFFERSON.
Vor. 11~-10 -
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-

Extract of a Ietter Jrom William Carmichael to Thomas
Jefferson.

St. Ildefonso, August 17, 1786.

Sir, o

1 had the honor ‘to transmit, on the 15th July, to your
Excellency, a copy of a note to me from his Excellency
the Count de Florida Blanca, dated 13th, enclosing ex-
tracts of a letter from the Spanish Consul General in
Morocco, and one from the principal Minister of his Mo--
roccan Majesty relative to Mr. Barclay’s negotiation. On
the 11th instant I received a note from the Countde Flo-.
rida Blanca, with a copy of the treaty in Spanish, which
I forwarded to Mr. Jay, via France, by the last post ; the
Count of Florida Blanca having requested me to return
the copy he sent me for my perusal. I had not time to
make out a second for my own use ; and as I' perceived,
bya letter which I lately sent you from Mr. Barclay,
and which that gentleman left open for my perusal, that
all but one article of his propositions had been accepted,
1'do not so'much regret my want of time to tramscribe a
copy for you. "I think lt, however, proper to submit to
your perusal the wanslation of 4 letter from his Moroccan
Majesty to the Consul General of Spain, which proves
the essential services that the interference of his Catho-
lic Majesty hath rendered the United States on this occa-
sion. It is as follows : '

¢ Glory to God alone. There is no strength nor power
but in God.” (Seal)
To. the Spanish Consul.—For him who follows the true

path.
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We have received thy letter, and read what thou hast
written concerning the Americans. They have present-
ed themselves, bearing a letter from King Charles, for
whose sake we have granted their requests, and signed the.
treaties, which they ‘offered and 'we accepted. - We. here-
with send thee copies of those treaties, in order that thou
mayst lay them before the King of Spain. When thou-
art ready to comeynto our ‘presence, give notice, in order
that horses may bé sent for thy accommodation. We
salute thee. On the eleventh day of the moon Ramadan,
in the year of the Hegira 1200—(corresponding to the 8(h
July, 1786. )” :

Yesterday I received the enclosed letter from Mr.
Barclay, which your Excellency will receive by a courier
despatched from hence to the Count de Aranda and the
Chevalier del Campo. This messenger carries the ratifi-
cation of the convention relative to the Mosquito shore,_
signed the 14th of July, by the latter and the Marquis
of Caermarthen. I have in my possession an extract of
this convention ; but as I presume Mr. Adams must have
already furnished you with & copy of it, 1 forbear trans-
mitting it. It has given great satisfaction here. The
King manifested, in a particular manner, to the British
Minister, the pleasure the conclusion of this affair gave him.
It seems to be the system of Great Britain to court Spain,
and their Minister here is well qualified to execute their
plans. \
On the 14th of June a treaty was signed between
Spain and Algiers. It is not, however, yet ratified, owing
to the bad state of health of the Count of Florida Blanca.
I have sent to Mr. Jay a copy of this treaty.. I have such
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a firm reliance on the repeated promises of the Count de
- Florida Blanca from. the experience of this Minister’s pune-
tuality and mgard for his word, in all the transactipns that
I bave had with him during.my mission. here, that I think I

oan safely assert that we may depend on the best officesof

this Court, whenever it may be judged proper to renew
our overtures to Algiers. :

- The. Republic of Genoa is doing what its limited
finances. will permit, to protect its commerce. I am
told that the King of Sardinia. is doing thesame. The
Portuguese and Neapolitan. Envoys have gone to Algiers.
Their success is problematical. IfI were informed of the
obstacles attending our treaty with Portugal, I flatter my-
self that I might be of some utility. It is not improbable
that the Portuguese Ambassador at this Court will be
nominated Minister of State. I tell you beforehand thag,
he is anti-Gallican. I believe he is of a party opposed to
the Chevalier Pinto.

.1 am assured, by what ough to be good authority, that
the affairs of this Court and Naples are in a good train.
This appears to want confirmation. I write freely and
fully to you, and hope you will have the same confidence
with respect 0 your Excellency’s, &c.,

WM. CARM{CHAEL

Extract of a letter from Williom Carmichacl to Thomas
Jefferson. .

8t. Ildefonso, September 4, 1786.
Sir, :

Since I had the honor to inform your Excellency of
the success of Mr. Barclay’s. mission, of which I was
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advised by his Excellency the Count de Florida Blenca,
the wreaty of this Court with Algiers has been ratified by
his Catholic Majesty. This ratification was signed the
27th ultimo. The Count d’Espilly will set out for Al-
giers in'a few weeks, with the presents given on this occa-
sion to the Dey and the principal officers of the Regen-
cy. The ransom of the Spenish ‘prisoners is left for a
distinct negotiation. There are also some arrangements
%0 be taken with the Bey of Mascara or Constantine, that
derhand patiegce and money.

I am -assured by the Counts de Florida Blanca and
&’Espilly, that, until we have a treaty with the Porte, it
will answer ne purpose to attempt a negotiation with Al
giets. "

. =0 @ Bune— ‘

FROX JOHN JAY TO THOMAS JEFFERSON.

New York, February 9, 1787.
Bir, : C

Since my last to you, of the 14th December, I have
been honored :with yours of the 26th September last,
which, with the papers thut it enclosed, have been laid
before Cougress ; but neither on that, nor any of your Jate
letters, have any orders as yet been made.

The annual election produces much delay in affairs.
From that time to this,scarcely any thing has been done:
It was not uatil last week that, seven States being re-
presented, a President was elected ; the choice fell on
Major General St. Clair. They have much back busi-
ness to despatch ; several reports on important subjects
from the " different departments are to be considered dnd
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decided upon. A form of government so constructed has
inconveniences, which I think will continue to - operate
against the public or national interest, until some cause,
not easily predicted, shall .produce sueh a modification of
it as that the legislative, judicial, and executive business
of government may be consigned to three proper and dis-
tinct departments. ‘The struggles for and against the im-
post remain, but promise little. The States, in geners],
pay little attention to requisitions; and 1 fear that our
debts, foreign.and domestic, will net:soon be provided for
ia a manner satisfactory to our creditors. ‘The-evils to be
expected from such delays are less difficult to be foreseea
than obviated. Our Goverriment wants energy, and there
is reason to fear that too much has been expected from
the virtue and good sense of the people. '

You will receive, herewith enclosed, a letter from Con-
gress to his most Christian Majesty, with a copy of it for
your information. It is in answer to one received from
him, and should have been of earlier date, had Congress
seoner convened. Be pleased to explain this circumstance
10 the Minpister. . :

The public papers, herewith sent, eontain all we at
present know respecting the troubles in Massachusetts.
Whether: they will soon be terminated, or what events
they may yet produce, is perfectly uncertain ; and the more .
so, as we are yet to ascertain whether, and how far, they
roay be encouraged by aur neighbors..

I enclose a copy of a letter from Mr. Otto, -formally
contradicting the Yeport of an exchange between France
and Spain for the Floridas. That report had excited at-
teation, and given pleasure to anti-Gallicans.

Owur apprehensions of an Indian war still continue ; for
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. we are at & loss to determine whether the present contin-
“wance of peace is to be ascribed to the season, or their
pacific intentions. ' ‘

We bave not yet received the-Morocco treaty. As
s00n- a3 it arrives, I am persuaded that Congress will take
the earliest epportunity of making their acknowledgments
to the friendly powers that promoted it. . Mr. Lamb is
sl absent; he, doubtless, has received the order of
-Coogress directing bis return, either from you and Mr.
Adams,-or directly from me.

Congress has not yet given any orders respecting furtireg
-niegotiations with the Barbarv States ; nor can ‘1 venture
40 say what their sentimeats will be on that head. 1 am
equally a¢ a loss to judge what they will direot respecting
areaties of commerce with the Emperor and other Euro-
pean powers. For my part, 1.thiok, and have recom-
smended, that.eommissions and instructions should be semt
0 you aud Mr., Adams for'.those purpeses. In my
‘opinion; sueh treaties for short terms might be advanta-
geous. The time is not yet come for us to expect the

- best. - The distance of that penod will, however, depend
anch on ourselves. . -
With very sincere estéem nnd rogard &e.,
' - JOHN JAY.
—e @ \'
FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON TO JOBN JAY. .
' ' Paris, Ovtober 23, 1786.
Sir, -
In a letter of January 26 I had the honor of com-
municating to you the measures which had been pursued
here for “the improvement of the commerce between the
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United States and France; the general view of they
_sommerce, which I had presenied to the Count-de Ver-
gennes ; the circumstance of the renewal of the Farms,
which had, obliged me to press separately, .and it the first
place, the article of tobacoe, and that whish. frad also
‘brought forward that of whale oil ; and in my letsers of
. May 27th and 31st, Linformed you of the result on the-
§irst of these anicles. During the course of these pra--
.etedings, a committee had heen estahlished for consider-
g the means of promoting the general commesce with
tAmetica, and the Marguis de la Fayette was named of
Ahat commitiee ; his inflisence o obsaining that esablish-
.ment was viluable, but Kis 1abors and his persevesance as-
a member of it became infinitely mare so. Immediately
afier the commitiee of Berui, of whick my letter of May
R7th gave an account, we thought it expedient to bring
-the general subject of the American commerce before
the commiitee : and as the members were much vnac-
queinted. with the nature and valus of osr commsrciel
productions, the Masquis propased that, iw a letter to him
‘a3 9 mamber, I should give as partioular details of them
as I could, as a ground for that commitsee to proceed on.
I did se in a letter, a copy of which I have now the
honor to enc¢lose. The committee were well disposed,
and agreed to report not only the general measures which
they thought expedient te be adopted, but the form of
the letter to be written by the Minister of Finanee to me,
for the communication of these measures. I have re-
ceived his letter this morning, and have now the homor
1o enelose it.. I aegompany it with the one .propesed by
the committee, of which you will perceiye.that it js al-
most a verhal copy. 1t furnishes a proof of the disposs
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tion of the King and his Ministers to produce a mare in-
timate intercourse between. the two nations ; indeed, F must
say that, as far as I am able.to see, the friendship of the
people of this country towards us is cordial and general,
and that it is a kind of seeurity -for the friendship of
Ministers, who cannot in any country be uninfluenced by
the voice of the people : to this we may add, that it is their
interest as well as ours to multiply the bands of friend-
ship between us.- As the regulations stated in the Minis-
ter’s letter are immedintely interesting to those concerned
in our commerce, I send printed copies of it to the seaport
towns of France. We may consider them a3 an ulti-
e settlement of the conditions of our commerce with
this country ; for, though the consolidation of ship duties,
and the eacouragements for the importation of rice, are
not finally decided, yet “the letter contains a promise of
them, so soon as necessary facts shall be known. Witha
view to come at.the facts relative to the two last objects,
I. had propased, whenever I should receive the final de-
cision new enclosed, to avall mysell of the payse which
that would produce, in -order to visit the seaport towns
with which we trade chiefly, 'and to collect that kind of
knowledge of our commerce, -and of what may be fur-
ther useful to it, which can only be gathered on the spot,
and suggested by one’s own inspection ; but the delay
which has attended the obtaining the final determination
has brought us to the'entrance of winter, and will oblige
me to postpone my journey to the spring. Besides the ob-
jeets of publie utility, which induce me to make a tour of
this kind, that of health will oblige me to pay ‘more at-
tention {a.exercise and chiange.of air than I have - hither-
to'done since my residenve-in Europe ; and: I am willing
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‘to hope that I may be permitted at times to absent my-
self from this place, taking occasiohs when there is no-
thing important on hand nor likely to arise.

The assistance of the Marquis de-la Fayette, in the
whole of this business, has been so earnest and so effica-
" cious, that I am in duty bound-to place it under the eye

of Congress, as worthy of their notice. On this occasion,
~ their thanks, or such other notice as they should think
-proper, would be grateful to him, without.doubt. He has
richly deserved, and will continue to deserve it, whenever
occasions shall arise ‘of rendeting service to the United
States. These occasions will continually oécur. Though
the abolition of the monopoly of our tobaccoss cannot
be hoped, under the present circumstances, changes are
~ possible, which may open that hope.again. However jeal-
ous, t00, this country is of -foreign intercourse with their
colonies, that intercourse is too esséntial to us to be aban-
doned as desperate; at thismoment, indeed, it cannot be pro-
‘posed ; but by watching circamstances, occasion may arise
hereafter, and T hope will arise. - I know from experience
what would in that case be the value of such an auxil-
dary. ' o
T have the honor fo be, &ec.,
' TH: JEFFERSON.

> @ Prom

' FROM THOMAS JEPFERSON “TO- MARQUIS DE LA FAYETTE.

- Paris, July 17, 1786.
Sir,
I have now the honor of enclosing to you an ‘estimate
of the éxports and imports of the United States. Cal-
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culations of this kind cannet pretend to accuracy ; where
inattention and fraud combine to suppress their objects,
approximation is all they can aim at. Neither care nor
candor has been wanting on my part to bring them as near
the truth as my skill and materials would enable me to
-do. I have availed myself of -the best documents from
.the custom-houses which have been given to the public,
and have beem able to rectify these in many instances,
by information collected by myself, on the spot, in many
of the States. Still remember, however, that I eall them
_<but approximations, and that they must present some
errors a3 considerable as they were unavoidable.

Our commerce divides itself into European and West
Indian. ‘I have conformed my statement to this division.
~ On running over the catalogue of American imports,
France will maturally mark out those articles with which
she could supply us to advantage, and she may safely
caleculate that, after a little time shall have enabled us to
. get rid of our present incumbrances, and of some remains
of attachment to ‘the particular forms of manufacture to
which we have been habituated, we shall take those arti-
cles which she can furnish on as geod terms as other na-
tions, to. whatever extent she will enable us to pay for
them. It is her interest, therefore, as well as ours, to
multiply the means of payment; these must be-found in
the. catalogue-of our exports, and among these will be
seen neitber gold nor silver ; we have no mines of either
of these metals; produce, therefore, is all - we can offer.
Some articles of our produce will be found very con-
venient to this country for her own consumption ; others
will be convenient as:being more commerciable in her
bands than those she will give in exchange for them.
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If there be any which she can’ neither cobsume.nor dis-
pose of by exchange, she will not buy them of ws, and,
of course, we shall not bring them to her. If American
prodace can be brought into the ports of Frarce, the arti-
cles of exchange for it will be taken in these ports ; and
the only means of drawing it hither is to let the met-
chant see that he can dispose of it .on better terms here,
than anywhere else. If the market price of this couvn-
try does not, in itself, offer this superiority, it may be
worthy of consideration whether it should be obtained by
such abatement of duties, and even by such other encour-
agements, as the importance of the article may justify.
Should some loss attend this in the beginning, it can be
discontinued when the trade shall be well established in
this channel. :

- With respect to the West Indian commemc,l must
apprize you that this estimate does not present its present
face ; no materials have enabled us tosee how it stands
since the war; we can only, show what it was before that
period. New regulations have chinged our situation
there much: for the worse. - This is most sensibly felt in
the exports of fish and flour. The surplus of the former,
which these regulations threw back on wus, is forced. to
Europe, where, by increasing the quantity, it lessens the
price. The surplus of the latter is sunk ; and to what
other objects this portion of industry is turned or turning,
I am not able to discover. The imports, toe, of sugar
and coffe, are thsown uader great difficalties ; these in-
crease the price, and, being articles of food for the poorer
class, (as you may be sensible on observing the quantities
consumed,) a small increase of price places them above
the reach of this class, which, being numercus, must oc-
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casion a great diminution of consumption. It remains to
see whether the American will endeavor to baffle these
vew restrictions, in order to indulge his habits, or will
adapt his habits to other objects, which may furnish em- .
ployment to the surplus of industry formerly occupied in
raising that bread which no longer finds a vent in the West
Indian market. If, instead of either of these measures, he
should resolve to come to Europe for coffee and sugar, he
must lessen, equivalently, bis consumption of some other:
European articles, in order to pay for his coffee and sugar;
the bread with which he formerly paid for them in the
West Indies, not being demanded in the European market.
In fact, the catalogue of imports offers several articles
more dispensable than coffee and sugar.  Of all these sub-
jects, the committee and yourself are the most competent
judges; to you, therefore, I trust them with every wish for
their improvement. ' -
I have the honor to be, &e.,
TH: JEFFERSON.

Estimate of the Erports of the United States of
America. o '

To Europe. W. Indies. Total.

Lowts.  Louis.  Lowis.

Fish, - - - - 107,600 50,000 157,000
Fish oil, - - - - 181,668 9,562 . 191,250
Fish bones, - - - - 8,400 . 8,400
, Salted meats, - - . = 131,500 131,500
Live stock, - - - - 99,000 99,000
Butter, cheese, - - - 18,000 18,000
Flour, bread, 660,000 barrels, - 330,000. 330,000 660,800

' Wheat, 2,210,000 bushels, - 331,000 . 331,000
Indjan corn, pulse, - - 30,000 61,000 91,600
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Rice, 130,000 barrels, - -
Indigo, - - - -
‘Tobacco, 87,000 hogsheads,

Potash, 20,000 barrels, -

Peltry, - - - -
Flax seed, - - - -
HemP’ - .- - -
Iron, copper, * - - -
Tarpentine, &c. 60,000 barrels, -
Timber, lumber, - . - .
8hips, 300, - - -
Miscellanies, - - -

Estimate of the Imports from Europe @nd Africa of ‘the

Earope. W. Indies. Total.

_ Louis. Louis. Louis.
189,350 70,650 260,000
51,700 '51,700
1,305,000 1,305,000
,49,000 . 49,000
184,900 /184,900
79,500 79,500
" 21,000 ‘ 21,000
84,000 6,000 90,000
20,410 = 1,840 31,250
82,000 164,000 246,000
216,500 © 216,500
22,000 22,000

3,302,448 941,552 4,244,000

' United States of America.

‘Woollen cloths of every description,
linens of every description, hos-
iery, hats, gloves, shoes; bnots,
saddlery and other things of leather,
silks, gold and silver lace, jewelry\,

millinery, toys, East India goods, -

porcelain, glass, ‘earthenware, sil-
ver, copper, brass, tin, pewter,
lead, steel, iron jn every form, up-
holstery, cabinet work, painters’
colors, cheese, pickles, confitures,
chocolate, wine, (2000 tons at 100
louis—200,000 louis,) brandy,beer,
medicinal drugs, snuff, bees-wax,
books,stationary, mill stones,grinde
stones, marble, sail cloth, cordage,
ship chandlery, fishing tackle, ivo-
1y, ebony, barwood, dyewood,
elavés, salt, (521,225 bushels, at
‘34 sous, 26,061 louis 6liv.) -

- 3,039,000 0 0
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I‘ rom the West Indies.
Louis. kiv. s.

Salt, 500,484 bushels at 24 sous, 25,024 4 16

Fruits, - - - - 2,239 12 0

Cocoa, 576,589 Ibs. at 12 sous, 25,798 12 0

Coffee, 408,400 Ibs. at 16 sous, 15249 14 8 .
Sugar, 10,232,432 1bs. - - 168,007 0 O

Molasses, 3,645,464 gallons at 24 :

sous, - - - 18628119 4
Rum, 3,888,370 gallons, at 2liv. . ’

4s. - - - 43744115 0 927,438 8 8-
Ginger, pimento, - - 1,3905-1 4
Cotten, 356,5911bs. at 24 sous, 17,820 13 4
Skins, - - - 7,870 6 0
Indigo, 4,352 1bs. at 5 liv. 8 sous, 979 416
Ivory, turtle shell, - - U7 416 4
Lignum.vit®, sarsaparilla, fastic,

annetas, -, - - 5170 0 0
Logwood, - . - 13,62421 0
Mabogany, - - - 23,280 0 0

3,966,438.8.8
——d @ e

FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON TO JOHN JAY.

Paris, October 27, 1786.
Sir,

By a confidential opportunity to London, I had the
honor of wriﬁng to you on the 23d instant, and of enclos-
ing you the original letter of Monsieur de Calonne to me
on the subject of our commerce. Asitis probable, how-
ever, that the French packet, which is to sail from L’Orient
the first of the next month, will sooner reach you, I en-
close some printed copies of the same letter by that con-
veyance, and

Have the honor to be, &c.,
'TH: JEFFERSON.
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FROM M. DE CALONNE TO THOMAS JEFFERSON.
Translation.

Fontainebleaw, October 22, 1786.
Sil', - .
As it is the intention of the King to favor as much as-
possible the commerce of the United States, I have the
honor to communicate to you the measures that have been
- takean-on this subject. -
In my letter of the 9th January, 1784, to the- Marqms.-
de la Fayette, I informed him that instead of two free
ports promised by the treaty with the United States, the
King had determined to. grant them four, which has been
done ; and I promised him that I would: direct my attention
to the custom-houses and duties which are prejudicial to
_commerce ; observing, however, that this object demand-
" ad long investigations, which are not yet completed. By
another letter, I informed him that his Majesty had sup-
pressed the duties upon the exportation of brandy, and I

. expected this suppression would be useful to the American
commerce. I likewise promised him that the duties to
the King and Admiraity, payable by an American vessel
on her arrival in a French port, should be diminished and
reduced to a single duty, and regulated according to the
number of masts and draught of water, arid not by the
_uncertain estimations of measurement. ‘This reduction
requires 2 perfect knowledge of all the duties paid in our
ports, and, as they are of various kinds, the statements
which 1 have ordered to be made are not ready.

You know, Sir, that the King has appointed a'commit-
tee for the particular purpose of examining our commer-
cial. connexions with the United States, and that the
Marquis de la Fayétte has presented a project conforma-
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ble to the ideas contained in your letter to the Count de
Vergennes: but you will consider how imprudent it would
be to bazard, by a change of system, the product of $
bragch of revenue which amounys to 28,000,000, upop
anarticle 'w\bich is not of the first necessity.  After g long
discussion of every means that can be at present adopted
to encourage the importations of American . tobagco, i
has been resolved not to break the .agreement with. Mr.
Morris ; but that, after the expiration of . this contract, ne
similar one shall be made ; and that, in the meaowhils, the
Farmers General should be obliged to purchase anayally
about fifteen thausand hogsheads of American tobacco,
amported directly from the United States in Freneh of
" Agericap vessels, at the same price or on the sqme oop-
ditions . which baye .been stipulated by the cantract with
Mr. Moggis. .. . . .
You will remembey, Sir, that before a regulation oyl
“be made-in favar of the importation ef whale oil, the
Marquis de la Fayette had taken a patticular aranger
ment with Mr. Sangrain for the sale of this article, tp the
amount of 800,000 Lvres, and that I had granted him
passports, in order ‘to render this first impertation free fro
all duties whatsogver: The same Mr, Sangrajp after-
wards made an agreement with some metchants of Base
ten to the yearly amount of 400,000 Livres, to Jast dufing
#x years, for which his Majesty has gronted the same
favors.which are enjoyed by the Hanse towns.
This matter having been lately more éxtensively ex+
emined, the administration, to whos the commities, camy
munijdated their wish, agreeable to0 the. Marquis de Ia
Fayene’s damand, with yeur opinion -entively to abolish
oll duties.upon ol, hase fopnd that &t preseht they could
: Yok Wbt )l - . vl
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16t consent to it, on' account of the engagements with
other powers: all that could be done was to grant duting
ten years to the whale oil, spermaceti,,and whatever is
comprehended within the denomination, imported from
the United States in French or American vessels, the
same favors, the same diminution of duues, Whlch the
Hanse towns enjoy. »

His Majesty hopes that the commercial connexion
between the United States and France will become so
eonsiderable; as to engage him to continue the effect of this
provisional determination ; and as it has been observed by
ghé committee that a great duty of fabrication has hither-
to been paid upon the most favored whale oil, and even
upon the national, his Majesty consents to abolish the
duty of fabricatien, with respect to the whale and sperna-
ceti directly imported from the United States in French or

“American bottoms ; so that this oil and spermaceti shall
not pay during ten years any other duty but 7liv. 10d.
aud 10 sous per livre ; this Iast augmentation of 10 sous
per livre shall cease in 1790. "

It has also been determined that particular information
be taken concerning the consamption of Carolina rice in
France, and that means be devised to encourage the im-
portation of this article.

Representations having been made concerning the
considerable duties laid upon the importations of potash
and peurlash, also upon beaver skins, and hair, and raw
leather, bis Maujesty has suppressed all duties whatso-
ever upon those artidles; if imported of the growth of the
United States in Freach or American vessels. He is
Hkewise desirous of encauraging evety article of Ameri-
can fur. His Majesty has, moreover, consented to
abolish all duties upon masts, yards; keels for ships, red
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cedar, live oak; and, in a word, all kinds ‘of wood fit for
ship-building, imported from the United States in French
or American vessels. :

The committee having likewise represented that there
was a duty of five per cent. on the purchase of foreign
built ships, and that this duty was prejudicial to the sale of
American vessels, his Majesty has been pleased to exempt
from all duties the purchase of ships which shall be proved
to be built in the United States.

Great duties having been formerly laid upon all shrubs,
trees, and 'seed, his Majesty has abolished these duties,
when the above articles shall be imported in French or .
American vessels, '

It baving been represented that the State of Virginia
had ordered the arms for her militia to be made in France,
an order is passed that' the prohibitions which hitherto
have p'revénted the exportation of arms and gunpowder,
as well as the duties laid upon these articles when ex-
ported by permission, shall be abolished ; and that when-
ever the United States shall think it expedient to export
from France arms, guns, and gunpowder, they shall have
full permission, provided these articles are exported in
French or American vesséls; and they shalt be liable only
to a very small duty, in order to famlmte the calculano.
of exports.

Lastly, his Majesty has received, with the same favor,
the applications made to the committee for the suppression
of the heavy duties actually paid upon. books and papers
of all kinds. The King abolishes all these duties, when
the above articles shall be exported to-the United Stateg
in.French or American vessels. - -

It is' with great pleasure, sit, that I mfm-m you of thase
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dispositions of his Majesty. They are a mew testimoay
of his great desire to establisk the most intimate commer-
cial connexion between the two nations, and of thre-favor-
able attention he will always pay to eny proposal mad@in
the name of the United States of Ameriea.
‘I have the honor to be, &c.,
DE CALONNE.

Your nation will undoubtedly receive with pleasure the
information of the facilities which the King has just granted
‘to exportations of the wines of Bordeaux, Guyenne, and
‘Touraine, and the suppression of the duties granted by dif-
ferentarréts of Council, of which the Marquis de laFayette
will give you notice.

S Ry —

Trapslation.

An&t nf the King’s Council of State, exempting from the
dwty of transit all the wines whick shall arrive in the
ports of the :S'umqbal’s ;umdwlm of Borderus ﬂ»‘
embarcation.

September m, 1286
Extract from the Register of the Council of State.

- The King being informed that the abundance of sev-
acal suocessive crops ‘has occasioned a considerable over-
stock of wines in Guyenne, and that the greater part of
the productions of 1788, 1784, and 1785, remains unsold,
his Majesty has thought fit to assist his province of Guy.
enne, by favoring the exportation of its wines, with a mod.
eration of duties imposed on their exportations frem the
powts of this province. For which purpose being anxious
to provide, having heard the repost of the Sieur de Ca.
donne, Counseller in Ordinary to the Royal Council,
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Comptroller General of the Finances, the King, being
present in his Council, has ordered and orders as follpws :

_Articie 3. Reckoning from the day of the publica-
tion of the present arrét, until the 1st of January, 1788,
all the wines which shall arrive in the ports of the Senes-
chal’s jurisdiction of Bardeaux for embarcation, shall es-
joy, from the place of their production unto said ports, an
exemption in transit from all duties of export. ‘

Articie 1. The said wines shall also enjoy a privi-
lege of deposite in said ports, free from duties of import
in the Seneschal’s jurisdiction, and there, during the term .
granted to the present arrét; but after said term, the wines
which shall not have been embarked, shall be subject to
said duties.

_ Arricie ur. The dutiesof export from the Seneschul’
jurisdiction on said wines, and also on those of said juris-
diction, shall be, and are, reduced during the said term,
viz: to two livres per ton for those going to foreign parts,
three livres per ton for those going any where else ; and
this not comprehending the accessary duties.

Done in the King’s Council of State, his Majesty bemg
present, held at Versailles, 10th September, 1786.

GRAVIER DE VERGENNES.

0@ Gl
Translation. i S
Arrét of the King’s Coxncil of State; reducing the duties
of the wines of Aunis, which are exported to foreign

parts.
: May 27, 1786.
‘On the representation made to the King in Couneil,
by the proprietors of vineyards in the country of Aunis,

.
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that the different duties, to which their wines were sib-
ject on exportation out of the kingdom, were, by
the additional sous per livre, rated so high as ndt to
admit of exportation, from whence a sensible dimiou-
tion would result in the cultivation of vines, which con-
stitutes the chief riches of this province ; and his-Majesty
baving ordered an account of the duties laid on the
* wines to be laid before him, as well on their consumption
in the country, as when exported to foreigners; and per-
ceiving that in this last case they are subject to infinitely
greater duties than when consumed in the country ; he
bas judged proper to rectify this error, and favora-
bly to receive the representations which the proprie-
tors of the vineyards in the country of Aunis have
made to him ; for which purpose being anxious to pro-
vide, having heard the report of Sieur de Calonne, Coun-
sellor in Ordinary to the Royal Countil," Comptroller
General of the Finances, the King being in his ‘Coun-
cil, has ordered and does order, that, reckoning from the
1st October next, until it shall be otherwise ordered; the
wines that shall be carried from different parts of the
province of Aunis, for foreign exportation, shall only be
subject to the payment of a duty of eight livres per ton,
- and ten sous per livre ; and, in -addition to said duty, his
Majesty orders that the half of the product of said duty
shall be collected for the benefit of the Lessee General
of the Farms; in lieu of the duties of exportation of the
tariff of 1664, of the double subsidy and right of gauging
and brokerage, and that the other half shall be collected
for the benefit of the Administrator General of the Aids,
in_lieu of the rights of brokers, g;mger's, inspectors of
liquors o}d and new, five' sous, where they may be due;

¢
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mad, in general, for all duties whatsoever ftom the place
of growth, until exportation from the Kingdom. '

- The proprietors being obliged to make declaratjon at-
the. nearest offices to the place of growth, and to take, as
well from persons employed. in the department of the
Farmers Geueral, as those of the geaeral administration,
avery necessary warrant to assure the destination of said
wine to a foreigner.

Done in the King’s Council of State, his Majesty be-
ing prmnt, held at Versailles, the 27th May, 1786.

DE BRETEUIL.

.--ioocou-—
Translation.

Arrét of the King’s Council of State, suspending the
execution of those of 10tk and 22d May, 1723, ¢lso
the 5tk article of the ordinance of 1687 : and order-
ing that the exemption granted by the letters patent
of the month of April, 1717, and by the 4th article of
said ordinance of 1687, shall take place in favor of
the provinces of the Loire, until it shall be otherwise
ordered.

November ll, 1788.
Extract from lbe Register of the Council of State:

The- King being informed of the memorials presented

by the Mayer, sheriffs, and citizens of the province of

Touraine, Bloisois, Orleans, Sawnurois, and Anjou, re-

questing on the one part the revocation of an arrét made

by the Council, and issued thereupon with letters patent
dated 10th and 22d May, 1723, by which his Majesty
had ordered that the wines of Anjou and other provinces
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of thig Laire, although dectared for the Freoch islands aned.
colonies, should pay the ordinary duties of exportation,
dotwithstanding the declaration of the 8d atticle of the
leiters patent of the month of April . 1717, had grant-
ed them an exemption: and on the other -part, that his
Majssty would also be pleased to revoke the order of the
Bth article of the ordinance of the Farms of the month of
February, 1687, as far as the said article has excepted the
wines of Anjou, Maine, Thouars, and of the Chétellenie
of Chentoceaux, when they should pass irito Brittany dés-
tined for places situated within the extent of the Farms,
from the exemption of the duties of export and import
granted by the 4th article of the same ordinance to all
sorts of merchandise going omt of the beunds of the
Farms, 10 enter therein again either by land or sea, taking
security only from the merchants; His Majesty has ac-
knowledged that this article of the ordinance of the month
of February, 1687, has deprived the provinces of the
Eoire of the exemption of fransit granted by the 4th ar-
ficle of the same ordinance 1o all the other provisices, only
thirough fear of a fraudulent diversion to Brittany; by
which means the wines of the Loire miglit be consumed
there, without paying the duties of the tariff of 1664.
That the arrét of the 10th May, 1723, has likewise
deprived the same provinces of the Loire of the exemp-
tlon granted to all the ‘rest of the kingdom by the letters
patent of 1787 for the merchandises destined for the co-
lonies, only on account of the same fraud practised by the
merchants, who sold the wines of the Loire at Nantes,
without having paid the duties of importation, and sobsti-
tated there the wines of the growth of the province of
Brittany ; and moteover, because it was considered a3 cér-
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t#in that the wines of the Loire did not suit the colonies,
and could not bear expoftatien.

"His Majesty being informed that either the quality of
a part of the wines of the Loire has become materially:
better, or that the fabrication has been improved—it is
certain that they are sent-at present to the colonies with
success; and even to the East Indies, where they arrive
itr good- order—and having found the means proposed to
prevent frauds sufficient, by adding to the formalities al<
reddy established, as well by the letters patent of 1717,
ds by the artét of 6th May, 1738, new precautions capa+
ble of preventing fraud, and a substitution of one kind of
wine for another ; his Majesty has considered it as be-
longing to his justice as well as boiirity, hot to léave any
Yonger éeveral provinces in his kingdom under an inter-
&ction founded only on the fear of an abuse, which is
foreign to them ; and being convinced that the inhabitants
of Touraine, Saumurois, Orleans, Bloisois, Anjou, should
be admitted to participate in the exemption which the other
proevinces of his kingdom enjoy. The encouragement
which will result therefrom, to cultivate the vine in these
provinces, would soon become a new source of riches to
the State, which would amply compensate for the sacri-
fice of the duties which would no longer be collected ;
and notwithstanding every time that this matter has been
discussed, the States of his province of Brittany have
testified ‘their apprehensions that the re-establishment of
a liberty so desirable for the whole country traversed by
" the Loire, would be of considerable injury to their Farms
of duty, and that it appears just that they should be heard
on the new plan of precautions adopted by his Majesty,-
he has' thought proper to orduin that the execution thereof
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shall only be for the present, as an essay, and provisional
ly : reserving to himself to pronounce defuitively, thereon,
after the intermedial commission of the States shall have
laid before him the observations they may see fit to make
on this subject; it being his intention that this commis-
sion attend to this matter without delay, and send their
observations immediately. -

To which end being anxious to provide, havuxg seen
the request of the Mayor, Sheriffs of the city of Tours,
and the municipal officers of the town of Anjers, Blois,
agd Saumur, together with the memorial of the Farmers
General, the advice of the Deputies of Trade, and like-
wise the opinjon of the Intendant and Commissary for
the department of the generality of Tours, the memo-
-rial of the Farmers of the Duties, together with the let2
ters of the Deputies of the province of Brittany : having
also considered the ordinance of the Farms of . the montl
of February, 1687, the letters patent of the month of
April, 1717, and those of 22d May, 1723: baving heard
the report of the Sieur Calonne, Counsellor in Ordinary
to the Royal Council, Comptroller General of the Fi-
nance, the King being in Ais Council, has ordered, and
does order, as follows :

ArricLe 1. Reckoning fiom the 1st December next,
and until it shall be otherwise ordered, the execution. of
the fifth article of the first title of the ordinance of the
month of February, 1687, shall be suspended and with-
out effect. In consequence of which, the wines, of the
growth of the provinces of Touraine, Bloisois, Orleaus, -
Saumurois, Anjou, and others of the five large Farms,
which shall be transported from. the said provinces. into
those of Picardy, Normandy, and others, subject to the
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tariff of 1684, on their way to Brittany, shall enjoy an
exemption from the duties .of export and import of the
said tariff of 1664, and from all local duties, upon
taking cautionary discharges conformable to the regu-
lations of the fourth article of the said ordinance of the
month of February, 1687, and other precautions which
shall be hereafter ordained. :

ArticLe 11. Reckoning from the same to December
next, and also until it shall be otherwise ordered, the
arrét and letters patent of 10th and 22d May, 1723,
shall be deemed as though they had never taken place;
and, consequently, the wines of the growth of said prov~
inces ‘destined for transportation to. the. French islands
and colonies, or for victualling the vessels bound to said
colonies, and which -shall be transported there on their
way to Brittany, shall enjoy an exemption from .the du-
ties of expert of the tariff of 1664, and from all local
duties, excepting the duties of supply, and of these which
make a part of the régie des asdes, or the administration
of the King’s demesnes, conformable to the dispositions
of the 3d and 4th articles of the letters patent of the
month of April, 1717.

ArricLe 1. The merchants and others, who would
enjoy the benefit of the exemptions announced in the
foregoing first and second articles, shall be obliged to
observe the formalities prescribed, as well by the sixth,
seventh, eighth, and ninth articles of the letters patent,
of the month of April, 1717, as by the arrét. of the
6th May, 1738, the tenor of which follows :
¢ Formalities to be observed in_the transportation of wines:

“ Article 6th of the letters patent of 1717.—The
" merchants, traders, and. wagoners shall be bound to. de-
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" clare at the office of the place where.they take up the
wine, (if there is one, if not, at the nearest office,) the
quantities and quality of the wines they wish to despatch,
and the place of their destination ; and to take at the said
office a permit, giving bond. to report in three months a
cettificate of unloading-said wines, at the warchouse at
the place of deposite, or of their being embarked in the
port for which they shall have been declared. :

“ Formalities to be observed on the road : .
¢« Anticle 7th of said letters patent.—The said mer-
chants' and wagoners “shall, moreover, be bound to re-
~ present and show the permit to the custeim-house officess
whio shall be found on this read, to permit such visis and
worifications which the said : officers would miake, who
shall be bound to make them, without any delay or ex-
pense; and, in case of fraud, the merchandise shall be
eonfiscated, and the offenders ‘mulcted in a fine of five

handred livres. : .

¢ Formalities to be observed at the place of deposits.:
« Arrét of May 6th, 1738.—The traders and merchants
shall be bound to declare to the elerk of the Farms the
warehouses in which they intend to store the said wines;
to give their bond to show them in the same quantity and
quality, every time they shall be required to do so, with-
out being able to take théem out of said warehouses, or
transport them from one warehouse -to another, until after
declaration, and with leave ; to ‘admit of the visits and
re-verifications of the clerks of the Farms, as often and
whenever they shall judge fit, under penalty, on the part
of the merchants, in case of drawing of the whole or part
of said wines, of confiscation of the value-of what shall
be wanting, and a fine of five hundred livres; and-in case
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of simply removing from one warehouse to another with-
out declaration, to forfeit the privileges of-the place of
deposite, and be subject to the payment of all duties.

¢« Formalities to be observed at the time of embarcation :

« Articles 8th and 9th of the letters patent of 1717.—
The said merchaats and wagoners shall be bound to see
that their wines be visited, before they take them away
from the place of deposite, by the clerk of the Farms,
and not to put them on board any vessel but in presence
of said clerk ; to give their bond at the office of the
Farms of the place of embarcation § to report, within a
year at furthest, for the wines destined for the colonies, a
certificate of their being landed in the French islands or
colonies ; which certificate shall be written on the back of
the permit, and signed by the Governor and Intendant, os
by the commandants and commissaries subdelegated in
those quarters, and by the clerk of ‘the Farms of the de-
wesies in the west, under pemalty of paying four mnes
the amousnt of the duties.”

ArricLe 1v. His Majesty moreover orders, that ‘the
merchants and wagoners ‘be ~bound, on entering into
Brittany, 10 make. declaration to the inspectors of the
Parmers of the Duties, of the quantity and quality of theé
wine which shall be brought there ; as-also to receive on
board the boats that shall transport them, two clerks, ap-
pointed by the said Farmers, who are expressly enjoined,
under penalty of severe punishment, to accompuny the
said wines as far as-the place of their deposite, to observe
tint they be rot drawn off, nor from one cask to another;
and for this purpose to use-every necessary measure um-
til the casks are arrived at said place of deposite ; and the
said casks shall not be removed ftom said deposite, without
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being accompanied by the same clerk of said Farmers who
shall be present at their embarcation; for which purpose,
the merchants and wagoners shall be bound to take a pet-
mit for embarcation, both from the Farmers of the Duties
and the chief of the Farmers General.
- ArricLe v. His Majesty.orders that the- said wines
shall only be deposited in the ports of Nantes and Pain-
beuf; and that in case of drawing off or substitution, in
the road or at thé place of .deposite, upon verbal declara-
tion being made thereof, and duly aflirmed to, either by
the clerk of the chiefof the Farmers General, or by those
of the Farmers of the Duties, the confiscation of the wines
and boats shall be pronounced, as well on the proprietors
of the wine, as the masters or conductors of the boats,
with a fine of five hundred livres. -

-ArTicLE vi. His Majesty reservesto himself the power
of prescribing such other formalities as shall be judged
necessary for the preservation of the Farm of the Duties
belonging to the province of Britteny, after. the observa-
-stons which the intermedial commission . of the States of
the said province shall address to the Comptroller Gene-
ral of the Finances, on the contents of the present decree,
within the space of three months from .the date of the
publication. His Majesty enjoins the Intendants and Com-
missaries "to assist in carrying the' present arrét into exe-
cution, which. shall be printed, published, aod fixed up
wherever it shall be negessary, and the neoessary letters
patent shall be made out concerning it. »

Done in the King’s Council of State, his Majesty be-
ing there present, held at Fontainebleau, 11th November,
1385. ’ :

- THE BARON DE BRETEUIL.

/
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FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON TO JOHN JAY.

Paris, November 12, 1786.
Sir, | ‘

In a letter which I had the honor of writing you on the
26th September, I informed you that a Dutch company
were making propositions to the Minister of Finance here,
to purchase, at a discount, the debt due from the Uniied
States to this country. I bave lately procured a copy
of their memoir, which I now enclose. Should Con-
gress think this subject worthy their attention, they have
no time to lose, as the necessities of the Minister, which
alone has made him listen to this proposition, may force
him to a speedy conclusion. The effect which a pay-
ment of the whole sum would have here, would be very
valuable. The only question is, whether we can borrow
it in Holland—a question which cannot be resolved but in
Holland. The trouble of the trial, and expense of the
transaction, would be well repaid by the dispositions
which would be excited in our favor, in the King and ‘his
Miaisters. S :
.. . I have the honor to be, &c¢.,

.TH: JEFFERSON.

D @ S
Memorial of the Dutch Company.
‘ -~ Translation. | '

"Phe United States have borrowed a large sam of
money from France, for which they pay an interest until
they reimburse it, at the rate of six per cent. per annum.
It is not known to us whether the periods of this reimburse-
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ment are fixed, or whether they are left to the convenience
of the United States ; the quota of this sum is also unknowa.
It is supposed that it cannot be less than twenty-four mil-
lions, and that the period of reimbursement is not near.
It is thought that the two nations consider their mutoal
benefit ; and upon this supposition an arrangement of the
debt of the United States is proposed, which appears to
suit the interest of both these powers.  ~

On the part of France, the want of money to facilitate

its reimbursements and improvements should indace her
to fix' a certain price for the actual return of so large a
sum. : ’
- On the pért of the United States, the scareity of
‘money which they experience, and the want of it, which
the natural extension of their situation occasiens, must
render every measure precious that will bring int6 circu-
lation the sum they have borrowed, and under such a form
that this circulation will take place as well i the United
States as elsewhere.

This mode offers of itself. It consists in converting
the American debt into bills, payable to the bearer, in'sams
from five hundred to a thousand French livres, and an-
nexing dividends to these bills, for receiving the interest
in such places as shall be agreed and fixed upon. It isby
no means to be doubted but that commerce, and the
Europeans who would seule in.the United States, would
carry there great numbers of these bills, which would
probably be reimbursed there. The United States
would find two great- advantages from this operation :
the first, by acquiring in their cirgulation at home a paper, -
which, by the full credit it would haye, would answer
all the purposes of cash ; sacondly, being able to pey
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at home a part of the debt and the interest, and to reduce
it by degrees, by means of the purchase of lands with
these bills, payable to the bearer; for the speculators in
land could pay for them in this way with advantage, both
ou account of their being able to procure these bills in
Eurape on better terms than specie, and that it would
particularly suit the United States to encourage the ex-
change of uncultivated lands, which they have to sell, for
bills which they must reimburse, and whicb, in the mean
time, costs them an annual interest.

These instances will prove the great benefit which
France would procure for the United States, by converting
the credit she has given them into bills payable to the
bearer, which might be brought into circulation.

With respect to the benefit France. would reap, it is
very probable that she might dispose of all these- bills at
once, to a company who would take them up in consider-
ation of some sacrifice and facilities, which are customary
in transactions of such magnitude. It must be observed
here, that this arrangement is determined upon the pre-
sumption, as far as the nature of -the case will admit, that
this debt is recoverable.

It will, therefore, follow, that France w:ll obtam for the
purposes of Government a speedy return of a sum of
money which will proportienably lessen the loans which
may be otherwise necessary,

On the first reflection, it might appear that France
ought not to sell her debt with the United States, espe-
cially on terms favorable to the purchasers, but on condi-
tions of not being obliged to guaranty the same against
accidents, which may render it doubtful; as this might
occasion a distrust against the credit of the United States,

Vor. 11.—12
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which might be prejudicial to them, and which would be
impolitic on the part of France, and inconsistent with the
reciprocal fnendshlp between her and the United States.
This objection will be removed by France continuing to

be guararitee for the payment of the bl]ls, with interest.

This ‘guaranty, therefore, is not only necessary for the
success of the proposed arrangement, but the dignity of
Frarg(‘:éa]so requires it ; less hazard will attend this, than
the risk that attended the losing the sum lent, to aid a
revolution which she judged important. The solvency
of the United States depending upon their independence,
France ought not to expect any premium for guarantying
a solvericy, the basis of which it is her interest to support.
Should the removal of this objection be opposed, by ob-

serving that the speedy benefit of tweénty millions is not

of sufficient consideration to determide France to makea
change, when she shiould not thereby free herself at least
from risk with the United States, we answer, that the ad-
vantage of restoring these tienty millions into circulation,
and thereby preventing the borrowmg of this sum, is not
the only one.

The United States are not yet free fror all apprehen-
* sions of danger; there appedr some difficultiés between
them and England with regard to fulfilling the treaty of
peace. The policy as well as the inclinations of the
United States require their firmmess in every thing they
have to transact with that power. They may, there-
fore, be under the mecessity of demdnding further pecu-
niary aids. The circumstances that may render these
necessary; miay likewise render it difficult to obtain, espe-
cially should they defer asking them vntil these circum-
stances are made public. This ariangement, then, may
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facilitate their aid ;. should it require promptness, and

should it be impolitic or too hazardous t6 seek it else-'

where than in France, she may then grant it, without be-
ing obliged to increase her taxes, by means of the
actual product of her debt. If this consideration has any
weight, it ,follows that the proposed arrangement shoald
be delayed as short a time as possible. The English
funds fall, and which can only be attributed to the ap-
prehension that a dangerous contest may be occasioned
by the refusal of the Court of London to evacuate the
forts.

The _proposed arrangement requiring his 'Majesty’s
arrét, the following is a sketch of one, if offered.

Sketch of an arrét.

Louts, &c .

Upon representations made to us that the sums we have
lent to the United States, our dear allies, will not be re-
turned until a distant period, and that, by turning our debts
into negotiable notes, they will enter immediately into.cir-
culation, and would afford the said States an advantageous
opportunity of discharging the same, beth by means of
removing the necessity of remitting to Europe the neces-
sary funds for the payment of the interest and capital
of part of their debt, represented by the bills, which
their circulation shall have brought among ' them, as  also
by the opportunities that this circulation may offer of
exchanging lands for these bills, which will thereby give
a new spring to the cultivation which the United States
desire to extend and accelerate ; and upon being assured
that such an operation would really produce those advan-
tages to the United States, without the least inconvenien-
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qy, which suggested the measure, especially by guaran-
tying the payment of said bills to the- possessors: We
have, therefore, &c. &c. ' '

' _ Another preamble.-

. Lou';s, &e.. v ,

. Ever considering what may be advantageous to the
United States, and facilitate 1o them the means of extri-
cating themselves from a debt which they have been
obliged to contract, as. well with us, as with other pow-
ers, and particularly their liberation from the loan of the
year , the period of reimbursement being near at
hand, have conceived that it will be a fresh proof of our
good-will by giving a form to this loan, which will bring
it into circulation, by making it negotiable. It appears
to us, that, by converting this sum of into bills,
payable to the bearer, 1o the amount of livres
each, with term of interest, payable at fixed places, we
should furnish the United States with.a simple mode of
reimbursing successively within theinselves,-and without
any distress, the bills which will be thrown into com-

-merce. In operating this conversion, we have thought it

incumbent on our justice, the dignity of our crown, and

. our affection for our dear allies, to guaranty the security

and the payment of these bills, with their interest. = This
guaranty will, moreover, afford a fresh proof of the value
we fix on preserving our alliance with the United States.
We have been the more inclined to aaopt this advantage-
ous method for the United States, as it is perfectly re-
¢oncileable with the interests of our subjects, and with the
circumstances and disposition we are in to free our State,

.
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by degrees, of all its debts and charges For these rea-
sons, &c. &c. ‘ ‘

The articles of the arrét will have in view, 1st. To
create bills payable to the bearer, to the amount of the
sum lent to the United States in the year , the
fixed period of whose reimbursenent falls in 3
which bills shall each be of , and amountmg to
numbers, from number one to number s
agreeable to the model annexed to the arrét. 2d. To
fix the period of reimbursement, and the number of bills
which shall be reimbursed at each period: this must be
determined by lot. The reimbursements to be made in
Paris, Amsterdam, Philadelphia, Boston, New York,
or Charleston, with bankers, who shall be appointed. 3d.
The pumber of bills, which by lot are to be reimbursed,
shall be published four months before the reimbursement,
by means of the public prints most generally known in
Europe and America. ~ 4th. To determine where the
Tots shall be drawn : this would appear to be most proper
in one of the cities of the United Statés. = 5th. Until
'.the_reimbu}sements,,the bills shall draw an annual inter-
est of six per cent., which shall be paid every year, com-
mencing from , in the cities marked out in the
article, and by the bankers to be appointéd : this
_payment shall have effect on presentation of the original
bill, to which_shall be annexed the dividends of interest,
agreeable to the model, &c. 6th. The reimbursed bills
shall be withdrawn as being extinguished, as also the in-
terest not due. . The bankers who shall have paid them,
shall account for the same with the United States, by
representing them; and these shall successively forward
the list to his Majesty’s Ambassador, to serve as a dis-
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charge for his Majesty’s guaranty, in proportion as the
United States shall reimburse them.

N.B. It appears indispensable, to prevent counterfeits,
and remove all obstacles in the way of the circulation of
the bllls, that they be stamped by the Ambassador of the
United States—an operation which, as well as the others
mentioned in the arrét, is only to be announced in concert
with the United States. ‘

— @ Gt "

. Extract frem the Secre‘( Journal of Congress.

' ) October 8, 1787.
The Board of Treasury, to ‘whom was referred an extract
of a letter from the honorable Mr. Jefferson, Mlms-

. ter Plenipotentiary to the Court of France, havmg

reported,

That the said Minister states, *That a proposition
¢ has bé_en made’ to Mohsiqur de Calonne, Minister of
¢ the Finances of France, by a company of Dutch mer-
¢ chants, to purchase the debt due from the United
¢ States to the Crown of France, giving for the said
¢ debt, amounting to twenty-four millions of livres, the .
¢ sum of twenty millions of livres. That information of
¢ this proposition has been given to him by the ageat of
¢ the said company, with the view of ascertaining
« whether the proposed negotiation should be agreeable
¢ to Congress.”

_ That the said Minister suggests, * That if ‘there is
¢ danger of the public payments not being punctual,
¢ whether it might not be better that the discontents
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 which would then arise should be transferred from a
« Court, of whose good-will we have so much need, to
“ the breasts of a private company.

¢ That the credit of the United States is sound in
¢ Holland ; and that it would, probably, not be difficult
“ to borrow, in that country, the whole sum of money
“due to the court of France; and to discharge that
<« debt withaut any deduction ; thereby doiog what would
““be grateful with the Court, and establishing with them
“a confidence in our honor.” -

On a mature consideration of the circumstances
above mentioned, the Board beg leave 10 observe—

That at the time the debt due from the United States
to the Crown of France was contracted, it cou’ld' not
have been foreseen that the different members of the
Union would have hesitated to make effectual provision
for the discharge of the same, since it had been con-
tracted for the security of the lives, liberties, and
property of their several citizens, who had solemnly
pledged themselves for its redemption ; and that, there-
fore, the honor of the United States camnot be impeach-
ed for having authorized their Minister at the Court of
France to enter into a formal convention, acknowledging
the amount of the said debt, and stipulating for the reimn-
bursement of the princip:il and interest -due thereon.’

That, should the - United States, at this period, give
any sanction to the transfer of this debt, or attempt to
make a loan in Holland for the discharge of the same,
the persons mterested in the transfer, or in. the loan,
would have reason to presume that the United States in
Congress’ would make effectual provisien for the punc-
tual payment of the principal and interest.
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That the prospect of such provision being made with-
in a short period, is by no means flattering:; and though
the credit of the United States is still sound in Holland,
fromthe exertions which have been made to discharge
the interest due to the subscribers to the loans in that
country, yet, in the opinion of this Board, it would be
unjust, as well as impolitic, to give any public sanction
to the proposed negotiation.  Unjust, because the nation
would contract an engagement, without any well-ground-
ed expectation of discharging it with proper punctuality.
Impolitic, because a"failure in the payment of interest
accruing from this negotiation (which would inevitably
~happen) would justly blast all hopes of credit with the
citizens of the United Netherlands, when the exigencies
of the Union might render new loans indispensably ne-
cessary. ) o

The Board beg leave further” to observe, that al-
though a grateful sense of the services rendered by
the Court of France would undoubtedly induce the
United States in Congress to make every possible ex-
ertion for the reimbursement of the moneys advanced
by his most Christian Majesty, yet that they cannot
presume that it would tend to establish in the mind of
the French Court an idea of the national honor of this
country to involve individuals in a heavy loan, at a time
when Congress were fully sensible that their resources
were “altogether inadequate to discharge even the in-
terest of the same, much less the instalments of the
principal, which would from time to time become due.
‘How far the idea of transferring the discontents which
may prevail in the French Court, for want of the punc-
tual payment of interest, to tha breasts of the private
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citizens of Hollan&, would be consistent with sound
policy, the Board forbear to enlarge on.

It may be proper, however, to observe, that the pub-
lic integrity of a nation is the best shield .of defence
against 'any calamities, to which, in the course of hu-
man events, she may find herself exposed.

This principle, so far as it respects the conduct of the
United States, in contracting the loans with France, can-
not be called in question. The reverse would be the
case, should the sanction of the United States be given,
either to the transfer of the French debt, or to the nego-
tiation of a loan in Holland for the purpose of discharging
it.

If it be further considered that the consequences of
a failure in the punctual payment of interest, on the
moneys borrowed by the United States, can by no
means be so distressing to a nation (and one powerful
in resources) as it would be to individuals, whose de-
pendance for support is frequently on the interest of
the moneys loaned, the Board presume that the pro-
posed negotiation cannot be considered at the present
juncture, in any point of view, either as eligible or pro-
per. Under these circumstances, they submit it as their
opinion,

That it would be proper without delay to instruct the
Minister of the United States at the ’Court of France not
to give any sanction to any negotiation which may be pro-
posed for transferring the debt due from the United States
to any State, or company of individuals, who may be dis-
posed to purchase the same.

Resolved, That Congress agree to the said report.

)
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FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON TO WILLIAM CABMICHAEL.

Paris, December 26, 1786.
Dear Sir, ’

A note from me, of the 22d of September, appnzed
you it would be some time before 1 should be able to
answer your letters. I did not then expect. it would have
been so long.

I enclose herein a resolution of Congress recalling Mr.
Lamb, which I will beg the favor of you to have de-
livered him. I have written to Mr. Adams on the sub-
ject of directing him to settle with Mr. Rarclay, and. at-
tend his answer. In the mean time, I am not without
hopes Mr. Barclay has done the business. I send .also
a note desiring Mr. Lamb to deliver-you his cipher; and
a copy of a letter from the Minister. of Finance here to
me, announcing several regulations in favor of our com-
merce.

‘Vly Notes on Virginia, havmg been bastily written,
need abundance of corrections; two or three of these are
so material, that I am reprinting a few leaves to subsii-
tute for the old. As soon as these shall be ready, I will
beg your acceptance of a copy. I shall be _proud to be
permitted to send a copy, also, to the Count de Campo-
manes, as a tribute to his science and his virtues. You
will find in them, that the natural bridge has found an ad-
mirer in me also. [ should be happy to make with you
the tour of the curiosities you will find therein meation-
ed. That kind of pleasyre surpasses much, in my
estimation, whatever I find on this side’ of the Atlantic.
Isometimes think of building a little hermijage at the na-
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tural bridge, (for it is my property,) and of passing there
a part of the year at least.
I have received Amerjcan papers to the lst of Navem-
ber. Some twnultuous meetings of the people have
taken place in the Eastern Statgs, i.e. one in Massachu-
setts, one in Connecticut, and one in New Hampshire.
Their principal demand was, a respite in the judiciary
proceedings. No injury was done, however, in a single
instance, to the person or property of any one ; nor did
the tumult continue twenty-four bours in any one instance.
In Massachusetts, this was owing to the discretion which
the malcontents still preserved ; in Connecticut and New
Hampshire,_ the body of the people rose in support of
Government, and obliged the malcontents to go to .their
homes. In the last mentioned State they seized about
forty, who were in jail for trial. It is believed this inci-
dent will strengthen our Government. These people are
not entirely without excuse. Before the war, these States
depended on their whale oil and fish ; the. former was
censumed in England, and much of the latter in the Me-
diterranean.  The heavy duties on Ame\rica,n‘, whale oil
now required in England, exclude it from that market;
and the Algerines exclude them from bringing their fish
into the Mediterranean. F'rance. is opening her ports for
their oil, but,in the meanwhile, their ancient debts
are pressing them, and they have nothing to pay with.
The Massachusetts Assembly, too, in their zeal for pay-
ing their public debt, had laid a tax too heavy to be
paid, in the circumstances of their State. The Indians
seem disposed, too, to make war upon us. These com-
plicated causes determined Congress to increase their -
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forces to two thousand men. The latter was the sole
object avowed, yet the former entered for something into
the measure. However, I am satisfied the good sense of
the people is the strongest army our Government can
ever have, and that it will not fail them. The commer-

~ cial convention at Annapolis was not full enough to do

business ; they ‘found, too, their appointmems too narrow,
being confined to the article of commerce. They have

_proposed a meeting at Philadelphia, in May, and that it

may be authorized to propose amendments of whatcvcr
is defective in the Federal Constitution. :

" When I was in England, I formed a portable copying
press, on the principle of the large one they make there,
for copying letters. Ihad a model made there, and it
has answered perfectly. A workman here has made se-
veral from that model. The itinerant “temper of your
Court will, 1 think, render one of these useful .to you.
You must, therefore, do me the favor to accept of one.
I have it now in readiness, and shall send it by the way of
Bayonne, to the care of Mr. Alexander there, unless Don
Miguel de Lardizabel can carry it with him.

My hand admonishes me it is time to stdp, and that I
must defer writing to Mr, Barclay till to-morrow.

. T have the honor to be, &c.,
TH: JEFFERSON.
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FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON TO JOHN JAY.

Paris, December 31, 1786.
Sir, ‘

I had the honor of addressing you on the 12th of the
last month ; since which, your favor of October 12th has
been received, enclosing a copy of the resolution of Con-
. gress for recalling Mr. Lamb. My letter by Mr. Ran-
dall informed you.that we had put an end to his powers,
and required him to repair to Congress. 1 lately received
a letter from him, dated Alicant, October 10th, of
which I have the honor to enclose you a copy ; by which
you will: perceive that the circumstance of ill bhealth,
either true or false, is urged for his not obeying our call.
I shall immediately forward the order of Cengress. 1
am not without fear that some misapplication of the pub-
_lic money may enter into the causes of his declining to
return. “The moment that I saw a symptom of this in
his conduct, as it was a circumstance which did not admit
the delay of consulting Mr. Adams, 1 wrote to Mr. Car-
michael to stop any mopeys which he might have in the
hands of his banker. I am still unable to judge whether
he is guilty of this or not, as, by the arrangements with
Mr. Adams, who alone had done business with the bank-
ers of the United States in Holland, Mr. Lamb’s drafts
were to be made on him, and I know not what their
amount- has been. His drafts could not have been ne-
gotiated, if made on us both, at places so distant. Perhaps
it may be thought that the appointment of Mr. Lamb was
censurable in.the moment in which it was made. Itisa
piece of justice, therefore, which I owe to Mr. Adams, to
declare that the proposition went first from me to him.
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I take the liberty of enclasfng you a copy of my letter
to Mr. Adamis, of September 24th, 1785, in which that
proposition was made. It expresses the motives operat-
ing on my mind in that moment, as well as the cautions
I thought it necessary to take; to thesé must be added
the difficulty of finding an American in Europe fit for
the business, and willing to undertake it. I knew, after-
wards, that Dr. Bancroft (who is named in the létier)
could not, on account of his own affairs, have accepted
even a primary appointment. I thiuk it evident that no
appointment could have succeeded, without a much
greater sum of money. T

1 am happy to find that Mr. Barclay’s mission has been
attended with complete success. For this we are indebt-
ed, unquestionably, to the influence and good offices of
the Court of Madrid. Colonel Franks, the bearer of
this, will liave the honor to put into your hand the original
of the treaty, with other papers accompanying it. It
will appear by these, that Mr. Barclsy has conducted
himself with a degree of intelligence and of good faith
which reflect the highest honor on him. '

A copy of a letter from Captain O’Bryen to Mr. Car-
michael is also herewith enclosed.” The information it
contains will throw further light on the affairs of - Algiers.
His observations ‘on the difficulties which arise from the
distance of Mr. Adams and mysell from that place, and
from one anothet, and the delays occasioned by this cir-
cumstance, are’certainly just. If Congress should ‘pro-
pose to revive the negotiations, they will judge whether
it will not be more expedient to send a person to Algiers
who can be trusted with full powers; and, also, whether
a mission to Constantinople may not be previously neces- -
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sary. Before T quit this subject, I must correct an error
in_the letter of Captain O’Bryen. Mr. Lamb was not
limited, as he says, to one hundred, but to two hundred,
dollars apiece for our prisoners. This was the sum
which had been just paid for a large number of French
prisoners, and this was our guide. '

The difference between Russia and the Porte seems
patched wup for the present. That between Spain and
Naples is not yet healed, and probably will not be cordi-
ally ; but if it does not lead to a war, it will probably
end in a settled coolness, and the King of Spain’s ceasing
to interfere with that Government. The mediation of
this Court, I sappose, has been excited by the fear that
Naples might.throw itself into the othier scale of the
European balence. This has been much feared from the
new King of Prussia. 'Such a weight. as this, shifted
into- the scale of the Emperor, Russia, and England,
would spread a cloud over the prospects of this kingdom.
Of the possibility of this event you will be so much
better informed by Mr. Dumas, that it would. be going
out of my province to take up.more of your time with it.
The packets at L’Orient have orders to go to Havre,
from which place they will ply after the month of Feb-
ruary. 'This will enable me to resume .that channel of
correspondence with you, as 1 can always send a confi-
dential servant by the diligence in twenty-four hours to
that place, to put my letters in the hand of our agent
there, who will find a passenger or other trusty person to
take charge of them, without their going into the post
mail. Through passengers and the same agent, your
letters to me may be safely conveyed, uriopened. I en-
close you the Leyden and French Gazettes to this date ;
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in the latter, you will find an authentic copy .of the treaty
between France and England. I am also desired to send
you the papers in the case of André Caron, praying that
justice may be done him.
I have the bonor of being, &c.,
TH: JEFFERSON. .

et @ Qunem

FROM JOHN LAMB TO THOMAS JEFFERSON.

Alicant, October 10, 1786.

1 have received your Excellency’s letter ; I am not
able to take passage by sea or land ; I have been confined
these three months.

I am exceedingly sorry that I cannot have a full settle-
ment in Europe ; what I have written concerning it is
real.

, The letter of credit I will return by the first safe hand.
By post, all my letters are broken ; therefore I think it will
be unsafe by that method of conveyauce ; but, in the
mean time, shall draw no more. .
I am, with great respect, &c.,
JOHN LAMB.

| =0 @ Guw—

Extract of a’letter from Thomas Jefferson to John
Adams.

Paris, September 24, 1785.
Sir, . _
My letter of September 19th, written the morning
after Mr. Lamb’s arrival here, would inform you of that
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cireumstance. I transmit you, herewith, copies of the

papers he brought to us, on the subjact of the Barbary
treaties, You will see, by them, that Congress bas ndapt-
ed the yery plap which we were proposing to pussue.; it
will now go on under less dangar of objeotion from the
other parties. The receipt of these new papers, there-
fore, has rendered necessary no change in matters of sub-
stange in the despatches we bad prepared, but they ren-
. der some formal changes necessary.; for instance, in our

lester of gredence.for Mr. Barclay to the -Emperor of

Morocgo, it becames improper to enter into those expla-
nations which seemed proper when that lester was drawn,
bacause Congress, in their letter; enter into that expla-
nation. . In the letter to the Count.de Vergennes, it
became praper .to: mentioa the new full powers received
from Congress, and which, in some messure, accord with
the idea communicated by him to vs from the Mareschal
de Castries. Thgse; and other formal alterations, which
appeared necessary tome, I bave made ; leaving so much
of the ongigal draughts, approved and amended hy you,
as were not inconsistent with these alterations. I have,
therefore, bad them prepared fair, to save you the trouble
of copying; yet, whenevar you choese to make altera-
tions, you will be 80 .good as to make them, taking; ig
that case, the trouble of having new fair copies made out.

You will: perceive by Mr..Jay’s letter, that Congress
hagd. not thought. proper to give, Mr. Lamb aoy appoint-
mept. I imagine they apprebended it nfight intdrfere

with meabures -actyally takep by us, Natwithstanding

the perfect figadom which they are pleased to lgave to
vs.on this subject, I canoot feel. myself clear of M bias *
. Vor. w13 :
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which a presumption of their pleasure gives, and ought
to give. 1 presome that Mr. Lamb met their approba-
tion, because of the tecommendations he carried from
the Governor-and State of Connecticut ; becsuse of his
aétual koowledge ef the country and 'peopla of those
Seates of Batbary ; because of the detention of these let-
ters from March to July, which, considering their press-
ing' nature, would otherwise have been sent by other
Americans, who, in the mean time, have come from New
York to Paris ; and beeause, too, of the -information we
received by Mr. Jarvis: These reasons are not strong
enough to 'set aside our appoititment of Mr. Barclay to
Morocco ; that, I think, should ‘go on, as no man could
be sent who would enjoy more’ the confidence of Con-
‘gress. But they are strong emough to induce me to pro-
pose te you the appointment of Leintb to Algiers; he has
followed for many years the Berbaty trade, and seems
intimately acquainied with these States. I" have not
seen enough of him to judge of his abilities; he seems
not deficient, as far as I can see; dand the footing on
which he.comes must furnish a ‘presumption for what
we do net see. ‘We must say the same asto fis 'integ-
rity ;' we must rely-for this on’the recommendations he
brings, as it is ithpossible” for 'us to judge of this Yor our-
selves; yet it will be our duty to use such reasonable cau-
tions as ate in our power. Two occur to me: .1st. To give
him.a clerk, capable of assisting and attendidg to his pro-
ceedingé, -dnd who, in case be thought sny thing was
doing dmies, might give us information. -2d. Not to give
a'credit on Wan Staphorst and’ Willink, but let his drafts
" be made on yourself, which, with the knowledge you wilt
have of his proceedings, will enable you to eheck them,
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if you are sensible ofany abuse interided:  This will give
you trouble’; but a3 have never found you declining
trouble when it is necessary, I venture to propose it. I
‘hope it will not expose you' 10 ‘incvtvedience, as -by in- '
structing Lamb to -insert in hu drafts a propér usance,
you can in the méan time raise the money for them, by
drawing ‘on Holland. I must inform you that Mr. Bar-
-6ldy wishes' to-be put om the saive foofing with Mr.
Lamb, as -to 'this article’;” ahd, therefore, I réturn you
your letter of credit’on- Van Staphotst & €o. As to
the first erticle, there i’ grest difflculty ;"there’ i nobody
-at: Paris fit for the: undertaking, who ‘would be likély to
-aceept it—I mean there is no-Ameriean ; for I shonld be
anxious to plaee a native in the trust; perhaps you can
send us one from London. There'is "a’ Mr. Randolph™*
there from New York, whom Mr. Barclay thinks might
be relied on very firmly, for integrity and capacity. He
is there for his health ; perhaps you can persuade him to
go to Algiers in pursuit of it; if you cannot, I really
know not what will be done ; it is impossible to propose
to Bancroft to go in a secondary capacity.. Mr. Bar-
clay and myself hrave thought of Cairnes, at L'Orient, as
-8 dersiex;yesort ; but it is uncertsin, or. rather improba-
.ble, that be will ondentake it. .You will be pleased,in
-the . first * place, - 10 * consider .of  my  proposition ;to- send
Lambito’ Algibes; and in the next, all' the circumstances
.béfore daisiled, as consequeaves of that.

:"Phewsnclosed letter from Richard' O’Bryen furmshes
powerfal.matiees for coinmencing) by some méans ot otlier,
tbe -tremty.. whk Algum, ‘more: mmedxmly than vhmld

) 3 L.

i , 5 -oagmu w
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be done if left te Mr. Barclay, ; you will peregive hy that,
thattwo of our vessels, with their crews and cargoes, bave
tbeen cazried captive into that pogt. What is to be done

- as to thase poor pegple? Iam for hazarding the supple-
mentary instruction to Lamb, which accompanies these
papers ; alter it or reject it, as you please. Yoy ask what
X think of claimipg the Dutch interposition? I dowbt the
fidelity of any interposition too much to desire it sin-
cevely, Qur letters to this Court, heratofore, seemed 10
ablige us ty communicate with them on the subject, If
you think the Dutch would take amiss our notapplying to
them, I will join you in the application ; otherwise, the
fewer apprized of our proceedings, the better. To com-
municate them to the smu of Holland, is to communi-
cm them to the world, :

-fMQO%-
FROM JOHI:‘ PAUL JONES TO THOMAS JE!‘PBRSON.

. I . Paris, Augost 16, }786.
&r,

Haviog po roll of the Ariel in my pessession, 1 am uo-
abile to determine the legality of the claim empressed in
-the papers you did me the honar to send for my: apigion.
The:papera of that frigate were-deposited in the ‘admi-
xalty at Philadelphia, I think in Apeil. or May, 1781 ; and
I remember that some arremgement with Mr.. Holker
-waa spoken of by the Board, for the wages dne to the
maxipes, who, being French: subjacts, were clsimed by
tha Chewalier de la Luserss, and.sent 10 jéitr Monsieuzrdes
Tauches at Rhode Island. As this happened in the mo-
ment when paper mosey was geiag out of circulation,
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perhaps the men have ot been peid. The truth can
only be known by writing to America, unless' you think
fit to consult the Count des Touches, with whom they
embar)ted at'Philadelphia for Rhode Island.
I have the honor to be, &e.,
PAUL JONES.

FROM THOMAS JE!'FERSON TO JOHN JAY.

: ‘ Puris, Junmsry'9, 1987,
Sir, :

My last, of Decembér 81st, acksowledgad the receipe of
yours of Octeber 12, as the present does thaee of Octeber
3d, 9th, and ‘R7th, together wish the réaolusion of Con-
gressof Oetober 16th, orrthe chviemof Bchwerghmuser. 1 will
prodeed in . this business on .the retaem of Mr. Barolay,
who, being fully agquaintéd - with sit the. aircumstancesy
will b¢ eoabled to give me' thar information, the. want of
which mghlndme to do .wrong on the onasdepr&ha
other.

Infmum of the mgnmm of . the treaty with, lﬂnnv-
00 has beem long on its passage 10 you,. L will beg leave
to recur to dates, that you may see that no paat of it_haa
been derived from me. The firss netice \1 bad of it yas
in'a Jetter from:Mr. Batclay, deted Daralbeyda, Augyst
11th; I received this en the 13ih Sepiember ; o seowse
conveysnce offared till the. 96¢h. of -she-sume mently, be-
ing 13 days after my peneiptof k. In my Ivuer of thas
date, which weat by the way of Londds, I bad the hoaor
to onclete you a copy of Mr. Raxelany’s loater.. Tha oca-
veyames of the. trosty isell 'is suflering.a deléy hese, as
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present, whieh all juy anxiety canaot. prevent. - Colonel.
Franks’s beggage, which came by water from Cadiz to
Rouen, has been long:aad hourly expepted ; the mement
it arrives, he will set out for Liondon, to have duplicates.
of the treaty signed by Mr. Adams, and from thence he
will proceed to New York. The Chevalier del Pinto,
who treated with us on behal{ of Portugal, being resident
at London, I have presumed that the causes of the delay
of that treaty had been made known to Mr. Adams,
and by him communicated to you. I will write to him by
Colonél Frasks, jn- ader that you may be answered on
that subject.

" The publicssion of the euslosed extrast hom my. let-
ter of May ¥7Tth, 1786, will, I fear, have very’ mischiev-
ous effeets; it will .tend to.draw on the Count de Ver
gennes the formidable phaleux of the Fanms ;%0 prevent
his-committitig Mmeell- to me in - any conversation which
he -does ‘not-mean for the ‘public papers ; to imspire the
same diffidenee into -alt other Ministers with whom I migirt
have to tranwdct busimess ; %0 defeat the litde hope, if any
hope existed, of getting aid of the Farm on the article of
tobaceo ; and to damp that freedom of communication which
the resolution of Congress of May 3d, 1784, was intended
t6 re-estabilish.

" “Observing, by the proceedings of'Cougm, that they
are about to establish a comage, I think it my dwny to in-
form them thit a Swiss of the mame of . Drost, estab.
lished here, has invented a method of mriking ‘she two
fuces and edge of a coin at ohe seke. By this sud other
simplifications of the prockss of cvinuge, be is enabled to
chin' from 25,008 to 30,000 pieces a day, with she ageisr
ance'of- ogly. twq persons ;- itha picss-of metal beimg: fest
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prepared. I send you by Colonel Franks three coins, of
gold, silver, and copper, which you will perceive- to be
perfect medals; and I can assure you, from having seen
bim eoin money, that every piece is as perfect as these.
‘There has certainly never yet been seen any coin, in any
country, comparable to this; the best workmen in this
way acknowledge thut his is like a newart. - Coin ghould
always- be made in the highest petfection possible, bécawse
it is a great guard against the danger of false coinage.
This man would be willing to furnish his implements to
Congress, and, if they please, he will go over and in-
struct a person to carry on the work ; nor do I believe he
would ask any thing unidasonable. It would be vbry de-~
Sirable that, in the institotion of amew coirage, we should
set-out on so perfeet a plan as thiis; .and the more:so, as
while the work is so0 exquisitely dome, it is done cheaper.
1 will certainly do the best I'can: for the reformaticn
of the Gonsular' Gonvedtion, being persuaded -that our
States would be very unwilling to conform their laws
either. to the convention or. to the secheme; butit is too
difficui¢ and wo delicate to. form sangume hopes: how.
ever, that there may be roem to reduce - the conyention us
much as sircumstances will admit, will it not be expe-
dient for Cangress to give me powers, ia wisich there shall
be no.reference ta the scheme ? The powers sent me ob-
lige. me to:prodyce thiat scheene ; and cortainly, the-moment
it is produced; they will not abate a tittle, from it. "If they
recallebt the saheme, and imsist on it, we can but conclude
3; but if they have. forgotten it, (which may be,) and are
willing 0 reconsider the wiale subject, perbaps we may
get rid of somethiog the more of it, as the delay is met
injeridus :to us; beosuse the conveation, wheneven and
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however made, is to put usiin a worse htate thai we are
in now. . I sball venture to defer-saying a word on the
subject, till 1. ean hear from you in: answer o this. The
full powers may be sufficiently. guarded by private -in-
struction to me.not to go beyond the former scheme.
This delay may be well enough ascribed (whenever I shalt
bave received new powers) to a journey I'had before ap-
prized the Minister that I should be obliged. te. take to
some- minera] waters in the south of France, to see if,
by their aid, I may recover the use of my right band, of
which a dislacation, sbout four months ago, threatens o
deprive me in a great measure. - The suegeons have long
insisted upon this measure. I shall retwin by Bosdeaurx,
Nantes, and L’Orient, to get the necessary information for
finishing our commercial regulations here. Permit me,
however, to.ask, as immediately as possitle, an answer
either affirmative or negative, as Congress shall think best,
and to ascribe ‘the delay on which I venture to'my desire
to do what is for .the best.

I send you a copy of the late marine regulations of
this countyy ; there are things i it which may bscome
interesting to us, particularly what relates to' the estab-
lishment of a marine milifia, and their clussifieatien.

You will bave seen in the pubtic papers that-the King
has -called an assembly of the Notables.of his coumtry.
This hes not been done for ons hundred and sixty yesrs
past. Of course, it calis up all the attention. of the peo~
ple. Fhe objects of this sssembly are not-numed ; sev-
eral ave conjectured : the tolersting' the Protestant relis
gion; removing all the cestom-bhouses. to the fromser;
equalizing the gabelles.on mit through the kingdom ; the
sale of the King’s. demsios; to saise mioney ; or, fimaily,
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the effecting this necessary end by some other means, are
talked of ; ‘but, in truth, nothing is ksown about it. Thie
Goversment practises secrecy 3o systematically, that it
never publishes its purposes.or its proceedings sooner or
more extensive than necessary. -Isend you a pamphlet, °
which, giving an accoum of the last Aysemblie des Nota-
bies, may give wn.iden of what the present will be.

A great dasire. prévails heve of encouraging manufac-
tures. ‘The famous. Bolon and Watts, who are at -the
head of the plated manufactures of Birmingham, the
steam mills of London, copying presses, and other me-
chanical works, bave been here. It is swid, also, that
Wedgwood has been here, who is famous fer his steel
manufactures, and an earthenware in the antique style.
But as to this last person, I am not certain, It canoot, I
believe, be doubted but that they came at the request of
Government, and that thiey will be induced to establish
similar manufactories here. The transferring hither those
manufactures which contribute so much to draw our com-
merce to England, will bave a great tendgncy to strength-
eu our connexions with this country, end loosen them
with that.

The enfranchising the pon of Honleur. at the moueb
of the Seine, for multiplying the connexioss with us; is
at present an object ; it meets with opposition in the Min-
istry, but I am in hopes it will prevail. If natwal causes
operate, uninflsenced by accidental -circumstances,.
deaux, and Hosfleur or Havre, must vhimasely take the
greatest part of our commerce. The former, by the
Garomne' and Canal of Laaguedoe, apens the southern
provinces to us. ‘The latier, the northern ones and Paris.
Honfleur will be peculiarly advantageous for our rice and
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whale oil, of which the principal consumption is at Paris.
Being free, they can be re-exported when the market here
shall bappen to be overstocked. :

. The labors of the ensuing summer ' will dlose the .

eastera half of the harbor of Cherboprg; 'which will can-
tain and protect forty sail of the line. It has from fifty to
thirty-five feet water next to the cones, shallowing gradu-
ally to the shore. Between this and Dunkisk, the navi-
gation of the channel will be rendered much safer in the
event of a war with"England, and invasions on. t.hat coun-
try become 'more practicable:

-The gazettes of France and Leydea, to the presem
date, accompany this. ;

1 hive the honor to be, &c.,
‘TH: JEFFERSON.

Oﬂice for Forewn Aﬂ'an's,
May' 10, 1787.

‘The Secmary of the United States for the Department of
‘Foreign Affairs, 1o whom was referred that part of Mr.
Jefferson’s letter of the 9th January last, which relates
'to the Consular Convention, viz 1 = .

¢ T will certainly do the best I can for the reformation

« of the Consular Convention, being persuaded that our

“ Srates would be very uawilling to cenform theit laws

“ either to the convention or to the scheme; but. it is

“too difficult and too delicate to form samguine hopes:

“ however, that there may be - roem to reduce the con-

‘ vention as much as circamstances will admit, will it

“not be' expedient for-Congress to give -me powers, in
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“ whioh -there shell be no reference to the schems ?
“The pawers sent me oblige me to produce that
‘“scheme; and certainly, the moment it is' produced’
“shey will not abate' a tiktle from it. If they recollect
¢ the scheme, and insist on it, we can but convlode it §
“but if they have forgotten it, (which may be,) and are
“willing to reconsider the whole subject, perhaps we
“.may get rid of something the more of it. As the
“delay is not imjurious-to us, because the.convention,
“¢ whedever and however mede, is to put us in'a worse
‘“state than we are-in mow, I shall vemture ¢to defer
“ saying a word on the subjeot, till 1 ‘can hear from you,
“ in answer to this. The full powers may be sufliciendy
‘ guarded, by private insirnctions to me not to go be-
“yond the former scheme; this delay may be welt
“ enough ascribed (whemever I 'shall have. received
“ new powers) to a journey I had before apprized the
¢ Minister that I should be obliged. te take  w some
¢ mineral waters in the. south of France, to see if, by
¢ their aid, I may recover the use of my right hand, of
¢ which a dislocation, about four months ago, threatens to
¢ deprive-me in a- great measure. - The surgeons have
“ long insisted on this ‘measure. I shall return by Bor-
¢ deaux, Nantes, and L’Orient, 1o get the necessary in-
* farmation for finishing eur commercial regulations here.
“ Permit me, howsver, to ask as immediately as possible
“an answer, either affirmative or unegative, as Congress-
<«shall -think best; and to ascribe the ‘delay on which
“] venture to my desire.to de what is for -the best.”
Reports : :

That, in buopmoa,‘lhe Court of France regard the
Cousulur. Genveation in"its present form as an interesting
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object, and that no- article or provision in it will escape
their recollection. He nevertbelesﬂlunh that the policy
of yielding to such cirowmstances, as canfiot without riek
and hazard be neglected or controlled; will induce them
at least to consent to the proposed astiele for lmming the
duration of the convention.

As he perceives no incohvenience likely to result from
giving Mr. Jefferson a commission, authorizing him in
general -terms -to negotiate and conclude a convention
with bis most Christian' Majesty for ascertaining the au-
thority and powers of Freach and American Comsuls,
your Secretary thinks it will be advisable to send him
such & commission, thet he may thereby have am oppor-
tunity of emdeavoring to realize the- advantages he ex:
pects fram it, and which, under a new administration, (per-
haps not welt adviséd of what has passed,) may be at-
tainable. . -

. In the opinion of your Secretary, it will therefore be
expedneut to send Mr. Jefferson a commission of the fol-
lowing teoor, viz :

We, the United States of America in Congress assem-
bled at the city of New York; to our well beloved Tho-
mas Jefferson, Esq., our Mimister Plenipotentiary at the
Court of his most Christian Majesty, &c. &c. sent greet-
ing. DBeing desirous to promsote and facilitate the ecom-
meree between our States and the domimions of his said
Majesty, and for. that purpose to conclude with him a
convention for regulating the pewers, privileges, and du-
ties of our respective Coneuls, Viee Consuls, Agents, and
Commissaries, and having full confidence in your shilitiés
and integrity, we do by these presemts aushorize and em-
power vou, the said Themas Jefferson, in out nawie and
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bebalf, to treat with any person having equal powers
from his most Christian Majesty, of and coucerning such
convention, and the same in our name and behalf to
conclude, sign, and seal. And we do promise to ratify
and conlirm whatever convestion shall in virtue of this
commission be by -you so coacluded, pravided the dura-
tion of the same be limited to any term not exceeding
= YOars. ‘

- Witness our seal, and the signature of his Exoellen-
cy Arthur St. Clair, our President, this — day
of — in the year of our Lord one thousand
seven hundred and eighty-seven, and the 11th of
our independence.

Your Secretary thinks it would be proper to write the
two following letters to Mr. Jefferson ; the jirct of which
‘be might communicate to the Court :

Sir, *.

Congress, being desirous that the eommel;ce between
the United States and France may be. promoted by
every reciprocal regulation conducive to that end, wish
that no time may be lost in ascertaining the privileges,
powers, and duties of their respective Consuls, Vice Con-
suls, and Commercial Agents and Commissaries.

They regret the circumstance which calls you to the
south of France, but are perfectly satisfied that you
should make that, or any other journey which yeur health
may require. It is their wish and instruction, that on

_ *This and the following letter were forwarded to Mr. Jefferson,
and dated July 27, 1787.
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your return to the Court, your attention may-be imme-
diately directed to the- abovementioned saubject. Con-
sidering that conventioms of this nature, however appa-
rently useful in theory, may, from some defects or un-
foreseen circumstances, be attended with inconveniences
in practice, they think it best that they should be:proba-
tionary, at least in the first instance ; and, therefore, tha
the term to be assigned for the duration of the ome in
question should not exceed  years. They also think
it advisable, in order to obviate any difficulties that might
arise from, your not having been more formally authorized
to complete this business, to give you an-express and
special commission for the purpase, whish I bave now
the honor to enclose. '

Sil",‘ ' .

You will herewith receive another letter from' me of
this date, together with the commission mentioned in it.
Both of them are in pursuance of the ideas suggested in
your letter of the 9th January last. If the -whole sub-
ject should-be reconsidered, and a new convention form-
ed, it is the pleasure of Congress that the duties, powers,
and privileges of Consuls, Vice' Consuls, Agents, and
Commissaries, ke accurately delineated, and that they be
as much circumscribed and limited as the proper objects
of their appointments will admit, and the Court of
France consent to. How far it may be- in your puwer to
obtain a convention perfectly unexceptionable, must de-
pend on several circumstances not yet decided.

Congress confide fully in your talents and discretion,
and they will ratify any convention that is not liable to

By o
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‘more ebjections than the one already in part concluded,
provided an article limiting its duration to a term not ex-
ceeding twelve years be inserted.

All whieh is submitted to the wisdom of Congreks
' . ~ ¢ JOHN JAY.

FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON TO JOHN' ADAMS.

v

Paris, January 11, 1787.
Sir,

Mr. Jay, in his last letter to me, observes, the}" hear
nothing further of the treaty with Portugal. I have
taken the liberty of telling him that I will write to you on
the subject, and that he may expectto hear from you on
it, by the present conveyance. The Chevalier del Pinto
being at London, I presume he has, or can, inform you
why it is delayed on their part. I will thank you also forr
the information he shall give you.

There is here an order of priests, called the Mathu-
rins, the object of whose institution is the begging of
alms for the redemption of captives. About eighteen
months ago, they redeemed three hundred, which cost
them about fifieen hundred livres apiece. They have
agents residing in the Barbary States, who are constantly.
employed in searching and contracting for the captives
of their nation, and they redeem at a lower price thar
any other people can.” It occurred to me, that their
agency might be engaged for our prisoners at Algiers. I
have had interviews’ with them, and, the last night, a
long “one ‘with the General of the order. They offer
their services, with all the benignity and cordiality possi-
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hie. The General told me ke could nos expect to re-
deem our -prisoners as-cheap as their own, but that he
would use all the means in his power-to do-it ¢n the
"best terms possible ; which will be,the bettr, as there
will be the less suspicion that he acts for our public. I
told him I would write to you on the subject, and speak
to him again. What do you think of employing them,
limiting them to a certain price—as three hundred dollgrs,
for instapce, or any other sum you thipk proper? He
will write immediately to his instruments there, and in
two or three months we can kpow the event. He will
deliver them at Marseilles, Cadiz, or where we please, -
at our expense. The money remaining of the fund
destined to the Barbary business, may, I suppose, be
drawn on for this object. Write me your opinion, if you
please, on this subject, finally, fully, and lmmedxately,
that, if you approve the proposition,.I may enter into
arrangements with the General before my departure to
the waters of Aix, which will be about the beginning of
February. o
" I have the honor to be, &ec.,

TH: JEFFERSON.

et @ @ 4w

FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON TO JOHN JAY.

Paris, Febrnary }, 1787.

Al

Sir, . , o
. My last letters were of the 31st December and 9th of
Japuary ; since which last date I have qun honored
with yous of December the 13th and 14th. I shall pay
immediate attention to your instruetions. relative to the
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South Carolina frigate. I'had the honor of informing you
of an improvement ja the art of coining made here by

'one Drost, and of sending you, by-Colonel Franks, a spe- -

cimen of his execution in gold and silver. I expected to
bave sent 3lse a coin of copper. The enclosed note from
Drost will explain the reason why this was not sent. 'I¢

will Jet you see, also, that he may be employed, as I sup- -

pose he is not so certain as he was of being engaged here.
Mr. Grand, who knows him, gives me reason to believe
he may be engaged reasonably. Congress will decide
whether it be worth their attention. '

In some of my former letters, I'suggested an opportu-
nity of obliging this Court, by borrowing as much money

in Holland as would ‘pay-the debt due here, if such a lean:

could be obtained ;- as to.which I was altogether ignorant.
Ta save. time, I wrote t¢ Mr. Dumas, to know whether

he thought it probable a loan could be obtained, enjoining .

on him the strictést secrecy, and informing him I was

-

making the inquiry merely of my own motion, and" with- -
out instruction.. I enclose you his answer. He thinks - -

purchasers of the debt could be found, with a sacrifice of
a small part of the capital, and a postponement be ob-
tained of some of the first reimbursements.. The propo-

sition for an immediate adoption ‘of this measure by me

was probably urged on his mind by a desire to serve our
ceuntry, more than a strict.attention to my duty and the

magnitude.of the abject.. I hope, on the contrary, that

if it should be thought worth a trial, it may be put into
the hands of Mr. Adams, who knows the ground and is

known there, and whose former successful negofiations in-

this line wolld give better founded hopes of success on *

this occasion. -
Vor. 11.—14
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I formerly mentioned to you the hopes of preferment
entertained by the Chevalier de la Luzerne. They have
been baffled by events, none of the vacancies taking
place. which had been expected. Had I pressed- his
being ordered back, I have reason to believe the order
would have been given; but he would have gone back i
ill-bumor with Congress. He would have laid forever at
their door the failure of promotion, then viewed as cer-
tain, and this might have excited dispositions that would
have disappointed us of the good we hoped from his re-
turn. The line I have observed with him has been to
make him sensible that nothing more was desired by Con-
gress than his return, but that they would not willingly
press it, so as to-defeat him of a persqnal advantage.. He
sees his prospects fail, and will return in the approaching
spring, unless something unexpected should turn up ir
his favor. .In this case, the Count de Moustier has the
promise of succeeding to him; and, if I do not mistake
his character, he would give great satisfaction. So thatl
think you may count -on seemg the one or the other by
midsummer.

It had been suspected that France and Enghmd might
’adopt those concerted regulations of commeree for their
West Indies, of which your letter expresses some apprehen-
sions ; but the expressions on the 4th, 5th, 7th, 11th, 18th,
and other articles of 1heir treaty, which communicate.to
the English the privileges of the most favored European
natjon only, has lessened, if not remnoved, those fears..
They have clearly reserved a right of favoring, specially,
any nation not Eurepean ; and there is'no nation out of )
Europe, who could so probably have.been in their eye at
that time as ours. They are wise ; they must see it
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probable, at least, that any comcert with England -will be
but of short duration ; and they could hardly purpose to
sacrifice, for that, a connesion with us which may be per-
petual. S .

- We have been for seme days in much inquietude f
the Count de Vergennes ; he is very seriously ill. Nature
seems struggling to decide his disease into gout ; a swelled
foot, at present, gives us a hope of this issue. His loss
would at all times have been very great; but it would
be immense, during the critical poise of European affairs
existing at this moment. I enclose you a letter from one
of the foreign officers, complaining of the non-payment
of their interest; it is only one out of many I have re-
ceived. This is accompanied by a second copy of the
Moorish declaration, sent me by Mr. Barclay. He went
to Alicant to settle with Mr. Lamb, but, on his arrival
there, found he was gode to Minorca. A copy of this
Ietter will inform you of this circumstance, 4nd of some
others relative to Algiers, with his opiion on them.
Whatever the States may enable Congress to do for ob-
taining the peace of that country, it is a separate ques~
tion, whether they will redeem our captives, how, and at
what price? . If they decide to redeem them, I will beg
leave to observe, that it is of grest importance that the
first rederaption be made at as low a price as possible,
because it will form the futurs tariff; if these pirates find:
that they can have a very great price for Amerieans,’
they will abandon, proportionably, their pursuits against
other nations, to direct them towards ours. That the
choice of Congress may. be enlarged, as to the instru-
ments they may use. for effecting the redemption, I
think it my duty to inform them that there is here an
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order of priests, called the .Mathurins, the object of
whose) institution is 1o beg alms for the redemption of
eaptives ; .they keep members always in Barbary, search-
ing out the captives of their own country, and redeem;, 1
/ believe, on better - terms than asy ether body, public or
private. It occurred to me that their agency might be
obtained- for the redemption of our prisoners at Algiers.
1 obtained conferences with the.General, and with some
members of the order. The General, with all the bene-
volence and cordiality possible, underteok to act for us, if
we should desire it; he told me that their -last consider«
able redemption was of about three hundred prisogers,
who cost them somewhat upwards.of fifteen hundred livres
apiece, but that they should not be able to redeem ours
as cheap as.they do their own; and that it must be ab-
solntely unknown: that the public concern themselves in
the operation, or the price would be greatly enhanced.
The difference of religion was not once mentioned, nor
~ did it appear to me .to be thought of ; it- was a silent re-
elamation and acknowledgment of - fraternity between
two religions of the same family, which bistorical events
of ancient date had rendered more hostile to one anotber
than to their common adversaries. I informed the Gene-
ral that I should commuaicate the good dispesitions of his
order to those who alone had the authority to decide
whatever. related to our eaptives. Mr. Carmichael in-
forms me that moneys. have been advanced for the sup-
port of our prisoners at Algiers, which ought. te be re-
placed ; I infer, from the context of his letter; that these
advances have been made by the Court of Madrid. &
submit the information ta Congreis.
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A treaty of commeree is certainly concladed between
France and Russia ; the particulars of it are yet secret.

I enclose the Gazettes of France and Leyden to this

date.. :

I have the houor to be, &c., :
‘TH: JEFFERSON.

—t® @ Ste—

FROM MR. DROST.

Sir,

I have the honot to inforin you that I cannot make
the gold piece you require of me,as I am not allowed to
do it, without running the risk of displeasing the Govern-
‘ment, having received orders to that effect. Will you
have the goodness to inform Mr. Jefferson that, in conse-
quence of this, he cannot have the pieces which he has
asked of me, as it is not in my power to make them at
present, nor before I receive new orders.

I have not yet had time to begin the memorandum
which yoa have had the goodness to require of me, re-
lative to the coining of money. I am more than ever
determined to accept the offers which may suit me, and
even to go to a foreign country. 'Thus, sir, if Congress
will allow me a reasonable salary, I will establish for them
all the necessary machineries for coining the finest money
that has, perhaps, ever existed, and besides with less ex-
penses. I think that it will be sufficient to make an es-'
timate, in this memorandum, of the cost of those machi-
neries which migit be established ; that is to say, to hive
made here, to be sent afterwards to America.  As to the
coinage of specie, it is more’ difficult to fix an exact
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price ;. all I can say is, that they can be done at a less
price than they cost here, whatever it may be. I shall
-willingly. take charge of the machines, of the coins, and
the engraving of them, according to a price agreed upop;
and as to the mixing.of metals of gold and silver, I should
not like to meddle with it. Besides, I shall have suffi-
cient employment in constructing the machines, in flat-
tening, cutting, fitting the pieces, and stamping them. 1
shall make it my business to collect all the necessary in-
formation for the memorandum, and I shall have the honor
to give it to you as soon as it is done, and also to ‘confer
with you on the subject. ,

I am, with great respect, Sir, &ec.,

DROST.

Y4

'-mooo««-
FROM‘ CHEVALIER DE SIGOND TO THOMAS JEFFERSON.

Translation.

Blausser, in Provence, }
January 17, 1787,

Sir,

A friend who is requested by me to receive the inter-
est due on some contracts, of which I am the owner, in-
forms me that M. Grand has not received any funds for
that object. He is now two years in arrears.

Shall it be so much longer? and must we forever apply
to our friends for the purpose of fulfilling our engagements,,
when we cannot do it ourselves ?

After we have exposed our lives for the service of your
States, and after we have co-operated in the great work
of your independence, is it not natural that we would de-
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pend on an income so well acquired ? When, during a very
long war, we have deprived ourselves of all enjoyments,
and when we could not even procure ourselves the abso-
lute necessaries of life, except at our own expense, is
it not horrible that the States should be so long in liqui-
dating a debt; which they have authentically acknow-
ledged as well acqulred—-that they do not pay even the
interest ?

Not thinking, Sir, of such a want of good faith, I made,
on my way to Paris, a loan of eighteen hundred francs,
which I am pressed to reimburse, and on which I have
paid the interest since the year *85.

Having always made it a point of satisfying my friends
with exactness, I beg you to inform me whether you can
give an order to M. Grand to pay me that sum; or
whether you would rather accept a bill of exchange,
drawn on you for the amount, than to give me credlt for
“the interest which is due me.

The justice of my demand is ‘oo apparent to allow
you to refuse granting me one of the two means which 1
‘point out to you, in order that I may meet my engage-
ments, and that I may be relieved from the embarrass-
ment in which I am placed by the want of good faith in
the States which you represent.

"1 have the honor to be, &c., .
LE CHEV. DE SIGOND.
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FROM C, W, Y. DUMAS 70 THOMAS JEFTERSON.
Transiatxon

’I‘he H:gue, Jannary 23, 1787
Sir,

‘ Havmg just returned from Amsterdam, I hasten to am-
swer the confidential question put to me by your Exce}-
lency, in your letter of 25th December last,—Whether
a loan could be negotiated in Holland for the purpose of
reimbursing the twenty-four millions of livres tournois due
to France? :

I have consulted in that place some intimate friends,
on whom I can depend as to their discretion, which shalt
be <crupulously observed, as well as their capacity, bon-
esty, and perfect sufficiency for the execution-of such an
undertaking. This is the result of our conversation, taken
. down in writing, at Amsterdam, on the 20th and 2lst in-
stant, although it is transcribed and dated as above.

.. Inregard to the credit of Congress, it is certain that
it will establish itself, by degrees, on a solid footing.
What greatly contributes: to this is, the regular payment
of the interest at the exact time it fa\ls,dlie, and espe-
cially the payment, in money, of the advances on the
negotiation of two millions of florins, which Congress had
at its option to make ip new bonds. It is even believed
that the credit would have reached to a point, that en-
couragements might be given with all assurances for fur-
ther negotiations, if the English newspapers would cease
to give accounts of the sitvation of affairs in America,
well calculated to frighten the stockjobbers, and which
are eagerly published by certain editors in their papers.
These last persons belong to the faction of those who, by
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thwarting the efforts made in order to restore civil liberty
in this country, imagine themselves that the continual re-
production of forms, representing popular insurrections
and commotions, (which, according to them, take place
in America,) must disgust the minds of the people of the
idea of adopting a constitution, in which they would have
an ipfluence on the Government. Although -there is no
fear that those mischievous people will obtain their ob-
ject, it is no less a pity that their artifices will make an
impression on a number of ignorant persons, by making
them thiok that, considering such troubles, such confusion,
-and such weakness,.in the Government in America, it is
imprudent to grant a large credit to that Government. Itis
possible to bring back those who are better informed to
sounder ideas, but not the stockjobbers, who are_more ea-
sily influenced by prejudice than by reason.

It is, then, impossible to assert positively that a new
negotiation could be effected, or to determine what might
be the sum and the conditions of it. What adds to this
uncertainty, and gives reasen-to fear that at any rate this
condition would be very hard, is, that it is known here
that the internal debt of Congress in America can be
bought at such a price, that the purchasers will find more
profit than is granted to them.here, while the security of
this internal debt is as good as the external one.

What, then, in my opinion, is best to be done, is to
assume here the pretension of France to the eondi-
tions which might be stipulated, accompanied by a
small sacrifice on the part of that kingdom, with liberty
to negotiate funds here for a limited number of years,
upoa the credit of Congress, and under the guaranty
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of France. - This last condition, in which there is no-
thing but what would be honorable for Congress, would
have an influence on the interest, which, in this case,
,could be obtained at a lower rate. - Otherwise; it could
not be done in the present circumnstances, on account.of
what has been mentioned above; and thus the time of
payment, which will soon expire, might, in that way, be
.postponed, which, as it appears to me, will be very agreea-
ble to Congress. ~

It is also believed that the sacrifice lbat France would
~make by this could not be any impediment in the way of
doing it ; as, by this operation, it could not fail of pour-
ing in her treasury a considerable sum, which she would
oot be aobliged to refund, and which woild not become at
the charge of the kingdom. Therefore, it is not expect-
ed that France will make the least diﬁculty‘to grant that
guaranty, as that Court knows exactly the situation of
American affairs, and that it is for its interest to maintain
them.

. If there is any inclination to adopt -this plan, my
fuends will willingly begin to speak on that subject, and
will examine then the degree of possibility there. is to
obtain the whole sum in a limited time, which is a point
on which nothing can be done, in order to determine it,
except by making overtutes, and treating on that subject
with other people. They think that, should the condi-
tions be accepted, from three to four millions Dutclr florins
(from six to eight millions of livres tournois, or from
wwelve to sixteen hundred thousand dollars) could prompt-
ly be found.

P. S. We had, before this, and under the seal of se-
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cracy, a conversation on that subject with one of the
most skilful men in this matter. He has absolutely con-
firmed our opinions ; adding only, if any thing should be
determined upon promptly, that the sacrifice in question
would be very small, and even that it could be lessened
by a diminution of the interest. The reason of this is
the present abundance of money ; but as there may be a
change in a short time, it is necessary to decide upon
this as soon as possible.

Whilst reflecting upon all this on my journey, it bas
appeared to me that your Excellency and the Marquis
de la Fayette could (as the only point in question is the
purchasing the debt due to France) render a great service
to France, as well as to the United States, by assisting
and favoring this sale, in such a way as to, reserve to
Congress the option of postponing, for a few years, the
payment, without it being necessary that a time so valua-
ble, and perhaps irrecoverable, should be lost, in order to
consult Cong}ess beforehand ; as, in this manaer, France
being at liberty of selling or of endorsing the debt, for
the purpose of filling its treasury, and Congress being
likewise at liberty of profiting of the option, no injury
whatever could be done to any one, the good opportunity
would be improved, and every body would be assisted ;
as the option would be equal to the sum borrowed, and
would even be more advantageous. If your Excellency
approve my opiaion,and will give me orders, after having
conferred and agreed, if not officially, at least personally,
with the French Ministers, I shall go immediately to
Amsterdam for the purpose of executing them, and I
shall inform you of the name of the house which bas
been consulted ; against which, I know already that
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neither the said Mipisters, nor your Excel]eucy, wnll
have any objection. K

[am, thh great respect, &c.,
C. W.F. DUMAS.

—r® @ Ol

Grace to the only God.

I, the underwritten, the servant of God, Taher Ben
Abdelkack Fennish, do certify that his Imperial Ma-
jesty, my master, (whom God preserve,) having con-
cluded a treaty of peace and commerce with the United
States of America, has ordered me, the better to com-
plete it, and in addition of the tenth article of said treaty,
to declare ¢ That if any vessel belonging to the United
“ States shall be in any of the ports of his Majesty’s
« dominions, or within gun-shot of his forts, she shall be
« protected as much as possible ; and no vessel whatever,
“ belonging to Moorish or Christian powers, with whom
¢ the United States may be at war, shall be permitted to
“ follow or engage her, as we now deem the citizens of
 America our good friends.”

And, in obedience to his Majesty’s commands, I cer-
tify this declaration, by putting my hand and seal to it,
on the eighteenth day of Ramadan, in the year one
thousand two hundred.

The servant of the King, my master, (whom God
preserve.) '

" TAHER BEN ABDELKACK FENNISH.

- Tcertify the above to be the translation made by Isaac
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Cardoza Nunez, interpreter at the Court of Morocca, of
the annexed declaration, in Arabic, made by Taher Fen-
nish, by order of the Emperor of Morocco, in addition and
explanation of the tenth article of the treaty between his
Majesty and the United States of America.

, TH: BARCLAY.
Madrid, December 4, 1786.

et © Grne—

FROM THOMAS BAKCI;A'Y TO MESSRS ADAMS AND JEF-
FERSON,

: Alicant, January 6, 1787.
Gentlemen,

I have not had the pleasure of addressing you since my
arrival at this place, being hitherto without any thing to
say. worth your attention. ,

.Mr. Lamb had embarked for Minorca before I got here ;
but as he is in correspondence with Mr. Montgomery, I
was in hopes of learning, through that changel, the possi-
bility of our meeting, before I should return to France; a
matter that I am of opinion might have been aitended
with some advantages.

But the letters which he has lately written held out
nothing, and therefore I contented myself with writing to
him the motives which induced me to.come here, and am
without expectation of seeing him. As the Spanish, Por-
tuguese, and Neapolitan Ministers were preparing to em-
bark from Carthagena, I went and passed one day at that
place, in hopes of learning something that might be use-
ful, and took that opportunity of impressing on the mind
of the Count d’Espilly some matters that had before
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been talked over at Madrid and ‘the Escurial, and I left
him seemingly in the best disposition towards our people
at Algiers, and very ready to obey the instructions con-
cerning us which the Count de Florida Blanca had given
him. Since my return from Carthagena, I have received
letters from thence informing me that the Count d’Espil-
ly bas orders from Court not to proceed to Algiers with-
out further instructions, as the plague is at Constantine,
within fifty leagues of that place. But as it was lately
reported that the Dey, who is very far advancedin years,
was much indisposed, it is noways improbable that this
circumstance may have had its weight, for the knowledge
of the plague being at Constantine is not new. It was
even believed before I left Africa that the city of Bona
was depopulated with that distemper. However this may
be, I most sincerely wish the negotiations respecting our

country could go hand in hand with those of the Euro-

pean powers, for there is no doubt that when the Barba-
. ry States have made peace with them, they will turn all
their views towards us; and if another capture or two be
made, the terms of peace will be raised most extrava-
gantly. '

I shall make no apology to you, gentlemen, for comn-
munieating whatever has occurred to me on this sub-
ject; and as it is probable I shall not have occasion again
to resume it, I will now add, that I know no American
subject in Spain or France (Mr. Jefferson is out of the
question) so adeguate to the task of negotiating at Al-
giers as is Mr. Carmichael. Iam perfectly convinced that,
when it is renewed, he ought, if possible, to undertake
it;-and I beg leave to recommend this hint to your se-
rious consideration. Iam sure Mr. Carmichael has no ob-
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jects under his care half so-interesting, and, if his situa-
tion will permit, he ought not to hesitate.

I wish much to know your sentiments of the treaty
with Morocco ; though it is not quite as good as I desire,
it is as much so as 1 could make it. I beg you will favor
me with your opinions when you are at leisure. The
answer from Corunna is what I feared it would be—no-
ways decisive. It is two or three years since Mr. Car-
michael endeavored to procure a settlement, and 1 much
fear I shall be obliged to go and force one.

I am, with great respect, &c.,
THOS. BARCLAY.

—nb® @) Gl
FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON TO JOHN JAY.

Paris, February 8, 1787.
Sir,

The packet being t0-sail the day after to-morrow, 1
have awaited the last possible moment of writing by her,
in hopes I might be able to announce some favorable
chauge in the situation of the Count de Vergennes; but
none bas occurred, and in the mean time he has. become
weaker by the continuance of his illness ; though not des-
perately ill, he is dangerously so. The Comptroller
General, M. de Calonne, bas been very ill also, but he
is getting well. These circumstances have occasioned
the postponement of the Assemblée des Notables 10 the
14th instant, and will probably occasion a further post-
ponement. As I shall set out this day sevennight for the
waters of Aix, you will probably hear the issue of the
Count de Vergenaes’s illness through some other changel
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before I shall have the honor of addressing you again, |
may observe the same as to the final decision for the en-
franchisement of Honfleur, which is in a fair way of be-
ing speedily concluded. The exertions of Monsieur de

Creveceur, and particularly his influence with the
' Duke d’Harcourt, the principal instrument in effecting it,.
have been of chief consequence in this matter,

1 am, with due respect, &c., .
TH: JEFFERSON.

. —m...l-—
FROM JOHN JAY TO THOMAS JEFFERSON.

New York, April 25, 1787.
Dear Sir,

Since my last to you of the 9th February, Ihave
been honored with yours of the 27th October, 12th No-
vember, 31st December, 9th January, and 1st and 8th
February last ; all of whieh, together with the papers that
accompanied them, have been communicated to Con-
gress ; but peithér on them, nor your preceding ones,
have any instructions been, as yet, ordered ; so that this
letter, like-many others, will vot be very interesting.

It is greatly to be regretted that communications to
Congress are not kept more private. A variety. of rea-
sons, which- must be. obvious to you, oppose it; and
while the federal sovereignty remains just as it is; little
secrecy is to be expeeted. This circumstance must, un-
doubtedly, be-a great restraint on those public and private
characters from whom you would otherwise ohtain useful’
bints and information. . I, for my part, have long expe-
rienced the inconvenience of it, and in some instances
very sensibly.
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The death of Count de Vesgennes, of which Major

Franks informed us, is to be lamented ; and the more sq,
;as the taleats, industry, and disposition towards us, of his
successor, are uncertain. Who will take his place, is ap
important question to us as well as to France. _
. The copvention, of which you have been informed,
will convene next month at Philadelphia. It is said that
General Washington accepts his appointment to it,.and
will attend. I wish their coupsels may better our situs-
.uon ; but T am.not sanguine in.my expectatiens. There
is reason to fear that our errors do.not proceed from wapt
of knowledge ; and, therefore, that veason and. public
spirit will require the aid of calamity to render their dic-
‘tates effectyal.

The insurcection in Masspchusetts .us suppressed, but
the spirit of it exists, and has operated powerfully in the
late election. Governor Bowdoin, whose canduct was

. upright, and raceived the approbation of the Legislature,
Jis turned owt, snd Mr. Hancock is elected. Many re-
-speciable characters in both Houses are displaced, and
.men of other princjples .and views elected, . Perbaps
. these.acoaupts are exaggerated. Perhaps Mr. Hancock
will support his former character, and that the present
Legislatyre will be zealous to.maintain the rights of Gov-
. erament, as. well as tespect the wishes .of the people.
Time.alone.can ascertain these. matteys. The language,
i howeyer,. of .such changes is not pleasant or. promising.

For your information, I enclose a qopy of certain .reso-
luuons of Comgress,.relative.to wftaqlons of the treaty of
" peages How they will be received, or what effect they
will have, I know not. Some of the States have gone

Vou. 11.—15
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so-far in their deviations from the treaty, that 1 fear they
will not easily be persuaded to tread back their steps:
especially as the recommendations of Congress, like most
other recommendations, are seldom efficient when op-
posed by interest. A mere Government of reason and
persuasion is little adapted t the actual state of human.
nature in any age or country. '

One of our five Indiamen, viz: an Albany sloop, re-
turned a few days ago, in'four months from Canton:
and 1 heard last evening that one or two vessels are pre-
paring at Boston. for a voyage to the Isle of France.
The enterprise of our countryinen is inconceivable ; and
the number of young swarms daily going down to settle
in the western country, is a further proof of it. I fear
that western country will, one day, give us trouble. To
govern them, will not be easy-; and whether, after two or
three generations, they will be fit to govern themselves,
is a question that merits consideration. The ‘progress of
civilization, and the means of information, are very tardy
in sparse and separate settlements. I wish our differences
with Spain, in that quarter, were well séttled ; but the
maxim of festina lente does not suit our southern san-
guine politicians.

‘The English are making some mportant settlements
on the river St. Lawrence, &c. -Many of our people go
-there ; and it is said that Vermont is' not greatly in-
clined to be the fourteenth State. ‘Taxes and relaxed
'Governments agree but ill.

Thave the honor to be, &c o
' JOHN JAY.

r o
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FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON TO M. DUMAS.,

, S Paris; Febyuary 9, 1787..
. Sir, ' ' o

My last to you was dated December the 25th ; since
which, I have been honored with your several favors of
December the 29th, January the 5th, 9th, and R3d.
I thought that your affairs could not be more interestibg
than they have been for a considerable time; yet, in the
present moment, they are become more so, by the appa-
rent withdrawing of so considerable a personage in the
drama as the King of Prussia. To inorease- this .inter-
est, another person, whose importance scarcely admits
ealculation, is in a sitoation which fills us with alarm.
Nature is - struggling to relieve him by a deeided gout ;
she has my sincere prayers to aid her, as I am persuaded
she has yours. . 1 bave letters and papers from America,
as late as the 15th of December. The Government of
Massachusetts had imprisoned three of the leaders of
their insurgents. The insurgents being collected to the
nember of three or four hundred, had sent in their peti-
sion to the Government, praying another act of pardon
for their leaders and themselves, and, on this condition,
offering to go every. man home, and conduet himself du-
tifelly afterwards. “This is the last intelligence: .

I thask you for your attention to the question I liad
taken the liberty of proposing to you: I thihk with you,
that it would be advisable.to bave our debt transferred to
individuals of your country. There could and would
be no objection to the guaranty remaining as you pro-
pose ; and a postponement of the first payments of capi-
tal would surely be a convenience to us.  For though
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the resources of the United States are great and grow-
ing, and their dispositions good, yet their machine is
new, and they have not got it to go well. It is the
object of their general wish at present, and they are all
in movement, to-set it in a good train; bat their move-
‘ments ate necessarily slow.. They will sussly effees itin
'the end, because all have the same end in view; the
. difficulty being only to get all the thirteen Sgmes to
. agree on the same mesns.. Divesting myself of every
partiality, and spesking from that therough knowledge
T have of the country, their resources, and their. prinei-
ples, 1 had rather tiust money m their hdads than in
that of any Govesnmest on earth, because, though for a
while the payments of the interest might be lass regudar,
et the: fimal reimbuesement of the capital would be maore
sire.

. 1 86t out next week for the south of Fnloo, to iy
whether ‘somie miineral waters in that quarter, much re-
commended, will restore the use of my hand. 1 shall
be abisent from Paris two or thres months; but I take
-asrangements for the regular reoeipt of your favors, as if
I'were here. Tt will be better, however, for you to put
_.your lesters to Mr. Jay under cover to Mr. Shatt, who
remains here, and will forward them.

I have thought it my'duty to subuut 10 Congm the
propasitien-about the Foench debt, and may dnpm their
answer in fotr months. )

lhanthehohnrwbe &e., - .
TH : JEFFERSON..
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FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON TO JOHN JAY.
‘ Paris, Pebruary 14, 1787.
. Sig,

In the letter of the 8th instant, which I had the honor
of writing you, I informed you that Count de Vergennes
was dangerously ill. He died yesterdsy morning, and
Cpust de Montmorin is appointed his successor. Your
personal knowledge of this gentleman renders it unneces-
sary for me to say any thing of bim.

- Mr. Morris, dnrins his office, being .authorized to have
the medals and swords executed, which had been. order-
ed by Congress, he authorized Colonel Humphreys to,
take measures here for the -execution. Colonel Hum-
pheeys did so, and the swords were finished in time for
him to carry them. The medals not being finished, he
desired me to attend to them. The workman who was
to make that of General Greene, brought me yesterday
the medal in gold, twenty-three in copper, and the die.
Mr. Short, during my absemes, will avail himself of the
first occasion which shall offer of forwarding the medals to
you. 1 must beg leave, through you, to ask the pleasure
of Congress as to the number they would choose to have
struck. - Perhaps they might be willing to deposite one of
each person in avery colege of the United States, Per-
haps - they might choose to give a series of them to each
of the crowned heads of Europe, which would be an ac-
ceptable present to them. They will be pleased to de-
cide. In the mean time, 1 have sealed up the die, and
shalt retain it 6ll I am honored with their orders as to
this medal, and the others also, when they shall be
ﬁmshed With gmat respect antd esteem, &c.,

. : TH: JEFFEBSON.
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FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON TO JOHN JAY.

Paris, February 14, 1787.
Sir, . M
In the letter of the 8th-inst., which I had the honor
of writing you, I informed you of the illness of the
Count de Vergennes. In one of the present date, which
I send by the way of London, I have notified to you
his death, which happened yesterday morning, and that
the Count de Montmorin is appointed his- successor,
with ‘whose character you are personally acquainted.
As the winds have' been contrary for the sailing of the
packet, and this may possibly reach Havré bypost, in
time to be put on board, I avail myself of that chance
of conveying you the above information.
I have the honor to be, &c.,
TH: JEFFERSON.

m
Report of Jokn Jay to Congress.
Orﬁce for Foreign Affairs,
~Juty 11; 1781.

The Secretary of the Umted States for the Department
of Foreign Affairs, to whom was referred a letter from
the honorable Mr. Jefforson of l4th Febrnafy last,
- Reponts: .

Your Secretary presames that the l'ollowmg paragraph
in‘this lstter gave occasion to its being refersed to him,
vig: “The workman who was to maeke that of Geperal

‘¢ Greene, brought me yesterday the medal in gold, twenty-
“ three incopper, and the die.” “I must beg leave, through
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“ you, to ask the pleasure of Cengress as to the number
“they would choose to have struck.. Perbaps they might
“ be willing to deposite one of each person in every col-
“ lege of the United States ; perhaps they might choose
““to give a series of them to each of the crowned heads
“ of Earope, which ‘would be an aceeptable present to
“them. They will be pleased to decide. In the mean
“ time, I bave sealed up the die; and shall retain it tiH I
“ am honored with their orders as to this medal, and the
“ others also, when they shall be finished.” -

\As these medals were directed to be struek, in order to
signalize and commemorate certain interesting events and
couspicuous characters, the distribution of them should,

He therefore thinks that both of Mr. Jefferson’s bints
should be impreved, to wit : - that a series of these medals
should be presented to each of the crowned heads in Eu-
rope, and that one of each set be deposited in each of
the American colleges. He presumes that Mr. Jeffersoa
does’ not mean that any should be presented to.the King
of Great Britein; for it would -not be- delicate ; nor’ that
by crowned heads, he meant to exclude free States from
the compliment ; for. to ake discrimination would give
offence. '

- Tn the judgment of your Secretary, it would be proper
to instruct Mr. Jefferson to present, in the name of the
Upnited States, one silver medal of each denomination to
every mosarch, (except his:Britanaic Majesty,) and to
every sovereign and independent State without excep-
tion, in Kurope, and also to the Emperor of Morocco.
That he also be instructed to send fifteen silver medals
of each set to Cangyess, to be by them presented to the
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thiteen United States, respectively, dad-also ta the, Em--
peroc-of China, with an explanatiba and.ailetter, and one-

to Geperal Washingtori. That he also be instructed to
present & copper medal of each denomimation toieach of

#ie most distinguished universities (except the British)-

ia: Europe, and-also to the Count de Bochambean, to
Count d’Estaing, and to Count de Grassa; and lestly,
that he be instructed to send to Congress two bundred
copper ones of each set, together with the dies.

Your Secretary thinks that, of these, it would be proper
to present one to each of the American colleges, one to
the Marquis de la Fayetie, and one to.each of the other
Major Generals who served in the late American army ;
and that-the residue, with the dies, be deposited in the
Secretary’s office of the Uniled States, subjeet to such
futare orders as Coagrem may think proper to make. re-
speeting them. ’

‘K might be more magunificent to give . goldm medals to.
Sovereigns, silver ones to distinguished parsoms; and cop-

per to the colleges, 8gc.; but, in his opinion, the mature of

tee American Governments, as well as the state of their-

firoances, will xpologize for- their declining the ¢xpense.
All which is submitted to the wisdom of Congress.
JOHN JAY.

t® @ Sy

FRON THOMAS JRRFERSON PO JOHN JAY.

Pans, Febmary 23 1787. -

Sir,
“"The Assemblée des Notables being an- évent ir the
history of this country which excites notice, I have
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supposed it wanld not be. disagreeable to you to leam its
immediate objects, though no ways conneeted with' our
interests. .The assembly met yesterday; the King, io a
short but affectionate speeeh, informed them of his wish
e comsult with them on the plans be had digested, and
on the general good of his people, and his desire to imi-
tate the head of his family, Henry 1V, whose memory is
so dear to the pation. The Garde dez Soecaun thea
spoke about twenty minutes, chiefly in compliment to
the orders present. The Comptroller General, in a
speech of about an hour, opened the budget, and en-
larged on the several subjects which will be under - their
deliberation. He explained the situation of the finances
at his accession to- office, the expense which their ar-
rangement had rendered mecessary, their present state,
with the improvements made in them, the several plans
which had been proposed for their further improve-
ment, ‘a change in the form of some of their taxes, the
removal of the interior custom-houses to the frontiers, 2nd
the institation of prowincial assemblies. The assembly
was then divided into committees, with a Princeé of the
blood at the head of each ; in this. form, they are to dis-
cuss, separately, the subjects which will be submitted to
them ; their- decision will be reported by two members to
the Minister, who, on view of the separate decisions of
all the committees, will make such changes in his plans
as’will best secommodate them to their views, without
too much departing from his own, and will then submit
them to the vote (but I believe not tothe debate) of the
general assembly, which will be convened for this purpose
one day in every week, and will vete individually.

The event of the Count de Vergennes’s death, of



B4 THOMAS JEFFERSON—JOHN JAY.

which I had the honor to inform you in” two letters of
the 14th instant, the appointment of the Count de Mont-
morin, .and the propriety of my attending at his fest
audience, which will be on the R7th, bave retarded the
journey I had proposed, a few days. I shall hope, oa
my return, to meet here new powers for the Consular
Convention, as, under those I have, it will be irpossible
to make the changes in the convention which may be
wished for. :
+ 1 have the hoaor to be, &e.,
‘ TH: JEFFERSON

et @ @ Sttnee

FROM JOHN JAY TO THOMAS JEFFERSON..

" Office for Foreign Affairs,
July 24, 1787.

Dear Sir, ’

'» Since my letter to you of . tbe 24th Apnl I haveheen
bonored with yours of 14th and 23d of February last,
and with two from Mr. Short, to whom I had the pleasure
of - writing on the 5th instant. ’

I have now the honor of transmitting to you, herewith
enclosed, the following papers :

A letter for the Emperor of Morocco, with- a ratifica-
tion of the treaty, enelosed ; and copies of both, for your
information. .

This letter you will be so good as to forward, by the
fiest eligible opportunity, to Don Francisco - Chiappe,
American Agent at Morocco, to be by him preseuted to
the Emperor.

A letter for My. Fennish, to be forwnrded in like man-
ner.
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- A copy of an act of Congress of the 18th July- ia:
stant, authorizing you to redeem our unfortunate feHow-
citizens at Algiers, in the manner which you suggested.

An ordinance for the government of the western coun-
try, passed the 13th instant.

- The printed Journals of Congress fmm 6th November
to 10th May last. . .
. The late newspapers.

The other matters on which you have long had reason
to expect instructions, are yet under consideration.

Chevalier Jones cannot have his affairs arranged in sea-
son for him to go in this packet. He will probably sail
in the next; and 1 flatter myself with the pleasure of be-
ing enabled, by that time, if not sooner, to write you ful-
ly and satisfactorily. Nine States, for a long time past,
have been but seldom represented in Congress ; and hence
delays, much to be regretted, have taken place.
. The convention is sitting, but their proceedings are
secret. Our Indian affairs in the west still give us un-
easiness, and so, [ fear, they will continue to do, for rea-
sons you will not be at a loss to conjectui‘e. Our affairs
in general will admit of much melioration; and they
will afford the convention ample field for the display of
their patriotism and talents. .

I have the honor to be, &c.,
.~ JOHN JAY.

P.S. Congress yesterday passed a reésolution ap-
proving Mr. Barclay’s conduct in the negotiation with
Morocco. They have likewise confirmed his appoint-
ment of Don Franeisco Chiappe to be their agent:at Mo-
rocco ; Don Joseph Chiappe to be their agent at Moga-
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dore ; and Don Girolomo Chiappe to be their sgent at
Tongier; with. which agents, it is their desire that their
Ministers at Versailles and London should regularly cor-
respond. Want of time prevents my having and sending
you certified copies of these acts by this opportunity.
My next shall contain what may be necessary to say fur-
ther on these subjects.

e 1 L

Extract from the Secret Journal of 1'orecgn Affairs.
: July 18, 1787

On a report of the Secretary of the United States for
the Department of Foreiga Affairs, to whom was referred
a petition from Hannah Stephens, praying that her hus-
band be redeemed from captivity at Algiers; and also a
letter from the honorable Thomas Jefferson, proposing
that a certain order of priests be employed for such pur-
poses:

Resolved, That the honorable Thomas Jefferson, Esq.,
the Minister of the United States at the Court of Ver-
sailles, be, and he hereby is, authorized to take such mea-
sures as he may deem most advisable for redeeming the
American captives at Algiers, and at any expense not
exceeding that which European nations usually pay in
like cases.

Resolved, That the Board of Treasury be, and they
hereby are, directed to provide ways and means for
enabling Mr. Jefferson to defray the said expenses,
either by remitting money from hence, or by a credit in
Europe.
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FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON TO JOHN JAY.

: Marseilles, May 4, 1787
8ir, -

I had the honor of receiviag, at Aix, your leiter of an
February, and immediately wrote to the Count de Mont-
worin, explaining the  delay of the answer of Congress
.to the King’s letter, and desired Mr. Short to deliver that
answer, with my letter, to Monsieur de Montmoeria ; which
lie, accordingly, informs we he has done. .

My absence prevented my noting to you ia the first
moment the revolution which-has taken place at Paris,
in the Department of Finance, by the substitution of
Monsieur de Fourqueaux in the place of Monsieur de
Caloare ; so that you will have hgard of it through other
channels, before this will have the. honor of reaching
you. , - , <
Haviag staid at -Aix long enough to. prove the ipeffi-
cacy of the waters, I came on to this place for the pur-
.pose of informing . mysell here, as 1 maan to do at the
-other seaport towns, of whatever may be interestisg to

our cemmeroe, so far as-carried on in our bottoms, [ fiad
it almost nothiag, and so it must probably remain, till
samething can be done with the Algerines. Though se-
verely afflicted with the plague, they have come out with-
. in these few days, and showed themselves in force along
tre- coast of Genea, cannonading a little town and takisg
saveral vessels.
- Among other objects of inquiry, this was tha p}ﬁce to
leara something mere certain-on the subject of rice, 8s it
. is-a good emperium for that of the-Leyaat and -of Italy.
1 wished paicularly to Jpow whether it was the use of

.



23S FHOMAS JEFFERSON—JOHN JAY.

a different machine for cleaning, which brought European
rice to market less broken than ours, as had been repre-
sented to me by those who deal in that article in Paris.
I found several persons who have passed through the rice
country of Iialy, but not -one who could explain to me
the nature'of the machine. But I was given to believe
_ that I might see it myself, immediately on entering
Piedmont. - As this would require but about three weeks,

1 determined to go and ascertain this point, as the chance

only of placing our rice above all rivalship in quality, as

it is in color, by the introduction of a better macbine, if

a better existed, seemed to justify the application of that

much time to-it. I found the rice country to be, in

truth, Lombardy, one hundred ‘miles further than had

been represented, and that, though called Piedmont rice,

not a grain is made in the country of Piedmont. I

passed through the rice-fields of the Vercellese and Mi-

lanese; about sixty miles, and returned from thence last

night, having found that the machine is absolutely the

same as ours, and of course  we need not listen more to

that suggestion. It is a difference in the species of grain,

" of which the Government of Turin is so sensible, that, as
I was informed, they prohibit the exportation of rough

rice on pain of death. I have taken ineasures, however,

for obtaining a quantity of it, which, I think, will not

fail ; and I bought, on the spot, a small parcel, which I

have with me. As further details on this subjeet to Coh-

gress would be misplaced, I propose, on my-return to

Paris, to communicate them, and send the rice’to the

" society at Charleston for promoting: agriewlture ;  suppos-
ing that they will be best able to try the experiment of

cukivating the .rice of this quality, and to  communitate
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the species to the two States of South Carolina and
Georgia, if they find it answer. T thought the staple of
these two States was entitled to this attention, and that
it must be desirable to them to be able to furnish rice of
the two qualities demanded in Europe, especially as the
greater consumption is in the ferms for which the Lom-
bardy quality is preferred. The mass of our country-
meén being interested in agricultare, I hope I do net err
‘in supposing that, in a time of profound- peace, as the
present, to enable them to adapt their productions to the
market, to point out markets for them; and endeavor to
obtain favorable terms of reception, are within the liné of
-my dauty. ' :

My journey into this part of the country has procured
me information. which I will take the liberty of commu-
nicating to Congress. In-October last I received a letter
dated Montpelier; October 2d, 1786, announcing to me
that the writer was a foreigner, who bad a matter of very
great consequence to communicate to me, and desired b
would. indicate the channel through which it might pass
safely. I did so. I received, soon after, a letter in the
following words, omitting ‘omly the formal parts :

“I am' a Brazilian, and you knoéw that my unhappy
‘ country groans under a most dreadful slavery, which
“ becomes. more intolerable since the era of your glorious
“ independence—the barbareus Portuguese sparing no-
“thing to make us unhappy, for fear that we should. fol- |
¢ low your steps. And as we know that these usurpers
“ against the law. of nature and of humenity .bave no
“ other thoughts then of crushing vs, we are determined
“ to follow the striking example which you have given us,
* and consequantly to break qur chains, and to bring ta life
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“ liberty, which.is now dead and oppressed by physical
¢ force, which is the cnly pewer Europeans have over
“ America. But as Spain will not fail to join Portagal,
% it is necessary that a nation should assistud. Aad pot-
¢ withstanding the advantages we have for defence, we
“ cannot- do it, or ot least it would not be prudent for us
“ to run any hmzard, without being sure of success. Yeur
¢ pation, sir, is, we think, that which should most suitahly
“ agsist 'us, because it is she that has given us the exam-
“ ple; and, also, because nature has made us-inbahitants
« of the same continent, and has consequently constituted
. us, in some sort, countrymep. We are ready, on our
« part, to furnish all the funds that may be necessary, and
"% to. show, at all-times; our gratitude towards our bene-
“ factors. 'This is the substance of my iatentions; and it
“is to fulfil this.commission that I am now in Frauee, as
¢ I eould oot do it in America without exciting some sus-
« picions. It is for you to judge. if they eap be seslized.
“ And in.case you showdd wish to copsalt your nation en
- the subject, I am enabled to give all the in&mnon
¢ that you may think mecessary. .

“ Montpelier, 21 Novemiber.”

As by this time [ had-heen advised 1o try.the waters of
the Aix, 1 wrote to the gentleman my design, and tbat [
should go off my road as far as Nismes, noder the pretext
of seeing the antiquities of that plaes, if he.would meet
me there. He met ‘me, and the folowihg-is:the sum of
‘the information I recsived from him : .

 Brazil cootains - a3 many inhabitasts .as Portugal.
% They are, 1st, Portuguese; 2d, native whites:; 3d,
'+ black and mutatio .slaves ; 4th, Iodisns, civitisad and
“.savages. lot. ‘The Portegusse are fennimnesber,mon-
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e ly married there ; have lost sight of their native country,
«'as well as the prospect of returmng to it, and are dls-
¢ posed to become independent. . The native wlmes
« form the body of their mation. 3d The slaves are as
« numerous as the free. 4th. The civilized Indians ha\:e
¢ no energy, and the savage would not meddle.  There
“ are twenty thousand regular troops.  Originally, these
« were Portuguese; but as they died off,. they were re-
« placed by the natives; so that these compose, at pre-
“ sent, the mass of the troops, and may be counted on

"¢ by their native country. The officers are partly Por-
¢ tuguese, partly Brazilian. Their bravery is not doubt—

© ¢ ed,and they understand the parade, but not the science,

¢ of their professgon They have no bias for Portuggl,
¢ bt no energy either for any thmg .The priests are
¢ partly Portuwuese, partly Brazilians, and will ndt in-

“ terest themselves much. The Noblesse are scarce}y

“ known as such ; they will in no manner be dlstmgmsh- .

“ ed from the people. The men of letters are those
¢ most desirous of a revoluuon The people are not
“ much under the influence .of their priests. Most of
¢ them read and write, possess arms, and are in the habit
¢ of using them for huniing. The slaves will take the
« side of their masters. In short, as to the question of
“ revolution, there is but one mind in that country. Bu

“ there appears no | Pable of conducnng a reyo-
« Jution, or willin nture hnmself at_its hepd,
¢ without the aid e powerfu] nanon, as_the
e _people of their « ht fail them There is pa
“ printing press_ in ‘ _They consider the Nagth

¢ American revolullon as a precedgnt for thelrs .they
« ¢ Jook to the, Umted Smtes as most hkely to_giye
" VoL.m—16
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"¢ them honest support, and, from a variety of considera-
¢ (ions, have the strongest prejudices in our favor. This
¢ informant is a native and. inhabitant of Rio Janeiro, the
¢ present metropohs, which contains 50,000 inbabitants ;
"¢ knows well St. Salvador, the former one, and the
« mines d’or, which are in the centre of the country :
" these are all for a revolunon, and, constituting the body
"¢ of the nation, the other parts will follow them. The
R King’s fifth of the mines yields annually 13,000, 000 of
‘¢ crusadores, or half dollars; he has the sole right of
& searchmg for diamonds and other precious stones,
"¢ which yields him about half as much ; his income alone,
“ then, from these two resources, is about 10,000,000 of

* ¢ dollars annually ; but the remaining parts of the pro-
"« duce .of the mines bemg 26,000,000, might be counted
"« on for effecting a revolution. Besides the arms in the
K hands of the people, there are public magazines ; they
“ have abundance of horses, but only a part of their

L 4

Lo coun(ry would admit the service of horse ; they would

: * want cannon, ‘ammunition, ships, sallors, soldiers,
% and officers, for which they are disposed to look to the

e Umted States ; always understood that every service and
“ furniture will be well paid for. Corn costs about 20 liv.
¢ the 160ibs.; tlley have flesh in the greatest abundanco,
"« insomuch ‘that in some parts they kill beeves for the

* skin only. The whale fishery is carried on by Bragil-

" ¢ ians altogether, and not by Portuguese, but in very

" small vessels; so that the fishermen know nothmg

uof managing a large ship: they would want of us

« at all times shipping, corn, and salt fish. The latter

‘i a great article, and they are at present supplied

« with it from Portugal.  Portugal, bemg without either
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- “army or navy, could not attempt an invasion under
“a twelvemonth.. Considering of what it would be
- cm'npooed,’ it would not be .much to be feared, and,
“if they failed, they would probably never attempt a

. “second; indeed, this source of their wealih being inter-
+ “¢ cepted, they are soarcely capable of a first effort. The
“ thinking part of the nation are so sepsible of this, that

- “ they consider an early separation isevitable. There is
‘“an implacable hatred between the Brazilians and Por-

.. “ tuguese ; toreconcile which, a former Minister adopted
“ the policy of letting the Brazilians into a particjpation
“ of public offices, but subsequent administrations have
“ reverted to the ancient policy of keeping the administra-

“ tion in the hands of native Portuguese. There is a mix-

. % tare of patives of the old appoiatments still rgmainibg' in
- “office. If Spain should invade.them on their southern
. “ extremities, these are so distant from the body of their
“ gettlernents, that they could not penetrate thence, and

¢ Spanish enterprise is not formidable. The mines d’or

. ‘“are among mouniains, inaccessible to any -army ; and
. % Rio Janeire.is considered as the strongest port in the
- .“world after Gibraltar, In.case of a successful revolution,
a republican government ina smgle body would proba-

“ bly be established.” :
I took care to impress on lum, tbrough the whole of

. our conversation, that I had neither instructions nor au-
thority to ssy-a word to any body on this subject, and
. that I ceuid only give him my own ideas as a single in-
: dividaal ; which were, that we were not in a condition at
» preseat to meddle nationally in any war ; that we wnsbed

- pamcularly to cultivate the friendship of Portuga]
. with whom we have an.adyantageous commerce ; that
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yet, a successful revolution in Brazil could not be uninter-
esting to us; that prospects of lucre might possibly draw
- ‘numbers of individuals to their 4id, and purer motives our
_ dfficers; among whom are many excellent ; that our citi-
“zens, being free to leave their ‘own country individually,
without the consent of their Goven‘m)em, are equally free

" 'to go to any other.

A little before ¥ received the first lener of the Bra-
“zilian, a gentleman informed me there was n Mexican‘in
‘Paris, who wished to ‘have some conversation with me.
* He accordingly called on me ; the substarice of the in-
" formation 1 drew from him, was as follows: He is-him-
“self'a native of Mexico, where his relations are, princi-
“pally ; he left it about seventeen years of age, and seems

"'now to' be about thirty-three or thirty-four; he classes
“and characterizes the inhabitants of the country as fol-
“lows: Ist. The natives of oldSpain, »possessed of ‘most
"of -the offices of Government, and firmly attached to it.
"2d. The ‘clergy, ‘equally attaclred to _the Governmest.
"'3d: The natives of Mexico, generally disposed to revolt,
* but witheut instrb‘dtioﬁ, without énérgy, and much ginder
“the dominion of their priestr, 4th. The staves, mulatto
“and black ; the former, enterptising and intelligent ; the

i lauer, brave, and of very important weight; into what-
“'ever ' scale they" throw -themselvesy but he thinks they

“will “side with their masters. 5th. Phe conquered In-
dnans, cowardl), not Hkely to take any side, mor import-
“'ant which. ~6th.'Fhe free ‘Indians, brave and formida-

b ble, ‘should they intetfere, but not likely ‘to do so,-as
being at a great distance. I asked:him the oumbers: of
“'these Several classes, but' he could nof give ‘them ; the

* first, “he  thought very incbosiderable ; that' the secend
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formed' the body of the freemen ; the third, equal to the,
two first; the fourth, to all the preceding ; and, as to the
fifth, he could form no.idea of their proportion ; indeed,
it appeared to_me that his conjectures as to the others.
were on loose grounds.: He said he kuew, from good
information, there were 300,000 iphabitants-in the city
of -Mexico. 1 was still more cautious with him ‘than
with.the Braszilian, mentioning it as my private opinian,
(unauthorized to say a word on the subject otherwise,).
-that a suecessful revolution was still at a distance with,
them ; that L fegred they must begin by enlightening and.
emancipating the minds of their people; that, as to us,
if Spain should give us advantageoys terms of commerce,.
and remove other difficulties, it was not, probable that we-
should relinquish certain and present advantages, though
smaller, to uncertain and future ones, however good. I,
was led info this.caution, by observing that this gentle-
man was intimate at the Spanish Ambassador’s, and that,
he was then taken to Paris, employed by Spain to settle
her. boundaries with France on the Pyrenees; he has
mach the air of candor, but thatcan be borrowed ; so that
I was oot able to decide about him in my own mynd.
Led by a upity of subject, and a desire to give Con-
greSs-a,s general a view of the dispositions of our south-
era countrymen as my information enables me, I will
add an article, which, old andinsulated, F did not think
important enpugh to mention at the time 1 received it,
You will remember, Sir, that, during the late war, the
British papers often gave details of a rebellion in Peru.
The cbaracter of those papers discredited the information ;
but the tryth was, that the insurrections were: so general,
. that the event was long on the poise. Had Commodore
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Johnson, then expected on’ that coast, touched and land-
ed there two thousand men, the dominion of Spaia in
that country was at an end ; they only wanted a point of
union, which this body would have constituted ; not

having this, they acted without.concert, and were at"

length subdued, separately. This conflagration was
quenched in blood ; two hundred thousand souls on both

sides having perished, but the remaining matter is .very’

capable of combustion. I bave this information frem a

person who was on the spot at the time, and whese good

faith, understanding, and means of information, leave no-
doubt of* the facts; he observed, however, that the num-
bers above supposed to have perished were on such con-
jectures only as he could collect.- o
I trouble Congress with these details, because, how-

dver distant we may be, both in'condition and dispositions,’
from taking an active part in any commetions in that
country, nature has placed it too near us t6 make its move-
ments altogether mdxﬂ'erem to our interests or to our cu~
riosity. :
T hear of another arrét of- dns Court, mcreasmg the
duties on Yoreign stock fish, and the premiums on their
own, imported into their islands; but not having yet
seen it, I can say nothing certain onit. I am in hopes
the effect of this policy will be defeated by the practice
which ¥ am told takes place on the banks of Newfound-
Hind, of putting our fish into the French fishing-boats, and
the parties sharing the premium, instead of ‘ours paying
the duty. '

Tam in hopes Mr. Short will be able o send you the
medals of General Gates by this packet. 1 await a gen-
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eral ins_truclm as to these medals. The academues of

Europe will be much gratified to receive each a set.

" 1 purpose 1o set out the day after to-morrow for Bor-

deaux, (by the canal of Languedoc,) Nantes, L’Onent,

and Paris. :
' I have the honor to be, Xec., - -

TH : JEFFERSON

@ Syr— g i H

FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON TO WILLIAM CARMICHAKL,

Paris, June 14,1787,
Dear Sir, -

Having got back to Paris three days ago,l resume
immediately the correspondence with which you have
been pleased to honor me. 1 wish I could have begun it
with more agreeable information than that furnished me
by M. Grand, that the funds of the United States here
are exhausted, and himself considerably in advance ; and
by the Board of Treasury at New York, that they have
no immediate prospect of furmshmg supplies. We are
thus left to shilt for ourselves, without previous warning.
As soon as they shall replenish Mr. Grand’s hands, I will
givé you notice, that you may recommence your usual
drafts on him ; unless the Board should provide a sepa-
rate fund for you, dependant on yourself alone, which 1 ‘
strongly and repeatedly pressed on them, in’ order to re-
move the indecency of suffering your draﬁs to pass
through any intermediate hand for payment.

My letters from America ‘come down to the 24th of
April. The disturbances in  the eastern States were en-

firely settled. I do not learn that the Government had
o . ) : e T S i
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llnade any . examples 'Mr. Hancock’s heaith beiﬁg re-,
established, the want of which had oecasioned him to re-
sxgn the Govemmem of Massachusetts, he has been re-
elected, to the exclusion of Governor Bowdoin. New
York still refuses to pass the impost in any form, and,
were she to pass it, Pennsylvama will not uncouple it
~ from the supplementary funds. These two States, and
Virginia, are the .only ones, my letter says; which . have
paid any thing into the Continental Treasury for a twelve-
month past. - I send you a copy of a circular letter from
Congress to the several States, insisting on their remov-
ing all obstructions to the recovery of British debts.
This was hutried, that it might be delivered to the Assem-
bly of New York before’ they rose. It was delivered,
But they did nothing in consequence of it. The con-
vention to be assembled at Phxladelphxa will be an able
one. Ten States were known to have appomted dele-
gates. Massachusetts was about to appoint ; Connecticut
was doubtful ; and Rhode Island had refused. We are
sure, however, of eleven States. South Carolina has
proh:bned thei lmportatlon of slaves for'three years ; which
§s a step towards a perpetual prohibition. Between six
gnd seven hundred thousand acres of land are actually
surveyed ‘into townships, and the sales are to begm im-
red;ately They are not to be sold for less than a dol-
ar the acre, in public certificates. I wrote you from
Bordeaux, on the subject of Colonel Smith. * I was
sorry I missed him there, for other reasons as well as
froma cunosnty to know his errand. ‘The Notables have
laid the foundation for much good here : you have seen
n detailed in the public papers. The Prmce of Wales is
llkely to recover from his illness, which'was very threat-
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ening. It is feared that three powers have combined tb
lift the Prince of Orange out of his dificulties. Have
you yet the clpher of which I formerly wroté to you, or
any copy of it ? ,

I am, &ec., -

' TH: JEFFERSON.
——r @ Ou—

FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON TO JOHN JAY. -

Pari$, June 21, 1787.
S‘"': . AU

I had the honor of addressing you in' a letter of May
4th, from Marseilles, which was to have gone by the last
packet ; but it arrived a few hours tco late for that con-
veyance, and has been-committed to a private one pass-
ing thtough England, with a promnse that it should go
tbrough no post office.

I was desirous, while at the seaports, to obtain a list
of the American vessels which have come to them sincé
the peace, in order to estimate-their comparative import-
ance to us, ds well as the general amount of our com-
merce with this country, so far as carried on in our own
bottoms. At Marseilles, I found there had been thirty-
two since that period ; at Cette, not a single one ; at Bay-
onne, one of our free ports, only one ; (thislast article
learned from other information, not having visited that
place, as it would have been a deviation from my route
too considerable for the importance of the object;) at
Bordeaux, Nantes, and L’Orient, 1 could net obtain -
listsin the moment, but am in hopes I shall be able to

get them ere long ; though more important to us, they
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will probably be more imperfect than that of Marseilles.
At Nantes, I began with Mr. Dobrée an arrangement of
his claims. 1 visited the military stores which have been -
detained there so long, opened some boges of each kind,
and found the state: of their contents much better than
had been represented ; an exact list of the articles is to
be sent me ; in the mean time, the following is near the
truth: R

24 cases of gun locks ; 6 cases of gun barrels ; 65 cases

~ of old bayonets; tocks and furniture of 3,100 fire-arms

of various kinds, taken from the peasants of Bordeaux,
when they were deprived of the droit de chasse, and
purchased by Mr. Deane ; the above are broken, eaten up
with rust, and worth nothing ; 15,000 pieces of walnut for
gun stocks, very good ; 30 cases of muskets from Holland,
about 27 in each chest, say about 700 muskets, with their
bayonets,. good of their form, but not of the best form;.
in such condition that they will need only such a cleaning
as the soldier himself can give; 21 cases of sabres, from
Holland, about 63 in each case, say about 1,300 in good
condition ; 18 hogsheads of gun flints; 10 anchors, weigh-
ing in the whole about 21,500lbs. But we must deduct
about one-fifth from the muskets and sabres, because there
are in the warehouses five tiers of cases, the bottom one
of which having been partly under water, during an inun-
dation of the Loire, that whole tier may be considered as
lost ; another deduction will be warehouse rent, 600/

a year from the year 1782: still they remain an object of
too much value to be abandoned, if they can be with-
drawn by mulual consent, without any notice of their
havmg been in the hands of justice. Mr. Dobrée ap

pears to be so reasonable, that I am in hopes this may
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be dome. The importations int6 L’Orient of .other fish
oils, besides those of the whale, brought to my notice
there a defect in the letter of M. de Calonne of Oc-
tober 22, which letter was formerly communicated to you.
In that, whale oil only was named; the other fish oils,
therefore, have continued to pay the old duties. In a con-
ference with Mons. de Villedeuil, the present Cémptrol-
ler General, since my return, I proposed the extending
the exemption 1o all fish oils, according to the letter of
the. Hanseatic treaty, which bad formed the basis of the
regulatjons respecting us. I think this will be agreed to.
The delays of office, first, the illness of M. de Ca-
- lonne, and lastly’ his removal, and the throng of busi-
_ness occasioned: by the Assemblée des Notables, have’
prevented the reducing the substance of the letter into -
the form of an arrét as yet, though I continued soliciting
it as much as circumstances would bear. I am now pro-
wised that it shall be done .immediately, and that it shall
be so far retrospective as to the date of the letter, as that
all duties paid since that shall be refunded. ’

Though we are too little cqnéerned in the proceedings
of the .Assemblée des Notables to render minute details
of them desirable to Congress; yet I suppese a general
view, now that the Assembly is closed and their measures
fixed, may be acceptable. L

The deficiency of the public.revenues, compared with
the public expenses, was become so considerable, that it
was evident some of the wheels of Government must
stop, unless they could be relieved. Continual borrow-
ings in time of profound peace could not be proposed;
and a new tax, under the same circumstances, might
crush.the Mipisier, unless he could procure a powerful
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support. He proposed, therefore, the calling an Assem-
blée des Notables; he proffered them a universal redress
of grievances, laid open those grievances fully, pointed
out sound remedies, and, covering lis canvass with ob-
jects of this magnitude, the'demand of money became a
little accessary, scarcely attracting attention. The per-
sons chosen were the'most 4ble and independent charac-

ters in the kingdom ; and their support, if: it could be ob-’

tained, would be enough for him. They improved the’
occasion of redressing their grievances, and agreed that
the public wants should be relieved, but went -into an
examination of the causes of them. It is supposed
Monsieur de Calonne was .conscious his accounts could
not bear examination ; and it is said and believed that he
asked of the King to send four members to the Bastile, (of
whom the Marquis de la Fayette was one,) to banish twen-
ty others; and two of his Ministers. ‘The King found'it
shorter to banish him. His successor went on in full con-
cert with the ‘Assembly. The result has been an aug-
mentation in the revenue ; a promise of economies in its
expenditure, of an annual settlement of the public ac-
counts before a council—which the Comptroller, having
been heretofore obliged to settle only with the King in
person, of course never settled at all; of the abolition
of the corvées; reformation of the gabelles; suppres-
sion of interior custom-houses; free commerce of grain,
internal and external; and the establishment of provin-
cial assemblies ; which, altogethér, constitute a vast mass
of improvement in the condition of this nation. The
establishment of provincial assemblies is a fundamental
improvement. They will be of the choice of the people,
one-third remewed. every year. In' those provinpes
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where there are no States, (that is to say, over about
_ three-fourths of the"kingdom,) they will be parily an ex-
ecutive themselves, partly an executive council to the In-
tendant, to whom the executive power, in his province,
.has been heretofore entirely delegated. Chosen by the
people, they will soften the execution of hard laws ; and
baving a right of representationr to the King, they will -
censure bad laws, suggest good ones, expose abuses ; and
their representations, when united, will command respect.
*To the other advantages may be added the precedent it-
sel{ of calling the Assembly of Notables, whié‘h may per-
‘baps grow into habit. The hope is, that the improve-
ments thus promised will be carried into effect—that they
will be maintained during the present reign ; and that will
be long enough for them to take some root in the consti-
-tution, so as they may become to be considered a part of
that, and be protected by time and the attachment of the
nation. The new accession of the Ministry is valued
here ;.good is hoped from the Archbishop of Toulouse,
who succeeds the Count de Vergennes as chef du Conseil
de Finance. M. de Villedeuil, the Comptroller General,
has been approved by the public in offices he has hereto-
fore exercised. 'The Duke de Nwernons, called to she
Council, is reckoped a good, an able man; and M. de
Malhasherbes, called to the Council, is unquestionably the
first character in the kingdom for integrity, patriotism,
knowledge, and experience in business. Thére is a fear
that the Mareschal de Castries is disposed to retire.
_The face of things in Europe is a little turbid at pre-
- sent ; but probably all will subside. The Empress of
-Russia, it is supposed, will not push her pretensions -
.aguinst the Turks to actual war, weighing the fondness
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of the _Empero'r' for innovation against his want of perse-

verance. It is difficult to calculate what he will do with

his discontented subjects in Brabant “and Flanders.  If

" those provinces alone were concerned, he would probe-

bly give back ; but this would induce an opposition to his

 plans in all his other dominions. Perhaps he may be able
_to find a compromise. The cause of the patriots in Hol-

land is a little clouded ‘at present. England and Prussia
seem disposed to interpose effectually. The former has
actually ordeted a fleet of six sail of the line northward-
ly, under Gore'; and the latter threatens to put his troops

- into'motion. The danger of ‘losing such a weight ia their

scale as that of Prussia, would occasion this Court to pre-
fer conciliation to war, Add to this the distress of their

‘finances, and perhaps not so warm a zeal in the mew
~ Ministry for the’ jnnovations in Holland, I hardly be-

lieve they will think it worth while to purchase the change
of constitution proposed there at the expense of a war ;
but of these things you will receive more particular and
more certain detalls from Mr. Dumas, to wbom they
belong.

Mr. Eden is appomted Ambassador from England to

" Madrid. To the hatred borne us by his Court and

country, is added a recollection of the circumstances of
the unsuccessful embassy to America of which he made a
part; so that I think he will carry to Madnd dnsposmons
to do us all the ill he can.

The late change in the Ministry is very ﬁ;v’orable to
the prospects of the Chevalier de la Luzerde; the Count

* de Montmorin, Monsieur de Mathasherbes, and Monsieur
" de Lamoignon, the G'arde de Sceaux, are his near rela-

tions ; probably something will be done for him without
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delay. The promise of the former administration " to
the Count de Moustier, to succeed to his vacancy, should
it take place, will probably be performed by the present
one. - T
Mr. Barclay has probably infofmed you of his having
been arrested in Bordeaux, for a debt contracted in the
way of his commerce; he immediately applied to the
" Parliament of that place, who ordered his discharge : this
" took place after five days’ actual imprisonment. I ar-
" rived at Bordeaux a few days after his liberation. As the
" Procureur General of the King had interested himself
to obtain it, with uncommon zeal, and that too on public
" principles, I thought it my duty to wait on him, and
" return him my thanks; I did the same to the President
" of the Parliament, for the body over which he presided ;
what would have been an insult in America, being an
“indispensable duty here. You will see, by the enclosed
printed paper, on what ground the Procureur insisted on
Mr. Barclay’s liberation ; those on which the Parliament
ordered it, are not expressed. On my arrival here, I
" spoke with the Minister on the subje . |[he observed,
* that the character of Consul is no protection in this
country against process for debt ; that, as to the character
- with which Mr. Barclay had been invested at the Court
of Moroceo, it was questionable whether it could be
placed on the diplomatic line, as it had not been derived
- immediately from Congress ; that, il it were, it would
* have covered him to Paris only, where he had received
" lis commission, had he proceeded directly thither; but
* that his long stay at Bordeaux must be considered as
termioating it there. | observed to him, that Mr. Bar-
" clay had been arrested almost immediately on his arrival
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at Bordeauz. But, said be, that arrest was made void
by the Parhament, and still he has continued there seve-
ral weeks True,'] replled but bis adversarles declared
they would arrest him, again, the moment he should be
out of the jurisdiction ‘of the Parliament of Bordeaux,
and have actually engaged the Marechaussée on the
road to do it. This seemed to impress him ; he said he
could obtain.a letter of sauf conduit, which WOuld pro-
tect him to Paris ; ; but that immediately on his arrival
 here, he would b liable to arrest. I asked him if such
‘a letter could not be obtained to protect him to Paris,
and back to Bordeaux, and even to .America? He
~ said that, for that, the consent of the greater part of his
credltors would be necessary ; and even with this, it was
very doqbtful whether it could be ebtained. Sill, if I
would- fumlsh hun with that _consent, he would do what
should depeud on him. I am persuaded he will, and
have written to Mr. Ba.rclay to obtain the consent of his
creditors. _This is_the footing on wluch thls matter
stands'at present. I have stated i it'thus particularly, that
you may know the truth, which will probably. be misre-
~ presented in. the Epgllsh papers, to the ‘prejudice of Mr.
Barclay - 'This matter has been a great affliction to him,
but no dlsbonor, where its true state is. known ; indeed,
he is mcapable of doing any thing not s;nclly honorable.
In a letter of August 30th, 1785, I had. the bonor of
.mentioning to you what had passed here on the subject
of a convention for the regulation of the two post offices.
" 1 now. enclose you 2 letter from the Baron d’Ogpy, who
is at the head of that departmant, which shows that he
still expects some arrangements. 1 have heard it spid
that M. de ‘Creveceeur i Js.authorized to treat on this syb-
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Jject; you doubtless know if this be true. The arficles
may certaioly be better adjusted there than here. This:
letter from the Baron d’Ogny was in consequence of anm .
application from a servant of miwe, during my absence ;.
which would not-have been made, had I been here, nor,
will it be: repeated ; it beiog my opinion and practice to -
pay small sums of money, rather than to ask favors, .

- I have the honor to enclose you, also, copies of a letter,
and papers from the Mareschal de Castries, on the claim -
of an individual against the State of South Carolina,. for
services performed on board the Indian, and the petition :
of another, on a like claim ; also, copies of letters received ,
from O’Bryen, at Algiers, and from Mr. Lamb. A let-.
ter of the 26th of May, from Mr. Montgomery, at Ali-.
cant, informs me that, by a vessel arrived at Carthagena,i -
from Algiers, they .learn the death of the Dey of that,
Republic; yet, as we hear nothing of it through any -
other- channel, it may be doubted. It escaped me, at
the time of my departure to Aix, to make arrangements,
for sending you the gazettes regularly by.the packets;.
the whole are now sent, though a great part of them are,
so old-as. not w0 be worth perusal. Your favor of - Apnl
24th has ‘been duly reeeived. S

4 - I“have the honor to be, &c., P
TH: JEFFERSON.

et @ @ Gtenae

" FROM JOHN LAMB TO THOMAS JEFFERSON.
AlicantBay, May 90, 1787.
| recewed your Excellency’s letter concerning the ci-
pher. . The vessel that I am in here is bound to America
VoL. m.—17
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and does not take pratique, and all gapers are so defaced
with vinegar, that it will be impossible to get the cipher
sound to bands where it is ordered; therefore I must de-
liver the same to Comgress, who can dispose of it at their
pleasure. ' [ am unhappy it is so cireumstaneed. | hope
by this time that your Excellency is fully persuaded of
the villany of that man D’Espilly, whom I have often
warned you'of before this. - His lettershave been 0o free-
ty handed to' your Excellency, and to Congress likewise,
for tbe benefit of our peace at Algiers; I most heartily
hope Congress will not be led to thask a man, who was
térned out of Algiers for -the most atracious crimes, and
soine say confined at present, and of which I doubt not the
trath, I your Excellency can come at the truth from
Madrid, 1.am of opinion that you will think as I doon
the subject.. Iadd, that we have not had a worst enesay
than the abevementioned D’Espilly. How far he de-
ctived Mr. Carmichael, whils« be was holding him up.to
our public view, I cannot pretend to say; but Mr. Car-
wmichael was not decsived in the man. He had.a desire
to baflle my effarts, whilst on my late missien, to make
room for a-more favorable plsn. 1 can give yeur Excel-
lency no news at present, but that the number of our
wretched people: in Algiers is reducéd by the plague.
Unhappy men, indeed! I have had a very disagreeable
winter, but am something recruited. I hope to be at
Congress by the beginning of August next. I am ex-
ceedingly sorry that Mr. Barclay missed me; be writes
me that he bad authority to settle my accounts.
: " 1 am, &,
- JOHN LAMB.
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FROM JOHN JAY TO THOMAS JEFFERSON.

. New York, Septersber- 8, 1787,
Dear Sﬂ;

I bad flagtered myself that Chevalier Jopes would .
haye been prepared to go in the Freach packet which is
to sail the day after to-morrow ; but certain circumstances
make it nécessary for him to. postpone his departure to
some fulure opportunity. It seems, also, that Mr. Jarvis,
who had given me notice of his intention of taking his
passage in the packet, finds it convenient to remain here
uatil the first of next month. )

On the 27th July last, I bad the honor of wmmg you
that further despatches on, subjects touched in your let-
tegs wohld be trapsmitted, and I flatter mysell that the
reasons which have hitherto delayed them will soam
cease. Your letters of the 4th.May antl 21st June have
since arrived, and been communicated to the President
of Congress, Sinee their arrival, a quorum of the States
has not been represented, so that, as yet, ‘they have not
been laid before Congress, and consequently have not
given occasion to any acts or isstructions. I read
them with pleasure, for, in my opinion, they do honor to
the writer. ;

You will find herewith enclosed an ast of Congress of
the 27th July, containing the instructions you requested,
respecting. the medals ; and alsp a copy of a_letter from
me to the President of Congress, covering one | had re-
ceived from the Govarnor of Rhode Island, respeeting
the seizure and condemnation of a vessel of that State at
Tobago. These papers speak for themselves, and there-
fore-do not requite explanation er comments. The en-
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closed lette’r for Mr. Pauly is from Gegeml Varnum on
that subject. '

The :convention will probably rise next week, and
their proceedings will probably cause net only. mach
consideration, but also mach discussion, debate, and -per-

haps  heat; for as docti indoctique soribimus, so docts . |

indoctique, disinterested patriots and interested- - politi-
cians, will sit in council ‘and in judgment, both within and -
without doors. There is nevertheless a degree of intel- -
ligence end information ia the mass of our people, which
affords much room, for hope that, by degrees, our affirs .
will ‘assume a more coasistent and pleasing aspect. For
my own part, I ‘have long found myself in an awkward
sitaation, seeing much to be doue, and enable to do very -
little. - All we-can do is to persevere ; if good results, our -
labor whl notbe in vain } if not, we shell. have done our -
duty ; and that reflestion is valuable.

With the best wishes for your health ‘and happiness,
and with very sincere esteem and regard, '

Tam, with grelt respect, &c.,

JOHN JAY.

B @ Btenes .
Report of John Jay to Congress.

Office for Foreign Affairs,
October 12, 1787.

The Secretary of the Umted States for the Depnrtment
of Foreign Affairs, to whom was referred a letter of
Rlst Jane last, from Mr. Jefferson, respecting the ar-
rest of- the American Consul in France, the proposed
Post Office Convention, and the claims of certain in- -
dividuals against South Carolina, reports:

Th#- his report of the Rih- September last, on tise -
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_petition of Messrs. Frencli and Nephew, at whose - suit
the Consul was arrested, expresses the opipion of your
Secretary on the legality of that arrest; and "he' still
.thinks that no Consuls should be exempt from .suits and
arrests for their own proper debts.

But {as the -arrest and imprisonment-of an American
Consul General is a circumstance which must hurt the
feelings of the United States, and in some degree wound
.their dignity, it may be proper to inquire what measures
it would be proper to take on this occasion.

. He thinks it would be advisable to pass the resolution
recommended in the abovementioned reports, declaring
that all American Consuls in foreign parts, and all foreign
Consuls here, are liable to arrests, &c. _

That your Secretary should, in an informal manner,
intimate to the Consul General in question, that his ar-
rest and imprisonment have given Congress much con-
cern, both on his account, and that of ‘the United States.
That they wish he would endeavor so to settle with his
ereditors, as that lie may return to France early in the
.spring, without any risk of the like treatment in ‘future.
‘That, altheugh his character and services will always in-
duce Congress to regret every circumstancé that may
bt either his feeliogs or his fortune, yet that the respect
dae to the digoity of the United States has also strong
claims to their attentior and care.

Your Secretary thioks it is his  duty to inform Con-
gress, that, as well from the opinion .of Mr. Jefferson, as
Jfrom other circumstances, he has reason to believe-that -
the conduct of the Consul, respecting - his creditors, has
not merited the harsh treatment he has received: from
them. o ' o
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Asto the proposed Post Office Convention; your Se-
cretary refers to his reports of the 21st of February and
~29th March, 1786, which are now before Congress.
As to the claims of certain individuals against the
State of South Carolina, your Secretary thinks that "an
extract from -Mr. Jefferson’s letter on that subject, to-
-gether with copies of the papers which he enclosed rela-
tive to it, should be transmitted to ‘the State of South
‘Carolina, in order that such measures may thereupon be
taken, as the good faith of that State, and the justice
due to the individuals in question, may appear to dic-
‘ate, o v
- All which is submitted to the wisdom of Congress.
- "JOHN JAY.
—oe ‘
FROM PHOMAS JEFFERSON TO JOHN ADAMS.
B ' Paris, July 1, 1787.
Sir,’ : C
"1 returned about three weeks ago froma very useless
voyage ; useless, I mean, as to the object which first sug-
gosted it—that of trying the effect of the mineral waters
of Aix, in Provence, on wy hand. I tried these, because
yecommended among six or eight others as equally bene-
ficial, and because  they would:place me at the begm-
ning of a tour to the seaports of Marseilles, Bordeaux,
Nantes, and L’Orient, which I had long meditated, in
hopes that a knowledge of the places and persons con-
cerned in our commerce, and the information to be got
from them, might enable me sometimes to be useful. I
had expected to satisfy myself at Marseilles of the causes
of the difference of quality between the rice of Carolina
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and that of Piedmont, which is brought'in quantities to
Marseilles. Not being able to do it, I made an excursion
of three weeks into the rice country beyond the Alpw,
going through it. from Urcelli to Pavia, about sixtees
miles. ‘1 found the difference to be, not in the manage-
ment, us had beem supposed both bere and in Caro-
fina, but in the species of rice; and I hope to enable them
in-Carelina to begin the cultivation of the Piedmaat ride,
and carry it on hand in hand with their own, that they
may supply both qualities, which is absolutely necessary
at this market. 1 bad befére endeawored to lead the
depbe of vice from Cowes to Hanfleur, and hope to gep
it recsived there on such terms es may draw that branch
of commerce from England to this covatry. It is an obe
jeot of two bundsed and fifty thousand guiness a yeer.
While passing through the towns of Turis, Milan, aetl
Genoa, I satisfied: myself .of the practioability of intre-
ducing our whale oil for their consumptjon, and suppase
it would be equelly so in the other great cities of shat
country. I was sorry that I was not autborized to set the
matter on foot. The merchants. with wham I chose to
ask conferences, met me freely, snd communicated felly;
knowing I was in a public charecter. I could, howevey,
enly prepare a disposition to meet our cil merchants. On
the article of tobacco, I was more in possession of my
ground, and put matters into a- train for inducing thew
Gowersment to draw their tobaccoes directly from the
United States, and-aot, as heretofore, from Great Britain.
I. am now occupied with .the new Mioistry here, to pus
the concluding hand to the new regulations for our com-
merce with this country, announced in the letter of Mot-
sieur de Calenne, which I sent you last Gll. Iamiu
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Hopes, in addition to those, to obtaim a suppression of the
duties on tar, pitch, and turpentine, and an extension of
the privileges of American whale oil to their fish oils in
general. I find that the quantity-of codfish oil brought
to-L’Orient s considerable. - This being got off hand,
{which will be in a few days,) the chicaneries and vexa-
ions of the Farmers on the article of tabscco, and theit
" etusions of the order of Bemi, called for the next atten-
vion. I.have reasons to hope good dispositions ‘in the
pew Ministry towards our commerce with this country.
Besides endeavoning, en all eccasions, to immhiply the
points of contect and conuexion with this covatry, which
"1 ‘comsider as our surest mminstay under every eveot, i
hve had. it mueb at heart to remove from between us
@very subject of misunderstanding: or. imitation. Ous
debts to the King, to the officers, and ihe: Farmers,
are of this descripten. . The haviog complied with
mo ‘part’ of our engagements in these, draws on us
¥ great - deal.‘of censure, and -occasioned a labguags
i the Assemblée. des Notables very likely to pro-
duce dissatisfaction between us. Dumas being om the
spot in Holland, I had asked of him some time ago, in
confidence, his opinion of the practicability of- wansfer-
ring these debts from France to Holland, and communi-
"eated his amswer to Congress, pressing them to get you
to go over to Holland; and try to effoct this business.
Ybur knowledge of the-gronnd,. and former suceesses,
oecasioned me to take the liberty without comsulting you,
%ecause I was sure you would not weigh your persomal
tsouble against public goed. -I have had no answer from
Congress ; but, hearing of your jourmey to Holasd, have
hoped that some mnosey operation had led you these. If
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it related to the debts of this country, I would ask a com-
munication of what you think yourself at liberty to com-
municate, as it might change the form of my answers to
the eternal applications I receive. The debt to the offi-
cers-of France carries an_interest of about two thousand
guineas, so we may suppose its principal is between thirty
and forty thousand. This makes more moise agginst us
than all our other debts put together.

. I send you the arréts which begin the reformation here,
and some other publications respecting America ; toge-
ther with copies of letters received from O’Brycn and
Lamb. It is believed that a paval armament has been
ordered at Brest, in correspondence with that of Eng-
land. We know certainly that orders are given to form
a camp ip the neighborhood of Brabant, and.that Count
Rochambeau has the command of it. lis amouat, I
cannot assert; report says fifteen thousand men. This
will derapge the plans of econpmy. I take the liberty of
putting under your cover a letter for Mrs. Kinloch, of
South Caroling, with a packet ; and-will trouble you to _
inqguire for her, and have them delivered. The packet is
of great consequence, and therefore referred to her care,
as she will know the safe-opportunities of conveying it.
Should you not. be able to find her, and cap forward the
packet to its address by any safe conveyauce, I will beg
you to de it. . '
o I bave the honor to be, &ec., _

e . TH: JEFFERSON.
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FROM THORAS JEFFERSON TO THOMAS BARCLAY. .

Pa.ris, August 3, 1787.
Sir, .
I am now to acknowledge the receipt of your several
favors of June the 28th, and July the 6th and 8th.
1'am of opinion that the affair of Grand and Roland
" in Holland had better be committed to M. Dumas, in
‘Holland, as lawsuits must always be attended to by some
person on the spot. For the same reason, I think that of
‘La Vayse and Puchelberg should be managed by the agent
at L'Orient, and 'Gruel’s by the agent at Nantes. -1 shall
always be ready to assist the agents at L’Ogient and
Nantes, in any way in my power; but were the details to
be left to me, they would languish necessarily, on account
of my distance from the place; and perhaps suffer too, for
‘want of verbal consultations with the lawyers intrusted
with them. You are now with Congress; and can tuke
their orders on the subject. Ishall, therefore, do nothing
_in these matters, in reliance that you will put them in
‘such channel as they direct, furnishing the necessary doc-
uments and explanations.
I N - *
With respect to French’s affair, being perfeetly satis-
fied myself, I have fot ceased, nor shall I cease, endea-
voring to satisfy others, that your conduct hes been
that of an honest and honorable debter, and theirs. the
counterpart of Shylock in the play. I enclose you a
letter, containing my testimony on your general conduet,
which I have written to relieve a debt of justice pressing
on my mind, well knowing, at the same time, you will
not stand in need of it in America. Your conduct is too
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well known to Congress, your character to all the world
to need any testimonials.

" The moment 1 close my despatches for the packet,
which will be the 9th instant, 1 shall, with great plea-
sure, go to pay my respects to Mrs. Barclay, at St.
Germain’s, to satisfy her on the subject of your transac-
tions, and to assure her that my resources shell be hers,
as long as I have any. A multitude of letters to write
prevents my entering into the field of publnc news, fur-
ther than to observe, that it is- extremely doubtful
whether the affairs of Holland will, or witl not, produce
a war between France on one side, nnd England and
Prussm on the other.

" T'beg you to accept assurances of the sincere esteem
and respect with which )

' ‘T have the honor to be &e.,
TH: JEFFERSON.

et ® @ Ohmes

FROM THOMAS JEFFRRSON TO JOHN JAY.

Paris, August 6, 1787

Sir, - ‘
The last letter I had the honor of addressing you was
dated June R1st. I have now that of enclesing youa
letter from the Swedish Ambassador, praying that inqui-
ry may be made for a vessel of his nation piretically car-
ried off, and measures taken relative to the vessel, cargo,
and crew ; also, a letter from William Russell and others,
citizens of America, concerned in trade to ‘the island of
Guadaloupe, addressed to the Mareschal de Castries, and
complaining of the shutting to theni the port of Point-d-
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Petre, and receiving- them .only at Basseterre.  This
was enclosed to me by the subsgribers, to be delivered to
_the. Mareschal de Castries; but the present is- not the
_moment to move in that business ;- and, moreover, I sup-
_pose that wherever parties are within tbe reach of Con-
.gress, they should apply to them, and my instructions
_come through that channel. Matters arising within the
.kingdom of" France, to which my commission is limited,
-and not admitting time to take the orders of Congress,
I suppose I.may move in origmally.- I also enclose you
a copy of a letter from Mr. Barclay, closing his proceed-
ings in our affairs with Morocco. Before this reaches
you, he will have had the honor of presenting himself to
yeu in person.  Afier his departure, the Parliament of
Bordeaux decided that he was liable to arrest. This
was done og a letter from -the" Minister, informing them
that , Mr. Barclay was vested with no character which
privileged him from arrest; his constant character of
Consul was no protectien ;--and they did not explain
whether his eharacter to Morocco was not originally dip-
lomatic or had expired. -Mr. Barclay’s proceediogs under
this commission being now enclosed, it would be incum-
bent on me to declare, with respect to them, as well as
.his coasular tfansaetions, my opinion of the judgment,
.zeal, and disinterestedpess with which he has conducted
‘himsel(; were it not that Congress has been so possessed
of those transactions from.tans to time, as to judge for
themselves. Icannot byt be ugeasy lest my delay of en-
taving on the subject of the Cousular Convention may be
disapproved ; my hope was, and is, that. more practicable
terms might be obtained ; in this heope, I do nothiag tl
further ordess, operving by .an extract from. the jour-
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nals you were pleesed to send me, that Congress have re-
ferred the marter to your consideration, and conscious that
we are not suffering in the mean time, as we have not a
single-Consul in France since the departure of Mr. Bar-
clay. 1 memioned to you in my last the revival of .the
hopes of: the Chevalier-de la Liazerne. I thought it my
duty to remind the Count de Montmorin; the other day,
of the long- absence of their Mimister- from Congress ;-
he told me the Chevalier de la Luzerne would not be
sent back, bot that we might rely that-in the month of Oc- -
tober a person would be sent, with whom we should be
content ; he did not name the person; though' there is nox
doubt that it is the Count de Moustier. It is an dppommt-
meht . which, aceording to 'the opinion I have formed “of
him, bids as fair to give content as any one which could be ’
made. - - '

- I also-mentiened in iny last letter ‘that'1 had proposed :
the reducing the substance of M. de Galonne’s letterinto -
the form’ of ap -arrét, with -some alterations, which, -on -
consultation with the merchants” at the different ports 1
visited, | had fouird to be nécéssary. - I received soon af-
ter a-letter frem the Comptroller General, mforming me
that the letter of Monsieur de Calonne was in a course-
of execution. Of this, I enclose you a copy. I was in that
moment-enclosing to him my general observations on that’
letter, a copy of which is also enclosed ; in this, I stated

“all the alterations T wished to have made. It became ex-
pedient soon after to bring on the article of tobacco, first:
to know whether tlie ¥armers had executed the orders of
Beroi, and also to prepire some arrangements to succeed ’
the expiration of this order ; 'so that -1 am new pursning’
the whole subjéct of our ¢ommerce. 1st. To have 'né-’



270 THOMAS JEFFIRSONJOHN JAY.

cessary amendments made in M. de Caloone’s letter ; 2d.

Ta put it into a more stable form ; 3d; To bave full pxecu--
tion of the order of Bemi ; 4th. To provide arrapgements
for the article of tobacco, after that ordex shall be ex-

pired. By the copy.of my letter on the twe . last points,

you will perceive that I again press the attention of the

farm of this anicle ; the ctnferences on.that subject give
no hape of effecting that ; some poor palliative is proba-

bly all we shall obtain. The Marquis dela Fayette goes
haad in .band with me in all these transactions, and is an

invalyable auxiliary to me, I hope it will not be imput-

ed either to partiality or affectation, my naming this gea-.
tlewan so often in my despmtches ; were.I notto de it, it
would be a snppression of truth, and as taking to mysell
the whole merit, where he has the greatest share.

The Emperor, on his return to Vienna, discovered
the conoessions of his Gevernors General to his subjeots
of Brabant ; he,at the same time, proposed their sanding
deputies t@ him, to consult on their affairs; they refused
in the first moment, but afterwards nominated deputies,
without giving them any .power, howeyer, to concede
any-thing ; in the mean tirge, they are arming and training
themselves. Probably the Emperor will avail himeself of
the aid of these deputies to tread-buck hissteps ; he will
be the more prompt to do this, that he may be in readi-
ness to act freely, if he fiads occasion, in the new scengs
preparing in Holland ; what these will be,. cannot be
foreseen. You well know that the origimal pamy divi-
sions of that couptry  were into Stadtholderians, aristo-
crats, and democrats ; there was 3 subdivisian.of the aris
. tocrats into violest and -moderate, which was important ;
the violgnt aristocrats would bave wished o preserve ajl
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the powers -of government in the bands of the regents,
apd, that these should remain self-elective ; but,choosing
to receive a modification of these powers from the Sig_dt-
holder rather than from the people, they threw them-
selves-into his scale. The moderate aristocrats would
have consented to a temperate mixture of democracy,
and . particularly that the regents should be elected by
the. people; they were the declared enemies of the
- Stadtholder, and acted in cencert with the democrats,,
forming, with them, what were called the patriots. It is
the opinion of dispassionate people on the spot: that
their views mxght have been effected, but the democratic_
party aimed at more ; they talked of establishing tribunes
of the people, of ananual accounts,  of depriving the ma-
gistrates at the will of the people, &c., of enforcing all
this with the arms in the hands of the corps francs, and
in seme - places, as at Heusden,. Sprang, &c., began the.
execution of these projects; the moderate aristocrats
found it difficult to strain their principles to this pitch, a
schism took place between them and the democrats, and
the former have for some time been dropping off from
the laster into the gcale of the Stadthelder. This is the
fatal coalition which governs without obstacle in Zealand,
Friesland, and Guelderland, which constitute the States
of Utrecht and Awersfort, and, with their. aid, the plu-
rality in the States General. The States of Holland,
Groningea, and Qveryssel, vate, as yet, in the opposition ;
but the coalition. gains ground in the States of Holland,
and has heen prevalent in the Council of Amsterdam.
K iw progress be not stopped by a little moderation in
the democrass, it will-tyrn the scale decidedly in favor of
the Seadtholder, ia the evept of their being left to them-
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selves, without foreign interference. Ifforeign powers:
interfére, their prospect does not brighten. I see no sure
friends to the patriots, but France; while Prussia and
England are their assured enemies. - Nor is it probable
that characters so greedy, so enterprising, as the Empe-
ror and Empress, will be idle during such a struggle;
their views hrave long shown which side they would take.
That France has engaged to interfere and support’ the-
- patriots, is beyond doubt. ‘This engagement was enter--
ed into during the life of the late King of Prussia, whose
eye was principally directed on the ‘Emperor, ind whose
dispositions towards tlie Prince of Orange would have
permitted hiim to be clipped- a fittle close; but the pres-
. ent King comes in with warmer dispoSitions towards the
Princess, his sister. 'He bas shown decidedly that bie will
" support "her, ‘even to the destruction of the balance of
Europe, and the disturbance of its peace. The. King of
England has equally decided to support that house, at
the risk of plunging his nation into another war. He
supplies the Prince with money. At this-moment 2 par-
ticular remittance of one hundred and twenty ‘thousand
guineas is known of, but his Ministry is divided. Pitcis
against the King’s opinion, the Duke of Richmond and
the rest of the Ministers for it; or at least such is the be-
lief here. Mr. Adams will have informed you more
certainly. This division in the English Ministry, with
the ill condition of their finances for'the war, produces a
disposition, even in the King, to try first every pacific
measure ; and that country and this were laboring joimt-
ly 10 stop the course of hostilivies in Holland, to endeavor
to effect an accommodation, and wére scareely exeeuting
at all the armaments ordered in their ports, when; sl of a
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sudden, an inflammatory letter, written by the Princess of
Orange to the King of Prussia, induces him,- without
consulting England, without consulting even his own
Council, to issue orders by hinself, to his generals, to
march twenty thousand men to revenge the.insult sup--
posed to be offered to his sister. With a pride and ego-
tism planted in the heart of ‘every King, he considers her
being stopped in the road as a sufficient cause to sacri-
fice a hundred or two thousand. of his own subjects, and
as many of his enemies, and to spread fire, sword, and
desolation over the half of Europe. This hasty measure
has embarrassed England ; undesirous of wer, if it can
be avoided, yet uawilling to separate from the power who
is to render its success probable.  Siill you may be as-
sured that that Court is going on in coneurrence with this,:
to prevent extremities, if possible ; always understood that
if the war canmot be prevented, they. will enter into it as
parties, and in opposition to one another. ~ This eveat is,
in my opinion, to be deprecated by the friends of France.
She never was equal to such a war by land, ard such a
one by sea; and less so now, than in any moment of the
present reign. You remember that the nation was in a
delirium of joy on the convocation of the Notables, and
on the various-reformations agreed on between them and
the Government. The picture- of the distress of their
finances was indeed frightful, but the intentions to re-
duce them to order seemed serious. The counstitutional’
reformations have gone on well, but those of expenses
make little progress; some of the most obviously useless
have indeed been lopped off, bat the remainder is a heavy
mass, difficult to be reduced. Despair has seized every

wind, and they have passed from an extfeme of joy to one
Vou. 1m1.—18
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of discontent. The - Parliament, therefore, oppose the
registering any new tax, and insist on an assembly of the
States General. '

The object of this is to limit the expenses, and dictate
a constitution. The edict for the stamp tax has been the
subject of reiterated orders anrd refusals to register ; as
Jength; the King has summoned the Parliament to Ver-
sailles, to hold. a bed of justice, in which he will order
them in person to register the edict. At the moment of
my writing, they are gone to Versailles for this purpose ;
there will yet remain to them to -protest against the re-
gister as forced, and to issue orders against its execution,
on pain of death ;' but as the King would have no peace-
able oppositior left, it remains to be seen whether they
will push the matter to this extremity. It is evident, I
think, that the spirit of this country is advancing towards
a revolution in their constitution ; there are not wanting
persons at the helm, friends to the progress of this spirit ;
the provincial -assemblies will be the most probable in-
strument of effecting it. Since writing thus far, I have
received an. intimation that it will be agreeable ‘ot to
- press our - commercial regulations at this moment, the
Ministry being too much occupied with the difficulties
surrounding them to spare a moment on' any subject
which will admit of delay ; our 'business must, therefore,
be suspended for a while ; to press it out of season, would
be to defeat it. It would be felt as a vital benefit here,
could we relieve their finances, by paying what we-owe.
Congress will judge, by Mr. Adams’s letters, how far
the transferring all our debts in this country to Holland,
is practicable, or the replenishing their treasury with
our principal and interest. I .should not be afraid to
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ask concessions in faver of our West India trade; it
would produce-a great change of opinion 2s to us aud
our affairs.  In the Assemblée des Notables hard things
were said of us; they weré induced, however, in commit~
ting us to writing, to smother, their ideasa little. . In theig
votes, now gone to be printed, our debt is described in
these werds : ¢ The twenty-first article in the' account
of receipts, consisting of the interest of the debt due to his
Majesty from the United States, cannot be taken into
consideration, except it is for the sake of reference;
although that debt seems to be well secured, it may,
nevertheless, be a great while before it can be collected,
principal as well as interest; and it cannot, consequently,
enter into the calculation of the current annual receipts.
That article amounts to 1,600,000 livres.” Above all
things, it is desirable to hush the foreign officers by pay-
ment; their wants; the nature of their services, their
access to high characters, and connexions with “them,
bespeak the reasons for this. T hear, also, that Mr.
Beaumarchais means to make himself heard, if a memo-.
rial, which he sends by an agent in the present packet, is
not attended to as he thinks it ought to be. He called
on me with it, and desired me to recommend his case to
a decision, and to note in my despatch that it was the
first time he had spoken to me on the subject: this is
true, it being the first time I ever saw hxm but my re-
commendations would be as’ misplaced as unnecessary.

I assured him Congress would do in that business what
justice should require, and their means enable them to.
The information sent me by Mr. Montgomery from Ali- -
cant, of the death of the Dey of Algiers, was not true;
T had expressed my doubt of it.in my last, when T com- -
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Description of the Captam

Captam Adolph Frederick Dablberg was born in the
¢ity of Calmar, in Sweden; he is of a middling stature,
gather small than large, his person short and thick ; he has
black eyes, dark complexion, and black hair.

Desmptwn of the Swedish ship or galeasse Marie
Elizabeth. ‘

. ‘The ship is built of oak and pine, lwenty-two lasts, or
about forty-four English tons burden, built and rigged as
a galeasse or hocre galessse. When she left Calmar, she
-had.streaks painted black all around the ship ; there wasa
small figure of a woman painted on the stern, and under
that. figure was written the name of the ship, Morie
-Elizabeth ; and there was a break, which contracted a
fittle the dimensions of the hold. :
The owner of the ship is Baron de. Roxendorft.

———0 @ O
MEMOBIAL.

T the Mareschal Jc C’astn'cé, Minister and Sccrdary
of State for the Department of the Navy.

The owners and captains of spveral ships belonging to
the United States of America, alligs of his most Chris-
sien Majesty, and actually moored in the road of Paint-&-
Petre, humbly petition, saying that there has been com-
municated tothem a decree of the King, ordering that
the port of Point-d-Petre should be shut to them, and

that the road of Basseterre is exobusiveJy open toreceive
them.
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The petitioners take the liberty to represent, in the
most humble manaer, to your Excelleacy, that such a re
volution in the American commerce of these parts will
be a fatal one to the continent, as well as to the colany
of Guadaloupe, and that the Americaas will be obliged to
compare it to almost a total prohibitian.

Being entirely conviaced of the ardent desire of your
Excellency to encourage the commerce .of the colonies
confided to your Ministry, and being assured of the be-
nevolence which characterizes your actions, the peti-
tioners (in hopes of obtammg their request) take the
liberty of addressing themselves to you, in order that
you should place before his most Christian Majesty the
inconveniences, without number, which the execution of
‘his order will occasion. The dangers to which their ships
will be exposed i the road of Basseterre during the hur-
ricane months—a coatinual swell of the sea—unavoidable
delays in the expeditions—their boats dashed to pieces
on their debarking, as well as embarking—a great many
expenses to which their commercial operations will be
subjected by the situation of that road, and which the
little value of their cargoes will be unable to pay—all
this isonly a feeble sketch of their situation. As the
sale of their cargoes cannot be as advantageous at Basse-
terre as itis at. Point-d-Petre, a less number of ships
will go there;-and their return cargoes, consisting of rum
and syrup, which are more abundant at the Grandeterre
and its neighborhood, the petitioners would have the great
advantage of transporting, in one day, and in their own
boats, the necessary articles for those cargoes ; instead of
this, they will be compelled to freight vessels for the
transportation of their cargoes-to Basseterre. By this
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expensive manner of loading, their profits are considera
bly diminished, and they see themselves subjected still to
a certain loss, by the leakage of the rum and symp,
during their transportation to Basseterre.

The situation of Point-a-Petre offers them great ad-
vantages : the navigation of the Salt river, the beautiful
surrounding sea, the facility with which they transport
their goods amongst the planters, and tht exactness of
the payments. ‘The inhabitants, by that means, receive
the necessary articles at a lower price. Should they be
compelled to go to Busseterre for‘the purpose of pur-
chasing them, and at the same time be compelled to
transport there their produce in payment, their rum and
syrup will be lessened in value, and the goods purchased
will increase in price for the plauter; whilst, at the same
time, the freight and other expenses of transportation will
enhance the price of the produce to the petitioners. -

They address themselves to the humanity and to the
benevolenee of your Excellency, entreating you to repre-
sent to his Majesty the grievous and embarrassing situa-
tion in which they find themselves. The interest of the
planters being intimately connected with theirs, they hope
that his Majesty will, on your representation, deliver
them from that unfortunate position ; that he will conde-
scend to annul his decree; and that he will order that the
commerce of the United States of America shall be car-
ried on, as heretofore, with the port of Point-d-Petre anly.
The petitioners fldtter themselves that you will receive
favorably their supplications.

Your mediation, in a cause so especially comnected
with ‘the industry and prosperity of the petitioners, as
well as that of the colony of Guadaloupe, will make
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them forever grateful, and their prayers for the prosperity
of your Highness shall be -addressed to Heaven with
fervor. It is the only proof they can give of the respect
and of the veneration they have for you.
Poist-3-Petre, Island of Guadaloupe, May 3, 1787.
(Signed) Joseph Sevein, Daniel Wookey, James
Jones, Nathl. Saunders, Wm. Wyles,
Nicb. Stilwell, Isaac Tubbs, John Mar-
shall, Thomas Webb, Jona. Mason, Jno.
Peabody, Paul Vast, Peter Le Breton,
Farten Moore, Wm. Russel, Nath. Wit-
more, Pheenix Frazier, Joseph Wells,
Benj. Shillaber, Rich. Tappan.

s 1. Ll

FROM THOMAS BARCLAY TO JOHN ADAMS AND THOMAS

JEFFERSON. ‘

L’Orient, July 13, 1787.
-Gentlemen, ° N

* 1 do myself the honor to enclose’ you two books, of
eighty-two pages, containing all my accounts respecting
my mission to Morocco ; by which you will see that the
amount of the expenses attending the negotiation, includ-
ing the presents, and all the travelling charges of Mr.
Franks and myself, amount to 95,179%v. 10sous, which
sum I shall place to the debit of the United- States.
The particulars of the purchases made, and of the ap-
propriation of all the presents, together with an account
of the articles remaining on hand, make a part of these
accounts ; ‘and I do not know that any thing whatever is
Jeft unexplained; when I have told you that my reason
for leaving the lawns and cambrics in the hands of Mr.
Champion, of this place, for sale, was, because the Far-
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mers General would not permit me to carry them out of
the town by land. Mr. Champion died, suddenly, in
April last, and at present nothing is done or can be done
in his affuirs, which are all sealed up by the judges, and
are likely to remain so some time. , I shall direct the ac-
count of the goods to be lodged in the hands of Mr.
Loreithe here, in order that be may claim them.

I annex an. account of bills drawn on Mr. Adams,
amounting to £4,645 sterling, £100 of which, in favor of
M. Grand, he writes to me, was never sent forward for
acceptance ; in which case, I have promised to accouat
with him for it; and then the amount will be £4,545
sterling, which, supposing the exchange to be on an-av-
erage 24liv. the pound sterling, clear of negotiating fees
in Paris, the sum will be, in livres, 109,080 ; so that, upon
.this account, I shall remain indebted to the United States
(until I make a settlement with them, and until I know
what I am to chafge for my voyage) 13,901liv. 10sous.
1 have also some suspicion that I must have drawn a bill
not included in this account, but I am not certain, as most
of my. papers are at St. Germain’s. Mr. Adams will be
so kind as to procure from the banker who paid.the drafis
an account of the particulars, and transmit it to me, under
cover to Mr. Jay, at New York ; assuring himself that a
final settlement shall be made, to the entire satisfaction. of
Congress, and that of you, gentlemen.

The necessity I am under of hastening out to America
should mot have prevented my waiting on Mr. Adams in
London; for his commands, had not Mr. Jefferson given
- me a full dispensation on. that head, and, therefore, [
know Mr. Adams will excuse me.

Before I take: leave, permit me to thank you both for
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the many marks of esteem and attention with which yoﬁ
have honored me, and to request most earnestly a con-
tinuance of that regard, which I sincerely assure.you xs
very precious to, gentlemen,

Your most, &c.,

THOS. BARCLAY.

P. S. The precise exchange of the bills cannot be ad-
justed, until I receive M. Grand’s accounts.

1785 Sept. 27 No.
“ [ 28 [

(13 o« “« &

“ Qct. 22 «
¢“ Nov. 3 «

« 3 [T 14
{4 {3 €« [{4
(1] “ Q3 ¢«

“  Dec. 1 «

{3 <« 2 [14

3 3 7 ¢

“« [13

1786 Jan. 15 «
“ “

¢“ Feb. 24 A
« Aprill
113 May 26 13
¢ June 13 ¢
(3 13
‘“ ’]%:cg 1; [{3
1787 Feb. 10 «

[{3 3 " [
[ “@ “© ' ¢

[ April 3 [

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

Faver.

M. Grand
M. Darcel

- M. Grand

do.
do.

Druilhet & Co.
Lynch & Bellew
Mrs. Barclay
Lynch & Bellew
Druilhet & Co.

. Fraucis Picquerez

Wmn. Fred. Ast
Mrs. Barclay
Lynch & Bellew .

. From.
1207

100
* 100

200

100

}00

00 .

200 rPans.
200

200

100

200

200

200

100 Bayonne.
250 Madrid. .
300 Cadiz.
100 Mogadore.
. 750 Daralbeyda.
400- Madrid.
150 Alicant.
50 do.
*100 do.
325 Barcelona

£4,645 Sterliug.

. Probably this bill was for only £50.
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FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON TO GEORGE WASHINGTON.

Paris, Angust 14, 1787.
Sir, .

I was happy to-find, by the letter of August 1st, 1786,
which you did me the honor to write to me, that the
. modern dress for your statue would meet your approba-
tion. I found it strongly the sentiment of West, Copley,
Trumbull, and Brown, in London ; afier which, it would
be ridiculous to-add that it was my own. I think a
modern in an antique dress as just an object of ridicule as
a Hercules or Marius with a periwig and chapeau-bras.

I remember having written to you, while Congress
sat at Annapolis, on the - water- communication between
ours and the western country, and to have mentioned,
particularly, the information .1 had received of the plain
face of the country between the sources of Big Beaver
and Cuyahoga, which made me hope that a canal, of no
great expense, might unite the navigation of Lake Erie
and the Ohio. You must since have had occasion of
getting better information on this subject; and if you
have, you will oblige me by a communication of it. I
consider this canal, if pracucable, as a very important
work.

T remain in hopes of great and good effects from the
decision of the assembly over which you are presiding.
To make our States one as to all foreign concerns, pre-
serve them several as to all merely domestic, to give to
the federal head some peaceable mode of enforcing its
just authority, to organize that head into legislative,
executive, and judiciary departments, are great desiderata
in our federal constitution. Yet, with all its defects, and
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with all those of our particular Governments, the incon-
veniences resulting from them are so light, in comparison
~with those existing in every other Government on earth,
that our citizens may .certainly be considered as in the
happiest political sitpation which exists.

The Assemblée des Notables has been productive of
much good in this country. The reformation .of some
of the most oppressive laws has taken place. The allot-
ment of the State into subordinate governments, the ad-
ministration of which is committed to persons chosen by
the. people, will work, ip time, a very beneficial change
in their eonstitution. The expense of the trappings of
monarchy, too, is lighteping. Many of the useless offi-
cers, high and low, of the King, Queen, and Princes, are
struck off. Netwithstanding all this, the .discovery of
the abominable abuses of the public mosey by the late
Comptroller General, some new expemses of the Court
not of a piece with the projects of reformation, and the
imposition of new taxes, bave, in the course of a few
weeks, raised a spirit of discontent in this mation, so
great and so general, as to threaten serious eonsequences.
The Parliaments in general, and particularly that of
Paris, put themselves at the head of this effervescence,
snd direct its object -to the calling the Siates General,
who have not been assembled since 1614. The object
is to fix a constitution, and to limit expenses. The Kiag
has been obliged to hold a bed of justice, to enforce the
registering the new taxes ; the Parliament, on ‘their side,
purpose to issue a -prohihition against their execution.
Very probably this may bring on their exile. The mild
and patriotic character of the new Mnmstry is the prin-
cipal dependance against this extremity. -
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The turn which the affuirs of Europe will take, is not
yet decided.

T R I T T T
" A war, wherein France, Holland, and England should
be parties, seems prima- facie to promise inuch advan-
tage to us. - But, in the first place, no war can be safe
for us, which threatens France with an unfavorable issue.
And, in the next, it will probably embark us again into
the ocean of speculation ; engage us to overtrade our-
selves; convert us into sea-rovers, under French and
Dutch calors; divert us from agriculture,” which is our
wisest pursuit, because it will, in the end, contribute
most to real wealth, good -morals, and happiness. The
wealth acquired by speculation and plunder is fugacious
in its nature, and fills society with the spirit of gambling.
The - moderate and sure income of husbandry begets
permanent improvement, quiet life, and orderly conduct,
both public and private. We have no occasion for more*
commerce than to take off our superfluous produce, and
the people complain that some restrictions prevent this ;
yet, the price of articles with us, in general, shows the
contrary. Tobacco, indeed, is low, not because.we can-
not carry it where we please, but because we make
more than the consumption requires. Upon the whole,
I think peace advantageous to us, necessary for Europe,
" and desirable for humanity. A-.few days will decide,
probably, whether all these considerations are to give
way to the bad passions of Kings; and those who would
be Kings. I have the honor to be, &e.,

TH : JEFFERSON.

P. S. August 15th. The Parliament is exiled to

Troyes, this morning. T
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FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON TO JOHN JAY.

: - Paris, August 15, 1787.
Sir, . :
An American gentleman leaving Paris this afternoon,

to go by the way of L’Orient to Boston, furnishes me

the rare occasion of a conveyance, other than the packet,

sure and quick. My letter by the packet informed you

of the bed of justice for ensegistering the stamp tax and

land tax. The Parliament, on their return, came ‘to an

arrété, (a resolution,) which, besides protesting against
the enregistering, as done by force, laid the foundation

for an arrét de defence (an act) against the execution of
the two new laws. The question on the final arrét was

adjourned to the day before yesterday. It is believed

that they did not conclude on this arrét, as it has not ap-

peared: However, there was a concourse of about ten

thousand people at the Parliament-house, who, on their

adjournment, received them with acclamations of joy,

loosened the horses of the most eminent speake'rs against
the tax from their carriages, and drew them home. This

morning the Parliament is exiled to Troyes. It is be-

lieved to proceed prmcnpnlly from the fear of a popular
commotion here.

The officer charged by this Court to watch the English
squadron, which was under sailing orders, returned about a
week ago, with information that it had sailed, having
shaped its course westwardly. This is another step to-
wards war. It is the more suspicious, as' their Minister
here denies the fact. Count Adhemar is here from Lon-
don, by leave from his Court. The Duke of Dorset,
the British Ambassador here, has lately gone to London,
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on leave. Neither of these Ambassadors has the confi-
dence of his Court, on the point of abilities. The latter
merits- it for his honesty. The Minister of the British
Court, resident here, remains; but Mr. Eden, their Am-
bassador to Spain, under pretence of taking this in his
route, is in truth their. factofum in the present emergency.
Nothing worth. noting has oecurred - since my last, either
in the Dutch or Austrian Netherlands.
T have the hounor to be, &c.,
TH: JEFFERSON.

_FROM JOHN JAY TO THOMAS JEFFERSON.

Office for Foreign Affairs,
October 24, 1787.

. Dear Sir,
Since the Sth ult., when I last wrate ta you, I have
been favored with your letters of the 6th and 15th Au-
gust last, which, together with the papers wentioned in
the first of them, were immediately laid before Con-
gress.

Altheugh the opinion of the most judicious and. well-
informed seems to be that France and Britain will avoid
war, and unite their councils and their efforts to preserve
peace, yet, as great events are often produced by latent
and little circumstances, especially between Courts who
distrust each other, I should not be surprised if, notwith-
standing their wishes to the contrary, something should
happen to frustrate their pacific desigas. -

You will receive; herewith enclosed, two letters from
me dated the 27th, concernimg the Cansuler Convention,
with-a commesion to'you to form one; and alse a certi-
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Sed copy of an act of Cengress of the: 34 July, oo
the subject of the Morooco treaty and papers. The
wpnt of 4 safe apd private denveysnce bis, until néw,

delayed the transmiseidn: of theee lettors-and this set. I
also enelose the following papers, ¥iz: :

1. A ceriified copy df.ea- ast of Comgrebs of Q&h

Sdplember, respeating duties oh goods imposted by for-
eign Consuls.

2. A cestified copy of an.axt of 24 October ftistant,
wstrudling you ot to promote ary negetiation for trans-
ferring the debt due to France from the Uonited States.

3. A cenified copy of an act of L1th October inst., ap-
proving the manner in whick the peise money due to the
crews of the Bon Homme Richard and Alliance has been:
quotaed by France, ¢nd directing - she Boasd of Treasary
to disteihute it nccordingly. .

4. A certified cepy of an'adt of 12h Oewbar msunt,
resppointing you Mieister Plenipotentiary at the: Court of
Versailles; together with- a commission and letter of ere-
dence, and a copy of the letter for your information:

5. A certified copy of an act of 12h October instant,
constituting the residue of the money, appropriated the
I4th February, 1185, for treaties with Moroceo, &c., a
fend: for redeeming the American captives at’ Algiersi;
shd =& duplicate: of the act of 18th July, msmcnng you o
gedeem them.

6. A certified copy of an act of  the 16th Qctober
imsthnt, dirpeting you so have a- medal struck in honor of
Chevalier Jones ; and a copy of a letter té his'most Chris-
den Majesty, of the seme date, on the sanle subject.
Congeees. were ‘plessed to: eotler that he shonld be the:

Vosa-atv—10



bemrer-of this letter; but I nevertheoless whink it. prow
that you should have a copy of it. -

7. Copy of a letter of the 26ths ult., whhh l-tlns dly
veceived -from the Goveraor of -Rbode leland, requestiog
me to transmit to you the papers which ammpimad ity
and: which ¥ now transmit.acoerdingly. -

-'8. A copy of the federal government, propoud by
the late convention.

9. The requisition of “Congress,, pusod tho 1Tth--in-
stant, and their’ printed’ joutnals, from ‘the 10th Muy t»
25th September last, which, with those heretofore sent;
will complete your set from the 6th- November, 1786.-
Ealso send. thennmpm from Sth Sep«mber unbu
day. s S

- As to the clnms of eertain mdlvnduals .against . the
State of South Carolma, I have, by order ' of Congress,
sént an extract from: your letter on that subject, together
with a copy of. the papers relative to it, to the Governor
of that State, in order that .they may thereupon take
such measuses as the good faith ‘of the Stste, and the
justice due to the individuals-in qnestwn, mny appear-to
dictate. -~ PRI

- The .number of - Snatas repre.sented o Congreu
almest daily diminishes, and, I must fear, will soon be .se
reduced -as not to leave .them in oapac!ty’ to despamhl
any business requiring nine.

*Congress has been pleased. to comply with ahe mquest
of Mr. Adams, to retura; and I ndoqe a eopy of their.
act, oo that head. i

- As yet, Fam not authoriged to say any cbmg rﬂmve.{:a
the. proposed Post Office Convention. - A report on that
subject has lain . many months before Cengress, and still
remains undecided.
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What wilkbe the fate of the new comstitution, as it is
called, cannot easily be conmjectured. At present, the
majority seems to bein favor of it ; but there will probably
be g strong opposition in some of the States, particularly
in this and Pennsylvania.

v I have the honor of bemg, &ec.,
- JOHN JAY.

leoitb @O0
FROM JOHN JAY TO THOMAS J“FEBSDN

. .Office for Poreign Affairs,
October 24, . }
Sir,

The’despatches alluded to in my late ‘letters, tbgether ’

with others of some importance, are ready, and were in--
tended to be conveyed to you by thns packet ; but the'
gentleman to whose care they were ¢committed dechnmg
to go in her, they must pass to you by some othet route.

An opinion prevails' that hostilities "have probably com- -

menced between France and Britain ; and such is its
impression, that some gendemen, who proposed to sail i in
the French packet, think it most advisable to take pas-
sage in an American vessel. For my own part, I think '
their appreheénsions are premature ; for,"as' yet, I am not
informed of any events from which 1 ¢ can infer a probablh-
ty that war has taken place. :

A new commssion, to commence at the expiration of
your preseat one, has been ordered, and is ready. You will -
receive it with' the abovementioned despatches.

1

- With 'sentinients of great and sincere esteem and re- '

JOHN JAY.
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PROW ' THOMAS JEFPORSON T0 JOHN. ADAMS,

 Paris, August 30, 1397,
Sir, ' ‘

Since your favor of July 10th, mme have heen of Ju-
ly the 17th, 23d, and 28th. The last enclosed a bill of
exchange from M. Grand, on Tessier, for £46 1Ts.
10d. ‘sterling, to answer General Sullivan’s bill for that
sum. I hope it got safe- te- baud ; though I bave been
anxious about it, as it went by post, nnd my Ietters through
that channel sometimes ‘miscarry.

Frem the separation of the Notables to the present
moment, has been perhaps the most interestin)g interval
ever known io. this couptry. . The proposluonq of the
Government, approved by the Notables, were precious ta.
thenalt'mn,. and have beep in, ap honest course of exeeu-
tion ; some of them being carried into _effect, and athers
preBanng Above all, the establishment of Bnoymcml
assembhqs,‘ some,_of w}nqh have begun their sessions,
bids fair to_be the mstrument for circumscribing the power
of the Crown. and, raising the, people into .copsideration.
The election given to. them is what will do_this, Thongh
the Minjster wha Qroposed these i improvements- seems to
have meant them as. the price of new. supplies, the game .
has besp.so Played, as to seguse. the impravements. to the.
nation without securing the price. . The Notahjes spoke.
softly on the subject of the, additional supplies,. But the
Porliament took them up roundly, refused to register. the
edicts for the new. taxes, till compelled in.a. bed. of . jus-
tice, and suffered themselves, tq be trpnsferred. o Tagome,
rather than withdraw their oppesition. It is urged pria-
cipally agaigsk the King, that his revenue is one hundred




DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENCE. 293

and thmy miflibis more than that of ‘His predecessor wa,
and yet he demands one hundred and twenty millions fur
ther. You will seé this well ‘explained in the ¥ coni-
férence entre un Ministre & Evat et un conseiller au Porlé- -
ment,” which' I send you, with some small pamphlets.
¥nr the mean time, all tongues in Paris (and in France, as
it is said) have bee let 1dose ; and neveér was 4 license of
speaking ‘against the Government ‘exercised in London
Tiiore freely or more universally. - Caticatures, placards,
béms motr, have beén indulged in by all ranks of _people,
snd 1 khow of no well-attested ‘instance ‘of & smgle pub-
ishment. “For some time, inobs of ten, twenty, and thir-
ty thousatid people collected daily, surrounded the Par-
liament-house, huzzaed the members, even entered the
+ ‘door$ and examited joto their conduct, took thé Horses
out of the carriages of those who did well, and drew them
home. The Government thovght it prudent o prevent
these, drew some tegients into the geighborhood, mul-
tiplied the guards, had the streets constantly pattoffed by
strong: parties, suspended privileged places, forbade all
clubs, &e¢. The strong mobs have ceased ; perhaps this
may be partly owing to the absence of Parlidment.
"Thé Comt &’ Artois, sent 16 hold a bed of justice in the
Cour des Aldes, was hissed and hooted without reserve
by the "populace; the carriage of Madame de (I forget
the mame) in the Queen’s livery, was stopped by the
poputace; under a belief that it was Madame de Polignac,
whom they would have insulted; the Queen, going 6
the theatre ‘at Vérsiflles with Madame de Polignac,
was téceived with a general hiss.” The' Kihg, long in the
habit of ‘drowning his cares in wine, plunges deeper and
deeper.’ The Queen cries, but sins on. The Count
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d’Artois is detested aod. Monmcur the genmeral favorite.

“The Archbishop of “Toulouse is mnde Ministre princi-

pal—a virtuous, patriatic, and able charscter. The Ma-
_veschal de Castries retired yesterday, notwithstandiag
strong solicitations to remain in office. The Mareschal
'de Segur retired at the.same time, prompted to it by the
-lCéugt. -Their successors are pot yet known. Monsieur
e St. Priest goes Ambassador tp Helland, in the room
of Verac, transferred to Switzerland ; and the Count de
Moustier goes to America, in the room of the Chevalier
de la Luzerne, who has a promise of the first vacancy.
These nominations are not yet made formally, but they
are decided oo, and the parties are ordered to prepare
for their destination. . |

_ As it has been long since I have had a confidential
conveyance to you, I have brought together the priaci-
pal facts, from the adjournment of the Notables to.the
present moment, which, as you will perceive from their
nature, required a confidential conveyance. I have done
it the rather, because, though you will have heard many
of them, and seen them in the public papers, yet, float-
ing in the mass of lies which constitute the atmosphere
of London and Paris, you may not have been sure of
their truth; and I have mentioned every truth of any
consequence, to enable you to stamp as false the facts
pretermitted. I think that in-the course of three months
the royal authority has lost, and the rights of the nation
gamed as much ground by a revolution of public opinion
only, as England. gained in all her civil wars under the
Stwoarts. . I rather believe, :too, they will retain the
ground galned because it is defended by the young and
middle aged, in opposition to the old only. The first




RIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENCE. o

party increases, and the latter diminishes daily, from the
course of, pature: ' You may-muppose that, in-this situa-
tion, war would be unwelcome to France. She will
aurely avoid it, if not forced into it by the Courts of
London and Berlin. | If forced, it is probable she will
change. the system of Eurgpe totally, by an alliance with
the two Empires, to whom nothing would be more de-
sirable. In the event.of such a coalitian, net only Prus-
sia,-but the whole Europeun world must receive from
them their laws, But France, will, probably, endeavor
40 preserve the present system, if it can be done, by sac-
rificing to & certain degree the pretensions of .the patriotic
party in Holland. But of all these matters you can
judge in your position, where less secrecy is observed,
better than 1 caa.

I bave pews from America as lgte as July the 19th.
Nothing had transpxrpd from the federal goovention. [
am sorry they began their deliberations by so abominable
a precedent as that of tyisg up the tomgues of their
members. Nothing can justify tbls example, but the
innocence of their i intentions, and ignprance of the value
of public discussions. 1 have na doubt that all their
other measures will be good and wise. It is really an
assembly of demigods. General Washington was of
opinion that they should not separate till Oc(ober3 .

I bave the honor to bs, &c.,
TH: JEFFERSON,
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FROM THONAS JEFFERSON TO JOEN JAY.
- Paris, September 19, 1781.

. _S‘h‘, Lo . : RN . A .

My last letters to you were of the 6th and 15th of
August ; since’ which, I have been honored with yours
of July the 24th, acknawledging the receipt of mine of
the Hth and 28d of Febroary. 'T am anxions to hear
you have received that also of May the 4th, written from
Marseilles. Accotding to the desires of Congress, ex-
pressed i their vote confirming the appointments of
Francisco, Guiseppe, and Girolomo Chiappe, their agents
in Morocco, I have written letters to these gentlemen,
to begin a correspondence with 'them.. To ‘the first, 1
have enclosed-the ratification of the treaty with the Em-
peror of Morocco, and shall send it efther by our agent
as Marseilles, who is riow here, or by the Count de Aran-
da, who sets out for Madrid in a’few days, having relin-
quished his embassy here. 1 shall’ proceed onthe re:
demption of our captive.s'at Algiers, as soon as the Com-
missioners of the Treasury shall enable me, by placing
the money necessary under my orders. The prisoners
redeemed by the religious order of Mathurins cost about

- four bundred dollars each ; and the General of the order

told me that they had never been able to redeem for-
eigners on s6 good terms as their owa countrymen. Sup-
posing that their redemption, clothing, feeding, and trans-
portation, should amount to five hundred dollars each,
there must be, at least, a sam of ten thousand dollars set
apart for this purpose. Till this is done, I shall take no
other step than the preparatory one, of destroying, at
Algiers, all idea of our intending to redeem the prisoners.
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This, the General of the Mathurins told: me was indis-
pensably necessary, and that it must not, on any account,
transpire that the public would interest themtelves for
their redemption. Tliis was rendered the more necessary
‘by the declaration of the Dey to the Spanish Consul,
that he should: hold him responsible, at the Spanish
price, for our prisoners, even for such as should die.
Three of them have died of the plague. By authoriz-
ing me to redeem at the prices usually paid by the Euro-
pean nations, Congress, I suppose, could not mean the
Spanish price, which is not only unusual, but unprece-
dented, and would make our vessels the first object of
those pirates. I shall pay no attention, therefore, to the
Bpanish prices, unless further instructed. Hard as it may
seem, I should think it necessary not to let it be known,
even to the relatives of the captwes, that we mean fo
redeem them. ' '
T have the honor to enclose you a papet from the Ad-
miralty of Guadaloupe, sent to me as a wmatter of form,
and to be lodged I suppose with our marine records. 1
enclose, also, a copy of aletter from the Count de Florida
Blanca to Mr. Carmichael, by which you will per-
ceive they have referred the settlement of the claim of
South Carolina, for the use of their frigate, to M. Gar-
.doqui, and to the Delegates of South Carolina in Con-
l had the honor to inform you, in my last letter, of *
the Parliament’s being transferred (o Troyes. To put an
end to'the tumults in Paris, some regiments were brought
nearer, the patrols were strengthéned and multiplied,
and some mutineers punished by impriso_nmen't”; it produced
the desired efiect. It is confidently believed, however,
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that the Parliament . will -be. immediately ' recalled, - the
.stamp tax and land tax repealed, and other .means de-
_vised of accommodating their receipts and.expendjtures.
‘Those supposed to be in contemplation, are a vigorows
levy of the old tax of the, deux. vingtidmes on the" rich,
who bad, ia a. great measure, withdrawn their property
from it, as well as on the poor, on whom it bad principally
fallen. This will greatly inorease the receipts; while
they are proceeding on the ether hand, to weform their
expenses far beyond what they had -promised. It. is said
these reformations will amouat to eighty millions. Cis-
cumstances render these measures, mors.and :mere press-
ing.

T mentioned to- you in my last letter, that the “officer
charged by the Ministry to watch the motion .of the
British squadron, had returned with information that .it
had sailed westwardly. " The fact was not. true. He
had formed his conclusion too. hasiily, and thus led the
Ministry into error. The King of Prussia, urged on by
England, bas pressed .more and mare the affuirs of Hal-
land, and lately has given to.the States Geveral of Hol-
land four days only to_comply with bis demand. This
me:jasuufe would of itself have rendered it impossible for
France to praceed longer .in the line of accommodation
with Prussﬁa. In the same moment, an event takes
place, which seems to render all attempts at accommoda-
« gion idle. The Turks have declared war . against the
Rugssians; and that under,. circumstances whichexclude
all prospect of prevepting its taking place. The King
of Prussia baving deserted his ancient friends, there re-
main only France and Turkey, (perhaps Spain also,) to
oppose the twp Empires, Prussia, and Eagland. By
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such ‘a piece of Quixotism, France might plunge herself
into ruin with- the Turks and - Dytch, but would save
,nélther But there 1s eertamly a coufederacy secretly
in contemplation, of which the public have not yet the
‘'smallest suspicion; that is, between France and the two
Emaires. . I think it sure that Russia has desired this,
and that the Emperor, after some hesitation, has acceded

It rests on. this country to close.. Her indignation against

the King of Prussia will be some spur.. She will there-
by save her party .in Holland, and only -abandon the

‘Turks to that fate she. caonpot ward off, and which their
;precipitation has brought onthemselves, by the instiga-
tions of the British Ambassador at the Porte, and against
the remonstrances of the French Ambassador. Perhaps
this formldable combination, should it take place, may

prevent the war of the western powers, as it would seem

that neither England nor Prussia would carry their false
calculations so far as, with the aid of the Turks only, to
oppose themselves to such a force. .In that case, the
patriots of Holland would be peaceably established,in the
powers of their government,.and the wargo on against
the Turks only, who would, probably, be driven from
Europe. This new arrangement would be a total change
in the European system, and a favorable one for our
friends. ., The probability of .a general war, in which this
country would be engaged on one side, and Epgland .on
the otber, has appeared to me sufficient to justifly my

writipg to our sgents in the different ports of France te
put our merchams on their guard against risking . their
property in French or English bottoms. The Emperor,
instead of treading back his steps in Brabant, as was

expected, has pursued the Jess honomble plan of decay-



300 THOMAS JEFFERSON—JOHN JAY.

ing his subjects thence by false pretences,to let them-
selves be invested by his troops; and this done, he dic-
tates to them his' ownterms. Yet it is not tertain the
matter will end with that. B
The Court ‘de Moustier is nominated Minister Pleni-
potentiary to America, and a frigate is ordered to Cher-
bourg to carry him over. He will endeavor to sail by
the middle of next month { but if any delay should make
him pass over the whole 6f October, he will defer his
voyage to the spring, being unwilling to undertake a win-
ter passage. Monsieur de St. Priest is sent Ambassador
to Holland, in the room of Monsieur de Verac, appointed
to Switzerland. The Chevalier de la Luzerne might, Tbe-
lieve, have gone to Holland, but he preferred @ general
promise of promotion, and the possibility that it might
be to the Caurt of Londen. His prospects are very fair.
His brother, the Count de la Luzetne, (now Governor in
the West Indies,) is appointed Minister ofthe Marine, in
the place of Monsieur de Castries, who has resigned.
The Archbishop of Toulouse is appointed Ministre
principal, and his brother, Monsieut d¢ Brienne, Minister
of War, in the place of Monsieur de Segur. The de-
partment of the Comptroller has had a vety rapid succes-
sion of tenants. From Monsicar de Calonne it pass-
&d 1o Monsieur de Forqueaux, from him to Viltedeuil, and
from him to Lambert, who halds it at present, but divided
with'a Moosteur Cabarrus, (whom I believe you koew in
8pain,) who is samed Directeur du Trésor Royal, the
office into which M. Necker came at first. 1 had the
honor to inform you that; before the départare of the
Count de la Luzerne to his government inthe West Indies,
+ T had plessed on him the patronage of our trade with the



DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONPENCE:. 301

French islands ; that he appeared well disposed, and as-
sured me e would favor us as much as his instructions
and the laws of the colonies would permit. I am in
hopes these dispositions will be strengthened by his resi-
dence ip the islands, and that his acquaiatance among the
people there will be an additional miotive to favor them.
Peobahly thiey will tske advantage of his appointment, to-”
presy indwigence in commerce with us. The Ministry is
of 3. liberal. complexion, and well disposed to- us. The
war may 30d ta the motives for opening their islands to
asher resources. for their- subsistenes, and for doing what
may be agreeable o u3, It seems to me, at presemt, *
then, that the moment of the. arrival of the: Count de la -
Lazeme will be the. moment for trying to-obtain a freer
aseess 1a their islands. It would be very maserial to do
this, if possible, in o perayanent way ; that it to say, by
teeaty ; hut . 1. know of nothing wé have to offor in.
equivalent. Perhaps the payment of our debt to them
night be made use of as.some inducement, while they

age so distressed for money. - Yet the bewowing the
- money.in. Holland will be rendeved move diffienlt by the
same event, in propartion .as it will inorease lhe demund
for money by otber. powers.

‘The- gazestes of Leyden and France to this duh we
epelosed, tagesher with seme pcmpiim on dm internal
a&u‘s of s country,

. . llnvcthehonornbe &e.,
TH: JEFF‘ERSON,
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. FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON TO JOHN JAY.
i Paris, Sepiember 22, 1787.
- - 8iry, : Lol
The letters of which the enclosed are copies are this*

moment received, and, as-there is a possibility that they:
may reach' Havre before the packet sails, I have the:
honor of -enclosing them. to. you. - They contain a pro--
mise of reducing the duties-on tar, pitch, and turpentine,
and that the Government will interest itself with the city
of Rouen to reduce the local duty on potash. By this
you will perceive that.we are getting on a little in this:
business ; though, under the present embarrassments, it is-
difficult to- procure the attention’ of: the’ Ministers to it.-
The Parliamsent has enregistered the edict. for a rigorous:
levy of the dewr vingtiémes. As this ‘was proposed to’
the Kiag in lieu.of the impest territorial, there is mo
doubt now that the latter, with the stamp tax, will be im-

. mediately repealed. -There can be no better: proof of
" the revolution in the public opinion -as to the powers of
‘the monarch, and of the force too of that opinion. Six -

weeks ago, we saw the King displaying ‘the plenitude of
his omnipotence, as hitherto conceived, to ‘enforce these

two acts. At this day he .is forced to retract them, by

public voice ; for as to the opposition of- the :Parliament,:

that body is too little esteemed to produce the effect in -

any case, where the public do not throw themselves into

the same scale.  +

I have the honor to be, &c.,
- TH: JEFFERSON.
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FROM THONAS JEFFERSON ‘T0:JOHN.JAY. .
T ' " Paris, September 22, 1787.
Sir, - _ S )
* When I had the honor of addressing you this morning,”
intelligence was handing about, which I did not think
well efiough authenticated to communicate to you. As’
it is now ascertained, I avail myself of the chance that
another post may yet reach Havre before the depart-’
-ure’ of the packet. This will depend on the winds,
which have for some days been unfavorable. - T must pre-
mise that this Court, about ten ddys ago, declared, by
their Chargé d’Affaires in Holland, that if the Prussian
troops continued to menace Holland with an invasion, his’
Majesty was determined, in quality of an"ally, to succor
that province. An oﬁaal letter “from the Hague, of the
18th instant, assures that the Prussian army entered the
territory of Holland on the 15th; that most of the prin-
cipal towns had submitted, some after firing a'gun or two,
others without resistance; that the Rhingrave de’ Salm-
had' evacuated Utrecht with a part of the troops under
. his command, leaving behind him one hundred and forty-
four pieces of cannon, with great warlike stores’; that the’
standard of Orange was hoisted everywhere; that no
other cockade could be worn at the Hague; that the
States General were to assemble-that night, for reinstating
the Stadtholder in all his rights.  The letter concludes :
“ We have this moment intelligence that Woerden has ca-
pitulated; so that Amsterdam remains without defence.”
So far the letter; we knew otherwise that Monsieur de
St. Priest, who had set out on his embassy to the Hague,
had stopped at Antwerp, ot choosing to proceed further
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till new orders. This Court has been completely de- . -

ceived, fimst, by-its.omn great desire to awid.a war ; and
secondly, by calculating that the King of Prussia would
have acted on priaciples of common semse, which. would
surely have dictated that a power lying between the jaws
of Russia and Austria should pot separate itsell from
France, unless, indeed, he had assurances of dispositions
in those two powers which are not supposed to exist. On
the contrary; I am persvaded that they ask the alliance.
of France, whom we suppese to be under hesitations be-
tween her neluctgnce to abandon the Turks, her jealousy
of increasing, by their spoils the power of the two Em-
pires, and ber inabilisy. to oppose thend. If they canmos
obtain her alliance, they will surely join: themselves to
England and Prussia.

_Official adwices are received, that the first division
of the Russian army has passed the Borysthenes into the-
Polish Ukraing, and is marching .towards the frontiers of
Turkey. Thus we may consider the flames of war as
completsly kindled, in two distinct parts of lhls quarter
of the globe ; and that, though France and England have
not yet engaged themselves in it, the probabilities are
that they willdoit.

I bave the bonor to be, &c.,
TH : JEFFERSON.

et Gt
rnou THOMAS u:rnnson TO JOHN JAY

Paris,, Sqmmber 24. 187,
Sir,
The times gre now so- cnueal, that evex:y dq brngs-
something new and important, not known, the day beﬁne.
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Observing the wind still unfavorable, I am in hopes the
packet may not sail to-morrow, and that. this letter may
be at Havre in time for that conveyance. Mr. Eden has
waited on Count de Montmorin, to inform him, officially,
that England must consider its convention with France,
relative to the giving notice of its naval armaments, as at
an end, and that they are arming generally. 'Thisiscon-
sidered here as a declaration of war. The Dutch Ambas-
sador told- me yesterday that he supposed the Prussian
troops probably in possession of the Hague. 1 asked
him if it would interrupt the coutse of business, commer-
cial or banking, in Amsterdam ; and particularly whether
our depét of money there was safe. He said the people
of - Amsterdam would be surely so wise as to submit, when
they ‘should see that ‘they coald not oppose-the Stadt- -
holder ; therefore, he supposed our depdt safe, and that
there would be no interruption of business. Itisthe hour
of the departure of the post ; so I have only time to add
dssurances of the respect and esteem with which
I have the honor to be, &c.,

TH : JEFFERSON.

FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON TO JOHN ADAMS.

, . Paris, September 28, 1787.

Sir, . . S
I received your favor by Mr. Cutting, and thank you .
siacerely for the copy of your bgok. The departure of
a packet-boat, which always gives me full employment
for some time before, bas only permitted me to look into
it a litde. I judge of it from the first volume, which
Vor. 111.—20
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thought formed to do a great deal of good. The first
principle of a good Government is certainly a distribu-
tion of ijs powers into executive, judiciary, and- legis-
lative, and a subdivision of the Juter into two or three
branches. It is. a good step gaived, when it is proved
that the English constitution, acknowledged o be better
than all which have preceded it, is only better in pro-
portion as it has approached nearer to this distribution of
powers. From this, the last step is easy to show, by a
comparison of, our constitutions with that of England,
how, much more.perfect they are. . The article of con-
federations is certainly worthy of your pen. It would
form a most interesting addition, to show what has been
the mtore. of the' confederations .which have existed
hitherto, what were their excellencies, and what their de-
fects. A comparison of ours with them would be to the
advantage of ours, and would increase the veneration of
our countrymen for them. It is a misfortune that they
do not sufficieatly know the value of their constitutions,
and how much happier they are rendered by them than
any other pepple‘ on_earth, by the Governments under
which they live. ‘

You know all that has’ happened in the United Ne-
therlands. You know, ‘also,'that our friends, Van Stap-
horsts, will be the most likely to become objects of seve-
rity, if any severities should be exercised. Is the money
in their hands entirely §afe? If it is not, T amsure you
have already theught of it. ~ Are we to suppose the
game already up, and that the Stadtholder is to be re-es-
tablished; perhaps erected ‘into a Monarch, withoct the
coubtry lifiing a finger in opposition to it?* If so, itis a
Jesson the more for us. * In‘fakt; what-a crowd of lessons
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do the present miseries of Holland teach us! Never to
have an hereditary officer of amy sort; mever to let a
citizen ally himself with Kings; never to call .in foreign
pations to settle domestic differences ; never to suppose
that any natien will expose itself to a war for us, &e.
Still, I am not without hopes that a good rod is in soak for
Pr_ussia,' and that England will feel the end of it. It is
known to some that Russia made propositions to the Em-
peror and France for acting in concert ; that the Empe-
Tor c;onsents, and has disposed four camps, of one bhundred
thousand men, from the limits of Turkey to those of
Prussia. .This Court hesitates, or rather its Premler
hesitates ; for the Queen, Montmo_rin, and Breteuil are
for the measure. Should it take place, all may yet come
to rights, except for the Turks, who must retire from
Europe ; and this they must do, were France Quixotic
_ enough to support them. We, I hope, shall be left free
to avail ourselves of the advantages of neutrality ; and
yet, much I fear the English, or rather their stupid King,
will force us out of it. For thus 1 reason: by forcing us
into the war against them, they will be engaged in an ex-
pensive land war, as well as a sea war. Comman sense
leclates, therefore, that they should let us remain neutral ;
ergo, they will not let us remain neutral. I never yet
found any other general rule for foretelling what they will
do, but that of examining what they ought not to do.

I have the honor to be, with my best respects to Mrs.
Adams, and sentiments of perfect esteem and regard to
yourself, &c.,

. TH : JEFFERSON.
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YRONM THOMAS JETYERSON TO C. W. ¥. DUMAS.
' Paris, October 4, 1767.
Sir,

" 1 received your favor of the 23d of Septembér two
days ago. That Qf‘ tbe'28th. and 20th was put in my
hands this morning. I immediately waited on the Am-
bassadors, ordinary and extraordinary, of the United Ne-
therlands, and also on the Envoy of Prussia, and asked
their good offices to have an efficacious protection ex-
tended to your person, your family, and your effects ; ob-
serving that the United States knew no party, but are
the fiiends and allies of the United Netherlands a5 a na-
tion, and would expect, from their friendship, that the
*person who is charged with their affairs, until the artival
of a Minister, should be covered from all insult and in-
jury which might be ‘offered him by a lawless mob ; well
assured that their Minister residing with Congress would,
on all occasions, receive the same. They have been so
good as to promise, each, that he will, in his first des-
patches, press the matter on the proper power, and give
me reason to hope that it will be efficacious for your safety.
I will transmit your letter to Mr. Jay, by the Count de
- Moustier, who sets out within a week for New York, as
‘Minister Plenipotentiary for France in that country. I
siucerely sympathize in your sufferings, and hope that
what 1 have done may- effect an end to them.

"1 have the honor to be, &c.,
TH: JEFFERSON.
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FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON TO JOHN JAY.

~ Paris, Octaber 8, 1787. .
. Sir, . ] .

1 had the honor of writing you on the 19th of Sep-.
tember, twice on the 22d, and again on the 24th. The
two first went by the packet, the third by a vessel bound to
Philadelphia. 1 have not yet learned by what oceasion
the last went. In these several letters, I. communicated
10 you the occwrrences of Europe, as. far as they were.
known. - Notwitbstanding the advantages which the Em-
peror seemed to have gained ower his subjects of Bra--
bant, by the military arrangements he had been permii-
ted to make under false pretexts, he has not obtained his
ends. He certainly wished to enforce bis new .regula-
tions ; but he wished more o be cleared of all domestig
difficulties, that he mighi be free to act in the great:
scenes which are prepariog for the theatre of Europe.
He seems, therefore, to_have instructed his Goveraor
General of the Netherlaads to insist on compliaace, as
far as could be insisted without produciag resistance by
arms ; but, at the same time, to have furnished him witha
sufficiently complete recantation, to prevent the effects
of insurrectioa. - The Governor pressed ; the people were
firm 5 a small act of force was then attempted, which pro-
duced a decided resistance, in which the people killed
several of the military : the last resource.was then used,
which was the act of recantation: this produged imine-
diate tranquillity, and every thing there is now finally
settled by the Emperor’s relinquishment of his pleos.

My letter of the evening of September the 22d in-
formed you that the Prussian troops had entered Holland ;
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and that of the 24th, that England had announced to this

Court that she was arming generally These two events .

being simultaneous, proved that the two Sovereigns acted
in concert. Immediately after, the Court of London an-
mounced to the other Courts of* Europe, that if France
entered HoHand with an armed force, she would consider it
as an act of hostility, and declare war against her; send--
ing Mr.-Grenville here, at the same time, to make what
she'-called ‘a conciliatory proposition. This proposition
was received as a new fmsult, Mr. Grenville very coolly
treated, and he has now gone back. It is said he has
carried the ultimatum of France; what it is, particu-
larly, has not transpired ; it is only supposed in generai
to be very firm.

You will see in one of the Leyden Gazettes' one of
the letters written by the Ministers of England to the
Courts of their respective residence, communiciting the
declaration before mentioned. In the mean time, Holland
lras been sooner reduced by the Prussian troops than
could have been expected. The abandonment of Utrecht
by the Rhingrave de Salm seems to have thrown the
people under a general panic, during which every place
submitted, except Amsterdam ; that had - opened con-
ferences with the Duke of Brunswick, but as late as the
22d instant no capitulation " was yet concluded. The
King of Prussia, on his first move, demanded categorical-
Iy of the King of Poland what part he intended to act
in the event of war ; the latter answered, "he should act
ag events should dictate; and is, in consequence of this
species of menace from Prussia, arming lnmself. He
can bring into the field about seventy thousand' good ca-
walry.” . In the mean time, though nothing transpires pub-
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Kcly of the confederation betweea France and the two
Empires mentioned in my letter of September 19th; it is
ot the less sure that it is on the carpet, and will take
place. To the ‘circumstances before mentioned may te
added, as further indications of war, the naming as gene-
ralissimo of their marine on the Atlantic, Monsieur de
St_Suffiein; on the Mediterranean, Monsieur  Albert de
Rioms ; the recalling Monsieur de St. Priest, their Am-
bassador, from Antwerp, before he had reached the Hague;
and the activity in their.armaments by sea. On the other
hand, the littlé movement by land would make one sup-
pose they expected to put'the King of Prussia into other
hands. They too, like the Emperor, are ‘arranging mat-
ters at home. The rigorous duty of the deur ving-
ti¢mes is enregistered, the stamp act and impost territorial
are revoked, the Parliament recalled, the nation soothed
by these acts, and inspirited by the ipsults of the British
Court. The part of the Council still leaning towards
peace are become unpopuldr, and perhaps may feel the
effects of it. No change in the administration has taken
place since my last, unless we may consider as such M.
Cabarrus’s refusal to stand in the lines. Thinking he
should be forced to follow too seriously plans formed by
others, he- has declined serving. Should this war take
place, as-is quite probable, and should it be as general as
it threatens to be, our neutrality ‘must be attended with
great advastages—whether of a nature to improve our
morals or our happiness, .is another question.” But is it
sure that Great Britain, by her searches, her seizures, and
other measures for harassing-us, will preserve our neu-
trality ? I know it may bé-argued' that the land war
which she would superadd to her sea war, by provoking
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us to join her enenties, should rationally hold her to ber
good behavior with us.. But since the actession of the
present Monarch, has. it not been passion, and oot reason,
which, nine times out of ten, has dictated her measures?
Has.there been a better rule of prognosticating what he
would do, than to examine what he, ought not to do?
When I review this disposition, and review his conduct,
1 bave little hope of his permitling our neutrality. He
will find subjects of pravocation in various ariicles of our
trepty with France, which will now come into view in al}
their consequences, and in consequences very advantage-
ous to the one and the other country. I suggest these
doubts, on a supposition that our magazines are not pre-
pared for war, and in the opinion that provisions for that
event should be thought of. :

The enclosed letter from Mr. Dumas came to me open,
though directed to you. I immediately waited on the
Ambassadors, ordinary and extraordinary, of Holland, and
the Eavoy of Prussia. 1 prayed them 'to interest them-

“selves to have his person, his family, and his goods pro-
tected. They.promised me readily to do it, and have
written gccordingly ; I trust it will be with effect. I could
not avoid enclosing you the letter from Monsieur Bourbé,
though I have satisfied him he is to expéct nothing from
Congress for his inventiops. These are better certified
than most of those things are; but if time stamps their
worth, time will give them to us. He expects no further
answer. The Gazettes of Leyden and France to this
date accompany this, which will.be delivered yeu by the

* Count de Moustier, Minister Plenipotentiary from this

country, I have the honor to be, &c.,

TH: JEFFERSON. .
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_FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON TO JOHN JAY,
(Private.)
- : Paris, Qctober 8, 1787.
Su', ) .

The Count de Moustler, Minister Plempotentxary
from the Court of Versailles to the United States, will
have the honor of delivering you . this. The connexion
of your offices will necessarily connect you in acqmaimt-
ance ; but I beg leave to present him to you, on account
of his persomal as well as his public character. You
will find bim open, communicative, candid, simple in his
manners, and'a declared gnemy to ostentation and luxu-
ry. He goes with a resolution to add no aliment to it
by his example, unless he finds that the dispositions of
our countrymen require it indispensably. Permit me, at
the same time, 1o solicit your friendly notice, and, through
you, that also of Mrs. Jay, to Madame la Marquise de
Brehan, sister-in-law to Monsieur de Moustier. She ac-
companies him, in. hopes that a change of climate may
assist her feeble health, and also that she may procure
a more valuable education for her son, and safer from
seduction, in America than in France, 1 think it impos-
sible to find a better woman, more amiable, more modest,
mote simple in her mapaers, dress, and way- of thigking,
She will deserve the friendship. of Mrs. Jay; and the
way to obtain hers, is to receive and treat her without
the shedow of etiguette.

The Count de Aranda leaves us in a day or two. He
desired me to recall bim to your recollection, and to as-
sure you of his friendship. In a letter, which I mean as
a private ome, I may venture details too minute for a
public one, yet not unamusing or unsatisfactory. I may
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venture names, 100, without the danger of their getting
into a newspaper. ‘There has long been a division in
the Council here, on the question of war and peace.
Monsieur de Montmorin and Monsieur de Breteuil have
been constantly for war. They are supported in this by
the Queen. The King goes for nothing. He hunts one
half the day, is drunk the other, and signs whatever he
is bid. The Archbishop of Toulouse desites peace.
Though brought in by the Queen, he is opposed to her
in this capital ‘object, which would produce an alliance
with her brother. Whether the Archbishop will yield
or not, [ know not. But an intrigue is already begun
for ousting him from his place, and it is rather probable
it will succeed. He is a good and patriotic Minister for
peace, and very capable in the department of finance—
at least, he is so in theory; I have beard his talents for
execution censuted.” Can I be useful here to Mrs. Jay
or yourself, in executing any commissions, great or small ?
1 offer you my services' with great cordiality. You
know whether any of the wines of this country may
attract your wishes. Tn my tour, last spring, I visited
the best vineyards of Burgundy, Cébte-rotie, Hermitage,
Lunelle, Frontignac, and white and red Bordeaux; got
acquainted with the proprietors, and can procure for you
the best crops from the vigneron himself. ~Mrs. Jay
knows if there is any thing else here, in which I could
be useful to her. Command me without ceremony, as it
will give me real pleasure to serve you ; and be assured
of the sincere attachment and friendship ‘with  which I
am, &ec. - ' ' . :
’ TH.: JEFFERSON. -
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FROM ' THOMAS JEFFERSON TO M. LE COMTE DE MOUS-
TIER.
' Paris, October 9, 1787.

Mr. Jefferson has the honor of presenting his respects
to Monsieur le Comte de Moustier, and of taking leave
of ‘him by letter, which he is prevented doing in person,
by an unexpected visit to Versailles to-day. He will
hope to have the pleasute of sometimes hearing from
him;'and will take the: liberty, occasionally, of troubling
him with a letter. ' He considers the Count de Moustier
as forming, withi himself, the two end links of that chain
which holds the two nations together; and is happy to
have observed in him dispositions to strengthen rather
thad to weaken it. Tt is a station of importance, as on
the cherishing geod dispositions, ‘and quieting bad ones,
will depend, in some degree, the happiness and pros-
perity of the two countries. 'The Count de Mous-
tier will find the affections of the Americans with France,
but their habits with England. Chained to that coun-
try by circumstances, embracing what they loathe, they
realize the fable of the living and the dead bound to-
gether. Mr. Jefferson woubles- the Count de Moustier
with two letters to gentlemen whom he wishes to recom-
mend to his “particular acquaintance, and to- that of
Madame de Brehan. He bids Monsieur de Moustier
a most friendly adieu, and wishes him "every thing
which nay “render agreeable "his passage " across the
water, and his res:dence beyoad it.
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FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON TO C. W« F. DUMAS. ,

Paris, October 14, 1787.
Sir, I
. I have duly received your favors of October the 23d
and 26th. With respect to the mission. you suggest in the
former, no powers are lodged in the bands of Mr. Adams
and myself. Congress commissioned Mr. Adams, Doc-
« tor Franklin, and myself, to treat with the Emperar on
the subjects of amity and commerce; at the same
time, they gave. us .the commission to Prussia, in which
you are acquainted. We proposed treating through the
Imperial Ambassador here. It was declined on their
part, and our powers expired, having been given but for
two years. . Afterwards, the same Ambassador here was
instructed to offer to treat with us. I informed bhim our
powers were expired, but that I would write to Congress
on the subject. I did.so, but have never yet received an
answer. Whether this proceeds from a change .of opin-
ion in them, or fréln the multiplicity of their occupations,
I am unable to say. But this state of facts will enable
you to see that we have no powers, -in this instance, to
take the measures you had thought of. I sincerely sym-
pathize with you in your sufferiogs. Though forbidden
by my character to meddle in the internal affairs of an
allied State; it is the wish of my heart that their troubles
may have such an issue as will secure the greatest degree
of happiness to the body of the people; for it is with
the mass of the nation we are.allied, and not merely with
their governors. To inform the minds of the people,
and to follow their will, is the chief duty of those placed
at their head. What party, in your late struggles, was
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most likely to do this, you are more competent to judge
than I am. Under every event, that you may be safe
and happy, is the sincere wish of hiim who has the henor
to be, &c., : :

C TH: JEFFERSON.

—ent® @ Gven—

FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON TO THE CGOUNT DE MONTMORIN.

Paris, October 23, 1787.

Sir, - :

T take the liberty of troubling your Excellency on the
subject of the arrét, which has lately appeared, for pro-
hibiting the importation of whale oils and spermaceti, the
produce of foreign fisheries. This production being ex-
pressed in general terms, seems to exclude the whale oils
of the United States of America, as well as of the na-
tions of Europé. The uniform dispositien, however,
which his Majesty and Lis Ministers have shown' to pro-
mote the commerce between France and ‘the United
States, by encouraging our productions to come hither,
and particularly those of our fisheries, induces me to hope
that these were not within their view at the passing of
this arrét.  1am led more into this opinion, when I re-
collect the assiduity exercised for several months in the
year 1785, by ‘the coramittee appointed by Government
to investigate the objects of commerce of the .two coun-
tries, and to report the encouragements of which it was sus-
ceptible ; the result of that investigation, which his Majes-
ty’s Comptroller General did me the honor to communi-
cate-in aletter of 22d of October, 1786, stating therein the
principles which should be established for the future regu-
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latjon of that commerce, and particularly. distinguishing
the article of whale oils by an abatement of the duties on
them for the present, and a pramise of farther abatements
" after the year 1790; the thorough reinvestigation with
which Monsieur de Lambert honored this subject, when
the letter of 1786 was to be put into the form of
an arrét ; that arrét itsell bearing date the 29th of De-
cember last, which ultimately confirmed the abatements
of duty, pfésent and future, and declared that his Majesty
reserved to himself to grant other favors to that produc-
tion, if, on further information, he should find it for the
interest of the two nations ; and, finally, the letter in which
Monsieur de Lambert did me the honor 10 enclose the
arrét, and to assure me that the duties which had been
levied on our whale oils, contrary to the inteption of the
letter of 1786, should be restored.  On a review, then,
of all these circumstances, I capnot but presume that it
has not been intended to reverse, in a moment, views so
maturely-digested and uniformly pursued ; and that the
geoersl expressions of the. arrét.of September .the 28th
bad withjn their contemplation the nations of Europe
only. This presumption is further strengthened, by having
observed that in the treaties of commerce made since the
epoch of our independence, the jura -gentis qmicissime
conceded to otber natioms - are expressly restrained to
those of the “most favored FEuropean nation;” his Ma-
jesty wisely foreseeing that it would be expedient to regu-
late the commerce of a matjon which brings nothing but
raw ‘materials to employ the_ indystry of his subjects,
very differently from that of other European nations, who
bring mostly what has already- passed through_ all the
stages of manufacture.
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. On these circumstances I take the liberty of asking in-
formation from your- Excellency, as to the extent of the
late arrét ; and il 1 have not been mistaken jn supposing
it did not mean to abridge that of December the 29th,
I would solicit an explanatory arrét, to prevent the mis-
constructions of it which will otherwise take place. It
is much to be desired, too, that this explanation-could be
given as soon as possible, in order that it may be handed
out with the ‘arrdt of September the 28th. Great alarm
may otherwise be spread among the merchants and ad-
venturers in the fisheries, who, confiding in the stability '
of regulations which his Majesty’s wisdom had so long
and well matured, have embarked their fortuqes in specu-
lations in this branch of business.

The importance of the subject to ome of the princi-
pal menpbers of our Union induces me to attend with
great anxiety the reassurance fromyour Excellency that
no change has taken place in his Majesty’s views on this
subject; and that his dispositions. to multiply,.rather than
diminish, the combinations of interest between the two
people, continue unaltered, :

- Commerce is slow in changing its channel. That be-
tween _ this country and the United States is as yet but
beginning ; and this beginuing has received some checks.
The arrét in question would be a considerable one, with-
out the explanation I have the honor to ask. . I am per-
snad_ed that a continuation of the dispositions which have
been hitherto mavifested towards us.will insure effects,
political and com;ne;clal of value to both nations.

I have had too many proofs of the friendly interest
your Excellency is pleased to take in whatever may
strengthen the bonds and connect the views of the two
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countries, to doubt your patronage of the present appli-
cation, or to pretend any occasion ef repeating assurances
of those sentiments' of high respect and esteem, with
which ‘
‘ I have the honor to be, &c.,
TH: JEFFERSON.

-o‘-n..”—
FROM THOMAS JEVFERSON TO JOHN JAY.

Pafris, November 5, 1787.
. S, ‘

My last letters to you were of ‘the 8th and 27th of
October. In the former, I mentioried to you the declara-
tion of this country, that they would interpose with
force if the Prussian troops entered Holland ; the
entry of those troops into Holland ; the declaration
of England, that if France did oppose force, they would
consider it as an act of war; the naval armaments on
both sides; the nomination of the Bailli de Suffrein as
generalissimo on the ocean ; and the cold reception of
Mr. Grenville here, with his ctonciliatory propositions, as
so many symptoms which seemed to indicate a certain
and immediate rupture. It was, indeed, universally and
hourly expected. But the King of Prussia, a'little be-
fore these last events, got wind of the alliance on the
carpet between France and the two Empires ; he awoke
10 the situation in which that would place him ; he made

some applications to the Court of St.” Petetsburg, to’

divert the Empress from the proposed alliance, and sup-
plicated the Court of London not to abandon him. That
Court had also received a hint of the same project. Both
seemed to suspect, for the first tinie, that it would be pos-
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sible for France to abandon the Turks, and that they
were likely to get more than they had played for at. Con-
stantinople ; for they had meant nothing more there, tha
to divert the Empress and Emperor from the affairs of
the west, by employing them in the east, and at’ the
same time to embroil them with France as the patroness
of the Turks. The Court of London engaged not to
abandon Prussia ; but both of them relaxed a little the
tone of their proceedings. The ‘King of Prussia sent a.
M. Alvensleben here, expressly to explain and sooth j
the King of England, notwithstending the cold receptioni
of his propositions by Grenville, renewed 'conferences
here, through Eden and the Duke of Dorset. The Min-,
ister, in'the affection of his heart for peace, readily join-:
ed inconference ; and a declaration and a counter-decld,
ration. were cooked up at Versailles, and sent to London!
for approbation. They were approved, arrived here ag'
one o’clock . the 27th, were signed that night at Verq,
sailles, and on the next day I had the honor of enclosing; -
them to you, under cover to the Count de Moustier,
whom I supposed still at Brest ; dating my letter. as-of the'
QTth, by mistake, for the 28th, L.est, howeser, these
papers should-not have got to Brest before th# departure
of the Count de Moustier, I now enclee you: other
copies. The English declaration states « notification of
this Court, in September, by Bartheleny, their Minister
at London, “ that they would send suscors into Holldnd,”
as the first cause of England’s armisg; desires an expla-
nation of the intentions of this Cevst as to. the affuirs of
Holland, and proposes to disanw ; on. condition, however,
that the King of France shal} not retnie any hostile views,
in any quarter, for what bas been done in Holland. * This
Vor. m—21
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last phrase was to secure Prussia, according to promise.
The King of France acknowledges the notification by
bis Minister at London, promises he will do nothiag in
consequence of it, deelares he has no intention to inter-
meddle with force in the affairs of Holland, and that he
will entertain hostile views in no quarter, for. what has
been done there. He disavows having ever had any in-
tention to-interpose with force in the affuirs of that re-
public. ‘This disavewal begins the sentence which ac-
knowledges he had sotified the contrary to the Court
of London, and it includes” no apology to sooth the
feelings which may be excited in the breasts of the pa-
triots of Holland, at hearing the King deelare he mever
did intend to aid them with force, when promises to
do this were the busis of those very - attempts to" better
the constitution, which have ended in its ruin, as well as
their own. : : =

I have analyzed these .declarations, bedause, being
somewhat wrapped up i their expressions, their full im-
.pont might escape, on a transient -reading ; and it is ne-
cessaw it should not escape. "k conveys to us the im-
portantiessan; that g0 circumsiances of morality, henor,
interest; «w engagement, sre sufficient to authorize -a
secure reliace on any nation, at ‘all times, and in all po-
sitious. A nnment of difficulty, or a moment of error,
may rendér forever useless the most friendly ‘dispositions
in the King, in the major part of his Ministers, and the
" whole .of his mation. The present pacification is con-
sidered by most as osly a short sruce. They calculite
on the spirit of the natwn, and not on the egued hand
which guides its movements. Tt is certain that, from this
“moment, the whele system' of Ewope changes. Instead
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of counting together England, Austria, and Russia, as
heretofore, dgainst France, Spain, Holland, Prussia, and
Turkey, the division will probably be England, Holland,
and Prussia, against France, Austria, Russia, and perhaps
Spain. This last power is not sure, because the dispo-
sition of its heir apparent is not sure. But whether the

present be truce or peace, it will allow time to mature the
conditions of the allianee between France aud- the two

Empires, always supposed to ‘be on the carpet. Itis

thought to be obstructed by the avidity of the Emperor,

who would swallow a good part of Turkey, Silesia, Ba-
varia, and the rights of the Germanic body. To'the two

or three first articles France might consent, receiving in

gratification a well-romded portion of the Austrian Ne-

therlands, with the islands of Candia, Cyprus, Rhodes,

and perhaps Lower Egypt. Bat ll this is in embryo,

uncertainly known, and counterworked by the machina-

tions of the Courts of London and Berlin.

The following solution of the British armaments it
supposed in a letter of the' @5th ultimo, from Coloxel
Blachden, of Connecticut, now at Duakirk, to the Mar- '
quis de 1z Fayette. 1 will cite it in his own wordé: “A
gentleman who left London two days ago, and came to
‘this place to-day, informs me that it is apw generally
supposed that Mr. Pitt’s great secret, which has-puzzled
the whele nation 'so long, and to accomplish which de-
sign the whole- force of the aation is armed, is to make
a vigorous effort for the re¢overy of America. When I
recollect the delay they have made in delivering the forts.
in America, and that Mtle more than a year ago one of
the British Ministry #rote to the King a letter in which

were these remarkable words: ¢if your Majesty pleuses,
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America may yet be yours;’ add to this, if it were pos-
sible for the present Ministry in Epgland to effect such a
matter, they would ‘secure their places and their power
for a long. time, and, should they fail in the epd, they
would be certain of bolding them during the attempt,
which it is in théir power te prolong as much as they
please, and, at all events, they would boast of haviag
" endeavored the recovery ef what a former Ministry had
abandoned, it is- possible.” A similar surmise has come
in a letter from a person in Rotterdam to one at this
place.. I am satisfied the King of England believes the
mass of our people to be tired of their independence,
and desirous - of returing under his government; and
that the same opinion prevails in the Ministry. and nation.
They have hired their newswriters to repeat this lie in
their gazettes so long, that they have become the dupes
of it themselves. But theéye is no. ogcasion to recur to
this, in order to.ancount for their arming. A more ra-
tional purpose avowed, that purpose executed, and, when
executed, -a solemn agreement to disarm, seem to leave
80 doubt-that the re-establishment of the Stadtholder
was their.object. Yet, it is possible that having found
that Athi&Ceu_rt will not make war in this moment for any
ally; pew views may arise, and they may think the mo-
ment favorable {or executing any purposes they may
have in our quarter. "Add to this, that reason is no aid
in ecalculating their movements. We -are, therefore,
never safe ill our mogegives are filled with arms. The
present season. of truce or peace should, in my. opinioa,
be improved without a mowent’s . respite to effect this
essential objact; aod no meams: \e. omitted by which
money way he thamed for the pinpose. I say this,
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however, with due deference to the opinion of Congress,
who ate better judges of the necessity and practicability
of the measure. ; .

I mentioned to you, in a former letter, the apphcauon
I had made to the Dutch Ambassadors and Prussian
lj’.nvoy, for the protection of Mr. Dumas. The latter
soon after received an assurance that he was put under
the protection of thie States of Holland ; and the Dutch
Ambassador called on me a few days ago, to inform
me, by instructions from his constitueats, ¢ that the States
General had received a written application from M.
Adams; praying their protection of Dumas; that they
had instructed their G'reffier, Fagel, to assure Mr. Adams,
by letter, that he was under the protection of the States
of Hollaad ; but to inform him, st the same time, that
Mr. Dumas’s conduct, out of the line of his office, had
been so extraordinary, that they would expect de 2 ho-
néteté de Mr. Adams that he would charge some other
person with the affairs of the United States dunng his ab-
sence.”

Your letter of September the 8th has been duly re-
ceived. I shall pay-due attention to the iastructions
relative to the medals, and give any aid I can in the
case of Boss’s vessel. As yet, however, my endeavors
to find Monsieur Pauly; avocat au conseil d’état, rue Co-
quilliere, have been ineffectaal. There is no such per-
son living in that street. I found a Monsieur Pauly,
avocat aw Parlement, in another part of the town ; he
opened the letter, but said it could not mean him. - I
shall advertise . in the public papers; if that fails, there
will be no other chance of finding him. Mr. Varnum
will do well, therefore; to send some other description by
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which the person may be found. Indeed, some friend. of
the party interested should be engaged to follow up this
business, as it ‘will require constant attention, and proba-
bly a much larger sum_of money, than that named in the
bill enclosed in Mr. Varaum’s letter. - -

I have the hoaor to enclose you-a letter from O’Bryen
to me, containing information from Algiers, and-one from
Mr. Montgomery at Alicant. Fhe purpose of seading
you this last is to show you how much the difficulties of
ransom are, increased since the Spapish negotiations.
The Russian captives have cost about eight thousand li-
vres apiece, on an average. [ certainly have no idea
that we should give any such sum;-and therefore, if it
should be the sense of Congress to give such a price, I
would be glad to know it by instruction. * My idea is, that
we should not ransem, but on the footing of the nation
which pays least, that it may be as Kttle worth their
while to go in pursuit of us as any mstion. This is
cruelty ‘to’ the individuals mow: in captivity, but kindness
1o the hundreds that would soon be so, were ‘we to make
it-worth the while of those pirates to go out of the straits
in quest of us.- As soon as momey is provided, I shall
put this business into. train. 1 have taken measures to
damp at Algiers all expectations of our proposing to ran-
som at any price. I feel the distress which this must oc-
casion to our countrymen there, and their connexions ;
but the object of it is their ultimate good, by bringing
down their holders to such a pricé as we ought to pay, in-
stead of letting them remain in such expertations as-can-
not be gratified. The Gazettes of France and Leydena
actompany this.. I have the honor to be, &c., :

‘ T ~ TH: JEFFERSON.
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[The .annexed are translations of the declaration and
counter-declaration referred to in - the preceding
, letter.] o

DECLARATION.

The eveénts which hage taken place in the republic of
the United Provinces appearing no longer to leave any
subject of discussion, and still less of dispute, between
the two Courts, the undersigned are authorized to ask if
it be the intention of . his most Christian Majesty to act in
pursuance of the notification given on the 16th of last
month by the Minister Plenipotentiary of his most Chris-
tian Majesty, which, announcing his purpose of aiding Hol-
land, has occasioned maritime- armaments on ;he part of
his Majesty, which armaments have become reciprocal.

If the Court of Versailles is disposed to explain itself
on this subject, and on the conduct adopted towards the
republic, in a manner conformable to the desire evinced
by each party, to procure a good understanding between
the two Courts ; it being ‘also understood,at the same
time, that no hostile view is entertained ‘in any quarter,
in consequence of the past; his Majesty, always eager -
to manifest his concurrence in the friendly sentiments of
his most Christian Majesty, agrees forthwith that the ar-
maments, and, in general, all preparations for war, shall
be mutually discontinued, and that the marines of the
two nations shall be placed on the footing of a peace
establishment, such as gxisted .on the first of January of
the present year. .
’ DORSET,
WM. EDEN.
. At Verszulles, the 27th of Octobgr, 1787.
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GOUNTER-DECLARATION. g
It neither being, nor ever having been, the intention
of his Majesty tb interpose, by force, in the affairs of the
republic of the United Provinces, the communication
made to the Court of London by Mr. Barthelemy having
bad no other object than to announce to that Court ag
intention, the motives of which no longer exist, especially
since the King of Prussia has made known his resolu-
_tion, his Majesty makes no difficulty in declaring that be
has no wish fo.act in pursuance of the communication
aforesaid, and thay he entertains no hostile view in any
quarter, relative to what has passed jo Holland.
Consequéntly, his Majesty, desiring to concur in the
sentiments of his Britannic Majesty for the_ preservation
of a good understanding between the two Courts, con-
sents with pleasure to the proposmon of his Bntanmc
Majesty, that the armaments, and, in general, all prepa-
rations for war, shall be mutually discontinued, and that
' the navies of the two nations shall be replaced upon the
footing of the peace establishment, as it existed on the

first day of January of the present year.
. - MONTMORIN.
At Versailles, the 27th October, 1787.

-"l.'.:o--

FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON TO JOHN JAY.
(Private.)
' Paris, November 3, 1787.

)

Dear Sir,
I shall take the liberty of conﬁdmg sometimes to &
private letter .such details of the small history of the
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Court or Cabinet, as may.be worthy of being-known,
and yet not proper to be publicly communieated. I
doubt whether the administration 'is yet in a permanent
form. The Count de Montmorin and Baron de Bre-
teuil are, I belieye, firm enough in their places. It was
doubted - whether they would wait for, the Count de la
Luzerne, if the-war had taken place ; but, at present, I
suppose they will, I wish it, also, because M. de Hec-
tor, his only cenpetitor, has on some occasion shown
little value for the connexion with us. Lambert, the
Comptroller General, is thought to be very insecure. 1
should be sorry, also, to lose him. I bave worked seve-
ral days with him, the Marquis de la Fayette, and Mon-
sieur du Pont, . (father of the youog gentleman gone to’
America with the Count de Moustier,) to reduce into one
arrét whatever concerned our commerce. I have found
him a man of great judgment and application, possessing
good general principles on subjects of commerce, and
friendly dispositions towards us. He passed the arrét
in a very favorable form, but it has been opposed in the
Council, and will, 1 fear, suffer some alteration in the
article of whale oil. That of tobacco, which was put
into a separate instrument, experiences difficulties .also,
which do not come from him. M. du Pont has rendered
us essential services on these occasions. I wish his sop
could be so well noticed, as to make a favorable report
to his father; he would, I think, be gratified by it, and .
his good dispositions be strengthened, and rendered fur-
ther useful to us. - Whether I shall be able to send you
these regulations by the present packet, will depend on
. their getting through the Council intime. The Arch-
bishop continues well with his patroness.  Her object is,
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a close connexion with her brother. I suppose he con-
vinces her . that peace will furnish- the. best eccasion. of
cementing that connexion. "

It may not be uninstructive to give -you the origin and
nature of his influence with the Queen. . When the
Duke de Choiseul proposed the marriage of the Dau-
phin with this lady, he thought it proper to send a per-
son to Vienna, to perfect her in the language. He asked
his friend, the Archbishop of Toulouse, to recommend
to him a proper person. He recommended a certain
Abbé. The Abbé, from bhis first arrival at Vienna,
either tutored by bis patron, or prompted by gratitude,
impressed on the Queen’s mind the exalted talents and
merits of the Archbishop, and continually represented
him as the only man fit to be placed at the helm of
affairs.  On his return to Paris, being retained near the
person of the Queen, he kept him constantly in her
view. The Archbishop was.named of the Assemblée
des Notables, had occasion enough there to prove his
talents, and Count de Vergennes, his great enemy,
dying opportunely, the Queen'got him into place: He
uses the Abbé even yet, for instilling all ‘his notions into
ber mind. ‘That he has imposing talents and patriotic
dispositiens, 1 think is certain. Good :judges think him
a theorist only, little acquainted with the details of busi-
ness, and spoiling all his plans by-a bungling execution.
He may, perbaps, undergo a severe trial. His best ac-
tions are exciting ageinst him a hest of enemies, particu-
larly the reduction of the pensions, and reforms in other
branches of economy. Some think the other Ministers
are willing he should stay. in, ‘till he has effected this
-odious yet necessary work, and that they will then make
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him the scapegoat of the transaction.. The declarations
too, which I send you in my public letter, if they should
become public, will probably raise a universal ery. It
will all fall on him, because Montmorin and Breteuil
say, without reserve, that the sacrifice of the Dutch has
been against their advice. He will, perhaps, not per-
mit these declarations to appear in this country. They
are absolutely unknown; they were communicated to
me by tbe Duke of Dorset, and I believe no other copy
has been given here. They will be published doubtless
in. England, as a proof of their triumph, and may from
thence make their way into this country. If the Premier
can stem a few months, he may remain long in office,
and will never make war if he can help it. If he should
be removed, the peace will probably be short. He is
solely chargeable with the loss of Holland. True, they
eould ot have raised money by taxes to supply the ne-
cessities of war; but could they do it were their finances
ever so well arranged? No nation makes war now-a-
days, but by the nid of loans: and it is probable that, in
_a war for the liberties of Holland, all the treasures of that
country would have been at their service. They have
now lost the cow which furnishes the milk of war. She
will be on the side of their enemies, whenever a rupture
shall take place; and no arrangement of their finances
can. countervail this circumstance.. ,

I bave no doubt you permit access to the letters-of
your foreign Ministers, by persons only of the most. per-
fect trust. It is in the European system to bribe the
elerks high, in order to obtain copies of interesting pa-
pers. Iam sure.you are equally attentive to the con-
veyance of your letters to us, as ypu know that all are
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opened. that pass through any post office of Europe’
Your letters which come -by the packet, if put into the
mail at New York, or into the post office at Havre, wore
proofs that they had been opened. The passenger to
whom they are confided should be cautioned always to
keep them in his own hunds, till he can 'delwer them per-

sonally in Paris.
I have the honor to be, &e.,
TH: JEFFERSON.

FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON TO TﬁE COUNT DE MONTMORIN.

Paris, November 6, 1787.
Sir,

I take ' the liberty of asking your Excellency’s perusal
of the enclosed case of an American hostage, confined in
the prisons of Dunkirk. His continuance there seems to
. be uscless, and yet endless. Not knowing how far the

Government can interfere for his relief, as it is a case
wherein private property is concerned, I do not presume
to ask his liberation absolutely ; but I will solicit from
your Excellency such measures in his behulf, as the laws
and usages of the country may permit.
The Comptroller General having been so good as to
Jexplain to me, in a conversation, that he wished to know
what duties were levied in ‘England on American whale
oil, I have had the honor of informing him by letter,
that the ancient duties on that article are seventeen pounds
six shillings and six pence sterling the ton, and that some
late additional duties'make them amount to about eighteer
pounds sterling ; that the common whale oil sells there
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but for about 20 pounds sterling the ton, and of course
the duty amounts to a prohibition. This duty was origia-
ally laid on all foreiga fish oil, with a view to favor the
British and American . fisheries. When we became inde-
pendent, and of course foreign to Great Britain, we became
subject to the foreign duty. .No. duty, therefore, which
France may think proper to lay on this article, can drive
it to the English market,; it could anly oblige the in-
habitants of Nantucket to abandon their fisheries. But
the poverty of their soil offering them no other resource,
they must quit their country, and either establish them-
selves in Nova Scotia, where,.as British fishermen, they
may participate of the British premium, in addition to
the ordinary price of their whale oil, or they must accept
the conditions which this Government offers for the estab-
lishment they have proposed at Dupkirk, Your Excel-
lency will judge what conditions may counterbalance, in
their minds, the circumstances of the vicinity of Nova
Scatia, sameness of langpage, laws, religion, customs, and
kindred. Remaining in their native country, to which
they are most singularly attached, excluded from com- -
merce with England, taught to laok to France as the only
country from which they can derive sustenance,.they
will, in case of war, become useful rovers against its
epemies. Their position, their poverty, their courage,
their address, and their hatred, will render them formida-
ble scourges on the British commerce. It is to be con-
sidered, then, on the one hand, that the duty which M. de
Calonne had proposed to retain on this oil, may endanger
the shifting this useful body of seamen out of our joint
scale into that of the British, and also may suppress a
considerable subject of exchange for the productions of
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France ; onthe other hand, that it may produce an ad-
dition to his Majesty’s revenne. What I have thus far
said, is-on the supposition that the duty may operate as a
diminution of the price received by the fishermen. If it
act in the contrary direction, and produce an augmenta-
tion of price to the consumer, it immediately brings into
competition a variety of other oils, vegetable and animal,
a good part of which France receives from abroad; and
the fisherman, thus lesing his market, is compelled equally
‘to change either his calling or country. When M. de
Calonne first agreed to reduce the duties to what he has
declared, I had great hopes the commodity could bear
them, and that it would become a’medium of ‘commerce
between France and the United States. I must confess,
however, that my expectations have not been fulfilled,
and that little has come here as yet. This induces me
to fear that it is'so peor an article, that any duty what-
ever will sappress it. Should this take place, and the
spirit of emigration once seize those people, perhaps ad
abolition of all duty might then came too late to stop
what it would now easily prevent. I fear there is danger
in the experiment, and it remains for the wisdom of his
‘Majesty and his Ministers to decide whether the pros-
pect- of gain to the revenue, or establishing a national
fishery,  may compensate this danger. If the Govern-
ment should decide to retain the duty, I shall -acquiesce
in it cheerfully, and do every thing in my power to en-
courage my countrymen still to continue their occupa-
tion.

The actual -session of our several Legislatures: would
render it interesting to forward, immediately, the regula-
tions proposed on our commerce ; and the expiration of the
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order of Berni, at' the close. of this month, endangers a
suspension and derangement in the commerce of tobacco,
very embarrassing to the merchants of the two countries.
Pardon me therefore, Sir, if | appear solicitous to obtain
the ultimate decision of his Majesty’s Council on these
subjects, and to ask as early a commumcauon of that de-
cision as shall be convenient. . '

' I have the honor to be, &o ,

TH: JEFFERSON.

——et® @ Gten—

\

FRON THOMAS JEFFERSON TO JOHN ADAMS.

Paris, Novcmber 13, 1787.
. Dear S|r,

This will be delivered you by young Mr. Rutledge.
Your knowledge of his father will introduce him to your
notice. He merits it, moreover, on his own account.

- I am now to acknowledge your favors of October the
8th and 26th. That of August the 25th was duly re-
ceived, nor can I recollect by what aceident I'was pre-
vented from acknowledging it in mine of September the
28th. "It has been the source of my subsistenee hitherto,
and must continue to. be so,-uatil I receive letters on the
affaits of money from America. Van Staphorsts and
Willinks have answered my drafts. Your books for the
Marquis de la Fayette are received here. | -will notify it
to him, who is at present with. his provincial assembly in
Auvergpe. '

Little is said lately of the progress of. the negotiations
between the Courts of Petersburg, Vienna, and Versailles.
‘The distance of the former, and the cautious, unassum-
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ing character of its Minister here, is one cause of delays ;
a greater one is, the. greediness and unstable character of
the Emperor. Nor do I think- that the principal here
will be easily induced to lend himself to any connexion,
which shall threaten a war within a -considerable number
of years. His own reign will be that of peace only, in
all probability ; and were any accident to tumble him
down, this country would immediately gird on its sword
and buckler, and trust to occurrences for supplies of
money. The wound their honor has sustained festers
in their hearts; and it may beé said, with trutb, that the
Archbishop, and a few priests determined to support his
measures, -because proud to see ‘their order come again
into power, are the only advocates for the line of con-
duct which has been pursued. It is said, and believed
through Paris literally, that¢ the Count 'de Montmiorin
« pleuroit comme un emfont,” when obliged to sign the
counter-delaration. Considering the phrase as figura-
tive, I believe it expresses the distress of his beart; in-
deed, he bas made no secret of his individual opinion.
In the mean time, the principal goes on with a firm and
patriotic spirit in reforming the cruel abuses of the Gov-
ernment, and preparing a new constitution, which will
give to this people as mueh’ liberty as they are capable
-of managing. This, I think, will be the glory of his ad-
niinjstration, because, though a good theorist in finance,
he'is thought to execute badly. ~They are about to open
a loan of orie hundred millions' to supply present wants,
and it is said the preface of the arrét will contain a pro-
mise of the convoeation of the States General during
the ensuing year. Twelve or Sfieen: provincial assem-
blies are already in dotion, and are going on well ; and I
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think that, though the nation suffers in reputation, it will
gain infiitely in happiness, under the present administra-
tion. Ienclose to Mr. Jay a pamphlet, which I will beg of
you to forward. I leave it open fer your perusal. When
you shall have read it, be so good as to stick a waferinit.
It is not yet published, nor will be for some days. This
copy has been ceded to me as a-favor.

How do you like our new constitution? I confess
there are things in it which stagger all my dispositions to
subscribe to what such an assembly has proposed. The
house of federal representatives will not be adequate to
the management of affairs, either foreign or federal.
Their President seems a bad edition of a Polish Kings
He may. be elected from four years to four years, for lifes
Reason and experience prove to us that a chief magise
trate, so continuable, is an officer for life. When one or
two generations shall have praved that this is an office
for life, it hecames, on eyery succession, worthy of in~
trigue, of bribery, of force, and even pof foreign iater~
ference. It will be of great consequence to France and
England to bave America governed by a Galloman:or
Angloman. Once in oftice, and possessing the military
force of the Union, without the aid or check of # Cdufv
eil; he would not be easily deghroned, even if the pe,n"
could be induced to withdraw their votes from
wish that, at the end of the four Jyears, .they made
him forever ineligible a second time. Indgd, I .think
all the good of this new constitution myft have been
couched in three or four new articles, ybe added ta the
good, old, and venerable fabric, whi should bave beew
pnse;vgd even as o rehgnous /f c. Present me and
my daughters affectionately # Mrs. Adams. The

Vor. m.—22 -

14
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younger oné continues to speak of her warmly.. Aceept,
yourself, assurances of the smcene esteem and respect
with which
1 -have the honor to be, &e,,
TH: JEFFERSON.

¢ @O

t; PROM THOMAS JEFFERSON. TO COLONEL SMITH.

. . Paris, November 13, 1787.
Dear Sir,

* T am now to acknowledge the receipt of your favors of
October the 4th, 8th,-and 26th. In' the last, you apolo-
gize for your letters of introduction to Americans coming
here. It is so' far from needing apology en your part,
that it calls for thanks on- mine. I endeavor to show
éivilities to all the Americans who come here, and who
will give me opportunities of doing it. And it is a mat-
ter of comfort to know, from a good quarter, what they
are, and how fai I'thay go in my attentions to them.

* Can you send me Woodmanson’s bills for the two
copying presses for the Marquis de la Fayette and the
Marquis de Chastellux? ‘The latter makes one article in
th considerable account of old standing, and which I
cannt. predent for want of this article. I do ‘not know
whethexsy s o yourself or Mr. Adams that I am to give
- my thahkse,; the copy of 'the new constitution. I beg
leave, througiyoy 1o place them where due. It will yet
be three weeks \nfore I shall receive them from America.
TFhere ate very gou articles in it, and very bad ; I do
not know which prejsnderate. What we have lately
Yead in-the history of Fqlland, i’ the chapter on the
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Stadtholder, would have sufficed 'to set me against a
¢hief magistrate eligible for a long duration, 'if 1 had
ever been disposed towards one. And'what we have al-
ways read of the elections of Polish Kings, should have
forever excluded the idea of one continuable for life.

*. Wonderful is the effect of impudent and ‘persevering, ly-
ing. "The British Ministry have so long hired their ga-
zetteers to repeat and model into every form lies about
our being in anarchy, that the world has at length believ-
&d ‘them, the English nation has believed them, the Min-
isters themselves have come to believe them, and, what is
more wonderful, we have believed them QU!SE]VQS. Yet
where does this anarchy exist? Where-did it ever exist,
except in the single instance of Massachusetts? And
can history produce an instance of rebellion so honorably
conducted ? T say nothing of its metives. They were
founded in ignorance, not wickedness. Geod forbid we
should ever be twenty years without such a rebellion.
The people cannot be all, and always, well informed.
The part which is wrong will be discontented, in proporr
tion to the importance of the facts they misconceive. ' If
they remain quiet under such misconceptions, it is ‘a
lethargy, the forerunner of death to the public liberty.
We -have had thirteen States independent for -eleven.
years. ‘There has been ‘one rebellion.- That comes to
one rebellion in a century and a half, for each State.
Whit country before ever existed a century and a half
without a rebellion ? And what country can preserve jts
liberties, if its rulers are nog warned,-from time to -time,
that this people preserve the spirit of resistance? Let
them take arms. The remedy is to set them right as to
facts, pardon, and pacify them. What signify a few lives
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lost in a century or two? The tree of liberty must be
refreshed, from time to time, with the hlood of patriots
and tyrants., Itis its natural .manure, . Our convention
has been, too much impressed by the insurrection of Mas-
sachusetts ; and, on the spur of the moment, they are set-
ting up a kite to keqp the hes-yard in order. I hope in
God this article will be rectified, before the new consu-
tution is accepted.. You ask me, if any thing transpires
bere on the subpct of Soyth Amarica? Not a word. I
koow - that there arg combustible materials there, and
that they wait the torch ooly. Bug this country, proba-
bly, will join the extingnishers. The want of facts worth
communicating to you has ocoasioned me tg give a litde
lopse to dissertation. We.must be contented 1o amuse,
when we.cannat inform.

Present, my respects to Mis. Smith, and be assured of
the sincere esjeem of, dear Sir, your friend and servaut,

. TH: JEFFERSON.

) @Ot

-

PROM THOMAS JEFFERSON TO WILLIAM CARMICHAEL.

_ Paris, December 11, 1787. -
Dear Sir,

"1 am late in_ acknowledgmg the recetpt of yeur favors
of October the 15th, and November the 5th and 15th,
because we have been long expeciing a packet, which I
hoped would bring communicatians worth detailipg te
you; and she arrived anly a few days ago, after 3 very
long passage indeed. I am very sorry yoy bave not been
able to make out. the cipher of my lettes of September
the 25th, because it contaived things which I wished you
to know .at that.timg. They have lost now a past of their
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merit ; but saill I wish you could decipher therh, as-there
remains a part, which it yet might be agreeable to you to
uniderstand. I have examiwed the cipher from whieh it
was written. ‘It is precisely a copy of those given to
Messrs. Barolay and Lamb. In order ‘that you may ex-
amine ~whether yours correspond, I will now translate
mto cipher - the “three first lines of my letter of ‘June
the 14th. S : ' :
* * » * * *

This will serve to show whether your cipher corres-
pofids ‘with mine, as well s my manner of using it.. But
I shall not"use it in future, til} I know from you the result
of your re-examination of it. T have the honor now to
.retutn you the letter you had been-so good as to enclose
tome. About the same time of Liston’s convefsition
with you, similar ones were held with me by Mr. Eden.
He particularly questioned me on the effect of our treaty
with France, in the case of a war, and what might be
eur dispositions. I told him, without hesitation, that our
treaty obliged us to receive the armed vessels of France,
with their prizes, into our ports, and to refuse the admis-
sion of prizes made on her by her enemiés ; that there
was a clause by which we guarantied to France her Ame-
rican possessions, and which might, perhaps, force us in-
to the war, if these were attacked. “*Then it will be
war,” said he, ¢ for they will assuredly be attacked.” 1
added, that our dispositions would be to-be neutral, and
that I thought it the interest of both thesé powers that
we should be s0; because it would relieve' both from all
anxiety as to- the feeding their West Iudia islands, and
England would, moreover, avoid a heavy land war on our
continent, which would cripple all her proceedings else-
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where. He expected these sentiments from me person-
ally, and he knew them to he analogous to those of our
country. We had often ‘before had.occasion of keow-
isg each other; his peculiar bitterness towards us had
safficiently appeared, and I had never concealed from
him that I considered the British as our natural enemies,
and as the only nation on earth> who wished us ill from
the bottom of their souls. And I am satisfied that, were
our continent to be swallowed up by the ocean, Great
Britain would be in a bonfire from one end to the other.
Mr. Adams, as you know, has asked higrecall. - This has
been granted, and Colonel Smith is to return too ;- Con-
gress having determined to put an end to their commis-
sion'at that Court. 1 suspect and hope they will make
no new appointment. .

..Our new coostitution is powerfully attacked in the
American newspapers. The objections are, that itz e
fect would be to form the thirteen States into one ; that,
proposing to melt all down into one General Government,
they have fenced the people by no declaration of rights ;
they have not renounced the power of keeping a stand-
ing army ; they have not secured the liberty of the press ;
they have reserved the power of abolishing trials by jury
in civil cases ; they have proposed that the laws of the
federal legislature' shall be paramount to the laws and
constitutions of the States ; they have abandoned rota-
tion in office ; and, particularly, ,their President may be
re-elected from four years to four years for life, so0 as to
render him a King for life, like a King of Poland; and
they have.not given him. either the cheok or aid of a
Council. To these they add calculations of expense,
&c. &c. to frighten the people..
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You will perceive that these objections are serious, and
some of them. not without foundation. . The constitu-
tion, however, has heen received with a very general
enthusiasm, and, as far as can be judged - from external
demenstrations, the bulk of the people are eager to adopt
it. In the Eastern States, the printers will priut nothing
against it, upless the writer subscribes his name.. Mas-
sachusetts and -Conpecticut have called. conveutions in
January, to consider of it. In New York, there is a di-
vision. * The Governor. (Clinton)-is known to be hostile
to it. Jersey, it is thought, will ecertainly accept it.
Pennsylvania is divided, and all the bitterness of her fac-
tions has been Lindled anew on it. But: the party in
favor of it is strongest, both in and out of . the legislature,
This is the party ancienily of Morris, Wilson, &c. De-
laware: will do what Pennsylvania shall do. Maryland
is thought favorable to it, yet it. is supposed Chase and
Paca will oppose it. As to Virginia, two of her dele-
gates, in the first place, refused to-sign it.. These were
‘Randolph, the Governor, and George Mason. Besides
these, Henry, Harrison, Nelson, and the Lees, are against
it. General Washington will be -for it, but it is not in
his character to exert himself much in the case. Madi-
son.will be its main. pillar, .but, though an immensely
-powerful ome, it is questionable whether he.can bear the
weight of such a host; so that the presumption is, that
* Virginia will reject it. We know nothing of the dispo-
sitions of the States south of this. Should it fall
through, as it is possible, notwithstanding the enthusiasm
with which it was received in the first moment,.it is pro-
bable that Coogress will propose that the objections
~which the people shall nmke to it being once known;
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another convention shall be assembled, to adopt the im-
provements generally acceptable, and omit those found
disagreeable. In' this way, union mny -be produced
under a happy constitution, #nd owe which shall not be
too energetie, as are the constitutions of Europe. I
give you these details, because, possibly, you may not
have received them all. The sale of our western lands
is immensely successful. Kive millions of acres have
been sold at private sale for a doHar an acre, in certifi-
cates ; and, at the pubXt sales, some of them had sold as
high as two dollars and forty eents the acre. The sales
bad not been begun two months. By these means,
taxes, &c., our domestic debt, originally twenty-eight
millions of dollars, wes redaced by the 1st day of last
October to twelve millions, and they weére ther in
treaty for two ‘millions of acres more, at a dollar, private
sale. Our domestie debt will thus be soon paid off; and
that done, the sales will go on for money, at a cheaper
rate, no doubt, for the payment of our foreign debt.
The petite guérre always waged by the Indians seems
not to abate the ardor of purehase or emigration. Ken-
tucky is now counted at sixty thousand. ¥Frankland is also
growing fast. - ' '

-1 have been told that the cutting through the isthmus
of Panama, which thé world has so often wished, and
supposed practicable, has at times been thought of by the
Government of Spain, and that they once proceeded so
far as to have a survey and examination made of the
ground ; but that the result was, eithe¢ inrprecticability
or too great difficulty. Probably the Count de Campo-
manes or Don Ulloa can give you infotmation on this
head. I should be exceedingly pleased to get as minute
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details as possible on it, and even copies of the survey, res
port, &c.; if they could be obtained at a moderate ex-
pense. [ take the liberty of asking your assistance in
this. : '

I have the honor to be, &c., ‘

TH: JEFFERSON.
. . - P

o @O0

FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON TO JOHN ADAMS. °

Paris, December 12, 1787.
Dear Sir, - '

In the month of July, I received from Fiseaux & Co.,
of Amsterdam, a letter notifying me that the principal of
their loan to the United States would become due the
first day of January. I answered them, that I had nei-
ther powers nor information on the subject, but would
transmit their letter to the Board of Treasury. 1 did so
by the packet which sailed from Havre, August the 10th.
The earliest answer possible would have been by the
packet which arrived at Havre three or four' days, ago.
But by her I do not receive the sctip of a pen- from any
body. This makes me suppose my letters were commit-
ted to Paul Jortes, who was to sail a week after "the de-
parture of the packet ; and that pessibly he may be the
bearer of orders from the Treasury to pay Fiseaux’s
Joan - with the money you borrowed. But it is ‘also pos-
sible he may bring no order on the subject. The
slowness with which measures are adopted on our side
the water does not permit us to count on punctual an-
swers; but, on the contrary, renders it necessary for us’
to suppose, in the present case, that no orders will arrive
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in time, and to consider whether any thing, and
what, should be done.  As it may be found expedi-
ent to transfer all our foreign debts to Holland, by
borrowing ‘there; and as it may always be prudent
to preserve a good credit in that country, because
we may be forced into wars, whether we will or not,
1 should suppose it very imprpdent to suffer our credit to
be annihilated for'so small a sum as fifty-oue thousand
guilders. The injury will be greater, too, in proportion
to the smallness of the sum; for they will ask, How
can a people be trusted for large sums, who break their
faith for such small ones? You know best what effect
it will ‘have on the minds of the money-lenders of that
country, should we fail in this payment. You know best,
solely, whether it is practicable and prudent for us to have
this debt paid without orders. I refer the matter, there-
fore, wholly to your consideration ;. willing to participate
with. you in any risk and.any respoasibility which may
arise. I thiok it one of those cases where it is a duty to
risk one’s self. You will perceive, by the enclosed, the
necessity of an immediate answer ; and that, if you think
any thing can and should be dome, gll the neces-
sary authorities from you should accompany your let-
ter. In the mean time, should I receive any orders from
the Treasury, by Paul Jones, | will pursue them, and
consider whatever you shall have propased.or done as
non avenue.
I am, with much affection, &c.,
TH: JEFFERSON.
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FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON TO JAMES MADISON.

- Paris, December 20, 1787.
Dear Sir, .

My last to you was of October thP 8th, by the Count
de Moustier. Yours of July the 18th, September the
6th, and October the 25th, were successively received,
yesterday, the day before, and three or four days before
that. I bave only had time to read the.letters ; the print-
ed papers communicated with them, however interesting,
being obliged to lie over till 1 finish my despatches for
the packet, which despatches must go' from hence the
day after to-morrow. I have much to thank you for:
first, and most, for the ciphered paragraph respecung my-
self. These little informations are very material towards
forming my own decisions. I would be glad even to know
when any individual member thinks I have gone wrongin
any instance. If I knaw myself, it would not excite ill
blood in me, while it would assist to guide my conduct,
perhaps to justify it, and to keep me to my duty alert.
I must thank you, too, for the information.in Thomas
Burk’s case ; though you will have found, by a subse-
quent letter, that 1 have asked of you a further investi-
gation of that matter. It is to gratify * the lady who is at
the head of the convent wherein my -daughters are, and
who, by her attachment and attention to them, lays me
under great obligations. I shall hope, therefore, sijll to
receive [rom you the result of all the further inquiries
roy second letter had asked. The parcel of rice, which
you informed me ‘bad miscarried, accompanied my letter
to the delegates of South Carolina. Mr. Bourgoin was
to be the bearer of both, and both were delivered to-
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gether into the hands of his relation here, who introduced
him to me, and who, at a subsequent moment, undertook
to convey them to Mr. Bourgoin. This person was an
engraver, particularly recommended to Dr. Franklin and
Mr. Hopkinson. Perhaps he may have mislaid the litile
parcel of rice among his baggage. I am much pleased
that the sale of western lands is so successful. T hope
they will absorb all the certificates of our domestic debt
speedily, in the first place; and that then, offered for cash,
they will do the same by our foreign ones.

The season admitting of operations in the Cabinet,
and those being in a great measure secret, I have little
to fill a letter. ‘1 will, therefore, make up the deficiency
by adding a few words ‘on the consmuuon proposed by
our convention.

1 like much the general idea of frammg a Government,
which would go on of itself, peaceably, without needing
continual recurrence to the State legislatures. I like
the organization of the Government into legislative, ju-
diciary, and executive. I like the power given the legis-
lature to levy taxes; and for that reason, solely, I approve
of the greater house being chosen by the people di-
rectly.  For, though I think a house so chosen will be
very far inferior to the present Congress, will be very
ill qualified to legislate for the Union, for foreign na-
tions, &c.; yet, this evil does not weigh against the good
of preserving inviolate the fundamental principle, that
the people are hot to be taxed but by representatives
chosen immediately by themselves.” I am captivated by
the compromise of the opposite claims of the great and
little States—of the latter to equal, and the former to
proportional influence. 1 am much pleased, too, with
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the subsiitution of the method of voting by persoas,
-instead of that of voting by States; and I like the ne-
_ gative given to the executive, conjointly with a third of
either house ; though I should have liked it better had
the judiciary been associated for that purpose, or invest-
ed separately with a" similar power. There are other
good things of Jess moment. I will now tell you what ¥
do not like. . First, the omission of a bill of rights,
providing clearly, and without the aid of sophism, for
freedom of religion, freedom of the press, protection
against standing armies, restriction against monopolies,
the eternal and unremitting force of the habeas corpus
laws, and trials by jury in all matters of fact triable by
the laws of the land, and not by the laws of nations,
To say, as Mr. Wilson does, that a bill of fights was
not necessary, because all is reserved in the case of the
General Government which is not given, while, in the
particular ones, all is given which is,not reserved, might
do for the audience to which it was addressed ; but it is
surely a gratis dictum, the reverse of which might just
as well be said; and it is opposed by strong inferences
from the body of the instrument, as well as from: the
omission of the clause of our present confederation,
which had made the reservation in express terms. It
was hard to conclude, because there has been a want of
" uniformity. amopg the States as to the cases triable by
jury, because some have been so ineautious as ta dis-
pense with, this mode of trial in certain cases, therefore
the more prudent States shall be reduced to the same
level of calamity. It would have been much more. just
aod wise to have conpluded by the other way, that as
most of the States had preserved with jealowsy this
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sacred palladium of liberty, those which -bad wandered
should be brought back to it; and to have established
general right rather than general wrong. For, I con-
sider all the ill as established, which may be established.
I have a right to .nothing, which another has a right to
take away ; and Congress will have a right to take away
trials by jury in all civil cases. Let me add, that a bill
of rights is what the people are entitled to against every
Government on earth, general or particular, and which no
just Government should refuse, or rest on inference.

. The second feature I dislike, and strongly dislike, is
the abandonment, in every instance, of the principle-of
rotation in office, and' most particularly in the case of the
President. Reasonand experience tell us that the first
magistrate will always be re-elected, if he may be re-
elected. He. is then an officer for life. This once ob-
served, it becomes of so much consequence to certain na-
tions to bave a friend or a foe at the head of our affairs,
that they will interfere with money and with arms. A
Galloman or an Angloman will be supported by the na-
tion he befriends. If once elected, and at a second or
third election out-voted by one or two votes, he wiil pre-
tend false votes, foul play, hold possession of the reins
of government, be supported by the States voting for
him, especially if they be the central ones, lyingin a
compact body themselves, and separating their opponents ;
and they will be aided by one nation in Europe, while
the majority are aided by another. The election of a
President of America, some years heace, will be much
more interesting to certain nations of Europe, than ever
the election of a King of Poland was. Reflect on all
the instanees in history, ancient and modern, of the elec-
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tive monarchies, and- say if they do not give foundation
for my fears—the Roman Emperors ; the Popes, while
they were of amy importance ; the German Emperors, till
they became hereditary in practice ; the Kings of Poland,
the Deys of the Ottoman dependencies. It may be said
that if elections are to be attended with these disorders,
the less frequently they are repeated the better. But
experience says, that to free them from disorder, they
must be rendered less interesting by a necessity of change.
No foreign power, nor domestic party, will waste their
blood and money to elect a person who must go out at
the end of a short period. The power of removing every
fourth year by the vote of the people, is a power which
they will not exercise, and, if they were disposed to ex-
ercise ity they would not be permitted. The King of
Poland is removable’ every day by the Diet, but they
never remove him. Nor would Russia, the Emperor,
&c., permit them to do it. Smaller objections are, the
appeals on matters of fact as well as law; and the bind-
ing -all persons, legislative, executive, and judiciary, by
oath, to 'maintain that constitution. - I do not pretend to
decide what would be the best method of procuring the
establishment of the manifold good things in ‘this con-
stitution, and of getting rid of the bad—whether by
adopting it, in hopes of future amendments; or, after
it shall have been only -weighed and canvassed by the
people, after seeing the’ parts they generally dislike, and
those they generally approve, to say to them, “ We see
now what you wish. You are willing to give to your Fed-
eral Government such and such powers, but you wish, at
the same time, to have such and such fundamental rights
secured to you, and certain- sources of convulsion taken
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away. Be it so. Send together, your deputies agais,
Let them establish your fundamental rights by a secro-
sanct declaration, and let them pass the parts of the con-
stitution you have approved. These will give powers
to your Federal Government sufficient for your happi-
ness.”

This.is what might be said, and wpuld probably pro-
duce a speedy, more perfect, and more permanent form
of government. At all events, I hope you. will not be
discouraged from making other trials, if the present one
should fail. 'We are never permitted to degpair of the
Commonwealth. I have thus teld you freely which |
like, and what I dislike, merely as a matter of curiosity;
for I know it is not-in my power to offer matter of infor-
mation to your judgment, which has been formed afier
bearing and weighing every thing, which the. wisdom of
maa could offer on these subjects. . [ own I am not a friend
to a very energetic Government. Itisalways oppressive.
It places the governors, indeed, more at ease, at the ex-
pense of the people. The late rebellion in Massachu~
setts.has given more alarm than I think it should have
done. Calculate that one rebellion in thirteén States, in
the course of eleven yeais, is byt one for each State in a
century and a ball. No country should be as Jong with-
out one. Nor will any degree of power in the bands of
Government prevent insurrection. In England, where the
band of power is. heavier than with us, there are seldom
balf a dozen years without an insurrection. In France,
where it is still heavier, byt less degpotic, as Montesquiou
supposes, than in some other countries, and where shem
are always two or three hundred thousand men ready to
crush. insurrections, there have been three in the cotwse
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of the three years 1 have been "heré; in every one of
which greater numbers were engiged than in Massachu-
setts, and a great deal miore blood spilt. In Turkey,
where the sole nod of the ‘despat is death, insurrectiods
are the events of every day. Compare-again the feros
cious depredations of their insurgents, with the order, the
moderation, aud -the almost self-extinguishment of ours;
and say, finally, whether peace is best preserved by giw:
ing energy to the Government, or information to the peo-
ple. This last is the mast certain and the most legiti-
‘mate engine of Government. Educate and inform - the
whole mass of the people. Euable them to see that it is
their interest to preserve peace and order, and they will
preserve them. And it requires no very high degree of
education 1o convince them of this. . They are the only
sure reliance for the preservation of our liberty. Afteg
all, it is my principle that the will of the majority should
prevail. 1f they approve the proposed constitution in al}
its parts, I shall concur in it cheerfully, in hopes shey will
amead it whenever they shall find it works wrong. = This
teliance cannot deceive us, as long as we remain virtuous ;
and I think we shall be so, as long as agriculture is our
principal object, which wi{jl be the case while there req
main vacant lands in any part of America. When we
get piled upon one another in large cities, 8s in Europs,
we shall become corrupt as in Europe, and ge to eating
one another as they do there. I have tired you by thig .
time with disquisitions which you have already heard re-
peatad by atbers a thousand ‘and a thousand times ; and
therefore shall only add assusances of the esteem and at-
tachment with which I have the honor to be, &c.,

. TH: JEFFERSON.
VoL, 1m1.—23
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P. S. The instability of our Jaws is really an immense
evil. I think it would.be well to provide in our constitu~
tions that there shall always be a twelvemonth between
the engrossing a bill and passing it; that it should then
be offered to its passage without changing a word; and
that if circumstances should be thought to require a
speedier passage, it should take two-thirds of both houses,
instead of a bare majerity. -

. Lt

FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON TO JOHN JAY.

" Paris, December 3f, I787.
Sir, ' ‘
" Since the receipt of the letter of Monsieur de Ca-
!('m;ne, of October the 22d, 1786, I have several times
had the honor of mentioning to you that I was endea-
voring to get the substance of that letter reduced into an
arrét, which, instead of being revocable by a single letter
of a Comptroller General, would require an arrét to
repeal or alter it; and of course must be discussed in
full Council, and so give due time to prevent it. This
has been pressed as much as it could be with prudence.
Oue cause of delay has been, the frequent changes of
the Comptroller General ; as we had always our whole
work to begin again with every new one. Monsieur
Lambert’s continuance in office for some months has
enabled us, at length, to get through the business; and I
have just received from him a letter, and the arrét duly
authenticated ; of which I have the kionor to send you a
number of printed copies. ~ You will find that the seve-
ral alterations and additions are made, which, on my

-
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visit to the. seaports, I had found to be necessary, and
which my letters of June the 21st and August the 6th
particularly mentioned to you. Besides these, we have
obtained some new articles of value, for which openings
arose in the course of the negotiation. I say we have
done it ; because the Marquis de la Fayette has gone
hand in' hand with me through this business, and has
been a most invaluable aid. I take the liberty of making
some observations on the articles of the arrét, severally,
for their explanation, as well as for the’ inforination of
Congress. E
ArrTICLE 1. In the course of our conferences with the
Comptroller General, we liad prevailed on him to pass
this article with a suppression of all 'duty. When he
reported the arrét, however, to the Council, this sup-
pression was objected to, and it was insisted to re-estab-
lish the duties of seven livres and ‘ten sous, and of ten
sous the livre, reserved in the letter of M. de Calonne.
The passage of the arrét was stopped, and the difficulty
communicated to me. I urged every thing I could, in
letters and in conferences, to convince them that whale
oil could bear no duty at all; that if the duty fell
on the consumer, he would choose¢ to buy vegetable
oils ; if on the fisherman, he could no longer live by his
calling, remaining in his own country; and that if he
quit his own country, the circumstances of vicinity,
sameness of language, laws, religion, and manners, and
perhaps the ties of kindred, would draw him to Nova
Scotia, in spite of every encouragement which could be
given at Dunkirk ; and that thus those fishermen would
be. shifted out of a scale friendly to France, into one
always hostile. Nothing, however, could prevail. It
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hung on_this article alone for two months, during which
we risked the total loss of the arrét, on the stability in
office of Monsieur Lambert ; for if he had gone out, his
successor might be less favorable; and if Monsieur
Necker were the successor, we might lose the whole, as
he mever set any store by us, or the connexion with us.
About ten days ago, it became universally believed that
Monsieur Lambert was to go out immediately. I there-
fore declined further insisting on the total suppression, and
desired the arrét might pass, leaving the duties on whale
oil as Monsieur de Calonne had promised them ; but with
. & reservation, which may countenance our bringing on this
mgtter again at a-more fayorable moment.

ArticLe 1. The other fisheries are placed in a sepa-
rate article, because, whatever encouragement we may
hereafter obtain for whale oils, they will not be extended
to those which their own fisheries produce.

ArTicrLE 111 A company had silently, and by unfair

tneans, obtained a monopoly for the making and selling
spermaceti candles ; as soon as we discovered it, we so-
licited its suppression, which is effeeted by .this clause.
~ Awticie 1v. The duty of an eighth per cent. is merely
40 oblige the masters of vesseis to enter their cargoes, for
the information of Government, without inducing them to
attempt to smuggle. .

Artice vi. Tar, pitch, and turpentine, of America,
coming in competition with the sdme articles produced in
the southwestern parts of Fraace, we could obtain no
gredter reduction than two and a half pér cent.  The du-
ties before, were from four to six times that amount.

AxzticLe x. The right' of .entrepbs, given by this
article, is almost the same thing as making all their ports
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free ports for us. The ships are, indeed, subject to be
visited, and the cargoes must be reported in ports of
" entrepot, which aced not be done i in the free ports. But

the comrhunication between the e‘ntrepbt and the country
is not interrupted by continual search of all persoas pass-
ing into the country, which has proved so troublesome to
the inhabitants of our free ports, ‘as that a considerable
proportion of them have wished to give back the .privi-
lege of their freedom. ~ S

ArticLe xur This article gives us the privileges and
advantages of native subjects, in ‘all their possessions in
Asia, and in the scales leading thereto.. This expression
means at present the Isles of France and Bourbon, and
will include the Cape of Good Hope, should any future
events put it into the hands of France. It is with a view
to this that I proposed the expression ; because we were
then in hourly expectation of a war, and it ‘was suspected

“that France would take possession of that place. [t will,

in no case, be considered as including any thing westward
of the Cape of Good Hope. I must observe further, on
this article, that it will only become valuable on the sup-
pression of the East India Company ; because, as long
as their monopoly continues, even native subjects cannot
enter their Asiatic ports for the purposes of commerce.

It is considered, however, as certain, that this comp.’my
will be immediately suppressed. ‘

The article of tobacco could not be introduced info the
arrét, because it was necessary to consider the Farmers
General as parties to that arrangement. It rests, there-
fore, of necessity, ‘on the basis of a letter only. You
will perceive that this is nothing more than a continuation
of the arder of Berni, only leaving the prices unfixed ;
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and, like that, it will require a constant and vexatious at-
tention to have its execution enforced.

The States which have much to-carry, and few carriers,
will observe, perhaps, that the benefits of these regula-
lions are somewhat narrewed, by confining them to articles
brought hitber in French or American bottoms. But
they- will consider that nothing in those instruments
moves from us. The advantages they hold out are all
given by this country to us, and the givers will modify
their gifts as they please. 1 suppose it to be a deter-
mined princi};le of this Caurt, not te soffer our carrying
business, so far as their consumption of our. commodities
extends, to bccame a nursery for British seamen. Nor
would this, perhaps, be advantageous to us, considering
the dispositions of the two nations towards us. The pre-
ference which our shipping will obtain on this account,
may counterpoise the discouragements it experiences
from the dangers of the Barbary States. Nor is the idea
unpleasing, which shows itself in various parts of these
papers, of naturalizing American bottoms, and American
citizens in France and in its foreign possessions. Once
established here, and in their eastern settlements, they
may revolf less at the proposition to extend it to those
westward, They are not yet, however, at that point ; we
must be contented to go towards it a step at a time, and
trust to future events for hastening our progress.

With respect to the alliance between this and the two
Imperial Courts, nothing certain transpires. We are ena-
bled to conjecture its progress only from facts which now
and then show themselves. The following may be con-
sidered as indications of it. 1st. The Emperor has made
an-attempt to surprise Belgrade. The attempt failed,
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byt will serve to plunge him into the war, and to show
that he had assumed the character of mediator only to
eaable himself (o gain some advantage by surprise. 2d.
‘The mediation of France is probably at an end, and their
abandonment of the Turks agreed on ; -because they have
secretly ordered their officers to quit the Turkish service.
This fact is knewn to but few, and not intended:to be
known ; but I think it certain. 8d. To the offer of me-
diation lately made by England and Prussia, the Court of
Petersburg answered, that having declined the mediation
of a friendly power, (France,) she could hot accept that
of two Courts with whose dispositions she had reason
o be dissatisfied. 4th. The States General are said to
have. instracted their Ambassador here, lately, to ask of
M. de Montmorin whether the inquiry had been made,
which they had formerly desired : ¢ by what authority the
Freoeh engioeers bad been placed in the service of Hol-
land ?”  And that he answered that the inquiry had nqt
been made, nor should be made. Though I do aot con-
sider the channel through which 1 get this fact as absor
lutely sure, yet it is so respectable that 1 give eredit to i
myself, 5th. The King of Prussia is withdrawing his
troops from Holland. Should the alliance show. itself, i
would seem that France, thus strengthened, might dic-
tate the re-establishment of the atfairs of Holland in her
owa form ; for it is not conceivable that Prussia would
dare to move, nor that England would alone undertake
such a war, and for such a purpase. She appears, in
deed, triumphant at preseat; but the question is, who will
triumph at last? :

I enclose you a copy of a letter from Mr. Dumas ¢
received one from him myself, wherein he. assures me that
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wo difficulties shall be produced by what he suggesied
relative to his mission to Brussels. The Gazettes of
France and Leyden, to this date, accompany this letter,
which, with the several papers put' wnder your cover, I
shall send to Mr. Limozim, our agent at Havre, to be for-
warded by the Juno, Cape. Jenkins, which sails from that
port for New York on the 3d of January.
"I Have the honor to be, &c., ;
TH: JEFFERSON.

et P Oson—

FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON TO LE COMTE BB“STQRFF,
* MIRISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, GO!BﬂH,éGEK-

Paris, January 21, 1788.
Sir, ' '

I am instructed by the United States of America i
‘Congress assembled to bring again’ under the considera-
tion of his Mgjesty the King of Denmark, and of his

‘Ministers, the case of the three prizes taken from the
( English during the late war, by an American squadron
under the command of Commodore Paul Jonés, put intor
Bergen in distress, there rescued from our possession by
orders from the Court of Denmark, and delivered back
to the English. Dr. Franklin, then Minister Plenipoten-
tiary from the United States at the Court of Versailles,
had ‘the honor of making applications’ to the Coart of
Penmark for a just indemnifieation to the persons inter-
wested, and particularly by a letter of the 22d of Decem-
ber, 1779, a copy of which I have the honor of enclosing
Yor your Excellency. In consequence of this, the sumn
of ten thousand pounds was proposed to him, as an in-
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demnification, through the Baron de Walterstorff, then at
Paris. The departure of both those gentlemen from this
place, soun after, occasioned an intermission in the cor-
respondence on this subject. But the United States con-
tinue to be very sensibly affected by this delivery of their
prizes to Great Britain ; and the more so, as no part of
their conduct had forfeited their claim to those rights of
hospitality which civilized nations: extend to each other.
Not only 4 sense of justice-due to the individuals inter-
ested in those prizes, but also an earnest desire that no
subject of discontent may eheck the cultivation and pro-
gress of that friendship which they wish may subsist and
increase between the two countries, prompts them to re-
mind his Majesty of the transaction in question ; and
they flatter themselves that his Majesty will concur with
them in thinking that, as restitution of the prizes is not
practicable, it is reasonable and just that he should ren-
der, and that they should accept, a compensation equiva-
lent to the value of them. And the ‘same principles of
justice towards the parties, and of amity to the United
States, which influenced the breast of his Majesty to
make, through the Baron de Walterstorff, the proposition
of a particular sum, will surely lead him to restore their
full value, if that were greater, as Is believed, than the
sum proposed. In order ‘to obtain, therefore, a final ar-
rangement of this demand, Congress have authorized me
to depute a special agent to Copenhagen, 1o attend the
pleasure of his Majesty. No agent could be so adequate
to this business as the Commodore. Paul Jones, who com-
manded the squadron which took the prizes. He will,
therefore, have the honor of delivering this letter to your
Excellency, in person ; of giving such information as may
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be material, relative to the whole transaction ; of entey-.
ing into conferences for its.final adjustment; gnd being
himself principally interested, not only in his own right,
but as the natural patron of those who fought under him,
whatever shall be satisfactory to him will have a great
right to that ultimate approbation which Congress have
been pleased to confide to me.

I beg your Excellency to accept the homage of tbat
respect, which your exalted station, talents, and merit im-
press, as well as those sentiments. of. esteem and regard
with which I have the honor te be, &c.,

TH J EFFERSON.

b @ Qe
N

" FROM THOMAS JEF!EBSON TO JOHN JAY.

. . Paris, February 5, 1788.
Sir,

The letter of December 12th, which Mr. Remsen did
me: the favor to write me during your indisposition, has
been duly received ; and I shall be happy to hear that
the cause is removed which deprived me at that moment
of the pleasure of hearing from you. My last were of
the 21st and 31st December. I am afraid that my in-
telhgence may have appeared sometimes to come late to
hand, My letters by the Count de Moustier suffered by
his long delay in Brest by. contrary winds. That, too,
which he - carried of October 27th, was particularly in-
teresting, as it epclosed a notice of the pacification between
France and England. My letter of December 31st, by
Capt. Jenkins, who was to have sailed January 3d, was
detained with his vessel in Havre, by contrary winds, till
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Jaouary 2th., It conveyed the arrét and letter relative
to our commerce, which were iateresting also. On ac-
count of the multitude of falsehoods always current here,
under specious appearances, I am obliged to be slaw of
belief; but whenever a fact worth communicating is so
far authenticated as to be worthy. belief, I never fail to
avail myself of the ﬁrst safe opportumly of .communicat-
ing it to you., e

The last letter on the sub_]ect of tlre brig Absolonia,
from Rhode Island, having re-established the orthography
of the advocate’s name, (Depeuty ‘instead of Depauty, as
the first letter had called him,) I have found him, and de-
livered him the letters, and now enclose an answer from
him to Messrs. Topham, Ross, and Newman. No re-
markable circumstance has happened in the political af-
fairs of Europe since my last. The season permits little
activity between the Turks and Russians. - The Empe-
ror, since the manceuvre to surprise Belgrade, which
failed, has been gathering strength towards that quarter,

but no open act of hostility has yet taken place.  The’

principal Minister here seems immoveably pacific. Their
late loan is filling up, indeed, but with subscriptions only,
not cash ; this comes in slowly, and the payments yet to be
made are less sure than could be wished. I am as sure
they can obtain no money in Holland. The negotiations
with Russia and the Emperor proceed, but they proceed
slowly. The hopes of the Dutch patriots are }ust kept
alive ; their Ambassador does not yet return to “the
Hague. The Prussians are about to withdraw from Hol-
land,. and to be replaced by Hessians in the pay of the
republic. The health of the principal Minister here is
so low, that he does business with nobody but the King
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and Queen and the Ministers.: Much is said dnd believed
of his retiring flom office,'and being succeeded by the
Duke de Chatelet; but I do not believe it, because facts
seem to evince him master of the minds both of the
King and Queen. The bickerings with the Parliament
continue. The edict for the favor of the non-catholics
has at length passed. You will see a éopy of it in the
gazettes, and wonder that so small an effort of common
sense could have excited so much contradietion: A vio-
lent opposition is raised against the. arrét for the encou-
ragement of our commerce, enclosed in.my last. All the
chambers of commerce have remonstrated against it, and
the Ministers are alarmed. The Count de la Luzeme, on
whose friendly dispositions it was supposed, we might rely,
does not wanifest any partialities for-us. The instability
of the laws in this country are such, that no merchant can
venture to make any speculation on the faith of a law.
{ hope, however, that no material alteration will be per-
mitted in the present instance ; therefore, I should think
it better not to alarm our merchants with any doubts
about the continuance of it. Commodore Jones set off
this day for Copenhagen, to settle the demands for prize
money against that Court. I havelately seen a person
just come from Algiers, who knew well all our captives
there. Captain Coffin is dead of a consumption, two
have died of the plague,/and one of the small-pox. He
thinks that since the price given by the Spaniards and
Neapolitans for the redemption of captives, they will
never sell another of any nation for less than from five t6
six hundred sequins. He supposes that, exclusively of
the redemption of our captives, it ‘would have cost us a
million of dollars to make peace when Mr. Lamb arrived
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there. . The Spaniards, Neapalitans, and Portuguese were
then all suing for peace. This has incacased excessive-
ly the pride of those pirates. As soon as mone'y is pro-
vided, I shall set the business of redemption afoot. This
letter goes by past. The gazettes to this day are enclosed.
I have the honor to be, &ec.,
TH : JEFFERSON.

et P Gt
FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON TO JOHN JAY.

Amsterdam, March 13, 1788.
Sir,

Mr. Adams having announced to our bankers here his
abproa,ching departure from Europe, and referred them
to me for counsel on our affairs in their hands, they sent
me a state of them, and of the difficulties which were
pressing at the moment, and impending more seriously
for the month of June. They were urging me, by
almost ‘every post, on this subject. Inthis situation,
information of Mr. Adams’s journey of leave ‘to the .
Hagoe reached me on the day of his arrival there. [
was sensible how important it Was to have the benefitof
his interference, in a department which had been his pe-
culiarly from the beginning, and with all the details of
which he was as intiniately acquainted as I was little so.
1 set out, therefore, in the instant, joined him at the
Hague, and he readily concurred with me in the neces-
sity of our comiong here to confer with our bankers on
the measures which might be proper and practicable.
We. are now engaged on this object, and the result,
together with a full explanation of the difficuliies which
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commanded our attention, shall be the subject of a letter
which 1 shall .do” mysell the honor of writmg you by
Mr. Adams, to be forwarded by Colonel Smith, who
will go in the English packet. 1 avoid further particu-
lars in the present letter, because it is to pass through
the different post offices to Paris ;. it will be forwarded
thence by Mr. Short, whom I bave desired to do himself
the honor of writing to you any occurrences since my
departure, which may be worthy of being communicated,
by the French packet of this month.
T have the honor to. be, &ec.,
TH: JEFFERSON.

——d @ Gt
FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON TO JOHN JAY.

Amsterdam, March 16, 1788.
Sir, .

In a letter of the 13th instant, which I had the honor
of addressing you from this place, I mentioned, in gene-
ral terms, the object of my journey hither, and that I °
should enter into more particular details by the confi-
dential conveyance which would occur. through Mr.
Adams and Colonel Smith. ‘ ‘

The Board of Treasury had, in the month of Decem-
ber, given notice to our banker here, that it was impos-
sible for them to make any remiitances to Europe for the
then ensuing year; and that they must, therefore, rely
altogether on the progress of the late loan. But this
in the mean time, afier being abous one-third filled, bad
ceased to get forward. The bankers, who had been
referred to-me for advice by Mr. Adams, stated their

-
l
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circumstances, and pressed their apprehensions for the
ensuing month of June, when 270,000 ‘florins would be
wanting for interest. In fine, they urged an offer of the
holders of the former bonds, to take all those now re-
maining on hand, provided they might retain out of them
‘the interest on a part of our domestic debt, of which
they had also become the holders ; this would have been
180,000 florins : to this proposition I could not presume
any authority to listen.. Thus pressed between the .
danger of failure on one hand, and an impossible propo-
sition on the other, I heard of Mr. Adams’s being gone
to the Hague, to take leave. His knowledge of the
subject was too intimate to be neglected under the
present difficulty, and it was the last momert in which
we could be availed of it. [ 'set out, therefore, immedi-
ately for the Hague, and we came on to this place
together, in order to see what could be done. Tt was
easier to discover than to remove the caises which ob-
structed the progress of the loan. Our affairs here, like
those of other nations, are in the hands of particular
bankers ; these employ particular brokers, and they have
their particular circle of money-lenders. These money-
lenders, as I have before mentioned, while placing a
part of their money in our foreign loans, had at the
same time employed another part in a joint speculation,
to the amount of 840,000 dollars of our domestic debt.
‘A year’s interest was becoming due on this, and they
wished to avail themselves of our want of money for the
foreign interest, to obtain payment of the domestic. Our
first object was to convince our bankers that there was
fio power on this side the Atlantic which could accede
to this proposition, or give it any countenance. They at
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length, therefore, .but with difficulty, receded from this
ground, and agreed to enter into conferences with the
brokers and lenders, and to use every exertion to clear
the loan from. the ‘embarrassmept in which this specu;
lation had esgaged it. What will be the result of these
conferences, is not yet known. We have hopes, how-
ever, that it is not desperate, because the bankers yes-
terday consented to pay off, and did actually pay off, the
capital of 51,000. florins, which had become due to the
house of Fizeaux & Co. on_the first day.of Jamuary,
which had not yet been paid. We have gone still further.
The Treasury Board gives no hope of remittances till
the new Government can procure them. For that Gov-
ernment to be adopged, its legislature assembled, its sys-
tems of taxation and collection arranged, the money ga;
thered from the people into their treasury, and then re-
mitted to Europe, must enter us considerably into the
year 1790. To secure our credit, then, for the present
year only, is but to put.off the evil day to the nexi.
What remains of the last, even when it shall be filled up,
will little more than clear ys of present demands, as may
be seen by the estimate enclosed. We thought it better,
therefore, to provide at once for. the years.1789 and
1790 also, and thus to place the Government at its ease,
and our credit in security, during that trying interval.
The same estimate -will show that another million
of florins will be necessary to effect this. We stated
this to our bankers, who ‘concurred in our views, and
that to ask the whole sum at once would be better
than to-make demands from time to lime, so small as that
they betray to the money-holders the extreme feebleness
of our resources. Mr. Adams, therefore, has executed
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bonds for another million of florins, which, however, ate
to remain unissued till Congress shall have ratified the
measure; so that the transaction is something or ne-
thing, at their pleasure. We suppose its expediency so
- apparent, as to leave little doubt of its ratification. "In
" this case, much time will have been saved by the execy-
“tion of the bonds at this moment, and the proposition will
‘be presented here' under a more favorable appearancs,
“a¢cording to’ the opinion of the 'banker. Mr. Adams'is
under a necessity of sétting out to-morrow ' morning ; but
I shall stay two or three days longer, to attend to and to
encourage the efforts of the bankers; to judge and to in-
form you whetber they will insure us a safe pasmgo over
_the month of June.

Not having my letters here to turn to, [ am unable to
say whether, in the last I wrote from Paris, I mentioned the
declaration of the Emperor, that he should take a part.in
the war agilust the Turks. This declaration appeared a
little before or a little after that letter—I do not recollect
which. ‘Some trifling hostilities bave taken place be-

“tween them. Thie Court of Versaitles seems to purstie, im-
moveably, its pacific system. And from every appearance
in the country from which I write, we must coaclude ‘thdt

“its tragedy is wound up. The triumph appears complete,

“and tranquillity perfectly established. The numbers who
have emigrated, are dxﬂ'u‘enlly esﬁmated from twenty" o
forty thousand. -

A Hlittle before I left Paris, I received a piece. of intef-
ligence which should be communicated, - leaving-you'to
lay what stress upon it, it may ‘seem to deserve. Iis
authenticity may be surely relied on. At the moment of
the late pacification, Spain had about fifteen ships of the

Vou. 1m1.—24 :
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line really ready for sea. The convention for disarming
did not extend to her, nor did she disarm. This gave
saquietude to the Court of London, and they demanded
an explanation. One was given, which they say is per-
fectly satisfactory. The Russian Minister at Versailles,
-getting 8 knowledge of this, became suspicious on his
.pert. He recollected that Spain, during the ‘war, had
been opposed to the entrance of a Russian fleet into
'the Mediterranean, and concluded, i England was net -
‘the object of the -armament, Russia might be. It is
&nown that that power teans to send a fleet of about
+wonty-foar ships into the Mediterranean this summer.
“He went to the Count .de Montmorin, end expressed
his apprehensions. The Count de Montmorin declared
Ahat the object of Spain, in that armament, was total-
4y different ; that he was sure she would sucteed ; but
that France and Spain were'to be considered as oue,
-and that the former would become guarantee for the
tlatter that she would make no opposition to the Rus-
sian fleet. If neither England nor Russia be the ob-
ject, the question .recurs, who is it for? You know
‘best if our affairs with Spain are in a situation to give
.joulowsy to either of us. I think it very pessible that
the satisfuction of the Court of Loudon may have been
.pretended or premature. It is possible, also, that the
affairs of Spain in South America may require them
0 assume a -threatening appearance. I give you the
faots, however, and you will judge whether they are
ebjects of attention, or of mere curiosity.
*I have the honor to be, &c.,
TH: JEFFERSON.
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P. S. I enclose herewith an extract of a. letter from
the Count de Vergennes to the -French Ambassador st
the Hague, which will make a remarkable chapter in the
history of the late revolution here. It'is not.public, nor

" should be made so by us. Probably those who have been
the victims of it will some day publish it.
TH: JEFFERSON..

—‘-OO.N-—

Extract from thc Count de Vergennes's despatch to the
' Marquzx de Verac, Ambassador Jfrom France at the
Hogue, dated ' ' ‘
15th August, 1736.
“The King will concur, as far as he can, towards the -

success of this matter; and you will request, on his- part,
the patriots to commupicate their views, plans, aed wishes.
You will assure them that the King is equally interested
fot their persons as well as their cause, and that they may
rely on his protection. They may depend npoy this the
more, as we do not pretend to dissemble, Sir, that, if the
.Stadtholder recovers his former influepce, the Eoglish
system will .not fail to prevail, and our alliance become a
mere phantem. The patriots will readily perceive that
snch a circumstance would be. quite incompatible . with
.the dignity as well as the respect of his Majesty. But
in case, Sir, the leaders of the patriots should fear a
.schism, they will have gmple time to bring back such of
their friends as the English party baye perverted, and ar-
,sange matters so that the question whigh is to be again
deliberated be decided agreeably to their wishes. QOn
_this presumption the King authorizes .you ;to gct in cap-
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tert’ with them, to'feNow such directions as they may see
proper to give you, and to employ every means to aug-
ment their number of partisans for ‘the’ good cause. Tt
Yemains for me, Sir, to speak to you concerning the per-
sonal secarity ‘of the patriots.'_‘ You will-assare them that
at all events the King takes them under his immediate pro-
tec¢tion, and you will inform them, whenever it may be
necessary, that his Majesty will consider every attempt
_against their liberty as a personal offence against him.

It is to be presumed that this language, supported with
energy, will impose on the audacity of the English party,
and that the Prince of Nassau will apprehend some dan-
ger by provoking lns Majesw reseniment.”

. @O

' FROM ’OHN JAY “TO THOMAS JEFFERSON.
- Odfice for: Foreign
o NovembgA.ﬂl; lsx187 }
! Deer Sir, h

‘Sineé the date ot my last, which was' the '24th ult.,
‘Congress Has 'been pleased to pass an act, of which the
enclosed is a copy. It contains instructions to you rela-
tive to the demands of the United States against the
‘Court of Denmark.  As they are express and particular,
vemarks upon thern ‘would be unneceésary 1 am per-
'suaded that’ the ‘manner in which this business will be
_ conducted and concluded will evince the propnety of its
Heing committed to your‘discretion: -

* Advices from Georgia represent that’ State as much
distressed- by the ‘Indians. It is’ said ‘ihat the appre-
hensions of-'the "people "aie so-‘greatly - alarmed, that




DIPLOMATIC COBRESPONDENGE- 313

they are even fortifying- Savaonah. There- doubtless is '
reason to fear that their frontier settlements will be .rav-
aged. The Indians are numerous, and they are exasper-
ated, and .will, probably, be put fo no diffieulty on account
of military stores. These embarrassments result fror the
want of a proper Government, to guard good faith, and
punish violations of it.
With very smcere esteem, &c.,
JOHN JAY.

——r0 @ S )
Extroct from the Secret Journal, October 2Bth, 1787.

On molion of Mr. H. Leé, seéogd'ed by Mr. Carring-
ton,

Resalved, That the Minister of the Umted States at
the Court of Versailles be, and he hereby is, authorized
and instructed to represent to his, Danish Majesty that
the United States continue to be very sensibly affected by
the circumstance of his Majesty having caused a number
of their prizes 1o be dehve,red to Great Britain during the
late war; ‘and the more so, as no part of their conduct had
forfeited their claims to the rites of hoqpntallty which
civilized pations extend to each other. -That not only a
sense of the justice due to the mdmduals mterested in
those prizes, but also an earnest desire, that no subject of
discontent iay check the cultivation and progress of that
friendship which they wish may subsist and increase be-
tween the two countries, prompts the United States to re-
mind his Majesty of the transaction in question; and -
they flatter themselves that his Majesty will concur with
them in thinking that, as restitution of the prizes is not
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practicable, it is reasonable and just that he should ren-
der, and that they should accept, a compenséhon equiva-
redt to the value of them.

" That the said Mintter be further authorized and in-
structed finally to settle and conclude the demand of the
United States against his Danish Majesty, on account of
the prizes aforesaid, by such composition' and on such
terms as-may be the best in his power to obtain ; and that
he be directed to retain in his hands all the money so re-
covered, till the further order of Congress.

That the said Minister be, and he is hereby, authorized,
in case hé shall think it proper, to despateh the Chevalier
John Paul Jones, or any other agent, to the Court of
Denmark, with such powers and instructions relative to
the abovementioned negotiation as in his judgment may
be the most conducive to the successful issue thereof R
provided that the ultimate conclusion of the business be
_ riot made by the agént, without the previous approbation
of the said Minister.

" That the person employed shall, for his agency in the
business aforesaid, be allowed 5 per cent. for all expenses
and demands whatever on that account.

Ordered, That the Board of Treasury transmit to the
Minister of the United States at the Court of Versailles
all the necessary documents relative to the prizes deliver-
-+ ed up by Denmark.
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} FROH JOHN. JAY TO THOMAS JE!’FERSON

. New Yok, April 24, 1788,
« Dear Sm ,

Smoe the 3d November kst, l have been hopored
with your favors of the 19ih, 22d, and 24th September;.
8th and 27th October, 3d and Tth November, 21st and
- 31st Decembes, and Sth February last; a)l of which
hawe heen lsid before Congress ; ‘but they bave given me
no ortlers respecting the subjacis of them. ' .

- Fhe.stata-of my heslth was, for a long time, such as
1o oblige me to omit some gopd opportunities of writing
to you fully. - It is not yet. perfectly re-established ;. but-
I am, nevenhelgss, so.far recovered as to have reason to
hope that. the appreaching season will moderate, if not
wholly remove, my remaining compluints. '

Since the rising of the late convention at Philadelpbia,
Congress has done bat little business, and I apprehend
that will comtinue to be the case, while the fate of the
proposed constitution remains undecided. Yoy will per-
ceive, from the public papess, that it has given occasion
to heats and parties in several of the States.

The: late commercial arrangemenys of Fraace, relative
to the United States, will tend to render the connexion be-
tween the two cquntries more intimate. They bear marks
of wisdom and liberality, and cannot fail of being very
acceptable. o is to. be regretted that the ndercantile peo-
ple in France oppose a system which, certainly, is cal-
culated to bind the two nations tegether, sed from which
beth would- eventudlly derive. commmercial, as well as po-.
livical, adwantages.

It appearm w0 me that: France hn ot a sm;le ally in
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Europe, on which she can fully depend ; and it doubtless
would be wise in her to endeavor so to blend her interests
with ours, as, if possible, to render them indissoluble.
This, in my opinion, can only be done by giving us all
the privileges of Frenchmen, end accepting, in return,
all the privileges of Americans. If they could ‘bring
themselves to adopt this idea, their schemes of policy re-
specting us would be greatly simplified ; but the spirit of
moriopoly and exclusion has prevailed in Europe too long
to be done away at once ; and, however enlightened the
present age may appear, when compered with former
ones, yet, whenever ancient prejudices ure touched, we
find that we only have light enough to see our want of
more. Toleration in commerce, like toleration i reli-
glon, gains_ground, it is true; but I am- not sanguine in
my expectations that either will soon take place in their
due extent.

' 1 brave the hooor of bemg, &c.,

' JOHN JAY

et 1 Lan ) 4

FROM' JOHN JAY TO THOMAS JEFFERSON.
Office for Forexvn Aﬂ'am
May 186, 178&
Dear Snr,

- Since the date of my last, viz. %h ult., Bo leuers
from you have arrived, nor .any eweat of importance
occurred, except the aceession of Maryland. to the oum-
ber of the States which have adopted she. proposed ocon-
stitution.  Until that business is concluded; [ agprehend
that our national affairs wit) contimwe. much ot a sued.
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Mr. Berlow will take charge of this, and of a. packgt
of newspapers for you.

. With great and sincere -esteem, &c., .

JOHN JAY.

AN

;--n..o.-—
FROM THOMA§ JEFFERSON TO THE COMMISSIONERS OF
THE TREASURY.

: Paris, February 7, 1788.
Gentlemen, .

Your favors of November the 10th and 13th, and
December the 5th, have been duly received. Commo-
dore Jones left this place for Copenbagen the 5th in-
stapt, to carry into execution the resolution of Congress
of October the 23th. Whatever . moneys that Court
shall be willing to allow, shall be remitted to your bank-
ers, either in Amsterdam or Paris, as shall be found most
beneficial ; allowing previously to be withdrawn Commo-
dore Jones’s proportion, which will. be necessary for his
subsistence. . I desired him to endeavor to prevail on the,
Danish Minister to have the money paid in Amsterdam
or Paris, by their banker in either of these. cities, if they
have one.

Mr. Ast. (Seereuu'y to the Conzulatq) is at L’Onent.
Whether he comes up with the papers, .or sends them,
they shall be received, sealed up, and taken careof. I
will only ask-the favor of you that I may never be de-
sired to break the seals, ynless very important cause for
it should arise.

I bave just received from Mesm. Willinks and Yan
Staphorsts a letter of January.the 3lst, in.which are
these words: ¢ The official communigasion we have of the
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actual situation and prospect of the finances of the United
States, would render such a partial payment as that to
Fizeaux’s house of no avail towards the support of the
public credit, unless effectual measures shall be adopted
to provide funds for the 270,000 florins, interest, that
will be due the Ist of June next; a single day’s retard
in which, would ground a prejudice of long duration.”
They informed me, at the same time, that they have
made to you the following communication: that Mr.
Stanitski, our principal broker, and kolder of thirteen
hundred and forty thousand dollars of certifitates of our
domestic debt,” offers to have our loan of a million
of guilders (of which six hundred and twenty-two
thousand eight hundred and forty are still unfilled) im-
mediately made up, on condition that he may retain
thereout one hundred and eighty thousand guilders,.
being one year’s interest - on his certificates, allowing a
deduction of ten per cent. from his said interest, as a
compensation for his receiving it in Amsterdam instead
of America, and not pretending that this shall give bim
any title to ask any payment of fature interest in
Europe. They observe, that this- will enable them'to
face the demands of Dutch interest till the 1st of Jane,
1789, pay the principal of Figeaux’s debt, and supply
the current expenses of your legation in Europe. On
these points, it is for you to decide. 1 will only take
the liberty to observe, that if they shall receive your
acceptance of the proposition, some days’ credit will still
be to be given for producing the cash ; and that this must
be produced fifteen days before it is wanting, because
that much previous notice is always given to the credi-
tors that their money is ready. - It is, therefore, but
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three months from this day before your answer should be
in Amsterdam. It might answer a useful purpose, also,
could I receive a communication of that answer ten days
éarlier than they. - The same stagnation attending our
passage from the old to the new form of government,
. which stops the feeble ¢hannel of money hitherto flowing
towards our treasury, has suspended, also, what foreign
credit we had ; so that, at this moment, we may counsider
the progress of our ldan as stopped. Though much an
enemy to the system of borrowing, yet I feel strongly
the necessity of preserving the power to borrow. With-
out this, we might be overwhelmed by another nation,
merely by the force of its credit. However, you can
best judge whether the payment of a single year’s in-
terest on Stanitski’s certificates, in Europe, instead of
America,' may be more injurious to us than the shock of
our credit in Amsterdam, which may be produced by a
failure to pay our interest.

T have only to offer any services which I can render in
this business, either here, or by going to Holland, at a
moment’s warning, if that should be necessary.

" T have the honor to be, Xc.,
TH: JEFFERSON.

@ @ Qv

" 'FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON TG JOHN ADAMS,
: " Paris, March 2, 1788—Sunday.

Dear Sir, '

I received this day a letter from Mrs. Adams, of the
26th ultimo, informing me you would set out on the 29th
for the Hague. . Our affairs at Amsterdam press on my
mind like'a mountain. I have no mformation to go on,
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but that of Willinks and Van Staphorsts, and, according
to that, something seems necessary to be done. I am so
anxious to confer with you on this subject, and to see you
and them together, and get some effectual arrangement
made in time, that [-determine to meet you at the Hagwe.
I will set out the momeat some repairs are made to my
carriage ; it is promised me at three o’clock to-morrow ;
but probably they will make it night, and that I may not
set out till Tuesdey morning. In that case, I shall be at
the Hague on Friday night ; in the mean time, you will
perhaps have made all your bows there. I am sensible

+ how irksome this must be to you, in the moment of your
departure. , But it is a great interest of the United States
which is at stake, aad I am sure you will sacrifice to that
your feelings and your interest. 1 hope to shake you by
the hand within. twenty-four hours after you receive this ;
and, in the mean time,

I am, with much esteem, &c o
TH: JEFFERSON.

——) O Q) Otessne ’

FROM JOHN JAY. TO THOMAS JEFFERSON.

- Office for Foreign Affairs,
June 9, 1788.

Dear Sir,

Since the date of my last, viz: the 16th plt., I bave been
honored with yours of. the 13th and 16th March, with the
_papers which were enclosed in the last. They were im-
mediately communicated- to Congress, and the latter re-
ferred to a committee, who not.having as yet reported, it
is. not in my power to-say what Congress may probably
think proper to do or order relaive to the subject of it.
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You will herewith receive two letters from Congress
to his most Christian Majesty, together with copies of
them for your information. You will &lso find enclosed,
copies, from No. 1 to 20 inclusive, of papers respecting
the claims of Frnncls Cazeau, which it is deemed ex-
pedient to transmit, in consequence’ of the information
communicated in Mr. Short’s letter to me of the 18th
March last. Copies of an act of Congress of the 2d
June instant, respecting De la Lande and Fynje; and of
an act of the 3d instant, forming Kentucky into an ln-
dependent State, will likewise be enclosed.

By the newspapers, herewith sent, you will perceive
that South Carolina has adopted the proposed constitu-
tion. The convention of this State will convene on
Tuesday, at Poughkeepsie ; and as this city and county
have elected me one of their deputies to it, I shall be ab-
sent from hence until it rises. There is reason to believe
that the majority of this convention are decidedly op-
posed to the constitution ; so that whether they will ven-
ture to reject it, or whether they will adjourn and post-
pone a decision oa 1, is uncertain. ‘

Accounts from Virginia and New Hampshire render
it probable that those Statés will adopt it ; and, if so, it
may be presumed that North Carolina, and even this
State, will follow the example.

Being exceedingly engaged in despatching a variety of
matters preparatory to my going out of town, I must
postpone the pleasure of writing to Mr. Short by this
opportunity.

With great and sincere esteem and regard, I am, &c.,
JOHN JAY.
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FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON TO C. W. F. DUMAS.

. Amsterdam, March 29, 1788.
Sir, \

T have now to acknowledge the receipt of your favors
of the 14th, 15th, and 23d instant. 1 would have pre-
ferred doing it in person, but the season, and the desire of
seeing what I have not yet seen, invite me tq take the
route of the Rhine. I shall leave this place to-morrow
morning, and probably not reach Paris till the latter end
of April. Tn the moment we were to have conferred on
the subject of paying the arrears due to you, a letter of
the 20th of February, from the Board of Treasury, was
recenved forbidding the application of money to any pur-
pose, (except our. current claims,) till the June interest
should be actually in hand. Being by the letter tied up
from giving an order in your favor, I return you the letter
you had written to Mr. Jay, on the supposition that the
order for your arrears was given. It has been suggested,
however, that if you could receive bonds of the loan, you
could make them answer your purpose ; and the commis-
sioners say, this would in nowise interfere with the views
of the Treasury. Board, nor the provision for the June io-
terest. 1 have, therefore, recommended to them, in writ-
ing, to give you bonds to the amount of your balance, if
you choose to take. them rather than to wait. I wish this
may answer your purpose. I remember that in the con-
versation which 1 had the honor of having with you on
the evening I' was at the Hague, you said that your ene-
mies had endeavored to have it believed that Congress
would abandon you, and withdraw your appointments.
An enemy generally says and believes what he wishes,
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and your enemies,: particularly, are not those who are
most in the councils of Congress, nor the best qualified
to tell what Congress will do. From the evidences you
have received of their approbation, and from their well-
known steadiness and justice, you must be assured of a
continuance of their favor, were they to continue under
the present form. Nor do I see any thing in the new
Government which threatens us with less firmness. The
Senate, who will make and remove their foreign officers
iust, from its coostitution, be a wise and steady body.
Nor would a new Government begin its administration by
discarding old servants—servants who have put all to the
risk, and when the risk was great to obtain that freedom
and security under which themselves will be what they
shall be. Upon the whole, my dear Sir, tranquillize
yourself and your family on this subject. All the evi-
dence which exists. as yet authorizes you to do this ; nor
can I foresee any cause of disquiet in future. That none
may arise, that.yourself and family may enjoy health, hap-
piness, and the continued approbation of those by whom
you wish most to be approved, is the sincere wish of
him who has the honor to be, &c.,

TH: JEFFERSON.

et @@ Sno

FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON TO THE COMMISSIONERS OF
THE TREASURY.
Amsterdam, March 29, 1788.

, Gentlemen, .
* * * » » » »

I cannot close my letter without some observations on the
transfer of our domestic debt to foreigners. This eir-

~
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cumstance, and the failure to pay off Frzeaux’s loan, were
)the sole cause of the stagnation of our late loan ;" for,
“ otherwise, ‘our credit would have stood on ore hopéful
“grounds than herétofore. There was a condition in the
last toan, that the lenders furnishing one-third bf the
" money, the remaining two-thirds of the bonds should re-
main eighteen months unsold, and at their option to take
or not, and that in the mean time the same bankers
‘should open'no other loan for us. These same lenders
" became purchasers of our domestic debt, and they were
disposed to avail themselves of the power they had thus
acquired over us as to our foreign demands, to make us
“pay the domestic one.- Should' the present necessities
have obliged you to comply with their proposition for the
present year; I should ‘be of opinion it ought to be the
last instance. If the transfer of these debts to Europe
meet with any encouragement from us, we can no more
borrow mouey here, let our necessities be what they will.
“For who will give minety-six per cent. for the foreign ob-
" ligations of the sdme nation, whose domestic ones can be
" bought at the same market for fifty-five per cent. ? ‘the
former, too, bearing an interest of only five per cent.,
while the ldtter yields six. If any discouragements can
be honestly thrown on this transfer, it would seem ad-
visable, in order to keep the domestic debt at home. It
would be a very effectual one, if, instead of the title ex-
isting in our Treasury books alone, it was made to exist in
loose papers, as our loan-office debts do. The European
holder would then be obliged to risk the title-paper of
his capital, as well as his interest, in the hand of his
- agent in America, whenever the interest was to be de-
manded ; whereas, at present, he trusts him with the in-
terest only. ‘This single circumstance would put a total
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stop to all future sales of domestic' debt at this market.
Whether this, or any other obstruction, ean or should
be thrown in the way of these operations, is mot for me
to decide ; but I have thought the subject wotthy your
consideration. :
I have the honor to be &:c., :
TH: JEFFERSON

B —t® @ S
" FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON TO JOHN JAY.

Paris, May 4, 1788.
Sll', X

I bad the honor pf addressmg you in two letters of the.
13th ‘and 16th of - March, from Amsterdam, and have
since received Mr. Remsen’s, of February 20th. 1
staid at. Amsterdam about ten pr twelve days afier the
departure of Mr. Adams, in hopes of seeing the million-
of the last year filled up. This, however, conld not be
accomplished on the spot, but the prospect was so good
as to have dissipated all fear; and since my return hers,
I learn (not officially from our bankers, but: through. ®-
good chanael) that they have received over four huadred
thousand florins, since the date of the statement I sens
you in my letter of March 16th; and I presume we need
not fear the completion of that loan, which shalt provide
for all our purposes of the year.1788, as stated in thx
paper. 1 hope, therefore, to receive from the Tressuty
orders in conformity thereto, that I may be- able«o pro-
ceed to the redemption of our captives. The provision
for the purposes of the years 1789 and 1790, as stated:
in the same paper, will depead on e ratification by

' Vou. m.—25
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Congress of Mr. Adams's bonds of this year for anvther.
million of florins. But there arises a new call from this
Government, . for its interest at least. ‘Their silence,
hitherto, bas made-it to be believed, in general, that. they
consented to the non-payment of our interest to them,
in order to accommodate us. You will perceive in the
fifteenth and. sixteenth pages of the compte rendu,
which 1 have the honor to send you, that they call for
the interest, and will publish it, whether it be paid or
not; and by number twenty-five, page eighty-one, that
they count on its regular receipt, for the purposes of the
year.  These calls for the 1st day of January, 1789, and
1790, will amount te about a million and a ball of
florins more ; and, if to be raised by loan, it must be for
two millions, as well to cover the expenses of the loan,
as that loans are not ‘opened for fractions of millions.
This publication seems to remder a provision for this im-
terest as necessary as for that of Amsterdam.

I had taken measures to bave it believed at Algiers
that our Government withdrew its attention from our
captives there. This was to p{'epare their captors for
the ransoming them at a reasonable price. [ find, how-
ever, that Captain O'Bryen is apprized that I'have re-
ceived some authority on this subject. He writes me a
cruel letter, supposing me the obstacle to their redemp-
tion. - Their own interest reqmres that I should leave
‘em to think thus hardly of me. Were the views of
Govement communicated to them, they could not keep
their o secret, and such a price would be demanded
for them a: Congress probably would think ought not
10 be given, lest it should be the cause of involving thou-
sands of others of their eitizens in the same condition.




DIFLOMATIC CORRESPONDENCE. 387

'The moment I have money, the business shall be set in
motion. . ,

By a letter from Josepli Chiappe, our agent at Moga-
dore, I am notified of a declaration of the Emperor of!
Morocco, that if the States General of the United Ne-f
therlands do not, before the month &f ‘May, send him
an Ambassador, to let him know whether it is war or'
peace between them, he will send one to them with
five frigates; and that if their dispositions be unfavorable,
these frigates shall proceed to America, to make prizes
on the Dutch, and to sell them there. "It seems to de-
pend on the Dutch, therefore, whether the Barbary
powers shall learn the way to our coast, and whether we
shall have to decide ‘the question of the legality of’
selling in our ports vessels taken from them.

I bad informed you in a former letter of the declara-.
tion made by the Court of Spain to that of London, re-.
lative to its naval armament, and also of the declaration’
of the Count de Montmorin to the Russian Minister here, '
on the same subject. I have good information that the
Court of Spain has itself made a similar and formal de-
claration to the Minister of Russia at Madrid; so that
Russia is satisfied she is not the object. I doubt whether
the English are equally satisfied as to themselves. The"
season bas hitherto prevented any remarkable operations
between the Turks and the two Empires. The war,
however, will probably go on, and the season now admits
of more important events. The Empress has engaged’
Commodoré Paul Jones in her service. He is to have ’
the rank of Rear-Admiral, with a separate command ; and _
it is understood that he is in no case to be commanded. -
He will probably be opposed to the Captain Pacha on '
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the Black Sea. He received this invitation at Copenhs-
gen; and as the season for commencing the campaign
- was too near to admit time for him to ask and await the
permission of Congress, be accepted the offer, only stipu-
lating that he should be always free to return to the o~
delfs of Congress whenever called for, and that he should
in no case be expected to bear arms against France. He
conceived that the experience he should gain would
enable him to be more useful to the United States, should
they ever have occasion for bim. It has been understood
that Congress bpd had it in contemplation to give him
the grade of Rear-Admiral from the date of the action
of the Serapis, and it is supposed that such a. mark of
their gpprobation would have a favorable influence on
his fortune in the North. Copies of the letters which
passed between him and the. Danish Minister are here-
with transmisted. I shall immediately rapresent to Count
Bernstorff that the demand for our prizes can have mo
connexion with a treaty of commerce ; that there is no
reuon why the claims of our seamen should await so dis-
tant and uncertain an event ; and press the settlement of
this claim.

This country still pursues its line of peace. The Min-
istry seem now all united in it; some, from a belief of
their inability to carry on a war ; others, from a desire to
arrange their internal affairs, and improve their constitu-
tion, The differences between the Kiog and Parliament
threaten a serious issue ; many symptoms indicate tha¢
the Government has in coutemplation some act of high-
handed authority. An extra sumber of printers have for
several days been employed ; the apartment wherein they
are at work being surrounded by a body of guards, who
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permit nobady to come out or go in. The commanders of
the provinces, civil and military, have been ordered to be
at their stations on a certain day of the ensuing week.
They are accordingly gone, so that the will of the King
is probably to be announced through the whole kingdom
on thesame day. The Parliament of Paris, apprehend-
ing that some innovation is to be attempted, which may
take from them the opportunity of deciding on it after
it shall be made known, came last night to the resolution
of which I have the honor to enclose a manuscript copy.
This you will perceive to be, in effect, a declaration of
rights. | am obliged to close here the present letter, lest
I should miss the opportunity of conveyingitby a passen-
ger who is to call for it. Should the delay of the packet
admit any continuation of these details; they shall be the
i;ubject of another letter, to be forwarded by post. The
Gazettes of Leyden and France accompany this.
I have the honor to be, &ec.,
TH: JEFFERSON.

@ @ Ot

Translation.

Debt of the United States, comprehended in the fo”owing
charges :

1. A loan of eighteen millions, reimbursable in twelvé
. years, reckoning from 1787, at the -rate of fifteen hun-
dredvthousand livres per annum, with interest at five pet
cent. :

2. A loan of ten millions, made in Holland, reimbursa-
ble in ten years, at the rate of one millien per annum,
reckoning from 1787, with 'interest at four per cent.
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3. A loan of six millions, reimbursable in six years,
at the rate of one million' per annum, reckoning from
1787, with interest of five per cent.

'Progrcsswn of the payment of arrearagws and reimburse-

ments of the capztal

‘Yearsof re-| Capitals of the | Interest of said | General total per
- imburse- | three charges, ac- | capitals, accord- - annum.
ment. | cording to the fix- | ing tothe fixed pe-
ed periods. riods:
' Livres. Livres. Livres.
1787 2,500,000 1,600,000 4,100,000
1788 2,500,000 1,485,0C0 3,985,000
1789 2,500,000 1,370,000 3,870,000
1790 2,500,000 1,255,000 3,755,000
1791 2,500,000 1,140,000 3,640,000
© 1793 2,500 1,025,000 3,525,000
1793 2,500,000 910,000 3,410,000
1794 |- 2,500,000 795,000 3,295,000
1795 2,500,000 680,000 3,180,000
1796 2,500,000 565,000 " 3,065,080
1797 2,600,000 |- . 450,000 2,950,000
1798 2,500,000 325,000 2,825,000
1799 1,000,000 200,000 ,200,000
1800 1,000,600 150,000 1,150,000
1801 1,000,000 100,000 1,100,000
1802 1 000 1000 50,000 1,050,000
Livres 34,000,000 12,100,000 46,100,000

Seen and verified by desire, and in execution of the
arrét of Council of the 15th February, 1788, by us, the
commissaries appointed by the said arrét, and acknow-
ledged conformnable to the contract passed between the
King and the thisteen United States of North America,
the 26th February, 1783.

At Paris, this 15th March, 1788.

SAINT ARMAND,
. . BARON DE SALVERTE,.
. . DIDELOT.
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The ficst reimbursement was to have taken place in
1787; it has not yet been made; until this was done, it
was thought proper only to carry into the receipts the
interest of the advances made to the United States of
‘America. ‘

This interest amounts to 1,600,000 livres; an account
will be annually rendered of what shall have been paid,
as well in capital as interest..

Objects of receipts. Products. |Deductions.| Nett remains in
- the Royal Trea-
sury.

Debt of the U. 8.

No.25 of America

1,600,800

) L
FROM JOHN PAUL JONES TO COUNT DE BERNSTORFF.

Copenhagen, March 24, 1788.
Sir, . ‘

From the act* of Congress I had the honor to show
your Excellency the 24th of this month, as well as
feom the conversation which followed, you must be con-
vineed that circumstances' do not permit me to remain
here ; but that I am under a necessity either to return to
Franee, or to proceed to Russia. As the Minister of the
United States at Paris gave me the perusal of the
packet he- wrote by me, and which 1 had the honor to
present to you on my.arrival here, it is needless to go

* An act presenting hfm with a gold medal.
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iato any detail on the object. of my mission to this Coun,
which Mr. Jefferson has particularly explained. . The
promise you.have given me of a prewpt and. explicit
decision from this Court, on the act of Congress of the
25th October last, inspires me with full confidence. I -
have been very particular in communicating to the United
States sll the polite attentions with which I have been
honored at this Court, and they will learn with great
pleasure the kind reception I had from you. I felicitate
myself on ‘being the instrument to settle the delicate
national business in question, with a Minister who con-
ciliates the views of a wise statesman with the noble sen-
timents and cultivated mind of -the . true, philosopher and
man of letters. :
1 have the honor to be, &c.,

' PAUL JONES.

Ry Y-
FROM JOHN PAUL JONES TO COUNT DE BERNSTORFF.

. oo Copenkagen, March 30, 1788.

- S, .

Your silence on the subject of my mission from .the
United States to this Court leaves me in the most
painful suspense ; the more s0, as I have made your
Excellency a¢quainted with the promise I am undet
to proceed as soon as possible to St. Petersburg.  This
being thie ninth year since. the three prizes reclaimed by
the United States were seized upon in the. port of Bey-
- gen, in Norway, it is to be presumed that this Court has
long since taken an ultimate resolution respecting the
compensation demanded by Congress.
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Though I am extremely sensible of the favorable re-
ception with which ‘1 have been distinguished at this
Court, and am particularly flattered by the polite atten-
tion with which you have honored me st every confer-
ence, yet I have remarked, with great concern, that you
have never led the conversation to the object of my mis-
sion here. A man of your liberal sentiments will not,
therefore, be surprised or offended at my plain dealing,
when I repeat, that I impatiently expect a prompt and
categorical answer, in writing, from this Ceurt, to the act
of Congress of the 25th of October last. Both my duty,
and the circumstances of my situation, constrain me te
make this demand in the name of my Sovereign,. the
United States ; but I beseech you to believe that, though
I am extremely tenacious of the honor of the American
flag, yet, my personal interest in the decision I now ask
would never have induced me to present myself at this
Court. You are too just, Sir, ta delay my business here,
which would put me under the necessity to break the
promise I have made to her Imperial Majesty, conforma-
ble to your advice.

I have the honor to be, &c.
' PAUL JONES.

e 1 L

FROM JOHN PAUL JONES TO THE COUNT DE BERNSTORFF.
Gopenhagen, April 5, 1788.
Sir, - ' '
I pray your excellency to inform me when I.can have
the homor to wait on you, to receive the letter you have
beee kind enough' to pramise. to write to me, io answer to

.
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the act of Congress of: 25th Octaber last As you have
told me that my want of plenipotentiary. powers to ter-
minate ultimately the business now on the carpet be-
tween this Court and the United States has determioed
you to authorize the Baron de Blome to negotiate asd
settle the same with ‘Mr.-Jefferson at Paris, and to con-
clude, at the same time, an advantageous treaty of com-
merce between Denmark and the United States, my
business here will, of course, be at an end, when I sball
have received your letter,and paid you my thanks in per-
son for the very polite attentions with which you have
‘honored me. :
‘I have the honor to be, &c.,

' PAUL JONES.

0 ® o

[N. B. After the above letter had been delivered to
the Minister, the subsequent answer was received from
his Excelleacy.] '

FROM THE COUNT DE BERNSTORFF TO JOHN PAUL JONES.
" Translation.
Sir, ,

‘You have requested me to' answer the letter which you
did me the honer to deliver, on the part of Mr. Jefferson,
Minister Plenipotentiary of the United States to his most
Christian Majesty ; I do this with so much the more
pleasure, inasmuch as you have ‘inspired me with confi-
dence, and an equal regard for yeur interest, and as this
opportunity appears very fortunate and favorable to deli-
ver.the sentiments ‘of the King, my master, concerniog
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certain points which we consider as very important. No-
thing can be more distant {rom the plan and wishes of his .
Majesty than the intentions of abandoning a negotiation,
which bas only been suspended by a train of circumstances
naturally brought on through the necessity of allowing
‘anew situation to be matured of obtaining information
concerning reciprocal interests, and of avoiding the
inconveniences of a precipitate and imperfect arrange-
ment. I am authorized Sir, to give you, and through you
to Mr. Jefferson, the King’s word, that his Majesty will
renew the negotiation for a treaty of amity and com-
merce, and that in the forms already agreed on,.as soon
-as the new constitution (that admirable plan so becom-
ing the wisdom of the most enlightened men) shall be
adopted by a State which requires nothmv but that to
secure it perfeet respect.

I it has not been possible, Sll‘, to discuss with you de-
finitively neither the principal nor secondary objects, the
idea of eluding the question or delaying the decision was
the last reason. I have already bhad the honor of inform=-
ing you, in our conversation, that a want of full powers
from Congress themselves occasions a natural and invinci-
ble objection. It would, moreover, be improper, and con-
trary to all received usages, to change the place of a ne-
gotiation, which, without being broken, has only been sus-
pended, and to transfer it from Paris to Copenhagen. -

I have but one request to make of you, Sir, which is,
that you will be pleased to become. the interpreter of our
sentiments respecting the United States of America. It
would be very agreeable to me to hope that which I have
said to you on this subject has carried with it that con-
viction, which the truth. of what I have advanced merits.
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Woe ardently desire to form with them a solid and use-
ful connexion ; we wish to establish it ona natural and a cer-
tain basis. The momentary clouds, the uncertamty, which
the misforwune of the times brought with them, no longer
exist. They are no more to be recollected, but as they
may serve to show more sensibly the blessings of a more
happy epoch, and to testify the eagerness of evincing the
most. proper dispositions to reunite and procure recipro-
cally those advantages, whicha sincere -alliance may af-
ford, and of which the two countries are - susceptible.
These are the dispositions which I'can promise you, Sir,
on our part ; ‘we flatter Gurselves to find them the same
in America, when nothing shall retard the conclusion of
ah arrangement which I wish to consider as already far
advanced. ‘ s '

Allow me to repeat again the assurances of the perfect
and distinguished respect with which

' I have the honor to be, &ec.,
BERNSTORFF.

et @@ Gty
FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON TO JOHﬁ JAY.

Paris, May 23, 1788.
Sir,- .

When I wrote my letter of the 4th instant, I had no
reason to doubt that a packet would have sailed on the
10th, according to the established order. The passen-
gers had all, except dne, gone down to Havre, in this
expectation. None, however, has sailed, end . perhaps
none will sail, as I think the suppression of the packets
i one of the economies in contemplation.  An Ameri-
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can merchant, concerned in the commerce of whale oil,
proposes to Government to despatch his ships from Havre
and Boston, at stated periods, and to take on board the
French courier and mail; and the proposition has been
well enough received. I avail myself of a merchant
vessel going.from Havre, to write the present.

In my leuer of the 4th, I stated to you the symp-
toms which indicated that Government had some great
stroke of authority in contemplation.” That night they
sent guards to seize M. d’Epremesni] .and M. Goislard,
two members of Parliament, in their houses. They
escaped, and took refugein the palais, (or Parliament-
house ;) the Parliament assembled .itself extraordinarily,
summoned the Dukes and Peers specially, and came to
the resolution of the 5th, which they sent to Versailles
by deputies, determined not to leave the palace until
they received an answer. In the course of that night,
a battalion of guards surrounded the house ; the two
members were taken by the officer from among their
fellows, and sent off to prison—the one to Lyons, the
other, (d’Epremesnil,) the most obnoxious, to an island
in the Mediterranean. The Parliament then separated.
On the 8th, a bed of justice was held at Versailles,
wherein were enregistered -the - six ordinances which had
been passed in Council on the 1st of May, and which I
now send you. They were, in like manner, registered
in beds of justice, on the same day, nearly in all the
Parliaments of the kingdom. By these ordipances, 1st.
The criminal law is reformed, by abolishing examination.
on the sellette, which, like our holding up the hand at
the bar, remained a stigma on the party, though inno-
cent ; by substituting an oath, iostead of torture, on the
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question préalable, which is used after condemnation,
to make the prisoner discover his accomplices:; (the tor-
ture ‘abolished in 1780, was on the guestion prépara-
toire, previous to judgment, in order to make the prison-
er accuse himself;) by allowing counsel to the prisoner
for his defence ; obliging the judges to specily, in their
judgments, the offence for which they are condemned ;
and respiting execution a month, except in’ the case of
sedition. This reformation is unquestionably good, and
within the ordinary legislativé powers -of the Crown.
That it should remain to be made at this day, proves
that the Monarch is the last person in his kingdom who
yields to the progress of philanthropy and civilization.
2d. The organization of the whole judiciary department
is changed, by the institution of subordinate jurisdic-
tion, the taking from the Parliaments the cognizance
of all causes of less value than twenty thousand livres,
reducing the numbers to about a fourth, and suppress-
ing @ number of special courts. Even this would be a
great improvement, if it did not imply that the King
is the only person in the nation who has any rights
or any power.” 3d. The right of registering the laws
is taken from the Parliament, and transferred to a ple-
nary court, created by the- King. This last is the
‘measure most obnoxious to' all persons. Though the
members are to be for life, yet the great proportion of
them are- from descriptions of men always candidates for
the royal favor in other lines. As yet, the general con-
sternation is not yet sufficiently passed over, to say
whether the matter will end here. 1 send you some pa-
pers, which indicate symptoms of resistance. These are
the resolution of the Noblesse of Brittany, the declera-




DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENCE. 399

tion of the Advocate General of Provence, which is said
to express the spirit of that province, and the arrét of
the chatelet, which is the lustings -court of the city
of Paris. Their refusal to act under the new character
assigned them, and the suspension of their principal func-
tions, are very embarrassing. The clamors this will excite,
and the disorders it may admit, will be loud and near to
the royal ear and person. The parliamentary fragments
permitted to remain, have already, some of them, refused,
and probably all will refuse, to act under that form. The
Assembly of the Clergy, which happens to- be sitting,
have addressed the King to call the States General im-
mediately. Of the Dukes and Peers, (thirty-eight in
number, ) -nearly half are either minors or superannuated ;
two-thirds of the acting half seem disposed 10 avoid
taking a part; the rest, about eight or nine, have re-
fused, by letters to the King, to act in the new courts,
A proposition, executed among the Dukes and Peers, to
assemble and address the King for a modification of the
plenary court, seems to show that the Government would
be willing to compromise on that head. It has been pre-
vented by the Dukes and Peers in opposition, because
they suppose that no modification to be made by the Gov-
ernment will give to that body the form they desire,
which is that of a representation of the nation. They
will aim, therefore, at an immediate call of the States
General. They foresee that if the Government is forced
to this, they will cal them, as nearly as they can, in the
ancient forms; in which case, less'good will be expected
from them. But they hope. they may be got to concur
i a declaration of rights, at least ; so that the nation may
be acknowledged to have some fundamental rights not
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alterable by their -ordinary legislatare, and that this may
form a groundwork for future improvements.: These
seem to be the views of the most enlightened and disin-
terested characters of the opposition. But they may be
frustrated by the nation’s making no say at all, or by a
" hasty and premature appeal to arms.. There is neither
head nor body in the nation to promise a suecessful ap-
position to two hundred thousand- regular troops. Some
think the army could not be depended on by the Gevern-
went; but the breaking men to military discipline, is
breakipg their spirits to principles of passive obedience.
A firin but quiet opposition will be most likely to sac-
ceed. Whatever wrn this crisis takes, a revolution in
their constitution seems inevitable, unless foreign war
supervene to suspend the present contest ; and a foreign
war they will avoid if possible, from an inability to get
money. ‘The loan of one hundred and twenty millions
“of the present year is filled up by such subscriptions as
may be relied on. But that of eighty millions, proposed
for the next year, cannot be filled up ia the actual sitna-
tion of things. a ’

The Austrians-have been.successful in an attack vpoe
Schabatz, intended as a preliminary to that of Belgrade.
In that on Dubitza, another town in the neighborhood of
Belgrade, they have been repulsed, and, as is suspected,
with considerable loss.” It is still supposed the Russian
fleet will go ioto. the Mediterranean, though it will be
much retarded by the refusal of the English Goverament
t0 permit its sailors to engage in the voyage. Sweden
aod Denmark are orming from eight totwelve ships of
the live, each. The English and Dutch treaty you will.
find in the Leyden Gezettes of May 9th and 13th ; that
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between Englind and Prussia is supposed to be stationa-
ry. Monsieur de St. Priest, the Ambassader from this
Court to the Hague, is either gone, ‘or on the point of
going. The Emperor of - Morocco has declared war
against England. T enclose you his orders in our favor
on that occasion. England sends a squadron to the
Mediterranean for the protection of her commerce, and
she ‘is reinforcing her possessions in the two Indies.
France is expecting the arrival of an embassy from
Tippoo Saib, is sending some regiments to the East Indies,
and a fleét of evolution into the Atlantic. Seven ships
of the line, and several frigates, sailed from Cadiz on the
22d April; destined to perform evolutions off the West-
ern Islands, as the Spaniards.say, but really to their
American possessions, as is suspected. Thus the several
powers are by little and little taking the position of war,
without any immediate intention of waging it. But that
the present ill-bumor mll finally end in’ war, is doubted
by nobady.

In my letter of February 5th, I had the honor of in-
forming you of the discontent produced by our arrét o
December 29th, among the merchants of this coun*y,
and the deputations from the chambers of commete to
the Minister on that subject. - The arficles atiacted were
the.privileges on. the sale of our.ships, and e entrepdt
for codfish. . The former | knew to br valuable; the
latter I supposed not'so ; because, ¢-fing the whole of
the time e have had four frea pors in this kingdom, we
have never used: them for the. «ouggling of fish. I con-
cluded, therefore, the potts ~ entrepdt would not be used
for that purpose, I ~w the. Minister would sacrifice
something to-quiet t¥e merchants, and was glad to save

VoL. us.—26
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the valuable article relative ‘to aur ships, by dbandoning
the useless one for our eodfish. It was settled, therefore,
in our conférences, that an’ar#ét should be passed, abridg-
ing the former one only as' to the entrepdt of codfish. I
was in Holland when the arrét came out, and did not get
a copy of it till yesterday. :Surprised to find that:fish eil
was thereby excluded from the entrepdé, I have been to-
day to make some inquiry into the cause, and, from what
1 .can learn, conclude it must have been a mere error-in
the clerk who framed the arrét, snd it escaped attentior
on its passage. 'The entrepdt of whale oil was not ob-
jected to by a single deputy at the conferences, and the
excluding it is contrary ta the spirit. of ‘en¢ouragémient
the Ministers bave shown a disposition 'to give. I trust,
therefore, I may get it altered on .the  first occasion
which occurs, and I believe ene will soon ocour. In the
mean time, we-da not siore a single drop for re-exporta-
tion, as all which comes here is needed for the consymp-
tion of this country ; which will alone, according to ap-
- pearances, become so considerable as to require all we
n produce. . . - S : .

a letter of the 8th. instant from our:bankers, I learn
had disposed of bonds enough to pay our Jure
mterest, \qd to replace the tempotary advances made by
M. Grand,qd from a fond placed hese: by the.State of
Virginia: 'I.Mge desired them accordingly to ‘teplace
'(bgse moueys,".wlmq hed been lent for the moment only,
and in confidence of damediate repayment. : They add,
that the payment of the Sypé interest, and the news from
America, will, as.they, trust,\qable thém to place the re-
waining bands-of the last year'swillion, - I suppose; in-
deed, tliat there is no dotbt: of itjend:that nope would

N vt
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have been expressed if those two houses could draw bet-
ter together than they do. In the mean time, I hope the
Treasury Board will send an order for as much as may be
negessary for exeeuting the purpose of Cougress as to our
captives at Algiers.
. 1 send you herewith a memorial of Monsieur Caseaux,
whose name is familiar on the journals of Congress. He
prepared it .to be delivered. to. the King, but-1 believe he
will think better, and not deliver it.

“The Gasettss of France and Leyden aocompaay this.

-1 have the honor to be, &c.,
‘TH: JEFFERSON.

P. S. May27th, 1788. I have kept my letter open
to the moment of Mr. Warville’s departure, (he being
the bearer of lt,) that T might add any new incidents that
should occur. The refusal of the chatelet and grande
chambre of Paris to act in the new character assigned
them, continues. Many of the grandes dailliages accept,
some conditionally, some fully. This will facilitate
greatly the measures of Government, and may possibly
give them a favorable issue. The Parliamient of Tou-
louse, considering the edicts as nullmes, went on with
their business. They have been exiled in consequence.
Mansieur de St. Priest left Paris for the Hague on the
23d. . I mention this fact, because it denotes the acqui-
escence of this Government in the late revolution there.
A second division of the Spanish fleet will put to sea
soon ; its destination not declared. Sweden is arming to
a greater extent than wasat first supposed. From(welve
to sixteen sail of the line are spoken of on good grounds
Depmark, for her own. security, must arm in proportion
to (ius A o ‘ T .
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. FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON TO JOHN JAY.
(Private.)
: . Paris, May 27, 1788. .

Su', .

The change. which is likely to take place in the farm
of our government, seems to render it proper that, dunng
the existence of the present Government, 'an article
should be mentioned. which concerns me personally.
Uncertain, however, how far Cengress may have decided
to do business when so near the close of their adminis-
tration ; less capable than those on the spot of foreseeing
the character of the new Government; and not fully
confiding in my own judgment, where it is so liable to
be seduced by feeling, I take the hberty of asking your
friendly counsel, and that of my friend Mr. Madison,
and of referring the matter to your judgments and dis-
cretion. _

Mr. Barclay, when in Europe, was authorized to set-
tle all the European accounts of the United States.. He
settled those of Doctor Franklin and Mr. Adams, and it
was intended ‘between us that he should settle mine.
But as what may be done at any time is often put off to
the last, this settlement had been made to give way to
otheis; and that of Beaumarchais being pressed on Mr.
Barclay before his departure for Morocco, and having
long retarded his departure, it was agreed that my affair
should await his return from that mission. You know the
cntchmstances which prevented his return to Paris after
that mision was finished. My account is, therefore, un-
settled ; bet T have no anxiety on any article of it exe
cept one—that is the outfit. This consistsof, 1. Clothes.
2. Carriage and horses. 3. Household furniture, When
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Congress made their first appointments of Ministers to
be resident in Europe, I have understood (for I was not
then in Congress) that they allowed them all their ex-
penses, and a fixed sum over and above for their time.
Among their expenses was necessarily understood their
outfit. Afterwards they thought proper to.give them
fixed salaries of eleven thousand one hundred and eleven
dollars and one-ninth a year. - And agaio, by a resolution
of May 6th and Sth, 1784, the salaries of their Minis-
ters at foreign Courts were. reduced to nine . thou-
sand dollars, to take place on the 1stof August en-
suing. On the Tth of May I was appointed, in addition
to Mr. Adams and Doctor Franklin, for the ne;gotiation
of treaties of commerce; but the appointment  being
temporary, for two years only, and not as of a resident .
Minister, the article of outfit did not cdme into question..
I asked an advance of six montbs’ salary, that I might be
in cash to meet the first expenses; which was ordered.
The year following I was appointed to succeed Doctor
Franklin at this Court. This was the first appointment
of a Minister resident since the original enes, under which
all expenses were to be pald So much of the ancient
regulation as respected annual expenses, had been alter-
ed to a sum certain ; so much of it as respected first ex-
penses or outfit, remained unaltered ; and I might, there-
fore, expect that the actual expenses for outfit were to he
paid. - When I prepared my account for settlement with
M. Barclay, I begana detail of the articles of clothes, car-
riage, horses, and household furniture. I found that
they were numerous, minute, and incapable, from their,
nature, of being vouched ; and often entered into my:
memorandum book, under a general head only; so that
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1 could not specify them. - I found they would exceed a
year’s salary. Supposing, therefore, that mine being
the first case, Congress would make a precedent of it,
and prefer a sum fixed for the outfit as well as the sala-
ry, ¥ have charged it in my account at'a year's salary,
presuming there can' be no question that an outfit is a
reasonable charge. It is the usage here, (and 1 suppose
at all Courts,) that a Minister resident shall establish
his house in the first instant. If this is 1o be done out
of his salary, he will be a twelvenonth, at least, without
a copper to live on. It is the universal practice, there-
fore, of all nations, to allow'the outfir'asa separate arti-
cle from the salary. I have inquired here into the
usual amount of it; I find that, sometimes, the Sove-
reign pays the actual cost : this is particularly the case of
the Sardinian Ambassador, now coming here, who is to
provide a service of plate, and every article of furni-
ture, and other matters of first expense, to be paid for
by his Court. ' In other instances they give a service
of plate, and a fixed sum for all other articles; which
fixed sum is in no case lower than a year’s salary.

I desire no service of plate, having no ambition for
splendor. My furniture, carriage, and apparel, are all
plain, yet they have cost me more than a year’s salary.
I suppose that in every country, and in every condition
of life, a year’s expense would be found a moderate
measure for the furniture of a man’s house. It is not
more certain to me that the sun will rise to-morrow,

 than that our Government must allow the outfit, on their
future appeintment of foretgn Ministers; and it would
be hard on me to stand between the discontinuance of a
former rule, and institation of a future one, as to have
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the benefit of neither. I know I have so long known
the character of our federal head, in its present form,
that I have the most unlimited confidence in the justice
of its decisions. I think I am so far known to many of
the present Congress, as that 1 may be cleared of all
views of making money out of any public employment,
or of desiring any thing beyond actual and decent ex-
penses, proportioned to the station in which they have
been pleased to place me, and to the respect they would
wish to see attached to it. It would seem right that
they should decide the claims of those who have acted
uader their administration, and their pretermission of
any article might amount to a disallowance of it, in the
opinion of the new Government. It would be painful to
me to meet that Government with a claim under this
kind of cloud, and to pass it in review before their seve-
ral houses of legislation, and boards of administration,
to whom I shall be unknown ; and being for money ac-
tually expended, it would be too inconvenient to me to
relinquish it in silence. I anxiously ask it, therefore, to
be decided on by Congress, before they go out of office,
if it be not out of the line of proceeding they may have
chalked out for themselves. 1If it be against their incli-
nation to determine it, would it be agreeable to them to
refer it to the new Government, by some resolution,
which should show they have not meant 'to disallow it
by passing it over? Not knowing the cnrcumstances
under which Congress may exist and act at the moment
you shall receive this, I am unable to judge what should
be done on this subject It is, therefore, that I ask the
aid- of your fnendshlp, and that of Mr. Madison, that
you will do for me, in this regard, what you think it is
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night should be done, and what it would be right for me
to do, were I on the spot, or were I.apprized of all ex-
isting circumstances. ' Indeed, were you two to think my
claim an improper one, I would wish it to be suppressed,.
as I have so much confidence in your judgment that 1
should suspect my own in any case where it varied from
yours, and more especially in one where it is liable to be.
-warped by feeling. Give me leave, then, to ask your
consultation with Mr. Madison on -this subject, and to
assure you that whatever you are so good as to do
herein will be perfectly appraved, and considered as a
great obligation conferred on him who has the honor to
be, &c., , ‘ :

: - TH : JEFFERSON.

-‘--..QQ‘—-—
FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON TO WILLIAM CARMICHAEL.

Paris, May 27, 1788. .
Dear er, .

Your favors of April the 14th a.nd 29th, and May the
8th, have lately come to hand. That of January the
29ib, by M. de Molinedo, bad been left here during my
absence on a journey to Amsterdam. That gentleman
had gone, as I presume, before my return, from my being
unable to learn any thing of him.

L I
With respect to the isthmus of Panama, I am assured by
Bourgoin, (who would not choose to be named, however,)
that a survey was made, that a canal appeared very prac-
ticable, and that the idea was suppressed for political rea-
sons altogether. He has seen and minutely examined
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the.report. . This report is to me a vast desideratum, for
reasons political and philosophical. I cannot help sus-
pecting the Spanish squadron to be gone to South Ame-
rica, and that some disturbances have been excited there
by the British. The Court of Madrid may suppose we
would not see this with an unwilling eye. This may be
true as to the uninformed part of our people ; but those
who look into futurity farther than the present moment or
age, and who combine well what is with what is to be,
must see that our interests well understood, and our
wishes, are that Spain shall (not forever, but very long)
retain her possessions in that quarter ; and that her views
and ours must, in a good degree, and for a long time, con-
cur. It is said in our gazettes, that the Spaniards have
sunk one of our boats on the Mississippi, and that our
people retaliated on one of theirs. But my letters, not
mentioning the fact, have made me hope it is not true ; in
which hdpe your letter confirms me. There are now
one hundred thousand inhabitants in Kentucky. They
have accepted the offer of independence, on the terms
proposed by Virginia, and they have decided that their
independent Government shall begin on the first day of
the next year. In the mean time, they claim admittance
into Congress. Georgia has ceded her western territory
. to the United States, to take place with the commence-
ment of the new Federal Government. I do not know
the boundaries. There has been some dispute of eti- -
quette with the new French Minister, which has disgusted
him. ) .

L R T S T T

The following is a state of the progress and prospects
of the new plan of government.
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The conduct of Massachusetts ‘has been noble. She
accepted the constitution, but voted that it should stand
as a perpetual instruction to her delegates, to endeavor
to obtain' such and' such reformations; and the minority;
though very strong both in numbers and abilities, de-
clared viritim and sertatinm, that, acknowledging the prin:
ciple that the majority must give the law, they would
now support the new constitation with' their tongues, and
with their blood, if necessary. I was much pleased with
many and essential parts of this instrument from the be-
gioning, But I thought I saw in it many faults, great
and small. What [ have read and reflected, has brought
me over from several of my objections of the- first mo-
ment, and to acquiesce under some others. Two only
remain of essential consideration, to wit: the want of a
bill of rights, and the expunging the principle of necessa-
ry rotation in the offices of President and Senator. At
first, I wished that when nine States should have accept-
ed the constitution, so as to insure us what is good in it,
the other four might hold off till the want of the bill of
rights at least might be supplied. But I am now con-
vinoéd that the plan of Massachusetts is the best ; that is,
to accept, and to amend afterwards. - If the States which
were 1o decide after her should all do the same, it is im-
possible but that they must obtain the essential amend-
ments. 1t will be more difficult, if we lose this instru-
ment, to recover what is good in it, than to correct
what is bad after we shall have adopted it. It has,
therefore, my hearty prayers, and I wait with anxiety
for news of the votes of Maryland, South Carolina, and
Virginia. ‘There is no doubt that General Washington
will accept the Presidentship, though he is silent on the
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subject. He would not be chosen to the Virginia con-
vention. A riot has taken place in New York, which I
will state to you from an eye-witness.. It has long been
a practice with the surgeons of that city to steal from the
grave bodies recently buried. A ¢itizen had lost his
wife ; he went the first or second evening after her burial,
to pay a visit to her grave. He found that it had been
disturbed, and suspected from what quarter. He found
means to be admitted to the anatomical lecture of that
day, and, on his entering the room, saw the body of his
wife, naked and under dissection. He raised the people
immediately. The body; in the mean time, was secreted.
They entered into and searched the houses of the physi«
eians. whorh they most suspected, but found nothing.

- One of them, however, more gui!ty or more timid than
the rest, took asyluni in the prison.

The mob considered this an acknowledgment of guilt.
They attacked the prisom. The Governor ordered
miliia to protect the culprit. and suppress the mob.
The militia, thinking the mob had just provocation, re<
fused to turn out. Hereupon the peeple of more reflec-
tion, thinking it more dangerous that even a guilty person
should be punished without the form of law, than that he
should eseape, armed themselves, and went to. protect
the physician. They were received by the mob with a
volley of stones, which wounded several of them. They
hereupon fired on the mob, and killed four. By this
time they reeeived a reinforeement of other citizens of
the militia' horse, the appearance of which, in the critical
moment, dispersed the mob. So” ended this chapter of
history, which I have detailed to you, bécause it may be
represented as a political riot, when politics had nothing
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to do with it, Mr. Jay and Baron Steuben were both
grievously - wounded in the head by stones. The former
still kept his bed, and the latter his room, when the packet
sailed, which was the 24th of April. |
I .bave the honor to be, &c.,
TH: JEFFERSON.

—entt® @ Geone—

FRO)M THOMAS JEFFERSON TO JOHN JAY.

: Paris, May 30, 1788.
Sir, . ,
.. A forther delay of Mr. Warville' enables me to

acknowledge the receipt.of your letter of April 24th,
by Mr. Paradise. Nothing new has oocurred since the
date of my other letters which go by this conveyance,
except that about one-third of the bailliages have
accepted their appointments. If the others pretty ge-
nerally should do the same, and the chatelet be
brought over, it will place Government pretty much at
their ease to pursue their other views of change. The
only symptoms of violence which have appeared, have
been in Brittany, Provence, and Languedoc.

I have the honor to be, &c.,
TH: JEFFERSON.

et @ Qo
FROM JOHN JAY TO THOMAS JQFPIBSON.

Office for Foreign Affairs,
September 23, 1788.
Dear Sir,
My last to you was dated the 9th of June ; since which,

I have been honored with yours of the 4th, 23d, and 30&11
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May last, which, with the papers that accompamed them,
were communicated to Congress.

Two copies of the ratification of Mr. Adams’s last con-
tract have been transmitted to you, under cover to Messrs.
Willioks and Van Staphorsts, by vessels bound to Am-
sterdam. A triplicate will be enclosed with this, to-
gether with the following papers, viz: The requisition
of Congress for the present year, passed the 25th of last
month ; a copy of an act of the 13th instant, enabling you
to provide for the subsistence of the American captives at
Algiers, and approving of your supplementary instruction
to Mr. Lamb on that head ; a copy of an act of the same
date, for putting the constitution into operation ; and also
the printed journals necessary to complete your set, and
a parcel of the latest newspapers.

These despatches will go from Boston, in a vessel
bound from thence to France. How far this conveyance
may be a safe one, I am not well informed. I neverthe-
less think it best to postpone details for the present, as
well as the private letter which you have reason to ex-
pect from me, on the subject you also hinted to Mr.
Madison, with whom I have conferred respecting it.
There is a reluctance in some to adopt the idea it sug-
gests, and I apprehend that others will prefer delay to a
decision upon it. y : :
With very sincere esteem, &e.,

- JOHN JAY.
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FROI THOMAS JEFFERSON TO THE COMTE DE BEkN-
STORFF.

. Paris, June 19, 1788.

I bad the honor of addressing your Excellency, by
Admira] Paul Jones, on the 2lst of January, on the
subject of the prizes taken under his command during
the late war, and sent into Bergen. I communicated, at
the same time, a copy of the powers which the Congress
of the United States of America had been pleased to con-
fide to me therein, having previously shown the original
to the Baron de Blome, Envoy Extraordinary of his Ma-
jesty the King of Denmark, at this Court ; and I fur-
nished, at the same time, to Admiral Paul Jones, such
authority as 1 was empowered to delegate, for the ar-
rangement of this affair. That officer has transn,lmed
me a copy of your Excellency’s letter to him after the
4th of April, wherein you are pleased to observe, that
the want of full powers on his part was an invincible
obstacle to the definitive discussion of this claim with him,
and to express your dispositions to institute a settlement
at this place. Always assured of the justice and honor
of the Court of Denmark, and encouraged by ihe' par-
ticular readiness of your Excellency to settle and re-
move this difficulty from between the two nations, I take
the liberty of recalling your attention ta it. The place
of negotiation proposed by your Excellency meets no
objection from us, and it removes, at the same time, that
which the want of full powers in Admiral Paul Jomes
had produced in your own mind. These full powers,
Congress has ‘been pleased to honor me with. The ar-
rangement taken between the person to be charged with
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your full pewers, and myself, will be final and conelusive.
You are pleased to express a willingness to treat, at.the
same lime, on the subjects of amity aed commerce. The
powers formerly communicated on our part were given
to Mr. Adams, Doctor Franklin, and myself, for a limit-
ed term only. That term has expired, and the other
two gentlemen returned to America; so that no person
is commissioned, at this moment, to renew those confer-
ences. I may safely, however, assure yaur Excellency |
that the same friendly dispositions still continue, and the
same desire of facilitating and encouraging a commerce
between the two nations, which produced the former ap-
pointment. But our nation is, at this time, proposipg a
change in the organization of its Government. Far this
change to be agreed to by all the members of the Union, the
new administration chesen and brought into activity, their
domestic matters ‘arranged, which will require their first
attention, their foreign system afterwards decided on, and
carried into full execution, will require a very considerable
length of time. To place under the same delay the pri-
vate claims which I have the honor to present to your
Excellency, would be hard on the persons interested ; be-
cause these claims have no connexion with the system of
commercial connexion which may be established hetween
the two. nations, nor with the particular form of our ad-
ministration. The justice due to them is complete, and
the present administration as competent to final settle-
ment as any future one will be, shoald-a future change
take place. These individuals have already lingered
nine years in expectation of their hard and perilous eprn-
ings. ‘Time. lessens their numbers contipually, disperses
their representatives, weakens the evidence of their right,
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and renders more and more- impracticable h’is Majesty’s
dispositions to’ repair the private injury to which public
circumstances constrained him. ‘These considerations,
the just and honorable intentions of your Excellency,
and the assurances you give us in your letter that no de-
lay is wished on your part, give me strong hopes that we
may speedily obtain that final arrangement, which express
instructions render it my duty to urge. I have the hounor,.
therefore, of agreeing with your Excellency that the
settlement of this' matter, formerly begun at Paris, shall
be continued there ; and to ask that you will be pleased
to give powers and instructions for this purpose to such
persons as you shall think proper, and in such full form,
as may prevent those delays to which the distance be-
tween Copenhagen and Paris might otherwise expose us.
I bave the honor to be, &ec.,
TH: JEFFERSON.

@ @ Qo

FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON TO THE COUNT DE MONTMORIN.

Paris, June 20, 1788.
Sir, '

- Having had the honor of mentioning to your Excellen-
cy the wish of Congress that certain changes should be
made in the articles for a Consular Convention, which
hed been sent to them, I have now that, conformably to
the desire you expressed, of giving a general idea of the
alterations to be proposed.

The 4th article gives to the Consuls the immuni-
ties of the law of nations. It bas been understood, how-
ever, that the laws of Frauce do not admit of this; and
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that it might be desirable to expunge this anicle. In this
we are ready to concar, as in evary other case where an
article might call for changes in the established laws,
either inconvenient or disagreeable. ‘

After establishing in favor of Consuls tbp general im-
munities of the law of nations, (one consequence of which -
would have been, that they coald not bave been called
upon to give. testimony in courts' of justice,) the 5th
article requires that, after the ohservaice of certain for-
malities, which imply very high respect, they shall make
3 declaration, but in. their own houses, [chez eux,} as may
be pretended, if not justly infetred from the expressions
in the article. Butour laws require, indispensably, a per-
sonal examination of witnesses, in the pressnce of the
parties, of their counsel,. the jury, and judges, each of
whoums has a right to ask of them all questions pertinent
to the fact., The first and highest officers of our Govern-
ment ,are obliged to appear personally to the order of 2
court to give evidence. . The court takes care that they
are treated with respect. It isproposed, therefore, to omis
this article, for these particalar reasons, as well.as for the
general one, that the 4th béing expunged, chis, which
was but an exception to that, falls of course.

The 7th, 8th, 10th, and 14th articles sxtend their pre-
eminences far beyond those which be laws of nations
would bave given. These articles require that the de-
clarations made-in the presence of Consuls, and certified
by them, shall be received in evidesce in.all courts what-
ever; and in somd instances give to their certificases o
credibility whiob excludes all other testimony. The cases
are rare in which our courts admit ‘written evidence of
facts ; and such evidence, when admitsed, nust have beers

Vor. 111.—27
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i the presénce of both: parties, and must contain the an-
swers to all the pertinent questions which they may have
desired to'ask of the witness ; and to no evidence, of
whatever nature, written or net, do our laws give so high
oredit as to exclude all counter-proof. These principles
are of such ancient foundation in our system of jurispru-
dence, and are so much welued dnd venerated by our citi-
aens, that perbaps it would be impossible to execute arti-
oles. which should contravene them.; mor is it imagined
that these stipulations can be o interesting to this coun-
try, as to balance the inconvenience and hazard of such an
janovation with us. Perhaps it n¥ght be found that the
laws of both copotries require a' modification of-this arti-
ole, as it is inconceivable that the certificate of an Ame-
tican Coosul in France could be permitied by one of its
aourts to-establish a fact, the falsehood of which should be
notorious to the court itsel.

. The Bth artick gives to the Consuls of either nation a
Jurisdiotion in. certoin cases over foreigners of any other.
On a dispute arising in France, between an American and
* 8paniard or an Englishman, it would not be fair to aban-
doa We Spaniard or, Englishman to an American Consul.
On the contrary, the territorial judge, as neutral, would
seem to be the ‘most impartial. Probably, therefore, it
will be- thought convenient for both panies to correct this
stipulation. N

A dispute arising Uetween two snbjeols of France, the
one being in France and the other in the United States,
the regular tribunals: of France would seem entivled to a
preference of jurisdictions yet-the 1€th article gives it to
their Cousul in America, and\to s Consul of the United
Saates in Frauce in 2 ik case hetween their eitizens.
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The power given by the 10th article, of arresting and
sending back a vessel, its captain,and crew, isa very great
one indeed, and, in our opinion, more- safely lodged with
the territorial judge. We would, ourselves, trust the
tribunals of France to decide, when there is just cause
for so high-handed an act of authority over the persons and
property of so many of our citizens, to all of whoin these
tribunals will stand in a neutral and impartial relation,
rather than any single person whom we may appoint as
Consul, who will seldom be learned in the laws, and often
susceptible of influence from private interest and personal
pique. With us, applications for the arrest of vessels,
and of their masters, are made to the admiralty courts.
These are composed of the most learned and virtuous
characters in the several States; and the maritime law,
common to all natioos, is the rule of their proceedings.
The exercise of foreign jurisdiction, within the pale of
their own laws; in a very high case, and wherein those
laws have made honorable provisions, would be a pheno-
menoa never yet seen in our country, and which would
be seen with great jealousy and uneasiness. On the con-
trary, to leave this power with the territorial judge, will
inspire' confidence and friendship, and be reslly, at the
same time, more secure against abuse. The power of
arresting. deserted seamen seems necessary for th/ pur-
poses of navigation and: commerce, and will bpfnore at-
tentively and effectually exercised by the £onsul than
by the territorial judge. To this part o/ the 10th arti-
cle, therefore, as well as to that whicb requires the terri-
worial judge to assist the Consul-in the exercise of this
function, we can accede. But the extension of the like
power to' passengers, seems not necessary' for the pur-
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poses, either of navigation or commerce. It does not
come, therefore, within the functions of the Consuls,
whose institution is for those two objects only ; nor with-
in the powers of a commissioner authorized to treat and
conclude. a convention solely for regulating the powers,
privileges, and duties of Consuls. The arrest and deten-
tion of passengers, moreover, would often be in contra-
diction - to our bills of rights, which, being fundamental,
cannot be obstructed in their operation by any law or
convention whatever.

Consular institutions beipg enurely new wuh us, Con-
gress thiok it wise to make their first convention proba-
tionary, and not perpetual. They propose, therefore, a
clause for limiting its duration to a.certain term of years.
If, after the.experience of a few years, it should be found
to answer the purposes intended by it, both parties will
bave sufficient inducements to renew it, either in its pres
ent form, or with such alterations and amendments as
time, experience, and other circumstances may indicate.

The convention, as expressed in the French language,
will fully answer our purposes in France, because it will
there be understood. But it will not equally answer the
vurposes of France in America, because it will not there
be. understood. In very few of the courts wherein it
may he presented, will there be found a single judge or
advocate capable of translating it at all, much less .of
giving to ¥ its terms, legal and technical, their exact
equivalent in the law and language of that country.
Should any transiation, which Congress would undertake
to publish for the use of oug cousts, be conceived, on any
occasion, not to render fully the idea of the French
original, it might be imputed as an. jndirect attempt to
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abridge or extend the terms of a contract, at the will o
one party only. At no place are there better helps than
here, for establishing an English text equivalent to the
French in all its phrases; no persons can be supposed
to know what is meant by these phrases, better than those
who form them ; and no time more proper to ascertain
their meaning in both languages, than that at which they.
are formed. I have, therefore, the honor to propose that
the convention shall be faithfully expressed in English
as well as in French, in two columns, side by side; that.
these columns be declared, each of them, to be the text,
and to be equally original and autheutic in all courts o
justice. - oo ~

This, sir, is a general sketch of the alterations which
our laws and our masner of thinking render-necessary
in this convention, before the faith of our country is
engaged for its execution. Some of its articles, in its
present form, could not be executed at all; and others
would produce embarrassments and ill-humor, to which
it would not be prudent for our Government to commit
itself. -Inexact execution on the one part, would patu-
rally beget dissatisfaction-and complaints on the other;
and an instrument, intended to strengthen our-connexion,
might thus become the means of loosening it. Fewer
articles, better observed, will better promote our com-
mon interests. As to ourselves, we do not find the in-
stitution of Consuls very necessary. Its history com-
menced in times of barbarism, and might well have ended
with them. During these, they were perhaps useful,
and may still be so, in countries not yet emerged from’
that condition. But all civilized pations, at this day, un-
derstand so well the adveutages ‘of commerce, that they
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provide protection and encouragement for merchants,
strangers, and vessels coming among them. So exten-
sive, too, have commercial connexions now become, that
every mercantile house has correspondents in almost
every port. They address their vessels to these cor-
respondents, who are found to take better care of their
interests, and to obtain more effectually the protection of
the laws of the country for them, than the Consul of
their nation can. He is generally a foreigner, unpossess-
ad of the little details of knowledge of greatest use to
tem. He makes national questions of all the difficul-
ties which arise; the correspondent prevents them. We
carry on commerce with good success in all, parts of the
world, yet we have not a Consul .in a single port, nor a
complaint for the want of one, except from. the persons
who wish to be Consuls themselves. Though these
* considerations may not be strong enough to establish the
absolute inutility of Consuls, they may make us less
anxious to extend theit privileges and jurisdictions, so
as to render them objects” of jealousy and irritation
in the places of their residence. That this Government
thinks them useful, is. sufficient reason for us to give
them all the functions and facilities which our circum-
stances will admit.. lbstead, therefore, of declining
every article which will be useless to us, we accede
to every ome which will not be inconvenient. Had
thisnation been alone concerned, our desire to gratify
them might have tempted us to press still harder on the
laws and opinions of our .country. But your Excel-
lency knows that we stand engaged .in treaties with some
nations, which will give them occasion to clain what-
ever privileges we yield to amy ether, This renders
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circumspection more necessary. Permit me to add one
other observation. The Eaglish allow to foreign Con-
suls scarcely any functions within their ports. This
proceeds, in a great measure, from the character of their
laws, which eye with peculiar jealousy every exemp-
tion from their control. Ours are the same in their
general character, and rendered still more unpliant by
our having thirteen Parliaments to relax, instead of one.
Upon the whole, I hope your Excellency will see the
cause of the delay which this convention has met with
in the difficulties it presents, and our desire to surmount
them ; and will be sensible that the alterations proposed
are dictated to us by the necessity of our circumstances,
and by a caution, which cannot be disapproved, to com-
mit ourselves to no engagements which we foresee we
might not be able to fulfil.

These alterations, with some smaller ones, which may
be offered on the sole principle of joint convenience,
shall be the subject of more particular explanation when-
ever your Excellency shall hanot me with a conference
thereon. I shall then, also, point out the verbal changes
which appear to me necessary, to accommodate the in-
strument to the views before expressed. In the mean
time,

1 have the bonor of being, &c., .
TH: JEFFERSON.
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‘' FROM THOMAS JEFFERSOK TO JOHN JAY.

. " Paris, July 29, 1788.
Sir, '
ed’the enclosed letter* from Julien Lau-
s wages as a volunteer on board'the Bon
d, I bave the honor of forwarding it te
t will of course be referred to the pro-
pv-  -- .. order on. o )
I have the honor to be, &c.,
- TH: JEFFERSON.

et @ Q0 o
FROM THO”AS JEFFERSON TO JOHN JAY.

Paris, August 3, 1783.
Sir, - L
. My last letters to you were of the 4th and-23d of May,
with 2 P. S, of the 27th ; since that, I have been honored
with yours of April 24th, May 16th, and June the 9th.

-The most remarkable internal occurrences since my
last-are these.. The Noblesse of Bretagune, who had re-
ceived with so much warmth the late innovations in the
Government, assembled, and drew up a memorial to the
King, and chose twelve .members of their body to come
and present it. "Among these was the Marquis de la
Rouerie (Colonel Armand.) The King, considering the
Noblesse as having no- legal right to assemble, declined
receiving the memorial. The deputies, to. give greater
weight to it, called a meeting of the landed proprietors of

* Sent to the Board of Treasury 11th June, 1789.
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‘Bretagne resident at Paris, and proposed to thém to add
their signatures. They did so, to the number of about
sixty, of whom the Marquis de la Fayette was one. The
twelve deputies, for.having called this meeting, were im-
mediately sent to the Bastile, where they now are, and
the Parisian signers were deprived of such favors as they
held of the Court. There were only four of them,
however, wlio held any thing of that kind. The
Marquis de la Fayette was one of these ; they had given
him a military command, to be exercised in the south of
France during the months of August and September of
the present year. This they took from him; so that he
- is disgraced, in the ancient language of the Court, bat, in
truth, honorably marked in the eyes of the nation. The
Ministers are so sensible of this, that they have bad,
separately, private conferences with him, to endeavor,
through him, to keep things quiet. From the ¢haracter
of the province of Bretagne, it has been much appre-
hended, for some days, that the imprisonment of their
deputies would have produced an insurrection. But it
took another turn. The .cours intermediaires of the pro-
vince, acknowledged to be a legal body, deputed eighteen
members of their body to the King. To these he gave
an audience, and the answer, of which'I send you a copy.
This is hard enough. Yet I am in hopes the appeal to
the sword will be avoided, and great modifications in the
Govermment be obtained without bloodshed. As yet,
none' has been spilt, according to the best evidence I
have been able to obtain, notwithstanding what the foreign
newspapers have said to the contrary. The convocation
of the States General is now become inevitable. When-
ever the time shall be announced certainly, it will- keep
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the ndtion quiet iill they meet. According to present
probabilities, this must be in the course of the next sum-
mer. But to what movements theic meeting and mea:
sures may give occasion, cannot be foreseen.  Should a
foreign war take place, still- they must assemble the
Siates General, because they caouot, but by their aid,
obtain money to carry it on. . Monsieur de Malasherbes
_ will, I believe, retire from the King’s Council. ~He bas
been much opposed to the late acts of authority. The
Barop de Breteuil has resigned his secretaryship of the
domestic department; certainly not for the same rea-
sons, as he is known to have been of opinion that the
King had compromitted too much of his authority. The
.real reason has probably been an impatience of acting
under a principal Minister. His successor is M. de Ville-
deuil, late Comptroller General.

The Ambassadars of Tippoe Saib have arrived here.
If their mjssion has any other object than that of pomp
and ceremony, it is not yet made known. Though this
Court has not avowed -that they are in possession of
Trincomali, yet the report is believed, and that posses-
sion was taken by General Conway, in consequence of
orders given in the moment that they theught a war cer-
tain. The dispute with the States General of the United
Netherlands, on account of the insult to M. de St. Priest,
does nat tend as yet towards a settlement. - He -has ob-
tained leave to go to the waters, and perhaps from there
he may come to Paris, to await events. Sweden bas
commenced - hostilities against Russia, by the taking a
little fortress by land.  This having been their intention,
it s wonderful that, when their fleet lately met three
Russian ships, of one hundred guns each, they saluted
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nstead of taking them. The Empress has declared
war against them in her turn. Itis well understood that
Sweden is set on by England, and paid by the Turks.
The prospect of Russia has much brightened by some
late successes. Their fleet of galleys and gun-boats,
twenty-seven in number, hgving been attacked by fifty:
seven Turkish vessels of the same kind, commanded by
the Captain Pacha, these were repulsed with the loss of
three vessels. In the action, which was on the 18th of
Jupe, Admiral Paul Jones commanded the right wing of
the Russians, and the Prince of Nassau the left. On
the 26th of the same montb, the Turkish principal fleet—
that is to say, their ships of the line, frigates, &c.—having
got themselves pear to the swash, at the mouth .of the
Borysthenes, the Prince of Nassau. took. advantage of
their position ; attacked them, while so engaged in the
mud that they could not manceuvre ; burnt six, among
which was the Admiral’s and Vice Admiral’s ; took two,
and made between three and four: thousand prisoners,
The first report gave this success to Admiral Paul Jones ;
but it is now ' rendered rather probable that he was not
there, as he commmands the vessels of war, which are
said not to have been there. It is supposed his presence
in the affuir of the 18th was accidental. But, if this
success has been as complete as it is represented, the
Black Sea must be tolerably open to the Russians; in
which case, we may expect, from what we know of that
officer, that he will improve to the greatest advantage the
situation of things on that sea. The. Captain Pacha’s
standard was taken in the last action, and himself obliged
to make bis escape in a 'small vessel. Prince Potemkin
immediately got under march. for Oczakow, to take
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advantage of the consternation into which that place was
thrown. o ' o

The Spanish squadron, after cruising off the Western
Isles and Cape St. Vincent, is returned into port.

A dispute has arisen between the Papal See and the
King of Naples, which may, in its progress, enable us to
estimate what degree of influence that See retains at the
present day. - The Kingdom of Naples, at an early
period of its history, become feudatory to the See of
Rome, and, in acknowledgment thereof, has annually
paid a hackney to the Pope in Rome, to which place
it has always been sent by a splendid embassy. The
backney has been refused by the King this- year, aud
the Pope, giving him three months to return to obedience,
threatens, if he does not, to proceed seriously against
him. -
About three weeks ago, a person called on-me, and in-
formed me that Silas Deane had taken him in for a sum
of 120 guineas ; and that being unable to obtain any other
satisfaction, he had laid hands on his account-book and
letter-book, and had brought them off to Paris; to offer
them first to the United States, it they would repay him
his money, and, if not, that he should return to London
and offer them to the British Minister. 1 desired him
to leave them with me four-and-twenty hours, that I
might judge whether they were worth our notice. He
did so ; they were two volumes. One contained all his
accounts with the United States, from his first coming to
Europe, to January 10th, 1781. Presuming that the
Treasury Board was in possession of this account till his
arrival in Philadelphia, August, 1778, and that he bad
tever given in the subsequent part, 1 hed that subsequent




PIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENCE. 429

part copied from the book, and.now enclose it, as it may
on some occasion or other; perbaps, be useful in the Trea-
sury office. The -other volume contained all his corres-
pondences from March 29th to August 23d, 1777. 1
had a list of the letters taken, by their dates and addresses,
which will enable you to fotm a general idea of the col-
lection, on the perusal of many of them. I thoughtit
desirable that they shonld not come to the hands of the
British Minister, and, from an expression dropped by the
possessor of them, I believe he would have fallen 50 or
60 guineas. I did not think them important enough,
however, to justify my purchasing them without authority,
though with authority I should bave dope it. -Indeed, I
would have given that sum to cut out a single sentence,
which contained evidence of a fact not proper to be com-
mitted to the hands of enemies. I told bim I would state
his proposition ta you, and await orders. I gave him back
the beoks, and he rewrned to London, without making
any promise that he would await the event of the orders
you might think proper to give.

News of the accession of nine States to the new form
of federal government has been received here about a
week. I have the honor to congratulate you sincerely on
this event.  Of its effect at home, you are in the best situ-
ation to judge. On this side the Atlantic, it is considered
as a very wise reformation. In consequence of this, spe-
culations are already begun: here to purchase’up our do-
mestic liquidated debt. Indeed, I suspect that orders
may have been previously lodged in America to do this,
as soon as the new corstitution was accepted effectually.
If it is thoyght that this debt should be retained at home,
there is not a moment to lose ; and I know of no means
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of retaining it, but those 1 suggested to the Treasury
Board in my letter to them of March 29th. The trans-
fer of these debts to Europe will excessively embarrass,
and perbaps totally prevent, the borrowing any money in
Europe till these shall be paid off. This is a momentous
object, and, in my opinion, should receive instantaneous
attention. The Gazettes of France to the departure of
my letter will accompany it, and those of Leyden to the
22d of July, at which' time their distribution in this coun-
try was prohibited. How long the prohibition may con-
tinue, [ cannot tell.  As far as I can judge, it is the only
paper in Europe worth reading. Since the suppression
of the packet-boats, I have never been able to find a safe
conveyance for a letter to you, till the present by Mrs.
Barclay. ' Whenever a confidential person shall be going
from hence to London, I shall send my letters for you 10
the care of Mr. Trumbull, who will look out for safe con-
veyances. ' This will render the epochs of iy writing
very irregular. There is a propositios under considera-
tion for establishing packet-boats on a mere economical
plan from Havre to Boston ; but its success is uncertain,
and still more its duration. :
I have the honor to be, &ec.,
TH: JEFFERSON.

@ @ Ouo

Reply of the King to the: Deputics and Commissioners
of the States of Brittany.

Translation. !

I have read the memorial which you delivered me. I
had already read that which preceded it, and you need
~ not have recalled them to my memory.
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* I shall always receive any representations which are
made to me in the forms prescribed.

The assembly which deputed twelve gentlemen were not
authorized, not having asked permission for the purpose ;
those deputies have themselves convoked a more irregu-
lar assembly at Paris. 1 have thought it proper to pun-
ish them ; the means to merit my clemency is, not to
continue in Brittany, by illegal assemblies, the cause of
my discontent. The commissions which you have been
charged with, to request the re-establishment of Brittany,
must not precede the conduct they must observe ; they
mnust oot solicit for a mark of my confidence, while I am
forced to give them these of my animadversion.

But these personal punishments, which the good order’
aod maintenance of my authority require, do not in amy
manoer alter my affection for my province of Brittany.

Your States will be assembled in the month of Octo-
ber ; it is from them that I shall know the views of the
province. 1 will attend to their representations, and will
have that regard for them which they may merit; your
privileges shall be considered.

In showing me fidelity and submission, all may hope
for my gooduess; and the greatest complaint that my
subjects will have in their power against me, is, forcing
me to acts of rigor and severity.

My intention is, that you return to-morrow to your
functions.
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Extract from Silas Deane’s accownt-book—Account
against Congress.
Livres. s. d.

Amount brought up - - 186518 210
Sundries, (advances made to sev- .
eral officers) - - - 20,000

1779. To my expenses in Philadelpbia,
from August, 1778, to Nov.,
1779, for iyself, servant, and
three horses, being 15 months,
which I paid, part in hard mo-
ney, partin paper, which, (com-
_puted at 90 livres . per week,
though less than what it cost
me,) Lam content with, 15 months
is 65 weeks, at 90 - - 5,830
. November, 1780. To expenses of jour-
ney to Virginia, in continental
currency, dollars 2,658%
To do. paid board and lodg-
ing at Williamsburg, in
Virginia - 18,193}
Do. paid in two journeys to
Petersburg & Richmond, 1,256}
Do. paid at York, and paid , ,
" for sundries whilst wait- - .l
ing for a passage - 4,845

26,954

Carried forward - - 212,368 210
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' . Liv. . d.
Brought forward - - 212368 210
Thirty for one, the medium rate of - :
exchange at the time, is 898}
dollars, or in livres .- -
June. To paid for rum, sugar, tea, &c.,.
&ec. for passage - - . 62
Passage for self, secremy, and ser- :
vant - - - - . 1,500 .

The maitre d’hotel and servnm on .
board the Roderique - - - 120 10
July. Expenses at Rochefert . - - . 296 19
Do.  at Rochelle - .- 96 15
Hire of the voiture to Nantes - - 96

August. On the road to Nantes, for . -
horses, &c. - - - M1l

Expenses at Nantes . ~ - - - 833 4

Posts to Paris, and expensésonthe . =~ - -
road - e . - 415

Hire of the camage from Name,s to - C
Paris - - 120"

" To cash advanced Captarn Hy.
Johnson, April, 1778, as per !us} -
receipt, dated Dec. 12, 1778 - 204 4

July To my time; frem Jone 4¢h, =~ - -
1778, to July, 1780, being twe
years and one month for myself,
secretary, and servant, the use
of my horses,. carriage, 8c. in
America, during which time I

Cérried forward -- ‘- $20,902 15 10
Vou. 111.—28
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Liv. s d.

Brought forward - - 290,

attended salely  on ‘Cangress,
and in returning to settle their

accounts, for which an allowance
of 10,000 livres per annum .will

not be unreasonable - - 20,

To my time, for self, secretary,
and expenses in settling the ac-
counts of Comgress, six months,
which, considering it-was.not my
duty to settle them, excspt my
own private one, and thas a large
balance was my dus, end the
expense and loss of tiine which
I bave incurred, cannot be esti-

902 15 10

863 6 4

- mated at a lower allowance than . 13,000

To cash paid W, T. Franklio, to-
wards family expenses, by an
order on M. Grand, which is
charged in my account with
Congress by M. Grand, Sep-

tember 26th, 1777 - - 4,000

To ove year’s wages of La Farque,
from July, 1777, to July, 1778,
after which, ] consider his wages
in the general estimats for time,
e, - - - -

To wroug chasge of Aptil 9th,
1771, bemg the dishuzsements

1,440

Cuyied formed - - 260906 2 2
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. " Liv. s d.
Brought forward - - - 960,206 2
on sloop Dolpbin', at Havre, by:
M. Eyries, who tramsacted the
business, and at’ tbas time, to
cover his having concurred in
the equippiog of armed vessels -
for Congress, drew under the
signature of Harcourt -
To wrong charge, included in the
general of 30th March, 1778,
viz : moneys- paid Mr. Williams,
for which said Williams has ac- -
. counted, being the bills. drawn
by said Williams on public ac-
count, accepted by me, as were
most-of his bills - - - 2,913
To wrong charge in Solier’s ac- .
count, to amount of - -. 48952
N. B. The whole received by Si-
las Deane of Solier, on his pri-
vate account and use,was 10,784
livres; the rest was received on
account of Robert Morris, Esq.,
and is by Plearne, Penet, and
Co. charged to said Morris, in
his private account with them,
as may be seen by their account
transmitted to said Morris.
To cash charged by M. Grand,

[

. 9,706 16 5

m—t——

Carried forward - - 32,187 18 7
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.- Beought formard .-, -
delivered to order of Fraskkn
and Deane, paid Ua Fargue,
December Rlst, 1777, . (heisg
for expenses at Pagsy) - -

To sundry bills paid.by Dr. Frank-
lin, after my leaving France.

Lw. s. d.
RN,137 18 7

2,400

.2

To cash paid Bousies’ bill for.

wine, January and April, 1778,

as per receipt September 18th,
1780 - - - .- -

January, 1781. To. paid bill for paint-
ing coach wheels, November,
1777 - - - R - -

Deduct wrong oharges in
. sundry entries, entered

before in page 50, 9,706 6 5 .

2,973 0 0
48%5 2 4.

. 16
g

30384718 7

60,932 0 5

W15 18 2

—_—
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FROM THOMAS JEFVERSON TO JOHN -JAY.
' Paris, August 10, 1788.
Sir,

I have waited til the last ‘moment of Mrs Barclay*s
departure to write you the oceurrences since my letter of
3d instant. We have received the Swedish account of
anengagement between their fleet and the Russian on
the Baltic, wherein they say they teok one and burat
another Russian vessel, with the loss of one on their side,
and that the victery remained ‘with them. They say, at
the same time, that their fleet returned into port, and the
Russians kept the sea. We must therefore suspend cer
opinion till we get the Russian version of this engage-
ment. The Swedish manifesto was handed about to-day
at Versailles, by the Swedish Ambassador, in manuscript.
The King complaius that Russia has been ever endeavor-
ing to sow dissensions in his kingdom, in order to re-es~
tablish the ancient constitutiod ; that he bas long borne i},
‘through a love of peace, but finds it no longer bearable ;
that still, however, he will make peace on these conditions :
“Ist, that the Empress punishes her Minister for the note
he gave into the Court of Stdcl;holm; 2d, that she re-
stores the Crimea to the Turks ; and 3d, that she repays to
him all the expenses of his armament. The Russian force
in vessels of war on the Black sea (ﬁve frigates and three
shvps of the fine) are shut up in port, and cannot come
out till Oczakow shall be taken ; this fleet is commanded
by Paul Jones, with the rank of Rear-Admiral. The
‘Printe of Nassau commands the galleys and gun-boats.
It is now ascertained that the States General will assem-
ble ‘the next year, and probably in the month of May
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Tippoo Saib’s Ambassadors had their reception this day
at Versailles, with unusua! pomp. The presence was so
numerous, that little. could be caught of what they said
to the King, and he answered to them. From what lit-
tle 1 cquld bear, nothing more passed then mutaal assu-
-sances of good-wil, The name.of the Marescbal de
Riehelien is suficiently remarkable in bistory to justify my
wentioning his death, which happened two days ago ; he
was aged 92 years.
Ibavetbebonortobe,&,c,
TH: JEFFERSON.

et O Qv

' .
FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON TO JOHN JAY.

Paris, August 11, 1788.

. Su',

In my letter of the last night, written in the moment of
Mrs. Barclay’s departure, 1 had the honor of mentioning
to you that it was now pretty certain that the States
General would be assembled in the next year, and praba-
bly in the month of May. This morniag an arrét is
publisbed, announcing that their meeting is fixed at the
first day of May next, of which I enclose you a copy by
post, in hopes it will get to Bordeaux in time for Mrs.
Barclay. This arrit ought to bave a great effect towards
tranquillizing the pation. There are still, however, two
circumstances which must continue to - perplex the ad-
miaistration. The first is the want of money, occasioned

“mot ounly by the difficulty of filling up the loan of the
next year, but by the withholding the ordinary supplies
of taxes, which is said to have taken place in some ia-
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stances. This gives apprehension of a bankraptcy under
some form or other, and has occasioned the’stocks to fall
in the most alarming manner. The second circumstance
is, that justice, both civil and criminal, continues suspended.
The Parliament will not vesume their functions, but with
the whole body, and ‘the greater part of the dailliages
decline actmg The present arrét announces a perseve-
rance in this plan. :

I am informed from Algiers, of the 5th ‘of June, that
the plague is raging there with great violence, that oue
of our captives was dead of it, and another ill ; so that
'we have there, in all, now only 15 or 16 ; that the cap- '
tives are more exposed to its ravages than others y that
the great redemptions by the Spaniards, Portuguese, and
Neapolitans, and the havoc made by the plague, had now
left not more than 400 slavesin Algiers ; so that their re-
demption was not only. become exorbitant, but almost
inadmissible ; that common sailors were held at 400
- pounds sterling, and that our 15 or 16 could probably not
be redeemed for less than from 25,000 to 30,000 dollars.
An Algerine cruiser, having 28 captives of Genoa aboard,
was lately chased ashore by two Neapolitan vessels ; the
crew and captives got safe ashore, and the latter of course
recovered their freedom. The Algerine crew was well
treated, and would be sent back by the ‘French, but the*
Government of Algiers demand of France 60,000 sequins,
or 27,000 pounds sterling, for the captives escaped ;
that is, pearly 1,000 poundseach. The greater part of
the Regency were for an immediate declaration of
war against France; but the Dey urged the heavy
war the Turks were at present engaged in ; that it would
be better not to draw another power on them at present ;

]
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that they would decline renewing the treaty of one hun-
dred years, which expired two years ago, so as to be free
to act hereafter ; but for the present, they ought to ac-
cept payment for the capture as a satisfaction. They
aceordingly declared to the French Consul that they
- would put him and all his countrymen into irens, unless
the sixty thousand sequins were paid. The consul told
him his instructions were positively that they should not
.be paid. In this situation stood matters:between that
pettifoggiog pest of robbers and this great kingdom,
.which will finish, probably, by crouching under them,
~ and paying the sixty thousand sequins. From the per-
. sonal characters of the preseat administration, I should
have hoped, under any other situation than the present,
they might have ventured 10 quit the beaten. track of
_politics hitherto pursued, in which the honor of their na-
tion has been calculated at naught, and to join in a league
for keeping up a perpetual cruise against the pirates,
whieh, though a slow operation, would be a sure one for
destroying all their vessels and seamen, and turnisg the
rest of them to agriculture. But a desire of not bring-
.iag upon them another difficulty will probably induce
the Ministers to do as their predecessors have doue.
The enclosed paper of this morning gives some particu-
* lars of the action between the Russians and Swedes, the
manifesto of the Empress, and the declaration of the
Court of Versailles as to the affair of. Trincomali.
I have the honor to be, &ec.,
- TH: JEFFERSON.
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_FROM JOHN JAY TO THOMAS JEFFERSON.

. Office for Foreign Affairs,
November 25, 1788.

Dear Sir,

My last to you was - dated the 23d September last.

It mentioned my having received your letters of 4th,
23d, and 36th May. | have since been favored with
 four others, viz. 20th July, and 3d, 10th, and 11th
August, with the papers mentioned to be enclosed.
They have not been laid before Congress, although I
- transmitted them to the President for that purpose; for
a sufficient number of members to form a house have
not since convened. ' The ‘members present have, never-
-theless, read them. The occurrences they mention are
interesting, and your attention in transmitting them gives
pleasure. The circumstance of Mr. Deane’s ‘letter-
book and account-book being offered to you for sale, is
a singular one. I wish you had purchased them. On
this subject, I cannot, indeed, give you any instructions
or authority ; but I will venture to advise you, in express
terms, to make the purchase. I have no doubt that
Congress will be satisfied with it. To me, it dppears ex-
pedient; and the same opinion prevails among the mem-
bers of Congress who have read your letter.

I enclose a copy ef a letter of the 5th of August last,
from Mr. Robert- Montgomery, at Alicant. I find his
letter was a copy ; the original never came to my hands.
The facts stated in this letter merit attention, and, as the
business it alludes fo is in your department, I take the
earliest opportunity of making this communication. To
me it appears highly probable that every maritime na-
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tion in. Europe is well content that war should subsist
between Barbary and the United' Stutes, and, in my
opinion, none of them (except perhaps Spain, for parti-
cular reasons) will really and sincerely promote any
measures tending to the establishment of peace between
us. If this be so, it is important that 8s much secrecy
as possible should be observed in all our proceedings
relative to that abject. I wish the Porte could be sound-
ed on this subject. Overtures for a treaty from us to
that Court, made at this period, would probably be
grateful, and might eventually terminate: all our difficul-
ties with Algiers, &c., especially as the Emperor of Mo-
rocco will promote it.

Much remains to be done, and much to be attempted ;
but, without a competent Government and adequate funds,
no national affairs cap be well managed. - -

Mr. Nesbit will deliver this letter to you, and you will
find enclosed with it one directed to-Mr. . Carmichael,
and there is in it a cipber for him. Be so obliging,
therefore, as to keep it by you, and, if possible, out of
the reach of the police, uatil you can have an opportu-
nity of sending it to- him by some person of. coafidence.

Mr. Gouverneur Morris expects to seil in the same
vessel with Mr. Nesbit, and will either go with, or soon
follow, him to Paris. As you are personally acquainted
with this gentleman, it cannot be necessary for me to
introduce him to you, or recommend him to your friendly
attentions. It is in his power to give you minute iofor-
mation on many interesting subjects.

With sincere esteem and regard, &ec.,
JOHN JAY.
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. FROM THO~MAS JEFFERSON TO WILLIAM CARMICHAEL.

Paris, August 12, 1788..
Dear Su', .

Since my last to you, I have. been honored with yours
of the 18th and 20th of May, and 5th of Juse. My
latest Amarican intelligance is of the 24th of Juue, when
niae certainly, and probably ten States, had accepted
the new canstitution, and there was no doubt of the
eleventh, (North Carolina,)-because there was no oppo--
sition there. 1n New York, two-thirds of the State were
against it, and certainly, if they bad been called to the de-
cision in any other stage of the business, they would
bave rejected it ; but before they put it to the vote, they
would certainly have heard that eleven States had joined
in it, and they would find it safer to go with those elevea,
than put themselves in opposition, with Rhode Island
only. Though I am pleased with this successful issue of
the new coostitution, yet I am more so to find that oae
of its principal defects (the want of a declaration of
rights) will pretty certainly be remedied. I suppose
this, because I see that both people and conventions, in
almost every State, have concurred in demauding it.
Another defect, the -perpetual re-eligibility of the same
President, will probably not be cured during the life of .
General Washington, His merit has blinded our coun-
trymen to the danger of making so important an officer re-
eligible. I presume there will not be a vote against him
in the United States. It is more doubtful who will be
Vice President. - The age of Dr. Fraoklin, and the
doubt whether he would accept it, are the anly ciroum-
stances that admit a question but that he would be the
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man. After these two characters of first magnitude,
there are so many which present themselves equally, on
the second line, that we cannot see which of them will
be singled out. Jobn Adams, Hancock, Jay, Madison,
Rutledge, will be all voted for. Congress has acceded
to the prayers of Kentucky to become an independent
member of the Union. A committee was occupied in
settling the plan of receiving them, and their Govern-
ment is to commence on the 1st day of January next.
You are, I dare say, pleased, as 1 am,” with the pro-

motion of our countryman, Paul Jones. He command-
ed the right wing in the first engagement between the
Russian and Turkish galleys; his absence from the
second proves his superiority over the Captain Pacha,
as he did not choose to bring his shiips into the shoals in
‘which the- Pacha ventured, and lost those intrusted to
him. I consider this officer as the principal hope of our
future efforts on the ocean.  You will have heard of the -
action between the Swedes and Russians, on the Baltic;
"as yet, we have only the Swedish version of it. I appre-
hend this war must catch from nation to nation, till it be-
comes general. . ‘

- With respect to the internal affairs of this country, I
hope they will' be finally arranged, and without having
cost a drop of blood. Looking on as a by-stander, no
otherwise interested. than as entertaining a sincere love
for'the nation in general, and a wish to see their bappi-
ness promoted, keeping myself clear of the particular
views and ‘passions of individuals, I applaud extremely
the patriotic proceedings of the present Ministry.  Pro-
vincial assemblies established, the States General called,
the right of texing the nation' without their consent
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abandoned, corvées abolished, torture-abolished, the cri-
minal code reformed, are facts which will do eternal honar
to their administration in history. But were I their his-
torian, I should not equally applaud their total abandon- -
ment of their foreign affairs. A bolder front inthe be-
gioning would have prevented the first loss, and conse-
quently all the others. Holland, Prussia, Turkey, and
Sweden lost, without the acquisition of a single new ally,
are painful reflections for the friends of France. They
may, indeed, have in their places the two empires, and
perhaps Denmark ; in which case, physically speaking,
they will stand on as good ground as before ; but ot on
as'good moral ground. Perhaps, seeing mare of the in-
ternal working of the machine, they saw more than we
do the physical impossibility of having money to carry en
a war. * Their justification must depend on this ; and their
atonement, on the inttroal good they are doing to their
country : this makes me completely their friend. - .
- T am, with great respect, Sir, &o.,
TH: JEFFERSON.

et @ Qe

-

FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON TO JOHN JAY.

: Paris, August 26, 1788.
. Sir, - : .

I had the hounor to write to you on the 8d, 10th, and
11th instant, with a postscript of the 12th ; all of which
went by Mrs. Barclay. Since that date we have received
an account of a third victory obtained by the Russians -
over the Turks on the Bluack Sea, in which the Prince of
Nassau, with his galleys, destroyed two frigates, thres
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smatler vessals, and six galleys. The Turkish power:on
thet sea is represented by their ememies as now annihi-
lated. There is reason to believe, however, that this-is
net. literally true, and’ that aided by the supplies far-
nished by the English, threy are ‘moking extraordipary
. efforts to re-establish their marine. The Russian Minis-

tex here bas shown the official report of Admiral Greigh,
on the combat of July 17th, in which he chims the
viesory, and urges, in proof of it, that he kept the field
of battle. His report is said to have been written on ‘it.
As this paper, together ‘with the repart of the Swedish
Admirsl, is prioted in the Leyden Gagette of the 15th
instant, I enclase it to you. The Court of Deamark
has declared it will furnish to Russia the aid stipulated in
their treaty ; and it is not doubted they will g0 beyond
this, and becoime principals in the ‘war. The next pro-
bable moves are, that the King .of Prussia will. succor
Sweden and Peland against Russia by land; aad a possi-
ble consequence is, that England may send a'squadron
into the Baltic, to restore the equilibrium in that sea. In
my letter of the 11th, I observed to you that this country
would have two difficulties to:struggle with till the meet-
ing of their States General, and that one of tfiese was
the want of money. This has, in fact, overborne all
their resourees, and the day before yesterday they pub-
lished an arrét, suspending all reimbursements of capital,
and reducing the payments of the priacipal mass of de-
mands- far interest to- twelve sous i the livre, the re-
maining eight sons -to be puid with cerfificates. 1 en-
clase you a pewspaper,.-with-the arréf. In'tiis peper,

you will see the exehange of yestssday; and I have -

insepsdd that of the:day befose, to shew you the fall.
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The conssernation is as yet too great to let us judge of
the issue,. It will prebably open the publiec mind to the
necessity of a change in their constitution, and to the
substituting the collected wisdom of the whole in place
of a.single will, by which they have been hitherto gov-:
erned. It is a remarkable proof of the totel incompe~
tency of a single head to .govern a nation well, when,
with a revenue of six hundred millions, they are led to a
declared bankruptcy, and to stop the wheels-of govern-
ment, even in its most essential movements, for want of'

. money.

I send you the present letter by a private convey-
ance to-a seaport, in hopes a conveyanoe may be. found
by some merchant vessel.. : :

I have the honor to be, &ec.,
TH : JEFFERSON.

et @ Otve—
A
FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON TO JOHN JAY.

N . ' - Paris, 8eptember 3, 1788.
Sir, :

By Mrs. Bapelay, I had the honor of sendmg you let- g
ters of the 3d, 10th, and 11th of August; since which,
I wrpte you on.the 20th of the same moath, by a casual
conveyance, as is the present. : '

In my latter of the R0th,: I informed yoa of the act of
public bankruptcy which had taken place here. The
effect of this would have been a. forced loan of about
one hundred and. éighty millions of livres in the course
of the present and. ensuing year. Bat it did met yinld «
sufficient immediate relief. The. treasury became literal-
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ly moneyless, and all purposes - depending on this mover * .
came to a staud. The . Archbishop was hereupon re-
moved, with Monsieur Lambert, the Comptroller Gen-
eral, and” M. Necker was called in as Director General
of Finance. To soften the Anc¢hbishop’s dismission, a
Cardinal’s hat is asked for him at Rome,-and bis nephew -
promised” the succession to the. Archbishopric of Sens.
The publie joy on this .change of adininistration was very
great indeed. The people of Paris were amusing them-
selves with trying and burning the Archbishop -in efligy,
and rejoicing on the appointment of M. Necker. The .
commaanding officer of the city: guards undertook to for-
bid this, and, not being obeyed, he charged the mob with :
fixed bayonets, killed two or three, and wounded meay.
This stopped their rejoicing for that day, but, eoraged at
being thus obstructed in amusements wherein they had
committed no disorder whatever, they callected in great
oumbers the next day, attacked the guards in various
places, burnt ten or twelve guard-houses, killed two or three
guards, and had about six or eight of their own number
killed. The city was hereupon put under martial law,
and after a while the tumult subsided and peace was re-
storéd. The public stocks rose ten per cent. on the day
of M. Necker’s appointment ; he was immegiately offer-
ed considerable sums of money, and bhas been able so far
to waive the benefit of the act.of bapkruptcy, as to pay,
in cash, all demands except the remBoursemens des
capitaur. For these, and for a sure supply of other
wants, he will depend. on the States General, and will -
hasten their meeting, as is thought. No other change
has yet taken place in' the adminisimtion. The Minister
of War, however, must certainly follow his brother, and
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some think (and all wish) that Monsieur de Lamoignon,
the Garde des Sceaux, may go out also. The administra-

-tion - of justice is still suspended. The whole kingdom
seems tranquil at this moment. ‘
. Abroad, no event worth noticing has taken place since
my last. The Court of Denmark has not declared it
will do any thing more. than furnish the stipulated aid to
Russia. The Kiog of Prussia has, as yet, made no
_move which may decide whether he will engage in the

. war, nor has England sent any squadron into the Baltic.

_ As the season for action is considerably passed over, it is
, become more doubtful whether any other power will en-
ter the list till the next campaign. This will give time

~ for stopping the further progress of the war, if .they real-

‘ly wish to stop it. Two camps, of tweaty-five thousand

_men, each, are forming in this country, on its northern
limits. The Prince of Con d has the command of one,

- and the Duke de Broglie of the other.

1 trouble you with the enclosed letter* from a Henry
Watson, claiming prize mongys, as baving served under
“Admiral Paul Jones, which I suppose should go to the
Treasury or War Office.- 1 have the hooor to be, &c.,

.. TH: JEFFERSON.

et @ Stinem

FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON TO JOHN JAY.
, Paris, September 6, 1783.
Sir, , o
I wrote you on the 3d instant, and have this day re-
ceived Mr. Remsen’s favor of July 25th, written during

* Sgnt to the Board 6f Treasury 25th February, 1789.
VoL. 111,—29
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your absence at Poughkeepsie, and enclosing the rati-
fication of the loan of a million of florins, for which Mr.
Adams had contracted bonds at Amsterdam in March
last. The expediency of that loan resulting from an esti-
mate made by Mr. Adams-and myself, and that estimate
~ hdving been laid before Congress, their ratification of the
loan induces a presumption that they will appropriate the
money to the objects of the estimate. I am in hopes,
therefore, that orders are given by the Treasury Board
to the commissioners of the loans at Amsterdam, to ap-
ply these moneys accordingly ; and especially to furnish,
as ‘'soon as they shall have it, what may he necessary for
the redemption of our captives at Algiers, which is a
pressing call. 1 am not without anxiety, however, on this
* subject, because, in a letter of July 22d, received this
day from the Treasury Board, they say nothing on that
subject, nor on the arrearages of the foreign officers.
~ They enclose me the order of Congress of the 18th of
July, for sending 1o the Treasury Board the books and
papers of the office of foreign accounts. I shall accord-
ingly put them into the hands of a person who goes from
Paris to-morrow morning, by the way of Havre, to Ame-
rica ; and shall endeavor to prevail on him to attend them
from the place of his landing to New York, that the
Board may receive them from the hand which receives
them from me. '

The establishment of the Parliaments, and revocation
of every thing which was done on the 8th of May, are ex-
peeted totake place in three or four days.

I have the honor to be, &ec.,
TH: JEFFERSON,
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FROM: THOHAS JEFFRRSON TO JOHN, JAY.
. : ?;ris, September 24, 1788.
Sir, R :

- Understanding that the vessel is not yet sailed froin
- Havre, which is' to carry my letters of the 3d and 6th
instant, 1 am in hopes you will receive tbe presen't with
thém. :

" Phe Russian accounts of their victéries on the Bhck
Sea must have been greatly exaggerated. According
to these, the Captain Pacha’s fleet was annibilated.
Yet themselves have lately brought him on' the stage
again, with fifteen ships of the’ line, in order to obtain
- another victory ever him. 1 believe the truth to be,
that he has suffered some checks, (of what magnitude it
is impossible to say, where one side alone is heard,) aitd
that he is stil- master of that sea. He has relievéd
Oczakow, which stitl holds ‘out ; ‘Choczim, also, is still
untaken ; and the Emperor’s situation is apprehended to
be bad. ' Hé spun his army into a long cord, to cover
- several hundred' miles of frontier, which put it into the
power of the Turks to attack - with ‘their whole forée
-whevever they pleased. Laudon, now called to head the
imperial army, is endeavoring to ¢ollect it. But, in ihe
mean time, the campaign “is drawing to'a close ; it hias
been worse than' fruitless. The resistance of’ Russia 1o
-Sweden "has been -successful ‘in every point, by sea and
© Sand. This, with the interference of Dénmark, and the
discontent of the Swedish ndtion af the bréach of their
constitution, by the ‘King’s undértaking’ an offensive war
without the eensent of the ‘Senate, has obliged him to
withdraw his attacks by land, and to express a willing-



.452 THOMAS JEFFERSON—JOHN JAY.

ness for peace. One-third of bis officers have refused to
serve. 'England and Prussia have offered their mediation
between Sweden and Russia, in such equivocal terms as
to leave themselves at liberty to say it was an offer, or
. was not, just as it shall soit them. Denmark is asking the
counter-offer of mediation from this Court. A 1f Esgland
and Prussia make a peace effectually in the nonh (which
it is absolutely in their power to do,) it will be a proof
_theydo not intend to enter into the war. If they do not
_impose a peace, 1 should suspect they mean to engage
_themselves ; .as one can batgly suppose they would let
the war go on in its present form, wherein Sweden must
be crushed between Russia and Denmark, -
.« The Garde des Sceanr, M. de Lamaignon, was dis-
ymissed .the 14th instant, and M. de Barentin is appointed
+in his room., The Deputies of Brittany are released from
{ the Bastile, and M. d’Epremesnil-aad'M. Sabatier recalled
, from their confinement. The Parliament is not yet reia-
stated, but it is confidently said it will be this week. The
. stpcks continue low, and the Treasury under a hard strug-
.gle to keep the Government in motion. It is believed
.the meeting of the States General will be as early as Jan-
wary—perhaps December. I have received a duplicate
of the ratification of the loan of 1788 by Congress, and
.a:duplicate of a letter of July 2%d from the Treasury
,Board on another subject, but none on that of the cap-
: tives or forejgn. officers. I suppose some cause of dely
. must have intervened hetween the ratification of Congress,
, and the consequent orders of the Treasury Board.
I bave the honor to be, 8.,
. TH: JEFFERSON.

.
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FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON TO THE COMMISSIONERS OF
’ " THE TREASURY.

Paris, September 6, 1788.
Gentlemen,

Your favor of July the 3d came to hand some days
ago, and that of July the 22d in the afternoon of yes- -
terday. Knowing that a Mr. Vannet was to leave Paris
this morning to go to Virginia, in a vessel bound from
Havre to Potomac, I have engaged him to receive the
papers-which are the subject of those letters; ro take
care of them from thence to Havre; and on the voyage: .
and when he shall have arrived in Potomac, instead of
going directly to Richmond, as he intended, he will pro--
eeed with them himself to New York. 1 shall pay here’
all expenses to their delivery at the ship’s side in Ameri-’
ca, freigﬁt included ; ‘unless, perhaps, he may find it ne-
cessary to put another covefing over them, if he should’
not be able to get them into the cabin ; in this case, youn
will bave to reimburse him for that. I engage to him
that you shall pay him their’ transportation from the
ship’s side to New York, and his own reasonable expenses
from the place of his landing to New York, and back
to the place of landing. As he takes that journey for'
this object only, it would be reasomable that you °“IV6'
him some gratuity for his time and trouble, and I sup-'
pose it would be accepted by him ; but I have made no"
agreement for this. The papers are contained in a large
box and a trunk. They were sent here by Mr. Ast,
during my absence in Holland. When they arrived at’
the gates of Paris, the officers of ‘the customs opened
the trunk, to see whether it contained dutiable articles;’
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but finding only books and papers, they concluded the
contents of the box to be of the same nature, and did
not open that ; you receive it, therefore, as it came from
the haunds of Mr. Ast. A small trunk, which came as a
third package from Mr. Ast, and which has never been
opened, I bave put into the great trunk, without displac-
ing, or ever having touched a single paper, except as far
as was necessary (o make reomfor that. 1 shall have the
whole corded and plumbed by the custom-house here,
not only to prevent their being opened at the custom-
house on the road, and at the port of exportation, but to
prove to you whether they shall have been opened by
any body else, after going out of my bands. If the
stamp leads are entire, and the cords uncut, when you
receive them, you will be sure they have not been open-
ed ; they will be wrapped in oil-cloth here, to guard them
against the damps of the sea ; and, as I mentioned before,
Mr. Vannet will put them under another covering, if he
finds it necessary, at Havre. _

At the same time with your last letter, I received
from the Office of Foreign Affairs the ratification of Coun-
gress of the loan of 1788, for another million of guilders.
As the necessity of this loan resulted from the estimate
made by Mr. Adams and myself, which estimate was
1aid before Congress, I suppose their ratification of the
loan implies that of the estimate. Qne article of this
" was for the redemption of our captives at Alglers.
Though your letter says nothing on this subjeet, I am in
hopes you have. sent orders to the commissioners of the
loans at Amsterdam te furnish, as soon as they shall have
it, what may be necessary for this pressing call. So also
forthe foreign officers. If the ratification. of the loan
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has been made by Congress, with a view to fult‘d» the ob~
. jects of the estimate, a general order from you ta the
commissioners of the loans at Amsterdam; to pay the
moneys from time to time, according to that estimate, or
to such other as you shall furnish them with, might save
the trouble of particular orders on every single occasion,
aud the disappointments arising from the delay or mis-
catriage of such ordess ; but it is for you to decide on this.
I have the honor to be, &c.,
TH: JEFFERSON.

e O v

FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON TO JOHN JAY.

Paris, November 14, 1788.
Sir, . _

In my letter of December 21st, 1787, I had the hon-
or of acknowledging the receipt of your two favors of
July 27th, 1787, which had come to my bands Decem-
ber 19th, and brought with them my full powers for
treating on the subject of the Consular Convention.
Being then much engaged in getting forward the arrét
which came out the 29th of December, and willing to
have some interval between that act and the solicitation
of a reconsideration of our Consular Convention, I had
declined mentioning it for some time, and was just about
to bring it on .the carpet, when it became necessary for
me to go to Amsterdam. Immediately after my return,
which was about the last of April, I introduced the sub-
joect to the Count de Montmorin, and have followed it
unremittingly from that time. The office of Marine, as
well as that of Foreiga Affairs, being to be consulted in
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all the stages of the negotiation; has protracted its con-
clusion till this time. Tkt is, at length, signed this day,
and I bave now the honor to enclose the original for the
ratification of Congress.  The principal changes effected
are the following : :

The clauses of the convention of 1784, clothing Con-
suls with the -privileges of the law of nations, are struck
out, and they are expressly subjected, in their persons
and property, to the laws of the land.

That giving the right of sanctuary to their houses, is
reduced to a protection of their chancery-room and its
papers. o :

Their coercive powers over passengers are taken away ;
and over those whom they might have termed deserters
of their nation, are restrained to deserted seamen only.

The clause allowing them to arrest and send back ves-
sels, is struck out ; and, instead of it, they are allowed to
exercise a police over the ships of their nation generally.

So is that which declared the indelibility of the char-
acter of subject, and the explanation‘and intention of the
11th article of the treaty of amity.

The innovations in the laws of evidence are done
away.

And the convention is limited to twelve years du-
ration. ) '

Convinced that the fewer examples the better, of
either persons or eauses inamenable to the laws of the
land, T could have wished still more had been dore ; but
more could not be done with good-humor. The exten-
sions of authority, given by the convention of 1784,
were so homogeneous with the spirit of this Government,
that they were prized here. Monsieur de Rayneval has
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had the principal charge of arranging this instrument
with me ; and, in justice to him, I mast say I could not
bave desired more reasonable and friendly dispositions
than he demonstrated through the whole of it.

I enclose herewith the several schemes successively pro-
posed between us, together with copies of the written ob-
servations given in with them, and which served as texts
of discussion in our personal conferences. They may serve
as a commentary on any passage which may need it,
either now or herealter, and as a history how any particu-
lar passage  comes to stand as it does. No. 1, is the
convention of 1784 ; No. 2, is my first scheme ; No. 3,
theirs, in answer to it ; No. 4, my next, which brought
us so near together, that, in a conference on that, we ar-
ranged it in the form in which it has been signed. I add
No. 5, the copy of a translation which I have put into
their hands, with a request that if they find any passages
in which the sense of the original is not faithfully ren-
dered, they will point them out to me ; otherwise, we
may consider it as having their approbation. - This, and
the convention of 1784, (marked No. 1,) are placed
side by side, so as to present to the eye, with less trou-
ble, the changes made ; and I enclose a number of print-
ed copies of them, for the use of the members who will
have to decide on the ratification. It is desirable that
the ratification should be sent here for exchange as soon
as possible. ’

With respect to the consular appointments, it is a duty
on me to add some observations which my situation here
has enabled me to make. T think it was in the spring of
1784, that Congress, harassed by multiplied applica-
tions from foreigners, (of whom nothing was knewn but
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on . their own information, or on that of others as unknown
as themselves,) came to a resolution that ‘the interest of
America would not permit the naming any person not.a
' citizen to the office of Consul, Vice Consul, Ageat, or
Commissary ; this was intended as a general answer to
that swarm of foreign pretenders. It appears to me
that it will be best still to preserve a part.of this regu-
lation. Native citizeas, on several valuable accounts, are
preferable to aliens, and to citizens alien born. They pos-
sess our language ; know our laws, customs, and commerce ;
have generally acquaintasce in the United States; give bet-
ter satisfaction, and -are more to be relred -onin the poiat
of ‘fidelity. Their. disadvantages are an imperfect ac-
quaintance with the language of this country, and an ig-
worance of the organization of its judicial and executive
powers, and consequent awkwardness whenever applica-
cation to either of these is necessary, as it frequently is.
But it bappens that, in some of the principal ports of
France, there’is.not a single American, (as in Marseilles,
L’Orieat, and Havre ;) in others but ane, (as in Nantes
and Rouen ;) and in Bordeaux, only two or three. For+
tunately for the present moment, most of those are war-
thy of appointments. But we should look forward to
future times, when there may happen to be no native
oitizens in a port, but such as, being bankrupt, bave taken
asylum in France from their creditars, or young epheme-
ral adventurers in commerce, without substance or con-
duct, or ‘other descriptions, which might disgrace the con-
sular office, without protecting our commerce. To avail
ourselves of our good native citizens, when we have one
in a port, and, when there are none, to have yet same per-
son to attend to our affairs, it appears to me advisable
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to declare, by a standing law, that no person but' a native
citigen shall be -capable of the dffice of Consul ; end
that the Consul’s presence in his port should suspend for
the time the functions of. the Vice Consul. This is the
rule of 1784, restrained to the office of Comsul and to
ngtive citizens. - The establishing this by a standing law
will guard against the effect of particular applications,
and will shut the door against such applications as will
otherwiee be numerous. This done, the office of Vice
Consul may be given to the best subject in the port,
whetber citizen or alien ; and that of Consul be kept
open for any native citizens of superior qualifications, who
might come afwrwards to establish themselves in the port.
The functions of the Vice Consil wduld become dor-
mant during the presence of bhis principal, come into ac-
tivity again on his departure, and thus spare us and them
the painful operation of reveking and reviving their com-
missions perpetually. Add to this, that during the pre-
seace of the Consul, the Vice Consul would not be
merely useless, bus would be a valuable counsellor to his
principal, new in office, the language, laws, and customs
of the country. Every Consul and- Vice Consul should
be restrained in his jurisdiction to the post for which he
‘is named, and the territory nearer to that than:to any
other Cansular or Yice Consular port; and no idea per-
mitted to arise that the grade of Gonsul gives a right to
© any authority whatever over a Vice Consul or draws om
it any dependance. :
To these general facts and obsernlums, I will add
some loeal, and of the present mement.
Marseilles.—There is no native. Stephen: Cathnlan,
the- father, bas had.the .agency, by appeiatment eitber of
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Doctor Franklin or Mr. Barolay. Bat his son, of - the
same name, has solely done the duties, and is best cape-
ble of them. He speaks our language perfectly, is fa-
miliar with our customs, (having lived in- a counting-
bouse in London,) is sensible, active, and solid in his cir-
cumstances. Both the port and person merit a Viee
Ceneulate. |

Bordeaur.—Mr. John Bondfield, a native citizen, "
has hitherto acted by appointment from Doctor Frank-
lin ; he is well known in America, is of a higher degree
of -information than is usually -to be found, and unexcep-
tionable i every point of view. His circumstances,
indeed, have, at one time, been perplexed ; but I svp-
pose them to be otherwise now. He is likely to remain
long at Bordeaux, and is so much respected, that we
cannot expect a better subject there. I think bim pro- -
per for a consular commission.

Nantes.——We have but one native citizen there, Mt
Burrell Carnes, who has acted by appointment from Mr.
Barclay, and acted well, as far as T am able to judge.
He is young, and - begioning business only ; would be
proper for the Vice Consulate at present, and for the
Consulate when time shall have added experience and
firm establishment to his present qualifications.

L’ Qrient.—Nocitizen atall. Mr. Loreilbe, a French-
man, and very worthy man, acted for some time ; bat,
feiling in-his affairs, be removed to the neighborhood of
Bordeaux. After that, I wrote occasionally to Wilt
and- Delmestre ; but they, too, are become bankrupt.
There is lately gone there from Paris a Monsieur Vernes,
an uncommonly sensible, well-informed man, speak-
ing our language well, connected in commerce with the
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wealthy house of Berard & Co., and particularly en-
gaged in the American commerce. I suppose him proper
for a ‘Vice Consulate. ‘

Havre.—There is no native.. M. André Limozin
has acted by appointment of Doctor Franklin. - He is‘a
-very solid merchant, speaks and writes' our language, is

- sensible, ex.perienced,,and‘ very zealous. - His services

- hitherto have been so assiduous, as to entitle him to the
Vice Consulate, in preference to any other person in that
pert.

Rouen.—There is but one citizen there, Mr. Thomas
Appleton, sen of Nathaniel Appleton; of Boston. He
is young, and just beginning busioess. He is sensible,
aetive, and fit for the Vice Consulate, with a view to
the Consulate at some future day, as in" the case of Mr.

- Carnes. :

The preceding are the only ports worthy of either
Consular or Vice Consular establishment. To multiply,
would be to degrade them, and excite jealousy in the
Government. At the following I should suppose Agents
sufficient.

Dunkirk.—Francis Coffin, an Amencan, and good
man; appointed by Doctor Franklin.-

Dieppe—M. Cavalier, a Frenchman, appointed - by

* Mr. Barclay.-

" Bayenne.—Louis Alexander has medd!ed for us of his
own accord ; I know neither good nor harm of him. He
writes a broken English, but I do not know if he speaks
- the language. Though a free port, there had entered
- there but one or two ships from the peace to the autumn
. of 1787. I have no account since.

Cotte—Nicholes Guirtard, named by Doetor Frank-
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lin. He is of the mercantile house of Guirrard and
Portas. I saw:one of the partners while at. Cette, who
spoke English- well, is familiar with English usages in
commeroce, is sensible, and has the appearance of being a
good man. * But I do not recollect whether the person I
describe was Guirrard or Portas. The other partner does
not speak English. Mr. Barclay can probably fix this
uncertainty, as well as give fuller information on -all the
. other persons named. This one, whichever he be, is
fittest for the agency. :

Besides these, I would take the liberty of recommend-
ing the appaintment of Agents at Toulen, Rochefort,
Brest, and Cherbourg, merely for the purposes of intelli-
gence. They are King’s ports, and it is in them that the
symptoms of a maritime war will always first show them-
selves. Such a correspondence, therefore, will be always
proper for your Minister here, and, in general, the Con-
suls and Vice Consuls should be instructed to correspond
with him for his information. It does not appear o me
proper-that he sheuld have auy- power of paming or re-
moving them : it might lead to abuse.

. It is now proper I should give some account of the
state of our dispute with Schweighauser & Dobrée, In
the coaversation I had with Dobr e, at Nantes, be ap-
peared to think so rationally on this subject, that I
thought - there would be no difficulty in aecommo-
dating it with him, and 1 wished rather to setile it by ac-
commodation than to apply to the Minister. 1 after-
wards had it intimated to him, through the medivm of
Mir. Carnes, that I had it in'idea ‘ta propose a referemce
to arbitrators. He expressed a eheerful cancyrrenee in
it. T therewpon made -the  propoeivion 1o him formally,
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by letter, mentioning particularly that we would choose
our arbitrators of some neutral nation, and of preference
from among the Dutch refagees here. [ was surprised
to receive an answér from hiin, wherein, after expressing
his pwn readiness to accede to this proposition, he added,
that on consulting Mr. Puchelberg, he had declined i ;
nevertheless, he wished a fuller explanation from me, as
to the subjects to be submitted to arbitration. I gave
him that explanation, and he answered, finally, that Mr.
Puchelberg refused all accommodation, and insisted thag
the matter should be decided by the tribunals of the
country. Accommodation being at an end, I wrote to
Mounsieur de Montmorin, and insisted on the usage of
nations, which does not permit the effects of one Sove-
reign to be seized in the territories of another, and
~ subjected to judiciary decision there. I am promised
that the stores shall be delivered ; but the necessary
formalities will occasion some delay. The King being
authorized to call all causes before himself, ours will be
evoked from the tribunals where it is,.and will be ended
by an order to deliver up the stores arrested, leaving it
to the justice of Congress to do afterwards what is right
as to the demand of Schweighauser & Dobrée. 1 wish
- I could receive instructions what te do with -the stores
when delivered. The arms had certainly better be sent
to America, as they are good, and yet will sell here for
little or nothing. The gun-stocks and old ‘iron had bet-
ter be sold here. But what should be done -with the
anchors?. Being thoroughly persuaded that Congress
wish that substantial justice should .be done to-- Schweig-
hauser & Dobrée, I shall, after the stores are secured, re-
‘, peat my preposition of arbitration to them. If they theo



464 THOMAS JEFFERSON—JOHN JAY.

refuse it, I shall returnall the papers to. America, and
consider my powers for settling this matter as at an end.
I have received no answer yet from. Denmark, on the
subject of the prizes ; nor do.I know whether to ascribe
this silence to -an intention to evade the demand, or to
the multitude of affairs they have had on their. bands
lately. Patience seems to be prudence in this case; to

. inidispose them would do no good, and might do harm.

. I'shall write again soon, if no answer be received ; in the

mean time, : -
1 have the honor to be, &c.,.
TH: JEFFERSON.

et ® @ Oton—

Translatior.

FIRST FORM PROPOSED ON THE PART OF THE UNITED
' STATES. '

Convention between his Most Christian Majesty . and the
United States.of America, for the purpose of deter-
mining and firing the functions and prerogatives of

 their respective Consuls, Vice Consuls, Agents, and
Commissarics. -
His Majesty the Most Christian ng, and the United

. Saaues of America, having, by the 29th articlg of the treaty
. of pmity and commerce concluded between them, mu-
- tually- granted the liberty of having, in their respective

States.and ports, Consuls, . Vice Consuls, Agents, and
Commissaries ;. and being willing, s consequence thereof,
to determine and fix, in a reciprocal and permanent man-
ner; the functions and prerogatives of the said Consuls, Vice
Consuls, Agents, and. Commissaries ; his Most Christian
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Majesty has nominated the Sieur ———, and the.United
States of America have nominated: , who, after
having commanicated to each- other. their respective full -
powers, agreed upon what folows :

Arricie 1. The Consulsand Vice Consuls, Agents and
Commissartes, nominated by his Most Christian Majesty
and the United States, or by thesi authority, shall be bound
to present their commissions according to the form which
shall be established dy the King within his dominions, and
by the Congress within the United States. There shall -
be delivered to them, without any charge, the exequatur -
necessary for the exercise of their functions ; and on the
exhibition which they shall make of the said exequatur, :
the governors, commanders, judges, public bodies, tri-.
bunals, and other officers, having. authority in the ports’
and places of their . consulate, shall cause them to enjoy,
as soon as possible and without difficulty, the pre-eminences,
authority, and privileges reciprocally granted, with-
out exacting from the said Consuls, Vice Consuls; Agents,
and Commissaries, any duty,under any pretence whatever.

AgticLe 1v. The Consuls and Vice Consuls shall be
exempt from all personal service and public offices, from -
soldiers’ billets, militia watch, guard, guardianship, and- :
trusteeship, as well as from all duties, taxes, impositiofis,:
and - charges whatever, - except on the estate, real and
personal, of which they may be the proprietors or pos--
sessors, which shall be subject to the taxes imposed on
the estates of all other individuals ; and in ol other in-
stances, they shall Be subject to the laws of the land,
with respect to their persons, their property, and pos-
sesstons, in the same manner as other forctgna': of their
nation are.

Vor. 11.—3
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They shall place over the outward door, of their house
the arms of ,their Sovereign, without, however, the mark .
of distinction giving to the said house the right of asylum
Jor any person or property whatever.

" Artione " vi. The Consuls and Vice Consuls, respect-

ively, may establish a chancery, where shall be depasit-
ed the consular acts and deliberitions, all effects left by
deceased persons, or saved from shipwreck, as well as
testaments, obligations, contracts, ‘and in general all the -
acts and proceedings done between persons of their
nation. , ,
They may, in consequence, appoiot for the business of
the said chancery, capable persons, receive them, admin-
ister an oath to them, give to them the keeping of the
seal and the right of sealing commissions, judgmeants, and
ather acts of the consulate, as well as there to discharge
the functions of notaries and registers, in cases which shall
concern the subjects of their own nation. '

ArTticLe vii. The Consuls and Vice Consuls, respect-
ively, shall have the exclusive right of receiving in their
chancery, or on-board of vessels, the declarations and all
the.other acts which the captains, masters, seamen, and
passengers and merchants of their nation would make
there, even their testaments and other dispositions of last
will5 and the copies of the said acts, duly authenticated
by the said Consuls or Vice Consuls, under the seal of
their consulate, shall receive faith in law, equally as their
originals would in all the- tribunals of the dominions of
the Most Christian King, and of the United States, and
in all cases which only concern persons of their nation.

They shall also have, and exclusively, in case of the
absence of the testamentary executor, guardian, or lgwful
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rep}éscntativc, the right to inventory, liquidate and . pro- -
ceed to the sale of the personal estate left by. subjects or -

citizens of their nation who shall die within the extent

of their consulate ; they shall proceed therein, with the-.
assistance of two merchants of their said nation, or of

any other of their choice, and shall cause to be deposited
in their chancery the effects and papers. of their said
estates; and no officer, military, judiciary, or of the pe-

lice of the country, shall disturb them, or interfere there-

in, in any manner whatsoever ;.but the said Consul shall
not deliver up the said effects, nor the proceeds thereof,

to the lawful representatives, or to their order, till they -

-

shall have caused. to be paid all debts which the deceased
shall have contracted in the couatry ; jfor which purpose, ~
the creditors shall have a right to attach the said effectsin .

thei hands, as they might in those of anmy other tridi-

vidwal whatever, and proceed to obtain sale: of them,
till payment of what shall be lawfully due to them.

When the debis shail. not have been contracted by judg-

ment, deed, or note, the signature whereof shall. be
known, payment shall not be ordered, but on thé credi~ -

tor’s giving sufficient surety, resident in-the country;to -

refund the sums he shall have unduly received, principal,

interest, and costs; which surety shall stand, neverthe-

less, duly discharged, aiter the term of orie year in time

of peace, and of two in time of war, if the discharge
cannot be-formed before the end of this term, against
the representatives who shall present themselves. And
in order that the representatives may not be.unpustly .
kept out of the effects of the deceased, the Consuls and
Vice Consuls shall notify his death in some one of the
gozettes published within their consulate. And that

-~
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they shall retain the smd effects in their handa —_—

months, to answer all just demands which shall be pre-

sented ; and they shall be bound, after this deldy, to de-
liver -to the persons succeedmg thereto, what shall be

more than sufficient for the dcmands which shall have

been formed. © - - -

» ArricLe v, The respective Consuls and Vice

Consuls ‘shall receive the declarations, protests, and

other consular acts, from- all captains and' masters of °
their respective nations, on account of average losses sus-

tained at sea’ by leakage or throwing merchandise over-
board ; and thése captdins atd masters shall léave in the -
chancery of the said Conisuls and Vice' Consuls ‘the pro-
tests and other consular acts which they may have made
in.uther ‘ports, on aceount of the accidents which may

have happened to them on their voyage. ' If a subject of
his' Most Christian ‘Majesty and the United States are in-

terested in the said cargo, the average shall be fixed by

the tribunals of the country, and not by the Consuls or’
Vice Consuls ; but when only the ‘subjects or citizens of
their own nation shall be interested, the respective Con-

suls and ‘Vice Consuls shall appoint skﬂful persons to set-

tle the damage and average '

ArTicre ix: In cases where, by tempests or other ac-
cidents, French: ships or vessels shall bé stranded on the
coast of the UnitedStates, and ships'or ‘vessels of the
United' States shall ‘be stranded on the coast of the do-’
minions of the Most Christian King, the Consul ‘er Vice
Consul nearest to the place of shipwreck shall do what-
ever. he may judge proper, as well for the pukpose of
saving the said sbxp or vessel, its ‘¢argo and’ appurté-
nances, as for the st:ormg and secunty of the eﬂ'écts and
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’ merchandrse saved He may take an mventory of them,
"without the mtermeddlmg of any oﬂicers of the mlln.ary,
of the customs, of justice, or of the pohce of the country,
.otherwnse than to give to the Consuls,. Vice Consuls,
captam, and cr;w of the vessel slupwrecked or stranded,
all the succor and favor whlch they shall demand of
them, either for expedmon in securing the cargo, or pre-
servmg the effects saved, as well as to prevent all disturb
ances.

And in order to prevent all kind of d:spute and dls-
cussion in the said cases of sh:pwreck it is agreed, when
there shall be no Consul or Vice Consul to attend to the
‘'saving of the wreck, or that the resxdence of the sand
Consul or Vice Consul (he not being at the place of the
wreck) shall be more distant from the said place than
that of the competent judge of the coungry, the latter
shall immediately proceed therein, ‘with all the despatch
certainty, and precaution prescribed by the respective
laws; but the said territorial judge shall. retire on the ar-
nval of the Consul or V:ce Consul, and shall deliver over

.....

bursed to him.

The merchandise and effects saved shall be deposnted
in the custom-house, or other nearest place of safety,
with the inventory of them, which shall be made by the
Consul or Vice Consul, or, in their absence, by the
judge who shall have cogmzance thereof; and the sa;d
merchandises and effects shall be afterwards dehvereq,
after levymg therefrom the costs, and thhout form of
process, to the propnetors who, being furmshed wnh A
replevy from the nearest Consul or Vice Consul, shall
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reclaim them by themselves or by their attorneys, either
for the purpose of re-exporting the ‘merchandises, (and,

~in that case, they shall pay no kind of duties of export-
ation,) or for the purpose of selling them in the country,
if they are not prohibited ; and, in this latter case, the
said merchandises being averaged, there shall be granted
them an abatement of the entrance duties, proportioned
to the damage sustained, which shall be ascertained by the
verbal process formed at the time of shipwreck, or of the
vessel’s running ashore.

ArricLe x. The Consuls and Vice Consuls may cause

“to be arrested in the country the sailors, deserters of their
respective nations,and send them back, and transport them
out of the country.

The registers of the vessels, or rolls of the crew, shall
be received in testimony, to prove that the persons arrest-
ed as deserting sailors belong to their respective nations,
but shall not exclude the other legal proofs relative to the
same facts.

As soon as there shall be sufficient proof that they
are deserting satlors of such nation, no tribunals, judges,
or officers whatsoever, shall, in any manner whatever,
take cognizance of the complaint which the said sailors
and deserters may make ; but they shall, on the contrary,
be delivered up on any order signed by the Consul or
Vice Consul, without its being in any one’s power, in
any manner, to detain, engage, or withdraw them. And
to attain to the complete execution of the arrangements
contained in this article, all persons having authority shali
be bound to assist the said Consuls or Vice Consuls;
and, on a simple requisition signed by them, they shall
cause to be detained and guarded in prison, at the disposal
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“and expense of the said Consuls and Vice Consuls, the
said sailors and deserters, until they shall have an oppor-
tunity to send them out of the country. But if they be
not sent out of the country in one month from the day of
their arrest, they shall be set at liberty, and shall be no
more arrested for the same cause.

ArTicLe x1. In eases where the respective subjects

- or citizens shall have committed any crime or breack of

the peace, they shall be amenable to the  judges of the

" country. - '

ArTticLe x11. All differences and suits between the
subjects. of the Most Christian King .in the United
States, or between the citizens of the United States in
the dominions of the Most Christian King, shall be
determined by the respective Consuls, if one of the par-
ties demands 1t, either by a reference to arbitration, or by
. @ summary judgment, and without costs.

No officer, civil or military, shall interfere or take any
part whatever in the affuir; appeal shall be carried before
the tribunals of France or the United States, to whom it
may appertain to take cognizance thereof.

- The respective agents shall be bound to render to their
respective merchants, navigators, and vessels, all possible
service, and to inform the nearest Consul or Vice Con-
sul of the wants ‘of the said merchants, navigators, and

“vessels, without the said agents otherwise participating
in the immunities, rights, and privileges attributed to the
Consuls and Vice Consuls, and without power to exact
any duty or emolument whatever, under any pretence
whatever.

Arricie xui. The general utility of commerce hav-
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. ing caused to.be established within the dominions of the
Most Christian -King - particular tribunals and forms for
expediting the decision of commercial aflairs, the mer-
chants :of -the United States shall enjoy the benefit -of
those establishments; and the. Congress of the United
States will provide, in the manrer the most-conformable-to
its laws, equivalent advantages in favor of the French
nmercbants, for the prompt despatch and dec:slon of af-
fairs. of the same pature.

ArticLE x1v. The subjects of the Most . Chmmn
King -and ' the citizens of the United States, who "shall
prove, by legal evideace, that they are of ‘the said' na-
tions respectively, shall, in consequenee, enjoy-an exemp-
tion from all personal service in the place of their settle-
ment. ' :

AxrTticrLE xv. If any other nation acquire, by virtue of
any convention whatever, a treatment more favorable with

-respect to the consular pre-eminences, powers, authority,
-and privileges, the Consuls-and Vice Consuls of the
‘Most Christian King: or the United States, reciprocally,
shall participate therein, agreeably to the terms stipulated
by the 2d, 3d, and 4th articles of the treaty of amity
and commerce, cancluded - between the -Most Christian
- King and the United States.

Anvicie xvi. The present convention shall -be in
' full force during the term of twelve years, to be counted
from the day of the-exchange of ratifications ; which shall

b2 given in praper form, and excharged on both -sides
within the space of one year, or sooner if possible.

In faith whereof, &c.
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NOTES.

It is proposed to leave out the

words Jgents and Commissaries.
In the treaty, the right of estab-
lishing Agents or Commissaries or
Consuls is reserved. But since
the late denomination is chosen,
it appears useless to repeat the
others. . )

It appears proper to announce
precisely that these public offi-
cers shall be under the title of
Consuls and Vice Consuls, in or-
der to prevent any persons being
respectively sent hereafter under
different titles, from whence might
‘1esult difficulties in point of form.
It is proposed to suppress the de-
nomination of Agents and Com-
missaries, wherever they are an-
nounced in the following articles.
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FIRST COUNTER-PROPOSI-
TION . ON -THE PART OF
FRANCE.

Translation.
Convention between his Most

Christian Majesty and the United

States of America for the pur-

pose of determining and fixing

the functions and prerogatives of
their réspective Consuls and Vice

Consuls.

His Majesty the Most Christian
King and the United States of
America ‘having, by the 29th ar-
ticle of the treaty of amity and
commerce concluded between
them, mntually granted the lib-
erty of having in their respec-
tive .States and ports Consuls
and Vice Consuls, Agents and
‘Commissaries ; and being willing,
in consequence thereof, to define
and establish, in a reciprecal and
permanent mannergthe funetions
and prerogatives of Consuls and

"Vice Consuls which they have

judged it convenient to- establish ;
of preference, his Most Christian

‘Majesty has nominated the Sieur

~—————, and the United States
have nominated —, who, af-
ter having communicated to each

- other their respective full powers,

Although Mr. Jefferson ap-
pears desirous that all the respect-
ive Consuls and Vice Consuls
should be named by the Sove-
reign, inconvenience appears to
us on this head. All those who
are actually established in Amer-
ica, have the King’s commission.
It is also very advantageous that
this should be the case, to prevent
the too great mualtiplication of
Ameriean Vice Consuls in France.
Therefore the words or by author-
ity are suppressed, and the 2d
article of the old projet totally.

- But it appears necessary to re-
serve to Consuls and Vice Con-

have agreed on what follows:
ArricLE 1. The. Conguls and
Vice Consuls named by the Most
Christian King and the United
States shall be bound to present
their commissions, according to
the form which shall be estab-
lished respectively by the Most
Christian King within his domin-
ions, and by the Congress within
the United States ; there shal be
delivered to them, without any
charges, the exequatur neceéssa-
ry for the exercise of their fanc-
tions ; and on exhibiting ‘the said
exequatur, the governors, com-
manders, heads of justice, bodies
corporate, tribunale, and other
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suls the right of naming Agents
in the ports of their districts, to
correspond with them, without
the said Agents having any public
character or exequatar.

It is proposed to make some
slight alterations in this article.
It appears necessary to grant
Consuls some immunities; but
these are not dangerous, when
the cases of crimes or debts are
excepted. As to the papers of
the chancery, it is impossible for
any nation to refuse the fullest
immunity : submission to all tax-
es has been added with respect
to those who shall exercise¢ com-
merce. It is remarked, on the
subject of seizure for debts, that
the civil laws of France extend
greater personal security than
the civil laws of England or Ame-
rica, bodily restraint not generally
taking place but for commercial
debts; -and moreover no person
‘can be arrested in France for
debt, before being heard, or at
jeast cited judicially, with suffi-
cient delay for his defence. It
seems proper that ' Congress
shonld take some measures. to
proteet Consuls and Vice Con-
suls from the inconveniences
which may happen to.forei
from the forms established in the
United States. For this purpose,
they ought to be considered as
being always under the immediate
' protection of the legislature of
the country, and aot in want of
Aany particnlar seeurity.

It is proposed to let the 3d
article subsist, by suppressing the
pddition made to the 13th article.

THOMAS JEFFERSON—JOHN JAY.

officers having authority in the
orts and places of their Consu-
ate, shall cause them to enjoy
immediately, and without diffi-
culty, the pre-eminences, author-
ity, and privileges, reciprocally
granted, without exacting from
the said Consuls and Vice Con-
suls any daty, under any pretence

- whatever.

ArricLe 1. The Consuls and
Vice Consuls, and all persons at-
tached to the consular functions,
shall respectively emjoy personal
immunity, excepting in cases of
crimes or debts. They shall al-
so enjoy a full and entire immu-
nity for their chancery, and. the
papers which shall be therein
contained. They shall be ex-
empt from all personal ser-
vice, from soldiers’ billets, mi-
litia, watch, guards, guardian-
ship, trusteeship, as well as from
all duties, taxes, impositions and
charges whatsoever, except on
the real and personal estate of
which they may be the proprie-
tors or rs, which shall be
subject to the taxes imposed on
the estates of all other individ-
uals ; and in all other instances
they shall be subject to the laws
of the land as the natives are.
Those of the said Consuls and
Vice Consuls who shall exercise
commerce, shall be respectively
subject to all taxes, charges, and
impositions established on other
merchants.

'They shall place over the out-
ward door of their house the
arms of their Sovereign ; but this
mark of indication shall not give
to the said house any privilege of

asylum for any persoa or property
whatsoever.
ArricLe m. .The respective

Consuls and Viece 'Consunls may
establish Agents in the different
ports and places of their depart-

_ ments, where necessity shall re-

quire, These Agents maybe chosen
among the merchants, either na-
tional or foreign, and furnished
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A few words only have been
altered, and the order of some
phrases been changed, to explain
this article, and remove Mr. Jef-
ferson’s doubts,

It is proposed to suppress the
additionlz)f l:he words,?upau cases
which only concern persons of the
same nation; this being advan-
tageous alike to both parties. An
act done in the Consulate may also
.answer the purpose of the inhab-
itants of the country to validate
a fact, and serve as a proof, if
not obligatory.
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with a commission from one of
the s#id Consuls. They shall
confine themselves, respectively,
to the rendering to their respective
merchants,navigators, and vessels,
all possible service, and to inform
the nearest Consul of the wanis of
the said merchants, navigators,
and vessels, without the said

-agents otherwise participating in

the immaunities, rights, and privi-
feges attributed to Consuls and
¥ice Consuls, and withou? power,
under any pretext. whatever, to
exact from the said merchants any
dnty or emolument whatsoever.

ArricLe 1v. ‘The Consuls and
Vice Consuls, respectively, may
establish a chancery, where shall
be deposited the consular deter-
minations, acts, and proceedings,
as also testaments, obligations,
contracts, and other acts done by
or between ns of their na-
tion, and effects left by death or
saved from shipwreck.

They may, in consequence, ap-
point, for the business of the said
chancery, capable persons, .re-
«eive them, administer an oath to
them, give to them the keeping
of the seal, and the rights of seal-
ing ‘commissions, judgments, and
other acts of the Consulate, as
well as there to discharge the
fanctions of notaries and registers
of the Consulate. -

ArTicLE v. The Consuls and
Vice Consuls, respectively, shall
have the exclusive right of re-
ceiving in their chancery, or on
board the vessels, the declara-
tions and all the other acts which
the captains, masters, crews, pas-
sengers, and merchants of their
nation, may choose to make there,
even their testaments and other
disposals by last will. And the
copies of the said acts, duly
authenticated by the said Consuls
or Vice Consals, under the seal of
their Consulate, shall receive faith
in law, equally as their originals
would, in all the tribunals of the
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dominions of the Most Christian
‘King and the United States.

In case of the absence of the
testamentary executor, guardian,
or lawful representative, they
shall also have, exclusively, the

. right to inventory, liquidate, and

proceed to the sale of the per-
sonal estate left by subjects who
shall die within the extent of their
Consulate; they shall proceed

. therein, with the assistance of two

merchants of their said nation, or,
for want of them, of any other at
their cheice, and shall cause to
be deposited in their chancery the
effects and papers of the said
estates; and no officer, military,
judiciary, or of the police of the

" country, shall 'disturb them, or

interfere therein in any manner
whatsoever ; but the said Consuls
and Vice Consuls shall not deliver
up the said effects, nor the pro-
ceeds thereof, to the lawful repre-
sentatives, nor to their order, till
they shall have caused to be paid
all debts which the deceased shall
have contracted in the country;
for which purpose, the creditors
shall have a right to attach the
said effects in their hands, as they
might in those of any other indi-
vidual whatever, and proceed to
obtaip sale of them, till payment
of what shall be lawfully due to
them ; when the debts shall not

_have Deen contracted by judg-
“ment, deed, or note, the signa-

ture whereof shall be known,

‘payment shall not be ordered but

on the creditor’s giving sufficient
surety, resident in the country, to

‘refund the sums he shall have un-

duly received, principal, interest,

‘and cost; which surety, never-

theless, shall stand duly discharg-
eq after a year in time of peace,
and two years in time of war, if
the demand in discharge cannet
be formed before these delays,
against the heirs which sball pre-
sent themselves. And in. order
that the representative may not
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unjustly be kept out of the effects
of the deceased, the Consuls and
Vice Consuls shall notify his death
in some one of the gazeltes pub-
lished within their Consulate, and
that they shall retain the said ef-
fects in their hands four months, '
to answer all just demands which
shall be presented; and they shall
be bound, after this delay, to de-
liver, to the persons succeeding
thereto, what shall be more than
sufficient for the demands which
shall have been formed.

ArticLe vi. The Consuls and
Vice Consuls, respectively, shall
receive the' declarations, protests,
and reports, of all captains and
masters of their respective na-
tions, on account of average
losses sustained at sea; and these
captains and masters shall lodge
in the chancery of the said Con-
suls and Vice Consuls the acts
which they may have made in
other ports on account of the ac-
cidents which may have happen-
ed to them on their voyage. If
a subject of the Most Christian
King, and a citizen of the United

¢ States, or a foreigner, are inter-
ested in the said cargo, the aver-
age shall be settled by the tribu-
nals of the country, and not by
the Consuls or Vice Consuls; but
when only the subjects or citizens
of their own nation shall be inter-
ested, the respective Consuls or
Vice Consuls shall appoint skilful
persons to regulate the damages
and averages.

ArticLe vu. In cases where,
by tempests or other accidents,
French ships or vessels shall be
stranded on the coasts of the
United States, and ships or ves-
sels of the United States shall be
stranded on the coasts of the do-
minions ‘of the Most Christian

" King, the Consul or Vice Consul
nearest to the place of shipwreck
shall do whatever he may judge
proper, as well for the purpose
of saving the said ship or vessel,
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its cargo and appurtenances, as
for the storing and the security
of the effects and merchandise
saved. He may take an invento-
ry of them, without the inter-
meddling of any officers of the
military, of the customs, of just-
ice, or of the police of the country,
otherwise than to give to the
Consuls, Vice Consuls, captains
and crews of the vessels ship-
wrecked or stranded, all the suc-
cor and favor which they shall
ask of them, either for the expe-
dition and security of the saving,

. and of the effects saved, as to

prevent all disturbance.

And in order to prevent any
kind of dispute and discussion in
the said cases of shipwreck, it
has been agreed that where no
Consul or Vice Consul shall be
found to attend to the salvage,
or that the residence of the said
Consul or Vice Consul (he not
being at the place of shipwreck)
shall be further distant from the
said place than that of the com-
petent territorial judge, the lat-
ter shall immediately then pro-
ceed therein with all the celerity,

. safety, and precaution prescrib-

ed by the respective laws; but
the said territorial judge shall re-
tire on the arrival of the Consul
or Vice Consul, and shall deliver
over to him the report of his pro-

. ceeding, the expenses of which

the Consul or Vice Consul shall
cause to ke reimbursed to him, as
well as those of salvage.

The merchandise and effects
saved shall be deposited in the
custom-house, or other nearest
place of safety, with the invento-
ry of them which. shall have been
made by the Consul or Vice Con-
sul, or by the judge who shall
have proceeded in their absence,
that the said effects and merchan-
dise may be afterwards delivered,
after levying therefrom the costs,
and without form of process, to
the owners; who being furnished




-

DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENCE.

It is proposed to restore this
article, which is nearly reduced
as it was in the first projet. It
is absolutely impossible to refuse
the Consul civil jurisdiction on
board the vessels belonging to his
nation, and over the same crews.
This Would be the more unrea-
sonable, as by the following arti-
cles this same civil jurisdiction is
granted to him over residents
ashore belonging to his nation,
and it is much more reasonable
that he ought to preserve it over
such as remain under the national
flag. 'The exercise of maritime
police over national vessels is the
principal fanction of Consuls.

This article, relating to the de-
livery of the sailors, deserters,
appears as though it ought to be
detached from the preceding one;
it has been endeavored to reduce
it to a simple form, and to pre-
vent all difficulty by regulating
the recourse of the Consuls to the
territorial magistrates. No men-
tion has been made of the pas-
sengers, as it appeared mnot pro-
per to insist on this matter. The
deserters from the- King’s ships
are not distinguished from those
belonging to merchant vessels.
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with a replevy from the nearest
Consul or Vice Consul, shall re-
claim them by themselves, or by
their attorneys, either for the
purpose of re-exporting the mer- -

-chandise, (and in that case, they

shall pay no duties of exporta-
tion,) or for the purpose of selling
them in the country, if they are
not prohibited ; and, in this latter
case, the said merchandise being
averaged, there shall be granted
them an abatement of the en-
trance duties proportioned to the
damage sustained, which shall be
ascertained by the verbal process
formed at the time of the ship-
wreck, or of the vessel’s running
ashore.

ArticLe vin.  The Consuls
and Vice Consuls shall exercise
the police over all the vessels of
their respective nations, and shall
have on board the'said vessels all
power and jurisdiction in civil
matters, in all the disputes which
may there arise. They shall
have an eatire inspection over the
said vessels, their crews, and the
changes and substitutions there
to be pade, and there shall
cause to be executed the respec-
tive laws, ordinances, and rules
concerning navigation ; for which
purpose, they shall go on board the
said vessels whenever they may
judge it necessary, without inter-
ruption from auny officer or other
person whatsoever.

ArticLE 1x. The Consuls and
Vice Consuls may cause to be ar-
rested the captains, officers, mari-
ners, sailors, and all other per-
sons, being part of the crews of
the vessels of their respective
nations, who shall have deserted
from the said vessels, in order to
send them back and transport
them out of the country; for
which purpose, the said Consuls
and Vice Consuls shall address
themselves to the courts, judges,
and officers competent, and shall -
demand the said deserters in writ-
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The Consuls can claim both in
the same manner. The part
which concerned sending back
th;. vessels has been totally omit-
ted.

This explnnanon of Mr. Jeffer-
son may be left. The expression
breach of the peace being the lit-
eral translation of the English
expression suitable to this arucle.

It is proposed to add this arti-
cle, in order to prevent the incon-
veniences that might result from
the liberty which the territorial

might have to arrest
the .erews of merchant vessels,
and then arbitrarily detain the
vessels in the port, and by that
means suspend all activityin com-
merce and navigation. The ad-
vice given to the Consuls or Vice
Consuls that all these acts of au-
thority be done only in their pre-
sence, by no means suspends the
course of justice, seeing he can-
not oppose it; but he will bein a
sitnation to make claims which
will prevent the effect of sur-
prises which might be attempted
on the local magistrates, by de-
manding from them decrees or
warrants, the fatal consequences
of which they might be left in
ignorance of. The Consuls. and
Vice Consuls, duly notified, might
legally proceed according to cir-
cumstances for the general inter-
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ing, proving, by an exhibition of
the registers of the vessels, or

. ships’ roll, that those men were

part of the said crews; and en
this demand, thus proved, the
delivery shall not be refused ; and
there shall be given all aid and as-
sistance to the said Consuls and
Vice Consuls, for the search,
seizure, and arrest of the said de-
serters, who shall even be detain-
ed and kept in the prisons of the
country, at their request and ex-
pense, until they shall have found
an opportunity of sending them
back. But if they be not sent
back within three months, to be
counted from the day of arrest,
they shall be set at liberty, and
shall no more be arrested for the
same cause.

ARrTICLE X. In cases where the

respective suh;ecxs or citizens
shall hava
o1
be
o

magistrates l.c... w.c vwmsuw
their nation, who shall not refuse
it; and whenever it shall be judg-
ed necessary to make inquiry and
search on board the said mer-
chant vessels, such cannot be
made but in the presence of the
said Consuls and ‘B’we Consuls, or
until after they shall have been
informed and invited to repair on
board. But, at any rate, no person
can be seized or mested, either
on account of crimes, debts, or
for any other causes whatsoever,
on board the said vessels, but in
resence of the said Consuls or

ice Consuls, or until after they
shall have been duly notified.
The said persons thus seized and
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ests of commerce, and those of arrested shall not afterwards be

their nation in particular.

 The last part of this article is
impertant; it does not appear that
there can be any difficulty in de-
livering to the Consuls or Vice
Consuls the persons arrested un-
der the flag nf 11 ° ’ '
there shall b
sion to deta
torial prisor
the justice «
have no furt
The precant
cle is necess:
tion ; withot
wished to d
measures w
country to b
posed debt, ¢
the sailing o
terwards set
prehensible r.___
practised already.
It is contrary to all the princi-
ples of the right of nations, that
the civil'and military magistrates
exercise any authority whatever
on board the vessels of war be-
longing to a friendly nation, and
this article is conformable to reg-
ulations with other nations, parti-
cularly with what has been agreed
to in the projet of a convention
with the republic of Genoa.

veen

Vor. 1r.—31

set at liberty until the Consul or
Vice Consul shall have been no-
tified thereof, and they shall be
delivered to him, if he requires
it, to be put again on board the
vessels in which they were ar-
rested, or others of their nation,
to be sent out of the country.

ArticLE x11. No search shall
in anywise be made on board of
the respective ships of war. But
if there is reason to suppose that
offenders have taken refuge on
board them, the delivery shall be
demanded by the magistrates or
territorial officers from the Con-
sul or Vice Consul of the nation,
or from the commanders of the
said vessels. In the ports where
there shall be no €Consul or Vice
Consul, the said commanders shall
not refuse to deliver up the of-
fepders, and send them ashore to
be put into the hands of the ma-’
gistrates or officers. In case the
commanders of the aforesaid ves-
sels of war should declare that
the offenders are not on board
their vessels, they shall be be-
lieved on their words, without
any further search being made.
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This article is the Jth of Mr.
Jefferson’s projet. Some words
have only been added, to designate
in a more ‘particular manner the
affairs between the crews of ves-
sels belonging to the same nation,
which apﬁaerwins ina special man-
ner to the consnlar jurisdiction.
It is proposed to retrench the
words if one of the parties de-
mand it, because the receurse to
foreign tribunals, in sach cases,
is absolutely illegal for French-
men.

ArticLe xm. All differences
and suits between the subjects of
the Most Christian King in the
United States, or between the
citizens of the United States with-
in the dominions of the Most
Christian King, and particularly
all disputes relative to the wages
and terms of engagement of the
crews of the respective vessels,
and all differences of whatever
nzture they be, which may arise
between the privates of the said
crews, or between any of them
and their captajns, or between the
caplains of different vessels of
their nation, shall be determired
by the respective Consuls and
Vice Corsuls, either by a refer-
ence to arbitrators, or by a sum-
mary judgment, and without
costs. No officer of the country,
civil or -military, shall interfere
therein, or take any part what-
ever in the matter; and the ap-
peals from the said consular sen-
tences shall be carried ‘before the
tribunals of France or of the
United States, to whom it may
appertain to take cognizance
thereof.

ArTicLE x1v. The generalntil-
ity of commerce having caused
to be established within the do-
minions of the Most Christian
King particular tribunals and
forms for expediting the decision
of commercial affairs, the mer-
chants of the United States shall
enjoy the benefit of these estab-
lishments ; and the Congress of
the United States will previde, in
the manner the most conformable
to its laws, equivalent advantages
in favor of the French merchants,
for the prompt despatch and de-
cision of affairs of the same na-
are.

Artice xv. The subjects of
the Most Christian King, and citi-
zens of the United States, who
shall prove by legal evidence that
they are of the said nations, re-
speetively, shall in consequence
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enjoy an exemption from all per-
sonal service in the place of their
settlement.

ArmicLe xvi. If any other na-
tion acquire, by virtue of any con-
vention whatever, a treatment
more favorable with respect to
the consular pre-eminences, pow-
ers, authority, and privileges, the
Consuls and Vice Consuls of the
Most Christian King, or of the
United States, reciprocally, shall
participate therein, agreeable to
the terms stipulated by the 2d,
3d, and 4th articles of the treaty
of amity and ¢ommerce conclud-
ed between the Most Christian
. King and the United States.

. ) Articte xvii.  ‘The  present
. . convention shall be in full force
dnring the term of twelve years,
to be counted from the day of
the exchange of the ratifications,
which shall be in proper form, and
exchanged on both sides within
the space of one year, or sooner
(if pessible. .

In faith whereof, &c.

— @Ot

ArricLE 1. Agreed.

ArticLE 11. “The words “jouiront respectivement de
Pimmunité personelle, sauf les cas de crimes ou de dettes,”
are omitted. Two descriptions of persons are well
known to the laws of both countries: 1st. Those sub-
ject to the laws of the land; and, 2d. Those subject
only to the laws of nations. The obligations and the
privileges of each of these are so well settled, that few
or no disputes can arise about them. But a middle
character between the two would be new and unknown,
and would introduce endless questions and discussions.
If it be thought that the words “sauf les cas de’crimes
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ou de dettes” replace them [reely under the law of the
land,then the whole passage is useless. If the excep-
tion be as broad as the rule, both may be omitted. But,
in truth, the exception as to ““crimes and debts” would
not replace them fully under the laws of the land; for,
1. They would not be obliged to give testimony in a
court of justice. 2. They are cases of trespass, of trust,
and of special contract, not included in a strict and legal
acceptation of the terms ‘“crimes and debts,”” and in
which, therefore, they would be exempted from the jus-
tice of the country.

It is proposed, also, to omit the words “{toutes les
personnes attachées aux fonctions consulaires,” to prevent
the abuses which would inevitably arise from an exten-
sion of the consular immunities to an indefinite number
of persons. The subordinate characters really attached
to the consulate will be completely protected against
avocation from their duties, or molestation in the exercise
of them, by the fifteenth. article, “exempting them from
all personal services;” which is all that can be desired, if
they be foreigners, and which ought not to be desired, if
they be patives; for no native should have it in his
power to withdraw himself from an obedience to the laws
of his country, while he remains in it.

ArTicLE mir. Agreed.

ARTICLE 1v. Agreed.

ArTICLE v. Agreed, only re-establishing the words
“comme le feraient” instead of “ et auront la méme
force que.”

ARrTicLE vi. Agreed.

ArricLE vii. Agreed.

ArticLe virr. This article proposes to give to Con-
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suls, 1st, civil jurisdiction on board their vessels; 2d,
a power to execute the ordinances relative to navigation ;
3d, a right. to go on board for these purposes at all
times, without hinderance. The 1st and 3d of these ad-
mit of no difficulty ; but the 2d could not be agreed
to, because it establishes a whole code at once, the con-
tents of which are unknown to the party within whose
territory it is to be executed. When each concedes to
the other a civil jurisdiction within its own ports, it knows
the extent of its concession ; but when it permits the
enforcement of all the navigation laws of the other in a
lump, it does not know what it concedes. They may
include a criminal jurisdiction ; they may be contrary to
- . bills of rights; or, if not so at present, they may be
bereafter. It is surely prudent and honorable for us to
stipulate to each other only what we know we can
execute. But we do not know we can execute, if we
do not know what we stipulate.

ArTicLE 1x. Agreed, with two alterations : 1st. Omit-
ting the words “ et autres personnes,”’ because the others,
“capitaines, officiers, mariniers, et matelots,” are supposed
1o comprehend the whole crew.. If they do not, it will
be better to add other specifications, rather than words
so indefinite as *“ qutres personnes.” 2d. Omitting * par
Uexhibition des régistres du batiment ou role d’equipage.”
I suppose that the legal construction of these words
must be weaker under the laws of France than of the
United States ; otherwise they would not be proposed.
Their effect in the United States would be to make the
ship’s roll so conclusive that no contrary evidence could
be opposed to it. A master of a ship, for instance, in-
serting in. his roll the name of a citizen of the United
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States who had never seen his ship, that citizen must be
delivered to him, if these words were to remain. [t is
not probable, indeed, that the master of a ship would be
so indiscreet, but neither is it proper to rest. personal
liberty on the discretion of a master of a ship. With-
out these words, the clause will stand, * en justifiant que
ces hommes faisaient partie des susdits equipages;” his
claim may then be supported and contested, as all other
claims may be, by every species of legal evidence. He
will stand on the same footing with native officers re-
claiming their deserted sailors.

ARTICLE X. Agreed.

ArticLe x1.. This article proposés, 1st. That there
shall be no arrest for crimes or debts, but in presence of
the Consul or Vice Consul. 2d. That no ship shall be
searched, but in his presence. These propositions are
new. The  principle on which we bhave proceeded
hitherto, has been, that, in all cases where the nation, or
any member of it, is concerned, the national jurisdiction
shall have free and unrestrained course. But this article
proposes to.clog it with applications to the foreign Con-
sul, and that itshall await his attendance, if he chooses
to attend. How quickly he may attend, will depend
on his being readily. found, on his being disengaged,
on his distance from the ship, on his personal activity
and good faith. Some, or all of these circumstances,
will generally give full time for the criminal or debtor to
escape, or for the contraband goods to be withdrawn.

- That part of this article which is intended to prevent
a collusive desertion of sailors, not being liable. to the
same objections, is agreed to, as follows: “Lorsque les
dits coupables feront partie de Iéquipage de Pum des bd-
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timens de leur nation, ils ne pourront étre ensuite mis
en liberté qu'apres que le Consul.ou Vice Consul en
aura &té prévenu; et ils lui seront remis, s'il le requicrt
pour étre reconduits sur les ldtimens oW tls auraient
été arrétés, ou autres de leur. mation, et étre renvoyés
hors du pays.

ArticLe x11. This article is new, also, and liable to
the same objections with the preceding, and in a higher
degree, as rendering the ports of the two nations still
more completely extra-territorial. The clause which
would make the captain’s word conclusive evidence that
the criminal who is seen standing on his deck is not
.there, comes under all the objections which were made
in a former paper to whatever should control a fair and
full investigation. of a fact. Our laws permit every
species of proof to be opposed by counter-proof. The
convention of the neutral powers in the late war made
the captain’s word conclusive evidence that no contra-
band goods were on_ board the vessels under his convoy ;
but this was in cases arising on the high seas. The sea
belongs to no nation ; no natiqn,- therefore, has a natural
right to search the ships of another on the high seas. The
contrary practice has been an "abuse, and the abandon-
.ment of it is a reformation ‘of that-abuse, a re-establish-
ment of natural right. But the ports of a nation are a
part of its territory. They are ofien within the body of
a town; and an immunity from the restraint of law grant-
ed to strangers within the port, would be as productive
of disorder, as if granted to those in the town, or in the
country. All judges, civil and criminal, derive their au-
thority from the Sovereign of the country wherein they
act. For the encouragement of commerce, it is become
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usual to permit, by conventions, foreign merchants of the
same country to refer their disputes to a judge of their
own. But in criminal cases, in cases which interest
members of their own, or any other State, or the State
itself, it is apprehended not to be the practice for the
nation to part with its authority, and that neither order
nor justice would be promoted by it. Particularly, to
leave to the discretion of a captain whether his ship
shall be an asylum_for fugitive debtors, whether the dis-
orders or crimes committed by his sailors, or "by others,
taking refuge in his ship, should be ‘punished or not,
cannot be a means of encouraging the commerce be-
tween the two nations, nor promote the interest or honor
of either. Nor has the immunity any relation to the
functions of a Consul, which are the sole object of the
present conventior.
ARTICLES XIII, X1V, XV, XvI, and xvir. Agreed.

ot GO nrae

No. 4.

SECOND FORM PROPOSED ON 'i‘HE PART OF THE
UNITED STATES.

Convention between his Most Christian Majesty and the
United States of America, for the purpese of defin-
ing and - establishing the functions and privileges of

.their respective Consuls and Vice Consuls.

His Majesty the Most Christian King, and the United
States of America, having, by the twenty-ninth aricle
of the treaty of emity and commerce, concluded between
them, mutually granted the liberty of having, in their
respective States and ports, Consuls, Vice Ceonsuls,
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Agents, and Commissaries ; and being willing, in conse-
quence thereof, to define and establish, in a reciprocal
and permanent manuer, the functions and prerogatives of
Consuls and Vice Consuls, which they have judged it -
convenient to establish ; of preference, his Most Christian
Majesty has nominated the Sieur , and the United
States have nominated , who, after having com-
municated to each other their respective full powers, have
agreed on what follows :

ArticLe 1. The Consuls and Vice Consuls named by
the Most Christian King and the United States shall
be bound to present their commissions, according to the -
forms which shall be established respectively by the
Most Christian King within his dominions, and by the
Congress within the United States.  There shall be
delivered to them, without any charges, the exequatur
necessary for the exercise of their functions; and, on
exhibiting the said exequatur, the governors, command-
ers, heads of justice, bodies corporate, tribunals, or other
officers, having authority in the ports and places of their
consulates, shall cause them to enjoy, immediately and
without difficulty, the pre-eminences, authority, and pri-
vileges reciprocally granted, without exacting from the
said Consuls and- Vice Consuls any fee, ‘under any pre-
text whatever.

ArticLE 1. The Consuls and Vice Consuls shall
enjoy a full and entire immunity for their chancery, and
the papers therein contained ; they shall be exempt from
all personal service, from soldiers’ billets, militia, watch,
guard, guardianship, trusteeship, as well as from all du-
ties, taxes, impositions, and charges whatsoever, except
_on the estate, real and personal, of which they may be
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the proprietors or possessors, which shall be subject to the
taxes imposed on the estates of all other individuals ; and
in all other instances they shall be subject to the laws of
the land as the natives are. .

Those of the said Consuls and Vice Consuls, who
shall exercise commerce, shall be respectively subject to
all taxes, charges, and impositions, established on other
merchants.

They shall place over the outward door of their houses
the arms of their Sovereign, without that this mark of dis-
tinction shall give to the said houses the right of asylum
for any person or property whatsoever.

AxrricLe n1. The respective Consuls and Vice Cou-
suls may establish agents in the.different ports and places
of their departments, when necessity shall require.
These Agents may be chosen among the merchants,
either national or foreign, and furnished with a commis-
sion from one of the s3id Consuls; they shall confine
themselves, respectively, to the rendering to their respec-
tive merchants, navigators, and vessels, all possible ser-
vice, and to inform the nearest Consul of the wants of
the said merchants, navigators, and vessels, without the
said agents otherwise participating in the immunities at-
tributed to Consuls and Vice Consuls, and without pow-
er, under any pretext whatever, to exact from the said
merchants any duty or emolument whatever.

ArTicLE 1v. The respective Consuls and Vice Con-
suls' may establish a chancery, where shall be deposited
the consular deliberations, acts, and proceedings, as also
testaments, obligations, contracts, and . other acts done by
or between persons of their nations, and effects left by
deceased persons, or saved from shipwreck.
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They may consequently appoint, for the business of
the said chancery, capable persons; receive them, admin-
ister an oath to them, give to them the keeping of the
seal, and the right of sealing commissions, judgments,
and other consular acts, as well as there to discharge
the functions of notaries and registers of the consulate.

ArticLE v. The respective Consuls and Vice Con-
suls shall have the exclusive right of receiving in their
chancery, or on board of vessels, the declarations and
all the other acts which the captains, masters, seamen,
passengers, and merchants of their nation would make
there, even their testaments and other dispositions of last
will; and the copies of the said acts, duly authenti-
cated by the said Consuls or Vice Consuls, under the
seal of their consulate, shall receive faith in law, equally
as their originals would, in all the tribunals of the domin-
ions of the Most Christian King and the United States.

They shall also have, and exclusively, in case of the
absence of the testamentary executor, guardian, or law-
ful heirs, the right to inventory, liquidate, and pro-
ceed to the sale of the personal estate left by subjects
or citizens of their nation, who shall die within the ex-
tent of their consulate ; they shall proceed therein, with
the assistance of two merchants of their said nation, or,
for want of them, of any other at their choice ; shall cause
to be deposited in their chancery the effects and papers
of the said estates, and no officer, military, judiciary, or
of the police of the country, shall disturb them, or inter-
fere therein, in any manner whatsoever ; but the said Con-
suls or Vice Consuls shall not deliver up the said effects,
nor the proceeds thereof, to the lawful representatives,
or to their order, till they shall have caused to be paid
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all debts which the deceased shall have contracted in the
country ; for which purpose, the creditors shall have a
right to attach the said effects in their bands, as they
might in those of any other individual whatever, and
proceed to obtain sale of them, till payment of what
shall be lawfully due to them. When the debts shall
not have been contracted by judgment, deed, or note, the
‘signature whereof shall be known, payment shall not
be ordered but on the creditor’s giving sufficient surety,
resident in the country, to refund the sums he shall bave
unduly received, principal, interest, and costs ; which sure-
ty shall, nevertheless, remain duly discharged, after a
year in time of peace, and two years in time of war, if
the demand in discharge cannot be formed before these
delays against the heirs which shall present themselves.

And in order that the representatives may not be un-
justly kept out of the effects of the deceased, the Con-

- suls and Vice Consuls shall notify his death in some one
of the gazettes published within their consulate; and
that they shall retain the said effects in their hands four
months, to answer all just demands which shall be pre-
sented ; and they shall be bound, after this delay, to de-
liver to the persons succeeding thereto what shall be
more than sufficient for the demands which shall have
been formed.

ArticLe vi. The respective Consuls and Vice Con-
suls shall receive the declarations, protests, and reports,
of all captains and masters of their respective nations, on
account of average losses sustained at sea; and these
captains and masters shall lodge in the chancery of the

. said Consuls and Vice Consuls the acts which may

have happened to them on their voyage. If a subject
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of the Most Christian King, and a citizen of the United
States, or a foreigner, are interested in the said cargo, the
average shall be settled by the tribunals of the country,
and not by the Consuls or Vice Consuls; but when only
the subjects or citizens of their own nation shall be in-
terested, the respective Consuls or Vice Consuls shall
appoint skilful persons to settle the damage and average.
ArTticLE vit. In cases where, by tempests or other
accidents, French ships or vessels shall be stranded on
the coasts of the United States, and ships or vessels of
the United States shall be stranded on the coasts of the
dominions of the Most Christian King, the Consul or
Vice Consul nearest to the place of shipwreck shall do
whatever he may judge proper, as well for the purpose
of saving the said ship or vessel, its cargo -and appurte-
nances, as for the storing and security of the effects and
werchandise saved. He may take an inventory of them,
without the intermeddling of any officers of the military,
of the custams, of justice, or of the. police of the coun-
ry, atherwise than to give the Consuls, Vice Consuls,
captain and crew of the vessel or ship wrecked or
stranded, all the succor and favor which they shall ask of
them, either for the expedition and security of the saving
and of the effects saved, as to prevent all disturbance.
To prevent even any kind of dispute and discussien in
the said cases of shipwreck, it has been agreed, that
where no Consul or Vice Consul shall be found to attend
1o the salvage, or that. the residence of the said Consul
or Vice Consul (he not being at the place of shipwreck)
shall be further distant from the said place than that of
the. competont  territorial judge, the latter shall imme-
diately proceed therein, with all the celerity, safety, and
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precaution prescribed by the respective laws; but the
said territorial judge shall retive on the coming of the
Consul or Vice Consul, and shall resign to him the pro-
cedures by him done ; the expenses of which, the Consul
or Vice Consul shall cause to be reimbursed to lum, as
well as those of saving the wreck.

The merchandise and effects saved shall be deposited
in the custom-house, or other nearest place of safety, with
the inventory thereof, which shall be made by the Con-
sul.or Vice Consul, or,.in" their absence, by the judge
who shall have had cognizance thereof, that the said ef-
fects and merchandise’ may - afterwards be delivered,
after levying therefrom the costs, and without form of
process, to the proprietors, who, being furnished with a re-
plevy from the nearest Consul or Vice Consul, shall re-
claim them by themselves, or by their attorneys, either
for the purpose of re-exporting the merchandises, (and ia
that case, they shall pay no kind of duties of exportation,)
or for the purpose of selling them in the country, if they
are not prohibited ; and in this latter case, the said mer-
chandise being averaged, there shall be granted them an
abatement of the entrance duties, proportioned to the
damage sustained, which shall be ascertained by the ver-
bal process formed at the time of the shipwreck or of
the vessel’s running ashore. -

* Articie virt. The Consuls and Vice Consuls shall
have on board of the vessels of their respective nations
all power and jurisdiclién in civil matters; and for this
purpose they may go there without being mterrupted by
any’ officer or other person whatsoever..

ArricLe 1%. * The Consuls ‘and Vice Consuls may
cause to be arrested the captains, officers, mariners, or sail-
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ors of the crews of the vessels of their respective na-
tions, who shall have deserted from the said vessels, in
order to send them back and transport them out of the
country ; for which purpose, the said Consuls and Vice
Consuls shall address themselves to the competent tribu-
nals, judges, and officers, and shall demand from them the
said deserters in writing, proving that those men made a
part of the said crew; and on this demand so proved, the
delivery shall not be refused, and ‘there shall be given all
aid and assistance to the said Consuls and Vice Consuls
for the search, seizure, and arrest of the said deserters,
who shall even be detained and kept in the prisons of the
country, at their request and "expense, until they shall
have found an opportunity of sending them back. But
if they be not sent back within three months, to be
counted from the day of arrest, they shall be set at lib-
erty, and be no more arrested for the same cause.
*ArticLe x. In cases where the respective subjects or
. citizens shall have committed any crime or breach of the
peace, they shall be amenable to the judges of the coun-
try. ‘ '
ArticLE x1. When the said offenders shall be a part
of the crew of a vessel of their nation, they shall not
afterwards be set at liberty until the Consul or Vice Con-
sui shall have been notified thereof, and they shall be de-
livered to him, if he requires it, to be put again on board
of ‘the vessel on which they were arrested, or of others
of their nation, and to be sent out of the country. A
ArticLe x11.  All differences and suits between the
subjects of the Most Christian King in the United States,
or between the citizens of the United States within the
dominions of the Most Christian King, and particularly
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all disputes relative to the wages and terms of engage-
ment of the crews of the respective vessels, and all dif-
ferences, of whatever nature they be, which may arise
between the privates of the said crews, or between any
of them and their captains, or between the captains. of
different vessels of their nation, shall be determined by
the respective Consuls and Vice Consuls, either by a re-
ference to arbitration, or by a summary judgment, and
without costs. No officer of the country, civil or milita-
ry, shall interfere therein, or take any part whatever in
the matter ; and the appeals from the said consular sen-
tences shall be carried before the tribupals of France or
of the United States, to whom it may appertain to take
cognizance thereof. o

ArticLE xm. The general utility of commerce hav-
ing caused to be established within the dominions of the
Most Christian King particular tribunals and forms for
expediting the decision of commercial affairs, the mer-
chants of the United States shall enjoy the benefit of
these establishments ; and the Cengress of the United
States will provide, in the maoner most conformable to its
laws, equivalent advantages in favor of the French mer-
chants, for the prompt despatch and decision of affairs of
the same nature.

ArticLe x1v. The subjects of the Most -Christian
King, and the citizens of the United States, who shalt
prove by legal evidence that they are of the said nations,
respectively, shall in consequence enjoy an exemp-
tion from all personal service in the place of their settle-
ment.

ArTicLe xv. If any other nation acquire, by virtue of
any convention whatever, a treatment mote favorable
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with tespeot to the. comsular pre-eminences, powers, ay«

thority, and privileges, the Consuls and Vice Consuls of.
the Most Chrjstian . King, or of the- United States, reri~

progally, shall participate therein, agreeably to the terms;
stipulated by the 2d, 3d, and 4th articles of the treaty of,
amity and commerce, concluded between the Most Chris-.
tian King and the United States.

» Articee xvi. The present convention shall be in-
force during the term of twelve years, to be counted from .
the day of the exchamge of ratifications, which shall be
given in proper form, and exchanged on both sides, with--
in the space of one year, or sooner if possible.

In faith whereaf, &c., ~

— G
No. 5.

., CONSULAR CONVENTION., N

meenmu between Ais Most Christion Majesty and the

United ‘States of America, for the purpose of defining

and establishing the functions and privileges of  thely

respective Consuls and Vice Consuls.

" His Majesty the Most Christian King, and the Umted
Seates of America, having by the twenty-ninth article
of the treaty of amity and commerce, concluded between .
them, mutaalfy granted the liberty' of having, in their.
respective States and ports, Consuls, Vice Consuls,
Agents, and Commissarjes ; and being willing, in conse- -
quence thereof, to deflne and establish, in a reeipronal
and permanent manner, the functions and privileges :of.
Conmsuls-and-Vice Consuls, which. they have judged: it .
convenient ti ¢stablish ; of prdomce, ‘his Moat Cbmnn

-Yor. m~32 ~ :
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Majesty has nominated the Sieur Count of Montmotin of
St. Herent, Mareschal of his Camps and Armies, Knight-
of his Orders and of the Golden Fleece, his Counsellor
in all his Councils, Minister end Secretary of State and
of his Commandments and -Fimances, having the De-
partment of Foreign Affairs ; and the United States bave
nominated Thomas Jefferson, citigen of the United
States of America, and their Minister Plenipotentiary
near the King ; who, after having communicated to each
other their respective full powers, have agreed on what
follows : - . ' o
ArTticLE 1. The Consuls and Vice Consuls named by
the Most Christian King and the United States shall
be bound to present their commissions, according to the
forms which shall be established, respectively, by the
Most Christian King within his dominions, and by the
Congress within the - United States.. There shall be
delivered to them, without' any charges, the exequatur
neoessary for the exercise of .their functions; and, on
exhibiting the said - exequatur, the governors, command-
ers, heads of justice, bedies corporate, tribunals, and other
officers; having authority:in the ports and places of theie
consulates, shall. cause them to.enjoy, immediately and
without difficulty, the pre-eminences, authority, and priyi:
leges reciprocally granted, witheut.exacting from the said
Consuls and. Vice ‘Consuls any fee, under any pretext
ArTticre a1, The Consuls and Vioe.Consuls, and per—
séos. attached to :their functions, (thet is. to say, their .
chanizellors and seceefaries,) shall-enjay a- full 'and . entire
immimity for their chamcery, end the- papers which.
shall be therein contained ; they shall be examipt from
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all personal setvice, from’ soldiers’ billets, militia, watch,
guard, guaédinnship,”tms'teeship,as well as from all du-
ﬁes, taxes, impositions, and charges whatsoever, except
on the estate, real and personal of which they may be
the proprietors or possessors, which shall be subject to
the taxes imposed on the estates of all other individuals ;
and in all other instances they shall be subject to the
laws of the land, as the natives are.

- Those of the said Consuls and Vice Consuls who
shall exercise commerce, shall be respectively subject to
all taxes, charges, and 1mposmons estabhshed on other
merchants : :

. They shall place over the outward door of their
house " the arms of their Sovereign ; but - this mark of
mdication shall not-give to the said house any prmlege
of asylum for any person or property whatsoever.

“ArricLe mt. The respective Consuls and ViceCon-
suls may establish agents in the different ports < places
of their depaﬂmeuts, where necessity -2l require.
These agents' may be' chosen ‘amors’ “the - merchants,
either national or foreign, and furp*ded with a_ commis-
sion from one of the said Co-‘“ls’ they shall’ confine
themselves, respectively, to M€ rendering ‘to' their respec-

tive merchants, navigatefS, and vessels alt possible ser-
vice, ‘and to inform’ the nearest Consul of ‘the wants of

dlie said merchants, navigators, and vessels, without the
said agents otherwise patticipating " in' the immunities,
. rights, and privileges attributed to Consuls and - Viee'
Consals, and without power, under any pretext whatever,
_ to exact flom the said merchants any duty or emolumem
whu;soever. - ’ :

Awncw v, The Consuls and ’Vncernsﬁls, reépect-’

Wi . f )~_" ‘:1.
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ively, may establish a chancery, -where ghall be deposited
the consular determinations, acts, and proceedings, as also
testaments, obligations, countracts, and other acts done by
or between persons of their nation, and effects left by
decedents or saved from shipwreck.

They may consequently appoint fit persons to act in
the said chancery, qualify and swear them in, commit to
them the custody of the seal, and, authority to seal com-
missions, sentences, and other consular acts, and also to
discharge the functions of notaries and registers of the
consulate.

ArTicLE V. The Consuls and Vice Consuls, respect-
ively, shall have the exclusive right of receiving in their
chancery, or on board their vessels, the declarations and all
other the acts which the captains, masters, crews, passen-
gers, and merchants of their nation may choose to make
thers even their testaments and other disposels by last
will ; @t (he copies of the said acts, duly autbenti-
cated by i~ 53id Consuls or Vice Copsuls under the
seal of their colqlarg, shall receive faith in law, equally
as their originals W0ag, jn all the tribunals of. the domin-
ions of the Most Christay King and. of the United States.
. They -shall also bave, a\q exolusively, in case of the
absence of the testamentary exvgutor ,-guardian, or lawful
rapresentative, the right to ioveatory, liquidate, and pro-
ceed to the sale of the personal esate lefi by subjects
or.gitizens of their nation, who shall ‘die withia she ex-
teat of ‘their cansulate ; they shall proceed therein, with
the aseistance of two merchents of thejr said nation, or, for
want of them, of any- other at thair cheice, and shall cause
10 be deposited in their chancery the effects and. pspers
of the said estares; and no officer, military,  judisiary, or
of the police of the country, shall disturb them, or inter-
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fere therein, in any manner whatsoever ; but the said Con-
suls and Viee Consuls shall not deliver up the said effects,
nor the proceeds thereof, to the lawful representatives,
or to their order, till they shall have caused to be paid
all debts which the deceased shall have contracted in the
country ; for which purpose, the creditors shall have a
right to attach the said effects in their hands, as they
might in those of any other individual whatever, and
proceed to obtain sale of them, till payment of what
shall be lawfully due to thém. When the debts shall
not have been contracted by judgment, deed, or note, the
signature whereof shall be known, payment shall not
be ordered but on the creditors’ giving sufficient' surety,
resident in the country, torefund the sums they shall have
unduly received, principal, interest, and costs ; which sure-
ty, nevertheless, shall stand duly discharged, after the
term of one' year in time of peace, and of two in
time of war, if the discharge cannot be formed before
the end of this term against the representanves who shall
present themselves. :

" And in order that the representatives may not be un-
justly kept out of the effects of the deceased, the Con-
suls and Vice Consuls shall notify his death in some one

‘of ‘the gazettes published within their consulate, and
that they shall retain the said éffects in their hands four
months, to answer all just demands which shall be pre-
sented ; and they shall be bound, after this delay, to de-
liver to the persons.succeeding thereto what shall be
more than sufficient for the demands which shall have
been formed.

ArricLE vi. The Consuls and Vice Consuls, respect-
ively, shall receive the declarations, protests, and reports,
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of all captains and masters of their respective nations on-
account of average losses sustained at sea; and these
captains and masters shall lodge in the chancery of the
said Consuls and Vice Consuls the ‘acts which they may
have made in other ports, on account of the accidents
which may have happened to them on their voyage.
If a subject of the Most Christian King, and a citizen
of the United States, or a foreigner, are interested in the
said cargo, the average shall be setiled by the tribunals
of the country, and not by the Consuls or Vice Consuls ;
but when only the subjects or citizens of their own na-
tion shall be interested, the respective Consuls or Vice
Consuls shall appoint skilful persons to settle the damages
and average. :

. ArTICLE vi1. In cases where, by tempests or other
accidents, French ships or vessels shall be stranded on
the coasts of the United States, and ships or vessels of
the United States shall be stranded on the coasts of the
dominions of the Most Christian King, the - Consul or
Vice Consul nearest to the place of shipwreck shall do
whatever he may judge proper, as well for the purpese
of saving the said ship or vessel, its cargo and appurte-
nances, as for the storing and secarity of the effects and
merchapdise saved. ‘- He may take an inventory of them,
without the intermeddling of any officers of the military,
of the customs, of justice, or of the police of the country,
otherwijse than to give to the Consuls, Vice Consuls, cap-
tain and crew of the vessel shipwrecked or stranded, all
the succor and favor which they shall ask of them, either
for the expedition and security of the saving and of the
effects saved, as to prevent all distorbanoe.

And ip order to prevent all kind of dispute and discus-
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sion in the said cases of shipwreck, it is agreed, that
when there shall be ne Consul or Vice Consul to
aitend-to the saving of the wreck, or that the residence
of the'said Consul or Vice Consul (he not being at the
place of the wreck) shall be more distant from the said
place than that of the competent judge .of the country,
the Jatter shall immediately proceed therein with all the
despatch, certainty, and precautions prescribed by the
respective laws ; bue the said territorial. judge shall retire
on the arrival of the Consul or Vice Consul, and shall
deliver over to him the report of his proceedings, the
expenses of which the Consul or Vice Consul shall cause
to be reimbursed to bim, as. we}l as those of saving the
wreck.

. The merchandise,and effects saved shall be deposited
in the nearest custom-house, or other place of safety, with
the inventory thereof, which shall be made hy the Cony
sul or Vice Consul, or by the judge who shall have pro-
ceeded \in their absepee, that the said effects and merr
chandise nay afterwards be delivered, after levying
therefrom the costs, and without foem . of process, to the
owners, who, being furnished with an order for their de-
livery from .the nearest Comsul or Vice Consul, shall re-
cleim.them by themselves, or by their order, either for
the purpose of re-exporting swoh merchandise,. (in which
easc, they shall pay no kind of duty of expertation,) o
for.that of sellisg them ia the gountry, if they be not prg-
hibited there ; and in this last case, the said merchandise,
i they be damaged, shall be allewed aw abatement of
emirance duties proportioned to the damage they have
sustsined, which shall be ascertained by the affidavitg
seken at the time the vessel was wrecked or struck.
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'} Awricue v, The Consuls and Vice Counsuls shall
exercise police over all the vessels of their respective
nations, and shall have on board the said vessels alf pow-
er and jurisdiction in civil' mattersy in all the disputes
which may there arise ; they shall have an entire inspec-
tion over the said vessbls, their crew, and the changes
and subgtitutions there to be made ; for which purpose
they may go on board the said vessels whenever they
may judge it necessary. Well dnderstood that the
functions hereby allowed shall be cosfined' to the iaterior
of the vessels; and that they shall net take place in any
ease which shall have any interference with the police of
the ports where the said vessels shalt be.

ArticLe 1x. The Consuls and Vice Consuls may
caase to be arrested the captains, officers, mariners, sail-
ors, and all other persons being part- of the crews of the
vessels of their respective nations, who shall have de-
serted from the said vessels, in order to send them back
and transport them out of the country. For which par-
pose, the said Consuls and Vice Consuls shall address
themselves to the courts, judges, and officers competent,
and shall demand the said deserters in writing, proving,
by an exhibition of the registers of the vessel or ship’s
roll, that those men were part of the said crews; and on
this.demand so proved, (saving, however, where the con-
trary is proved,) the delivery shall not be refused ; and
there shall be given all aid and assistance to the said
Consuls and Vice Consuls for the search, seizure, and
arrest of the said deserters, who shall even be detaised
and kept in the prisons of the country, at their request
sud expense, uotil they shall have found an oppostasity
of sending them back. But if they be not sent beck
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tvithin' three months, to be counted from the day of
their arrest, they shall be set at liberty, and shall be no
more arrested for the same cause.

ArticLE x. In cases where the respective subjects or
citizeas shall have committed any crime or breach of the
. peace, they shall be amenable to the judges of the coun-
try.

ArTticir x1. When the said offenders shall be a part
of the crew of a vessel of their nation, and shall have
withdrawn themselves on board the said vessel, they may
be there seized and arrested by orderof the judges of
the country : these shall give notice thereof to the Con-
sul or Vice Consul, who may repair on board if he thinks
ptoper ; but this notification shall not in any case delay
execution of the order in question. The persons arrested
shall not afterwards be set at liberty until the Consul or
Vice Consul shall have been notified thereof; and they
shall be delivered to him, if he requires it, to be put again
on board of the vessel on which they were arrested, or
of others of their nation, and to be sent out of the coun-
try.

ArricLe xi1. All differences and suits between the

subjects of the Most Christian King in the United States? ;
or between the citizens of the United States within the

dominions of the Most Christian King, snd " particularly
all disputes relative to the wages and terms of engage-
ment of the crews of the respective vessels, and all dif-
ferences, of whatever nature they be, which may arise*
between the privates of the said crews, or between any
of them and their captains, or between the captains of
different vessels of their nation, shall be determined by
the respective Consuls and Vice Consuls, either by a re-
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ference to arbitrators, or by a summary judgment, and
without ‘costs. No officer of the country, civil or mila-
ry, shall interfere therein, or take any part whatever in
the matter ; and the appesdls from the said consular sen-
tences shall be carried before the tribunals of France or
of the United States, to whom it may appertain to take
cognizance thereof. :

ArticLE xn1. The general utility of commerce hav-
ing caused to be established, within the dominions of the
Most Christian King, particular tribunals and forms for
expediting the decision of -commercial affairs, the mer-
chants of the United States shall enjoy the benefit of

these establishments ; and the Congress of the United
" States will provide, in the manner the most conformable to
its laws, equivalent advantages in favor of the French
merchants, for the prompt despatch and decision of affairs
of the same nature.

ArricLe xiv. The subjects of the Most Christian
King, and citizens ‘of the United States, who shall
prove by legal evidence that they are of the said nations,
respectively, shall in consequence enjoy an exemp-
tion from all personal service in the place of their settle-
ment. ’

"AwriciLE xv. If any other nation acquire, by virtue of
any converition whatever, a treatment more favorable
with respect to the consular pre-eminences, powers, au~
thority, and privileges, the Consuls and Vice Consuls of
the Most Christian King, or of the United States, recipro-
cally, shall participate therein, agreeably to the terms
stipulated by the 2d, 3d, and 4th articles of the treaty
of amity and commerce, concladed between the Most
Christian King and the United States.
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ArticLe xvi. The present convention shall be in
full force during the term of twelve years, to be counted
from the day of the exchange of ratifications, which shall
be given in proper form, and exchanged on both sides
within the space of one year; or sooner if possible.

In faith whereof, we, Ministers Plenipotentiary, have
signed the present convention, and have thereto set the
seal of our arms. ,

Done at Versailles, the 14th of November, -one thou-
sand seven hundred and eighty-eight.

LE C. DE MONTMORIN, [L.s.]
TH: JEFFERSON. [L. s.]

END 6F THE THIRD VOLUME.
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